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REPORT. 


To  the   SencUe  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the    GommonweaUh  of 

Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen  : — The  law  wisely  ordains  that  the  Superifitendent  shall  pre- 
pare and  submit  to  the  Legislature,  a  full  account  of  the  condition  of  the 
Oommon  Schools  in  the  State,  the  expenditures  of  the  system  during  the 
year,  estimates  of  the  sums  requisite  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  pupils,  the  cost  of  teaching  each,  the  number  of  districts,  the  plans 
for  the  impi'ovement  of  the  system,  &c. 

Having  commenced  my  duties  as  Superintendent  the  day  upon  which 
the  school  year  of  1S63  closed,  I  have  had  no  method  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion upon  the  subjects  to  be  presented  in  this  report,  except  from  papers  and 
documents  found  in  the  Department.  From  these  documents,  which  were 
sufficiently  complete,  the  facts  herein  presented  were  collected. 

The  statistical  information  required  to  be  communicated  to  the  Legisla- 
ture will  be  found  in  the  following  table,  which  also  exhibits  the  comparative 
workings  of  the  system  for  the  school  years  ending  on  the  first  Mondays 
of  June,  1862  and  1863,  respectively. 

These  statistics  do  not  embrace  the  operations  of  the  schools  of  Philadel- 
phia, except  as  regards  the  State  appropriation.     By  them  the  leading  fea- 
tures and  prominent  agencies  of  our  system  are  presented. 
Whole  number  of  school  districts  in  1862 1,808 

Do do do 1863 1,820 

Increase  in  1863 ; 12 

Whole  number  of  schools  in  1862 

Do do do 1863 

Increase  in  1863 


11, 

,990 

12; 

,161 

171 

Whole  attendance  of  pupils  in  1862 615,087 

Do do do 1863 ,    634^,499 

Increase  in  1863 19.4.12 
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Whole  number  of  pupils  in  1862 682, 182 

Do do do 1863 703,453 

Increase  in  1863 21,271 

Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1862 444,214 

Do do do 1S63 455,598 

Increase  in  1863 11   384 


Average  length  of  term  1862 5  months  13  days 

Do do do.  1863 5     do.        17    do. 

Increase  in  1863 4  days 

Average  cost  of  pupil  per  month  1S62 52  cts. 

Do do do do     1863 49  cts. 

Decrease  in  1863 3  cts. 


Total  cost  of  tuition  in  1862 $1,710,693  90 

Do do do 1863 1,864,310    17 

Increase  in  1863 153.716  27 


Total  fuel  and  contingencies  1862 $338,625  06 

Do do  do 1863 341,783  24 

Increase  in  1863 3,158  18 

Total  for  school  houses  for  1862 $452,426  90 

Do do do...  186.3 460,521  40 

iDcreasein  1863 8.094  50 


Total  cost  of  the  system,  including  taxes  levied,   amount 

paid  by  Philadelphia,  and  State  appro;>i-ication,  for  1862. .   $2,773,595  23 

Total  cost  of  the  sj'stom,   including  taxes  levied,   amount 

paid  by  Philadelphia,  and  State  appropriation,  for  1863. .     2,888, 199  77 

Increase  in  1863 104,604  54 

From  the  facts  presented  by  the  forctroing  comparative  statistics,  the 
friends  of  the  system  should  be  encouraged. 

The  State  has  most  nobly  responded  to  every  call  made  by  the  General  and 
State  governments,  for  men  and  means  to  prosecute  the  war;  and  our  pro- 
ductive labor  bas  been  diminished  by  the  withdrawal  of  many  of  our  most 
hardy  laborers.  Still,  our  educational  interests  have  not  been  p.llowed  to 
suffer.  By  an  inspection  of  these  statistics,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was 
an  increase  during  the  school  year  1863,  in  almost  every  department  of  the 
system.  The  average  attendance  of  pupils  was  much  larger  than  in  1862, 
the  average  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  number  in  attendance  being  one-half 
per  cent,  greater  than  last  year.  The  average  length  of  school  term  was 
increased  four  days.     A  fact  worthy  of  notice,  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
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ject,  is  the  comparative  decrease  in  the  number  of  male  teachers,  and  the 
increase  of  females.  While  there  were  but  &2  more  teachers  in  1863  than 
in  1862,  there  were  717  less  males,  and  779  more  females.  Another  singu- 
lar fact,  is  the  comparative  salaries  of  teachers,  both  males  and  females  It 
has  been  supposed,  and  strenuously  contended  by  many,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  war,  these  salaries  would  be  diminished.  This  has  not  been  the  case, 
as  the  numbers  demonstrate.     In  both  of  these  there  was  a  decrease  in  1862. 

The  cost  of  tuition  is  a  much  larger  sum  than  the  one  reported  in  1862. 
There  was  somewhat  of  an  increase,  but  not  sufficient  to  make  the  great  dif- 
ference shown  by  the  numbers.  It  is  to  be  accounted  for  in  this  way :  In 
several  of  the  counties  the  teachers  board  with  the  parents,  and  the  direc- 
tors are  requested  to  state  this  fact  in  their  annual  report,  and  state  the  price 
of  board  in  their  neighborhood.  This  price  of  board  has,  heretofore,  been 
added  to  the  teacher's  wages,  but  not  to  the  cost  of  tuition.  Believing  that 
if  it  be  made  a  part  of  the  teacher's  salary,  it  should  also  be  added  to  the 
sum  paid  for  tuition,  and  it  has  accordiogly  been  done,  and  it  accounts  for 
the  great  increase  in  the  item  of  "Total  cost  of  tuition,"  over  and  above 
the  natural  increase.  This  will  also  account  for  the  diflference  in  the  total 
expenditures  of  the  system,  for  tuition,  fuel  and  houses,  and  the  similar 
items  in  the  statistics,  inclusive  of  Philadelphia. 

The  expenses  for  building  have  been  largly  increased,  while  in  1862  there 
was  a  decrease  from  1861  of  $140,327  77.  There  is  also  an  increase  of 
$18,218  59  on  the  item  of  fuel  and  contingencies. 

There  is  one  fault  of  our  people  in  connection  with  our  schools,  which  ia 
placed  in  a  strong  light,  by  a  comparison  of  the  schools  in  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  State,  with  those  of  Philadelphia,  that  is,  the  small  per  cent,  of 
the  average  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  In  the  State,  exclusive  of 
the  city,  it  was  sixty-three  and  five-tenths  per  cent.,  or  not  much  more  than 
one-half,  while  in  Philadelphia  it  was  eighty-four  and  four-tenths  per  cent. 

This  irregularity  of  attendance  is  a  great  drawback  to  the  usefulness  of 
our  schools,  and  is  deplored  by  all  who  have  paid  the  least  attention  to  the 
subject. 

MANSFIELD   STATE   NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

The  Normal  school  for  the  Fifth  district  was  recognized  by  the  State  au- 
thorities in  December,  1862,  but  no  appropriation  was  made  to  defray  the- 
expenses  incurred  by  said  recognition  until  the  general  appropriation  act 
of  April  14,  1863. 

The  sum  thus  appropriated $250  00' 

I>o do....  drawn  and  accounted  for 212  3T 

Unexpended  balance. 37  63 
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FINANCIAL   OPERATIONS  OF  THE    SYSTEM. 

These  embrace  the  whole  receipts  and  expenditures. 

Amount  of  tax  levied  in  1787  districts  in  1863.,...., .,.     $1,980,474  20 

Do do received  from  collectors 1,797,847  36 

Balance  not  received  into  the  treasuries .^ ". 182,626  90 

Actual  receipts  bj  districts  : 

Amount  received  from  collectors,  as  above $1,797,847  36 

State  appropriation.., 209,988  40 

Total , 2,007,835  76 

Payments  by  districts  : 

For  instruction  in  1787  districts , $1,498,040  01 

For  fuel  and  contingencies.. 250,556  52 

For  school  houses,  ground  and  repairing 394,767  3fV 

Total 2,143,363  88 

Balances  on  hand  and  debts  : 

Balances  on  hand $246,559  89 

Temporary  debt 97,336  35 

Permanent  debt 253,923  99 

These  sums  exhibit  a  decided  improvement  in  the  operations  of  the  dis- 
\x\cX  school  officers.  By  the  last  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  difference 
between  the  amount  of  tax  levied  and  tax  received  from  collectors,  was 
$208,857  53,  while  for  the  year  1863,  it  was  but  $182,626  90,  or  $26,230 
63  less  than  in  1862.  If  we  deduct  the  $75,000  paid  to  collectors  for  their 
commissions,  we  shall  have  but  $107,626  90  as  not  collected  or  paid  over 
by  the  collectors  to  the  proper  officer.  This  sum  is  about  one-nineteenth 
of  the  whole.  The  greater  part  of  this  is  to  be  charged  to  the  exoneration? 
made  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  school  law.  Still  it  if 
presumed  that  something  has  been  lost  in  consequence  of  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  officers.  This  sum  mus;t  be  but  small,  when  compared  with 
former  years.  In  1860,  the  amount  levied  was  $2,039,648  06,  and  the 
amount  received  from  collectors  $376,401  97  less.  Making  the  deduction 
as  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  allowed  for  exoneration;?,  &c.,  for 
1860,  was  one-fourteenth  of  the  whole  sum  levied.  This  is  but  another 
evidence  of  the  increasing  faithfulness  of  the  school  officers  in  the  several 
districts. 
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Still  another  favorable  feature  presented  by  the  foregoing  is,  that  the  bal- 
ance in  hand  is  greater  than  in  1862,  by  $44,602  62,  while  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  several  districts  is  less  by  $105,421  77. 

Under  the  head  of  "Special  Statistics,^''  the  undersigned  has  not  been 
able  to  collect  from  the  annual  and  monthly  reports  of  County  Superintend- 
ents, sufficient  to  enable  him  to  construct  a  table  that  shall  be  so  full  and 
reliable,  as  to  be  of  any  practical  utility.  A  few  of  the  items  formerly  em- 
braced in  this  table,  are  complete,  but  most  of  the  facts  required  to  be 
presented,  are  either  wholly  wanting,  or  are  so  meagre  and  unreliable  that 
it  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  present  them  in  tabular  form.  However,  in 
comparing  the  few  facts  and  figures  that  are  at  command,  with  the  same 
class  of  facts  and  figures  that  were  presented  in  the  report  of  1862,  it  is 
evident  that  in  several  important  particulars  there  has  been  a  steady,  but 
not  rapid  improvement.  The  number  of  houses  erected  is  greater  than  in 
1862,  as  well  as  the  number  supplied  with  suitable  furniture.  The  number 
of  teachers  examined  is  nearly  the  same,  there  being  an  increase  of  but  34<. 
The  number  of  district  institutes  has  more  than  quadrupled;  but  these 
teachers'  meetings  were,  in  1862,  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  teachers; 
while,  by  the  law  of  April  11,  1862,  they  were  required  to  hold  institutes 
on  each  alternate  Saturday  during  school  term.  This  will  account  for  the 
increase  in  this  particular.  There  is  also  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
number  of  teachers  attending  these  institutes. 

EXPENDITURES  BY   THE   DEPARTMENT. 

Consisting  of  the  disbursements  of  the  State  appropriation,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Department  itself. 
Total  State  appropriation  for  year  ending  June  1,  1863, $303,625  00 

This  amount  was  expended  as  follows  : 

Paid  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia....' $46,000  00 

Paid  to  the  Twelfth  Normal  school  district,  as  per 

actof  April  11,  1862, 5,000  00 

To  the   Pennsylvania  School  Journal  for   1862, 

1886  copies,  at  75  cents 1,414  50 

52,414-  50 

Amount  to  be  applied  to  the  rest  of  State 251,210  50 

Deduct  for  salaries  of  County  Superintendents 40,061  00 

211,149  50 
Add  appropriation  forfeited  in  1862........ „ 3,381  00 

Amount  to  be  distributed  to  accepting  districts 214,530  50 
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This  amount  gave  a  dividend  of  40  cents  per  taxable,  exclusive  of  tlie 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  former  Superintendent,  in  his  annual  report  for  1861,  gave  his  rea- 
sons at  length  for  using  from  year  to  year  the  sums  actually  forfeited  by 
the  districts,  for  non-compliance  with  the  law.  It  seems  but  equitable  that 
all  the  money  appropriated  by  the  State  for  the  support  of  the  Common 
Schools,  should  be  divided  among  the  several  districts  of  the  State,  which 
conform  to  the  conditions  of  the  law ;  hence  the  forfeited  sums  will  be  added 
to  the  other  amount  to  be  apportioned. 

EXPENSES    OF   THE   SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

Embracing  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  contingent  expenses,  and  bills  for 
printing  and  binding. 

The  act  of  April  llth,  1862,  established  the  salaries  as  follows  : 
Salary  of  Superintendent $1 ,600  00 

Do Clerks  and  Messenger 4,800  00 

$5,400  00 

By  payment  in  full 6,400  00 


The  contingent  expenses,  by  act  of  April  11,  1862,  were  as  follows,  viz  : 

Stationery  and  blank  books $300  00 

Postage,  telegrams  and  express  charges 1,000  00 

Fuel,  light,  cleaning  office  and  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses          110  00 

Packing  and  distributing  blank  forms,  reports,  &c.,         600  00 

Traveling  expenses 300  00 

$2,310  00 


By  amount  expended  and  accounted  for 2,456  02 


Excess  of  expenses 146  02 


The  following  presents  the  amount  expended  for  printing  and  binding 
during  the  year : 
Printing  and  binding  annual  reports,  English $3,758  00 

Do do do.. do. ...German 846  40 

$4,604  40 

Miscellaneous •. 150  00 


4,754  40 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  above,  that  the  expenditures  were  in  excess  of  the 
appropriation,  by  $146  02.     This  excess  of  expenditure  was  for  engraving, 
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for  which  no  specific  appropriation  was  made  in  1862.  $84  OC  of  this 
excess  was  drawn  from  the  appropriation  for  1863,  for  that  purpose;  the 
remainder,  $62  02,  from  unexpended  balances  of  former  years. 

This  amount,  $214,550  50,  was  applied  for  the  support  of  schools  as  fol- 
lows :  Of  the  1?20  districts  in  the  State,  exclusive  of  Philadelphia, 
1757  have  received  their  State  appropriation,  amounting  to     $209 ,  988  40 

29  yet  unpaid,  but  are  supposed  to  be  entitled  to 2, 160  40 

9  have  forfeited,  by  having  no  school  during  the  year....  702  40 

25  have  forfeited,  by  non-acceptance  of  the  system 1,753  60 

1820 , 214,604  80 


The  above  statistics  differ  somewhat  from  the  same  class  in  the  report  for 
1862.  There  are  13  less  districts  which  had  no  school  during  the  year,  and 
two  (viz  :  Aleppo,  in  Greene,  and  Spriughill,  in  Fayette  county,)  less  that 
continue  to  reject  the  system.  These  facts  should  encourage  the  friends  of 
the  schools  with  the  hope  that,  with  prudent  administration  of  the  school 
system  in  all  of  its  departments,  and  by  all  of  its  officers,  it  will,  ere  long, 
be  cheerfully  adopted  by  every  district  in  the  Commonwealth. 

CORNPLANTER   INDIANS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Warren  county  reports  that  the  school  for  the 
Cornplanter  Indians  was  prosperous  during  the  year,  and  that  the  annual 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  said  school  has  been  expended  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner: 

Paid  Miss  Fisher  for  teaching    4  months,  at  $16  per  month $64  00 

Do. ..do.. .Case do li....do.. do do 24  00 

Do.  incidental  expenses  for  books,  &c 5  00 


93  00 


COUNTY   SUPERINTENDENCY. 

That  there  are  defects  in  our  system  of  supervision  by  County  Superin- 
tendents, no  one  who  has  investigated  the  subject  will  deny.  If  the  plan 
of  operation  could  be  so  altered  as  to  give  to  each  local  officer  about  the 
same  amount  of  labor  to  perform,  and  the  same  amount  of  compensation 
for  his  labor,  without  materially  interfering  with  the  other  portions  of  the 
law,  it  is  evident,  to  even  a  casual  observer,  that  in  some  respects  the  system 
would  work  better  ;  or,  if  the  salaries  were  graded  by  the  amount  of  labor 
to  be  performed  by  each  Superintendent,  it  would  appear  to  be  more  equal 
in  its  operations  and  equitable  in  its  remuneration. 
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The  law  has  now  been  tried  nine  years,  and  these  officers  have  performed 
a  work  that  no  other  agency  could  have  performed.  Influences  favorable 
to  the  cause  of  Common  Schools  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  com- 
munity, through  the  labors  of  the  Superintendents,  that  could  have  been  exerted 
in  no  other  way.  The  standard  of  qualifications  required  of  the  teachers  of  the 
State  has  been  elevated,  and  teachers  are  much  better  prepared,  in  every  re- 
spect, to  take  charge  of  our  youth,  than  they  were  ten  years  ago.  Institutes 
for  their  improvement  have  been  established  in  almost  every  county.  Parents 
have  been  brought  to  feel  more  fully  the  importance  of  their  schools,  and 
the  necessity  of  giving  them  a  liberal  support ;  and  the  whole  system  has, 
from  year  to  year,  become  more  and  more  popular.  Even  the  Superinten- 
dency  itself,  that  feature  of  the  law  of  1854  that  was,  perhaps,  the  most 
unpopular,  has  silently  worked  its  way  into  favor  in  a  large  majority  of  the 
counties  of  the  State.  More  valuable  and  reliable  statistics  are  now  annu- 
ally collected  and  transmitted  to  the  School  Department,  than  it  was  possible 
to  collect  before  this  feature  was  added  to  the  system.  These  improvements 
have,  to  a  great  extent,  been  introduced  by  the  agency,  and  through  the  in- 
strumentality, of  the  County  Superinteudency.  This  agency  is  emphati- 
cally the  working  power  of  the  system,  the  regulator  whose  influence  is 
felt  through  the  whole  community,  the  channel  through  which  the  extensive 
correspondence  of  the  State  Department,  with  the  eight  or  ten  thousand 
school  officers  of  the  State,  is  conducted.  The  intelligent,  faithful,  compe- 
tent, energetic  Superintendent  is  the  adviser  of  the  directors,  the  friend  and 
instructor  of  the  teachers,  the  protector  and  guardian  of  the  dearest  interests 
of  the  rising  generation. 

It  is  readily  granted  that  in  some  counties  the  best  selections  have  not  al- 
ways been  made,  that  improper  influences  have  sometimes  been  brought  to 
bear  upon  those  who  select  the  officer,  and  that  in  a  few  instances  bad,  and 
even  dishonest  and  immoral  men,  have  been  elected ;  and  yet  it  is  confidently 
believed,  that  the  cases  of  this  kind  have  been  as  rare  as  could  reasonably 
have  been  expected,  and  as  few  as  would  have  been  under  any  other  mode 
of  selection  or  appointment.  Bad  men  will  sometimes  get  into  office, 
whether  the  officer  be  selected  by  appointment  or  election. 

The  year  closing  with  June  1,  1863,  has  been  an  eventful  one  for  this  na- 
tion. All  other  interests  have  been  swallowed  up  by  the  condition  of  our 
country  ;  and  if,  in  all  respects,  the  tables  do  not  show  that  Superintendents 
have  performed  as  much  labor  as  was  performed  during  the  previous  years, 
it  does  not  present  a  very  cogent  argument  against  the  efficiency  of  the  offi- 
cers, or  the  value  of  the  office  to  the  educational  interest  of  the  Common- 
wealth. It  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  be  a  calamity  to  our 
noble  system,  and  the  educational  agencies  that  it  has  brought  into  this  field 
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of  labor,  either  to  have  the  office  abolished,  or  so  disturbed  as  to  materially 
and  radically  change  its  operations. 

DISTRICT  INSTITUTES. 

The  law  of  April  11,  1862,  fixing  the  school  month  at  twenty-two  days,  and 
requiring  teachers  to  spend  two  Saturdays  in  each  month  in  district  insti- 
tutes, or  other  exercises  for  their  improvement,  was  first  put  into  operation 
in  the  winter  of  1862  and  1863.  In  September  the  Superintendent  issued 
instructions  to  County  Superintendents  for  their  annual  reports  for  the 
school  year  ending  June  4",  1863.  In  these  instructions,  they  were  required 
to  report  upon  the  success  of  district  institutes,  and  the  number  held  in 
their  respective  counties.  These  officers  have  stated,  with  great  unanimity, 
that  in  districts  where  the  local  officers  and  teachers  took  hold  of  the  matter 
with  the  right  spirit,  and  evinced  a  determination  to  give  the  law  a  fair 
trial,  the  institutes  were  jropular  with  the  directors,  teachers  and  the 
people,  and  have  been  useful.  But  on  the  other  hand,  where  the  law 
was  opposed  by  directors,  and  neglected  wholly  by  teachers,  or  only  com- 
plied with  in  part  by  them  because  it  must  be  done,  it  became  unpopular 
with  all,  and  the  results  have  not  been  favorable.  It  was  not  antici- 
pated that  such  a  change  as  was  contemplated  by  this  law  would  be 
acquiesced  in,  or  its  usefulness  appreciated  by  all  interested  in  its  results, 
during  the  first  year  of  its  operation ;  and  yet,  the  reports  above  referred 
to,  show  that  it  has  been  more  generally  adopted  by  the  districts  than  its 
friends  supposed  it  would  be  in  so  short  a  time.  Some  few  districts  have 
neglected,  or  refused  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  but  the 
cases  are  so  rare  that  they  are  but  the  few  exceptions  to  the  general  rule. 
This  plan  of  district  institutes  has  not  yet  been  fairly  tested;  many  of 
the  directors  did  not  understand  its  provisions ;  teachers  were  not  familiar 
with  the  methods  of  conducting  them,  so  as  to  make  them  pleasant  and 
profitable ;  consequently  the  success  of  the  past  year  is  not  a  criterion  by 
which  to  judge  of  the  good  that  may  be  accomplished  in  the  future. 

Prudence,  as  well  as  the  caution  evinced  by  our  previous  school  legisla- 
tion, would  seem  to  dictate  that  this,  as  well  as  all  other  laws  relating  to 
our  educational  system,  should  remain  undisturbed  long  enough  to  be  fairly 
tested.  After  such  a  trial,  it  will  stand  or  fall  upon  its  own  merits  or  de- 
merits. 

STATE  APPROPRIATION, 

By  the  first  clause  of  the  29th  section  of  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
approved  April  14,  1863,  the  basis  upon  which  the  State  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  Commom  Schools,  for  the  school  year  ending  on  the  first  Mon- 
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day  of  June,  1864,  is  entirely  changed.  The  clause  referred  to  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "For  the  support  of  the  Common  Schools,  to  be  paid  on 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Superintendent,  in  favor  of  the  several  districts  of 
the  Commonwealth,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils  attending  the 
schools  therein,  by  the  Superintendent's  report  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty -three. 

This  appropriation  has  heretofore  been  divided  among  the  districts  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  taxables.  It  is  evident  to  every  one  that  this 
alteration  will  materially  change  the  sums  received  in  the  different  localities, 
giving  to  some  districts  and  counties  almost  double  the  amount  previously 
received,  a:id  toothers  but  about  half  their  former  sums.  Ifthe«ionej  were  to 
be  apportioned  according  to  the  number  of  children  between  certain  ages, 
residing  within  the  district,  upon  a  specified  day,  and  some  plan  adopted 
to  have  the  exact  number  ascertained,  the  law  would  not  be  so  objectionable; 
or  if  the  law  had  in  advance,  provided  some  meUaod  by  which  the  exact  num- 
ber of  children  in  attendance  could.be  known,  befoi'e  the  division  was  re- 
quired to  be  made,  it  would  not  have  produced  such  great  inequality. 

The  law  is  so  worded  that  the  division  may  be  based  upon  the  whole  or 
the  average  number  in  attendance  ;  in  either  case  the  data  would  be  unre- 
liable. The  facts  in  this  respect  as  presented  in  the  directors'  reports » 
from  which  the  report  of  this  Department  is  compiled,  are  taken  from  the 
monthly  reports  of  teachers,  which  of  themselves  are  most  of  them  far  from 
being  correct.  When  these  reports  reach  the  Department  it  is  impos- 
sible to  correct  errors,  however  glaring  they  may  be. 

There  are  doubtless  advantages  in  the  plan  of  division  proposed  by  the 
act  under  consideration.  If  parents  could  be  made  to  feel  that  the  irregu- 
larity of  attendance  upon  the  school  diminishes  the  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived from  the  State,  it  would  to  a  certain  extent  correct  that  evil.  If,  too, 
it  be  understood  that  only  those  who  attend  the  public  schools  draw  money, 
less  funds  would  be  expended  upon  private  institutions,  and  much  of  the 
influence  now  given  to  select  schools  would  be  directed  to  our  public  school 
system. 

The  whole  subject  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  with  the 
suggestion,  that  it  is  highly  important  that  the  method  of  distributing  the 
State  appropriation,  among  the  several  districts  of  the  State,  be  upon  a  basis 
that  is  reliable.  If  one  year  it  be  by  the  taxables,  and  the  next  by  the 
number  of  pupils,  and  the  next  some  other  plan  be  adopted,  the  people 
will  lose  confidence  in  the  system.  If,  too,  the  amount  received  by 
the  several  districts  be  so  materially  altered  from  year  to  year,  as  it  must 
be  by  this  change  in  the  method  of  dividing,  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  for 
directors  to  fix  their  per  cent,  of  tax  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  schools 
of  the  districts.     Stability  in  this  regard  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
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STATE    NORMAL    SCHOOLS. 

There  are  now  three  in.?titutions  of  this  kind  in  successful  operation. — 
During  the  year  the  school  in  the  Fifth  district  was  somewhat  embarrassed 
by  an  incumbrance,  which  was,  unexpectedly  to  the  trustees,  pressed  for 
collection.  The  aid  from  the  State,  extended  by  the  Legislature  in  the  act 
of  April  14,  1863,  greatly  relieved  this  school,  and  it  is  now  prosperous,  as 
are  the  other  two.  These  institutions  are  doing  a  good  work  for  our  schools, 
and  are  recommended  to  the  fostering  care  of  the  State. 

The  schools  at  Millersville  and  Edenboro'  have  each  received  $10,000  00 
from  the  treasury.  These  are  much  older  than  the  one  in  the  Fifth  Normal 
School  district,  and  consequently  better  able,  perhaps,  to  work  their  way 
without  State  patronage,  for  the  present.  It  seems  but  just  to  all  of  these 
institutions,  that  the  one  located  at  Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  receive  the 
same  amount  as  the  other  two.  The  sum  given  to  it  last  year  was  par- 
tially, at  least,  diverted  from  the  object  for  which  the  trustees  asked  aid, 
viz:  to  make  additions  and  improvements,  and  to  purchase  apparatus. — 
A  like  sum  is  recommended  to  be  given  to  the  school  this  year,  in  order  to 
enable  the  trustees- to  afford  the  same  facilities  to  pupils,  in  the  way  of 
neatly  fenced  and  beautifully  oruamented  grounds,  and  well  selected  libra- 
ries, and  a  proper  supply  of  philosophical  apparatus,  that  are  afforded  to 
the  two  other  Normal  schools  in  the  State. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  trustees  of  each  of  the  schools  is  appended,  and 
for  detail  relative  to  their  operations  and  financial  condition,  reference  is 
respectfully  made  to  these  reports.  They,  will  show,  that  each  school  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  and  fully  justifying  the  anticipation  of  the  friends 
of  our  system  of  Normal  schools. 

AMENDMENTS   TO    THE    SCHOOL    LAW. 

While  it  is  believed  that  our  school  system,  as  a  whole,  is  among  the  very 
best  in  the  Union,  it  is  not  claimed  (hat  it  is  a  perfect  S3^stem.  In  its  or- 
ganic structure  it  is,  perhaps,  better  adapted  to  the  people  of  our  Common- 
wealth than  any  other  now  in  operation  on  this  continent,  based  as  it  is 
wholly  upon  the  popular  will,  as  expressed  through  the  ballot  box,  in  the 
election  of  the  school  officers,  who  are,  in  turn,  to  vote  a  tax  upon  the  peo- 
ple, by  which  the  schools  are  to  be  kept  in  operation. 

Still,  in  many  of  the  details  of  the  law  it  might,  probably,  be  so  altered 
or  amended  as  the  better  to  subserve  the  important  object  had  in  view  by 
those  who  originated  and  built  up  the  noble  system — the  free  education  of 
every  child  within  the  State. 

Some  sections  might  be  stricken  out,  and  others  inserted,  that  would  make 
the  law,  in  some  respects,  better,  and  more  acceptable  to  some  portions  of 
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the  people.  Notwithstanding  this,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
that  unless  some  decided  improvement  can  be  made  that  shall  be  permanent, 
the  object  of  the  whole  law  will  be  more  certainly  accomplished  by  allow- 
ing it  to  remain  in  tact. 

There  is  no  other  interest  of  the  Commonwealth  for  which  it  is  so  difficult 
to  legislate,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  The  school  laws,  unlike  most 
others,  are  generally  to  be  administered  by  those  who  are  not  familiar  with 
law  and  its  technicalities,  and  peculiar  modes  of  expression ;  hence  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  those  laws  so  clear  and  specific  in  their  application  that 
all  can  understand  them. 

There  are  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  school  laws,  exclu- 
sive of  County  Superintendents,  between  twelve  and  thirteen  thousand 
officers,  a  very  large  majority  of  whom  are  entirely  ignorant  of  law,  in  the 
proper  acceptation  of  that  term  ;  and  very  many  are,  from  the  necessity  of 
the  case,  to  a  certain  extent  uneducated.  Their  habits  of  thought  have  not 
prepared  them  to  understand  legal  principles.  Hence  the  importance  of 
keeping  our  school  system  as  simple  as  possible  ;  of  not  loading  it  down 
with  voluminous  enactments  and  complicated  machinery.  Hence,  too,  the 
importance  of  introducing  as  few  changes  as  possible.  A  reasonably  good 
school  system,  when  well  understood  by  its  officers  and  the  people,  and 
successfully  administered,  is  preferable  to  continual  changes,  even  with  a 
prospect  of  some  slight  improvement.  Our  people  are  proverbial  for  their 
love  of  stability,  their  dislike  of  change  in  our  institutions  and  laws.  Our 
legislation,  too,  on  school  matters  has,  hitherto,  been  cautious  but  steadily 
progressive.  Whatever  steps  have  been  taken  were  in  the  advance.  When, 
therefore,  the  law  is  well  understood  by  the  people,  and  they  become  fa- 
miliar with  its  administration,  it  is  not  wise  to  make  a  change. 

The  alteration  recommended  by  my  predecessor,  and  effected  by  the  act 
of  April  22,  1863,  was  an  important  one.  The  official  duties  of  all  school 
officers  now  commence  with  the  school  3'ear.  This  will,  doubtless,  secure 
greater  accuracy  in  their  annual  reports,  inasmuch  as  the  officer  charged 
with  the  duty  of  making  these  reports  must  have  a  knowledge  of  the  ope- 
rations of  the  schools  in  his  district,  during  the  year  for  which  he  reports  ; 
while  under  the  old  law,  presidents  of  boards  were  frequently  obliged  to 
make  out  reports,  of  the  correctness  of  which  they  could  have  no  actual 
knowledge. 

Believing  that  our  system  of  free  schools  is  generally  acceptable  to  our 
citizens,  and,  if  allowed  to  remain  as  it  now  is,  will  be  well  administered  by 
its  officers  ;  and  entertaining,  as  I  do,  the  views  as  expressed  in  the  pre- 
ceding remarks  relative  to  frequent  changes  in  school  laws,  no  modification 
will  be  proposed. 
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ESTIMATES   FOR    THE    YEAR   COMMENCING   JUNE,   1864<. 

These  embrace  tbe  appropriation  for  the  system  generally,  and  for  this 
Department. 

For  the  System  generally. 

State  appropriation  to  common  school  d  istricts,  including  Phila- 
delphia   $275,000  00 

For  salaries  of  Superintendents 40,164  00 

For  Normal  school  in  the  5th  district 5,000  00 


3-20,164.  00 


For  this  Department. 

Salary  of  State  Superintendent §1,600  00 

Salary  of  Deputy  Superintendent 1 ,  400  00 

Three  clerks  and  messenger 3,500  00 

Postage  expenses  and  telegrams 1 ,  000  00 

Boxing  and  forwarding  reports,  &c 600  00 

Stationery,  blank  books,  &c 300  00 

Travehng  expenses  of  Department 300  00 

Engraving,  printing  warrants,  certificates  and  di- 
plomas   250  00 

Cleaning  Department  and  miscellaneous 110  00 


9,060  00 


329,224  00 


This  sum  is  greater  than  the  appropriation  for  the  school  year  commenc- 
ing on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1864,  by  $3,724  00.  While  $5,000  00 
more  are  to  be  appropriated  for  the  system  generally,  to  be  divided  among 
the  districts,  than  was  asked  for  by  the  last  report,  the  appropriation  for 
this  Department  is  less  than  was  then  called  for,  by  $740  00,  Nothing  was 
appropriated  last  year  for  traveling  expenses ;  in  the  above  estimate  $300  00 
are  allowed  for  that  purpose,  because  it  is  believed  that  much  benefit  has 
accrued  from  the  visits  of  an  ofl&cer  from  the  State  Department,  to  the  va- 
rious counties  of  the  State.  This  has  been  done  by  the  Superintendent  and 
the  Deputy  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  it  is  deemed  but  just  that  the  ex- 
penses incurred  for  traveling,  while  thus  engaged,  should  be  defrayed  by 
the  Department. 
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COLLEGES,  SEMINARIES,  ACADE^^ES   AND    HIGH    SCHOOLS. 

In  August,  1862,  a  letter  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Burrowes  to  Mr.  Bates, 
the  Deputy  Superintendent,  constituting  him  traveling  agent  of  the  Depart- 
ment ;  a  portion  of  whose  duties  were  to  inspect  every  college,  seminary, 
academy  and  high  school  in  the  State,  and  take  notes  of  his  visitations,  as  to 
the  condition  and  usefulness  of  these  institutions,  the  condition  of  the  build- 
iugs  and  grounds,  the  amount  and  value  of  apparatus,  &c.,  together  with  all 
other  things  connected  with  their  management  and  arrangement.  He  was 
required  to  report  to  the  Department  as  often  as  once  a  month.  The  Deputy 
immediately  entered  upon  his  tluties,  and  continued  to  travel  in  that  capa- 
city, till  the  close  of  the  school  year. 

But  little  of  the  labor  marked  out  by  these  instructions,  was  performed 
at  the  date  of  the  report  for  1863,  consequently  it  was  not  deemed  expedi- 
ent to  embody  in  it  an  extensive  account  of  the  operations  of  the  traveling 
agent,  even  up  to  that  time.  A  full  report  of  his  labors  is  appended  to  this 
document. 

Much  valuable  information  relative  to  the  educational  forces  and  agencies 
at  work  in  our  State,  was  collected,  and  is  herewith  presented  to  the 
Legislature.  Statistical  tables  will,  be  found  in  the  concluding  pages  of 
this  report,  setting  forth  the  receipts,  expenditures,  teaching  force,  num- 
ber of  students,  amount  of  apparatus,  and  the  number  of  volumes  in  the 
libraries  of  all  these  institutions.  Blanks  were  forwarded  to  the  principal 
of  each  of  the  institutions  named  in  the  instructions,  early  in  June,  but  all 
have  not  returned  them  filled  out.  All  that  have  been  received,  are  em- 
bodied in  these  tables. 

The  condition  of  the  school  system,  together  with  estimates  for  carrying 
it  on  for  the  ensuing  year,  has  thus  been  presented  in  the  prescribed  order. 

The  accompanying  documents,  viz  :  Reports  of  County  Superintendent.*!, 
of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  of  Normal  Schools  and  the  tabular  statements, 
will  afford  further  information  as  to  the  details  and  the  practical  workings 
of  the  system.  An  examination  of  tllese  reports  and  tables  is  respectfully 
solicited.  The  tables  are  not  in  all  respects  as  accurate  as  might  be  desi- 
rable, but  where  errors  do  occur,  they  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they  could 
not  be  corrected  in  this  Department,  and  they  do  not  materially  afl'ect  the 
grand  results. 

The  reports  of  Superintendents  will  be  found  to  contain  much  that  is  in- 
teresting relative  to  the  practical  operations  of  our  system,  and  suggestion* 
as  to  the  future  course  to  be  pursued. 

Allow  me,  in  conclusion,  to  solicit  for  the  educational  interests  of  our 
Commonwealth  the  fostering  care  of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  De- 
partments of  our  State  government.     No  other  interest  is  more  vital  to 
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the  prosperity  of  the  State  or  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions :  and 
at  no  previous  period  of  our  history  have  we,  as  a  people,  so  much  needed  the 
advantages  of  free,  universal  education,  as  at  the  present  moment;  nor  has 
there  ever  been  a  time  when  the  contrast  between  those  States  which  have 
had  such  systems  and  those  which  have  not,  has  rendered  so  apparent  the 
blessings  of  a  good  system  of  free  schools. 

C.  R.   COBURN, 

SupH  Common  Schools. 
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«pt|  ^ifrn'tit^iflett 


FOE  THE  YEAR  1863. 


REPOftT. 


Hon.  Charles  R.  Coeurn, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schools : 

Sir  : — In  the  discharge  of  the  duties  entrusted  to  me,  during  the  school 
year,  endiug  on  the  4th  of  June,  1863,  I  have  to  present,  of  my  operations 
in  this  oflBce,  and  in  the  State  at  large,  the  following  brief  report : 

Plan  op  Labor. — The  duties,  to  the  accomplishment  of  which  my  labors 
were  directed,  were,  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  blank  forms,  to 
colleges,  academies,  female  seminaries,  and  public  high  schools ;  tabu- 
larizing  and  preparing  the  reports  of  these  institutions  for  the  annual  re- 
port ;  lecturing  and  giving  instruction  at  teachers'  institutes  in  the  various 
counties  of  the  State  ;  visiting  and  ascertaining  the  organization  of  the 
schools  in  cities  and  large  towns  ;  visiting  and  examining  into  the  condition 
of  the  colleges,  and  preparing  minute  and  extended  reports  of  my  obser- 
vations for  publication  ;  visiting  academies,  female  seminaries  and  other 
private  institutions  when  practicable,  and  reporting  respecting  them. 

Preparation  of  Blanks. — The  higher  institutions  of  learning,  other 
than  those  immediately  under  Common  School  patronage,  had,  since  the 
year  1845,  neglected  to  report  to  this  Department,  the  law  requiring  such 
reports  remaining  to  the  present  time,  a  dead  letter.  Consequently  the 
whole  machinery  for  obtaining  such  reports  and  for  tabulariziug  them,  had 
to  be  commenced  anew.  Not  even  the  names  of  these  institutions,  nor  the 
names  of  their  principals,  were  on  file.  A  circular  was  accordingly  trans- 
mitted, a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  annexed,  to  County  Superintendents, 
requesting  them  to  forward  the  names  of  all  such  institutions  within  their 
counties,  and  the  names  of  the  presidents  and  principals,  with  their  post 
office  addresses. 

Three  classes  of  blanks  had  to  be  prepared ;  one  for  colleges,  one  for 
academies  and  female  s  mioaries,  and  one  for  public  high  schools.  In 
the  preparation  of  these  blanks  I  was  guided  not  so  much  by  a  desire  to 
gecure  a  simple  report,  showing  the  annual  doings  and  progress  of  the  in- 
Btitution,  as  to  ascertain,  so  far  as  possible,  its  actual  status,  its  organiza- 
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tion,  the  methods  and  usages  which  prevailed  in  its  management  and  in- 
struction, and  the  amount  of  culture  necessary  for  admission  and  graduation. 
Hence  the  blanks  embrace  more  details,  and  are  more  cumbersome  than  will 
be  necessary  in  an  ordinary  annual  report  hereafter.  These  blanks  were 
despatched  to  the  several  classes  of  institutions  named,  accompanied  with 
a  circular  embracing  the  act  of  Assembly  authorizing  the  requirement  of 
such  a  report  to  this  Department,  and  respectfully  requesting  an  early  re- 
port.    Annexed  are  copies  of  the  circular  and  blanks. 

Reports  were  received  from  most  of  the  colleges,  and  from  a  considerable 
number  of  the  academies  and  female  seminaries.  But  few  of  the  public 
high  schools  reported,  from  the  fact  that  the  County  Superintendents,  in 
many  instances,  failed  to  report  respecting  them  in  their  reply  to  the  cir- 
cular, and  also  from  the  fact  that  the  highest  department  in  the  graded 
schools  was  not  regarded  as  a  high  school.  These  reports  were  tabularized 
and  published  under  the  appropriate  heads  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the 
Superintendent. 

Labor  performed. — Institutes  and  public  meetings  were  attended  in  the 
following  counties :  Chester,  Lancaster,  Eric,  Dauphin,  Westmoreland,  Craw- 
ford, Cambria,  Lawrence,  Delaware,  Washington,  Wayne,  Northumberland, 
Lebanon,  Lycoming,  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  Montgomery,  Allegheny,  Lu- 
zerne and  Warren.  School  buildings,  and  schools  when  in  operation,  were 
visited  and  examined  in  the  following  cities  and  towns : — Washington,  Potts- 
town,  Columbus,  Mercer,  West  Chester,  Johnstown,  Northumberland,  Scran- 
ton,  Williamsport,  Meadville,  Philadelphia,  New  Castle,  Harrisburg,  Lew- 
istown,  Canonsburg,  Waymart,  West  Newton,  Media,  Monongahela  City, 
Lebanon,  Quakertown  and  Edinboro'.  In  cases  where  defects  were  dis- 
covered in  buildings,  or  in  organization  of  schools,  or  where  special  excel- 
lences were  observed,  extended  reports  were  made,  and  were  published 
monthly  in  the  School  Journal.  Academies,  female  seminaries,  and  other 
private  institutions  were  visited  as  opportunity  presented,  and  were  men- 
tioned in  the  reports  of  visitation. 

Tisits  were  also  made  and  considerable  time  spent  in  examining  into  the 
condition  of  the  following  institutions : — The  State  Normal  school  of  the 
Second  district,  at  Millersville,  in  Lancaster  county, — the  State  Normal 
school  of  the  Twelfth  district,  at  Edinboro',  in  Erie  county,— Allegheny  Col- 
lege, at  Meadville,  Crawford  county,— "Lewisburg  University,"  at  Lewis- 
burg,  Union  county, — "Williamsport  Dickinson  seminary,"  at  Williamsport, 
Lycoming  county, — "Pennsylvania  University,"  at  Philadelphia,— Washing- 
ton College,  at  Washington,— "Jefferson  College,"  at  Canonsburg,  Wash- 
ington county,— and  "The  Western  University,"  at  Pittsburg.  Careful  notes 
were  taken  at  each  of  these  visits,  and  detailed  reports  were  made  tQ  this 
Department,  which  were  also  published  in  the  School  Journal, 
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Some  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  labor  performed  by  the  following  state- 
ment : 

The  estimated  number  of  miles  traveled,  is  8,815;  number  of  addresses 
delivered  before  public  assemblies,  33;  number  of  lectures  delivered  to 
teachers'  institutes  and  teachers'  classes,  89  ;  number  of  schools  visited,  148 ; 
aggregate  number  of  scholars  present  in  schools  visited,  5,950;  aggregate 
attendance  at  public  meetings  addressed,  8,900;  aggregate  attendance  of 
actual  teachers  at  institutes,  1,500.  In  addition  to  this  a  week  was  spent 
in  giving  instruction  in  physicial  culture,  at  the  Edinboro'  State  Normal 
school. 

In  addressing  mixed  audiences  of  teachers  and  people,  subjects  were 
chosen  which  seemed  to  be  indicated  bj  the  wants  of  the  localities,  and  the 
condition  of  public  sentiment.  Among  the  subjects  presented  on  these  oc- 
casions were  the  following  : — School  houses  and  school  grounds — size,  ar- 
rangement, ventilation,  shade-trees  and  shrubbery. — Graded  schools  and  the 
methods  of  organizing  them  to  make  them  efficient. — Physical  culture  and 
the  conditions  of  health. — Feeling  and  volition  as  agencies  in  education. — 
Theory  of  intellectual  education. — Object  lessons  and  the  order  of  mental 
development. — Means  of  making  the  school  system  efficient. — The  Senses 
and  Reflection  as  related  to  each  other  in  a  course  of  training. — The  rela- 
tions of  the  several  school  officers  and  agencies  in  our  system  to  each 
other. — Moral  education — necessity  of  making  it  systematic. — The  object 
of  education  to  secure  fruit. — Teachers'  responsibilities  and  the  importance 
of  having  an  exalted  ideal. 

In  lecturing  to  bodies  of  teachers,  the  subjects  selected  have  been  such 
as  the  immediate  necessities  of  the  school  room  demand.  Among  these 
were,  methods  of  organizing  a  school ;  systematic  arrangement  of  classes ; 
methods  of  securing  strict  attention;  thorough  teaching,  and  necessity  of 
reviews ;  how  to  secure  order  and  quiet  in  school ;  methods  to  be  pursued 
in  teaching  the  several  school  branches ;  but,  prominent  subjects  on  all 
occasions,  because  believed  to  be  too  commonly  neglected,  have  been  moral 
culture  and  physical  culture,  and  the  necessity  of  having  these  regularly 
and  systematically  taught. 

Colleges. — Previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  the  colleges  of 
the  State  seemed  to  give  promise  of  fair  success.  Several  of  them  had 
been  moderately  endowed,  either  by  private  munificence,  or  by  the  religi- 
ous denominations  with  which  they  affiliated.  The  war,  however,  has 
seriously  disturbed  the  attendance  in  all  of  them,  and  their  efficiency  has 
been  to  some  extent  checked.  A  part  of  them,  at  least,  are  in  great  need 
of  pecuniary  aid  ;  not  simply  to  live,  for  the  life  of  none  is  in  serious  dan- 
ger ;  but  to  enable  them  to  enlarge  their  usefulness.  Some  of  them  need 
improvements  in  buildings,  additions  to  their  cabinets  and  to  their  appara- 
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tus,  new  furniture,  increase  in  teaching  force,  and  all,  without  exception, 
need  to  have  their  libraries  rejuvenated  and  increased. 

It  is  believed,  that  the  Legislature  would  act  wisely  in  appropriating 
something  for  the  improvement  and  encouragement  of  these  institutions. — 
Such  appropriation  should  not,  however,  be  made  without  definite  know- 
ledge respecting  the  exact  condition  and  organization  of  each,  and  a  settled 
plan  for  improving  them.  The'  aid  granted,  should  effect  two  purposes ; 
one  to  elevate  the  standard  of  culture,  and  the  other  to  furnish  the  means 
for  sustaining  this  increased  standard.  Aid  should  be  given  on  condition 
of  stipulated  improvements,  where  improvements  seem  to  be  demanded. 

Normal  Scfigols. — The  Normal  schools  are  making  good  progress  and 
are  in  efficient  operation.  'J  he  money  appropriated  by  the  State  has  been 
wisely  expended,  and  the  fruits  are  already  apparent.  The  chief  want  of 
our  public  school  system  is  a  well  drilled  teaching  corps.  It  is  only  by  the 
preparation  and  training  of  such  a  force  that  we  can  make  the  large  expen- 
diture annually  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  system,  produce  good 
and  abundant  fruit.  The  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  in  bestowing  its  aid 
to  these  schools  is  clear,  and  reflects  great  credit  upon  its  foresight.  Further 
aid  to  these  institutions  is  needed,  and  will  be  productive  of  the  greatest 
good. 

Academies  and  Female  Seminaries. — Reports  from  but  a  small  number 
of  these  institutions,  compared  with  the  whole  number  believed  to  exist, 
were  received.  The  number  which  were  visited,  owing  to  the  extent  of 
other  work,  was  of  necessity  limited.  In  the  absence  of  adequate  informa- 
tion concerning  them,  no  definite  recommendation  can  be  hazarded.  It  would 
seem  though  from  the  very  important  sphere  which  they  occupy  in  our  vast 
educational  system,  that  their  claims  to  recognition  and  aid  should  not  be 
ignored. 

Graded  Schools. — The  number  of  these  is  steadily  increasing,  and  their 
superior  excellence  and  efficiency,  compared  with  the  ungraded  system,  is 
everywhere  apparent.  They  have,  however,  in  a  few  localities,  failed  to 
meet  the  expectations,  of  a  portion  at  least,  of  their  patrons.  Still,  the 
fault  is  not  in  the  system,  but  in  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  it  is  put  in 
operation. 

The  practice  which  most  injuriously  affects  this  system,  consists  in  de- 
grading the  high  school  department,  by  crowding  pupils  into  it  before  they 
are  prepared  for  the  transfi;r.  If  in  the  highest  department,  a  number  of 
scholars  are  admitted  who  properly  belong  to  a  lower  grade,  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  the  teacher  of  that  department  to  give  instruction  in  his  own 
grade,  and  at  the  same  time  in  that  of  the  lower,  either  so  well  or  so 
thoroughly  as  he  could  if  he  had  only  his  own  proper  work  to  do.  Parents 
of  advanced  pupils,  finding  that  their  sons  and  daughters  are  deprived  of 
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proper  instruction,  by  the  great  multitude  of  classes,  in  branches  which 
should  be  taught  in  the  lower  grades,  and  finding  them  associated  with  a 
throng  of  undisciplined  pupils,  conclude  to  secure  private  instruction. 

The  manner  in  which  this  evil  springs  up  is  ihis  :  The  directors  find  that 
the  primary  school  is  too  full.  They  accordingly  attempt  to  relieve  it,  not 
by  dividing  and  establishing  another  primary  school,  but  they  look  about 
for  a  few  of  the  most  advanced  pupils  and  transfer  them  into  the  next  higher 
grade,  before  they  have  finished  the  course  in  the  primary  school.  This 
affords  a  temporary  relief,  but  has  to  be  repeated,  and  hence  all  attempts  at 
classification  are  seriously  disturbed.  This  practice  causes  the  second  grade 
to  be  too  much  crowded,  and  the  same  plan  is  adopted  for  affording  relief 
to  it.  In  this  way  pupils  are  pushed  along  till  the  high  school  is  reached, 
which  very  soon  comes  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  a  mixed  school,  and  the 
evils  result  which  ought  to  be  expected,  causing  the  dissatisfaction  to  which 
we  have  referred. 

The  high  school,  to  be  successful  must  be  made  select — scholarship  alone 
being  the  test  for  admission.  Promotions  should  not  be  made  ofteuer  than 
once,  or  at  most  twice  in  the  year,  and  then  only  after  a  thorou<^'h  examina- 
tion by  a  competent  committee.  Suitable  persons  for  holding  these  exami- 
nations and  recommending  the  proper  transfer,  would  be,  the  principal  of 
the  high  school,  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  the  County 
Superintendent,  and  these  are  the  proper  persons  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bility. 

This  plan,  if  rigidly  pursued,  would  make  the  number  in  the  high  school 
in  many  towns  quite  small,  especially  if  the  course  of  study  is  au  advanced 
one.  But  this  is  no  objection.  If  it  is  small,  greater  opportunity  will  be 
afforded  for  making  the  organization  complete,  for  giving  the  most  thorough 
and  accurate  instruction,  and  for  visiting  and  superintending  the  lower 
grades.  If  it  is  of  an  elevated  character  and  really  meritorious,  it  will  soon 
be  sought  after,  and  to  get  into  it  will  be  regarded  as  a  prize  worth  draw- 
ing. Besides,  the  teacher  in  a  high  school  cannot  profitably  teach  so  large 
a  number  of  pupils,  as  in  a  lower  grade.  The  number  of  studies  pursued 
by  each  pupil  in  this,  is  much  greater,  and  the  time  required  for  giving  effi- 
cient instruction  longer,  than  in  the  more  elementary  classes.  In  a  proper 
classification  of  scholars  in  a  graded  system,  the  primary  department  will 
of  necessity  be  much  the  most  numerous.  Many  children  do  not  live  to 
enter  the  grammar  school,  and  many  more  have  not  the  disposition  or  the  at- 
tainments to  reach  it.  And  of  those  who  are  admitted  to  the  grammar  de- 
partment a  still  smaller  portion  advance  to  the  high  school. 

But  while  much  care  should  be  taken  in  establishing  and  perfecting  the 
high  school,  it  is  no  less  important  that  the  primary  departments  be  or- 
ganized for  the  most  efficient  service ;  for  they  are  really  the  sub-stratum 
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upon  which  the  prosperity  and  usefulness  of  the  whole  system  must  rest. 
It  is  from  this  that  the  higher  departments  are  to  be  fed.  A  mistake  here 
will  be  felt  throughout  the  course. 

Great  pains  should  therefore  be  taken  to  furnish  every  appliance  needed 
for  the  health  and  comfort  of  this  class  of  pupils  ;  that  the  rooms  be  not 
too  much  crowded  for  the  most  thorough  teaching,  and  for  the  preservation 
of  proper  discipline  and  quiet  ;  that  black-boards,  and  maps,  and  charts, 
and  simple  apparatus,  suited  for  this  grade  of  instruction,  be  plentifull}^  sup- 
plied. These  appliances  are  inexpensive,  compared  with  those  needed  for 
the  higher  grades ;  but  it  is  perhaps  even  more  important  that  they  be  fur- 
nished ;  for,  the  pupils  not  being  capable  of  reflection  or  much  concentration 
of  thought,  need  a  species  of  instruction  that  addresses  itself  to  the  eye, 
and  to  the  youthful  apprehension. 

It  is  now  very  generally  believed  that  females  can  teach  this  grade  of 
schools  more  successfully  and  acceptably  than  males,  and  experience  con* 
firms  the  belief.  It  is  however  desirable  that  there  be  a  male  teacher  a,t 
hand,  who  can  be  appealed  to  in  cases  of  extreme  obstinacy  or  malevolence. 

Especial  pains  needs  to  be  exercised  in  selecting  the  teachers  for  the  pri- 
mary schools.  A  much  higher  order  of  talent  is  needed  than  is  generally 
supposed.  A  love  for  the  work,  aptness  to  teach,  gi'eat  power  of  endurance, 
tact  in  gaining  the  confidence  and  aflfection  of  pupils  and  leading  them  at 
will,  methodical  and  orderly  habits,  quick  and  clear  perceptions,  with  the 
ability  so  to  communicate  as  to  catch  the  attention  of  pupils  and  inspire 
them  with  enthusiasm,  depth  of  moral  feeling  and  sentiment,  and  untiring 
zeal  and  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  pupils, — are  qualities  much  to  be  de- 
sired in  the  teacher  of  a  primary  school.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  twig  is  easily  bent,  and  that  the  giant  tree  bears  the  marks  of  early 
misuse. 

Prom  four  to  five  hundred  pupils  are  as  many  as  can  be  conveniently 
collected  in  one  locality,  or  accommodated  in  one  building.  One  male  prin- 
cipal, with  from  seven  to  nine  female  assistants,  is,  perhaps,  the  most  eco- 
nomic and  efficient  teaching  force  that  can  be  employed  for  this  number  of 
pupils.  In  a  city  or  village  with  eight  to  nine  hundred  pupils,  two  such 
schools  are  needed.  With  sixteen  to  eighteen  hundred  pupils  there  should 
be  four  such  schools  properly  located  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  town. 
When  the  population  of  a  place  is  sufficient  to  require  three  or  four  such 
schools,  it  will  doubtless  be  found  most  satisfactory  and  economic  to  estab- 
lish a  central  high  school.  Then  these  several  graded  schools  will  serve 
for  the  primary  and  grammar  departments,  and  be  tributary  to  the  high 
school. 

City  Superintendency. — It  is  impossible  to  have  a  graded  system  kept 
in  successful  operation,  without  a  thorough  supervision,  with  power  to 
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apply  correctives.  To  secure  this  end,  large  cities  should  employ  a  City 
Superintendent,  whose  sole  business  should  be  to  visit  and  examine  the 
schools,  and  report  monthly  to  the  board  what  each  teacher  is  doing,  and 
the  working  condition — the  defects  and  wants  of  each  school.  In  towns 
and  small  cities  the  principal  of  the  high  school  can  be  employed  one  or 
two  hours  each  day  in  visiting  the  subordinate  schools,  and  be  required  to 
report  monthly.  The  propriety  and  importance  of  this  feature  will  at  once 
be  recognized.  If  each  school  is  allowed  to  go  on  independently  of  every 
other,  its  condition  and  immediate  wants  being  known  only  by  the  teacher 
and  not  properly  comprehended  even  by  him,  a  part  of  the  evils  will  natu- 
rally ensue  which  are  inseparable  from  the  ungraded  system,  and  errors 
will  go  on  multiplying  and  unchecked.  This  subject  is  respectfully  but 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  local  boards. 

In  my  visitations,  some  errors  have  been  observed  in  the  construction  of 
buildings,  and  putting  the  graded  system  in  operation,  which  should  be  par- 
ticularly guarded  against.  Without  attempting  to  present  them  in  detail 
it  will  be  sufficient  for  present  purposes  to  simply  refer  to  them. 

1.  Failure  to  provide  suitable  grounds  for  exercise  and  sports. 

2.  Failure  in  adopting  the  means  for  securing  the  proper  warming  and 
ventilating  of  the  rooms. 

3.  Neglect  in  grading  the  seats  and  desks,  as  to  height,  size  and  distance 
apart,  to  suit  the  age  and  size  of  pupils, 

4.  Crowding  together  too  many  pupils  into  one  room,  rendering  it  im- 
possible for  a  single  teacher  to  manage  or  instruct  them  efficiently. 

5.  A  failure  to  provide  suitable  seats  and  conveniences  for  class  recita- 
tion, and  sufficient  amount  of  apparatus  and  black-board  surface. 

6.  Lack  of  judicious  system  in  promoting  pupils  from  one  grade  to  another. 

7.  Not  employing  a  competent  board  to  examine  and  decide  upon  pro- 
motions. 

8.  Want  of  adequate  supervision  in  carrying  out  the  plan  adopted. 

We  have  dwelt  at  considerable  length  upon  the  concluding  topic  in  this 
report.  Its  importance,  at  the  present  juncture  in  our  school  affairs,  seemed 
to  demand  it.  Considerable  enthusiasm  has  been  manifested  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  in  commencing  and  organizing  graded  schools.  Their 
friends  have  every  where  held  out  the  most  promising  results.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  the  expectations  thus  raised  be  not  disappointed,  and  that  the 
work  so  well  begun,  be  improved  and  perfected,  and  its  efficiency  and  popu- 
larity sustained.  There  is  danger  that  through  neglect  it  be  abandoned  to 
indifference  or  odium.  Such  a  system  in  its  infancy  needs  to  be  carefully 
nurtured.  Difficulties  are  to  be  anticipated.  A  project  so  grand,  so  broad 
in  its  foundation,  so  comprehensive  and  lofty  in  its  proportions,  cannot  be 
expected  to  be  launched  at  once  into  successful  operation.     Ignorance  and 
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bigotry  are  to  be  encountered,  pride  and  prejudice  are  to  be  overcome,  and 
a  thousand  minor  difBculties  will  be  found  in  the  way  impeding  its  pro- 
gress. But  the  friends  of  the  system  may  rest  assured  that  if  the  schools 
are  made  good  and  efficient,  their  final  triumph  cannot  be  doubtful. 

SAMUEL  P.  BATES, 
Deputy  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 
School  Depahtjient,       > 
Harrisburg,  June  4>,  1863,  j" 
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ADAMS  COUNTY.— John  C.  Ellis. 

This  report  closes  my  official  connection  with  the  common  schools  of  Adams 
county.  In  the  main  they  were  successful,  and  I  have  reason  to  be  weH 
satisfied  with  the  administration  of  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the  direc- 
tors. Indeed,  when  we  reflect,  that  for  the  last  two  years,  our  country  has 
been  passing  through  the  greatest  and  most  important  struggle  the  world 
ever  witnessed ;  that  stupendous  and  grave  events  have  succeeded  each  other 
so  closely,  and  so  continuously,  that,  if  it  be  possible,  we  are  to-day  more 
familiar  with  the  hideous  form  of  rebellion,  and  its  attributes,  than -we  are 
with  our  own  peaceful  and  endearing  projects  for  social  advancement,  we 
have  full  reason  to  be  thankful  that  the  administration  of  our  schools  was 
at  all  perfect,  and  their  progress  perceptible. 

I  remark,  also,  with  satisfaction,  that,  although  men'are  not  specially  prone 
to  regard  the  minute  when  the  great  is  jeopardized,  enough  has  been  accom- 
plished for  our  schools  to  insure  the  confidence  of  the  friends  of  education, 
and,  under  proper  auspices,  to  warrant  the  expectation  of  a  future  of  une- 
quivocal success. 

That  success  I  heartily  desire  ;  I  anticipate  no  disappointment.  While  I 
aver  that  our  school  matters  have  assumed  a  quite  cheerful  aspect,  and  are 
making  direct  progress,  I  do  not  allow  myself  to  be  deceived,  and  am  far 
from  believing  the  progress  to  be  such  as  to  leave  nothing  to  do  but  to  fold 
ones  arms  and  allow  things  to  drift  on  without  further  regard. 

Directors  1  it  is  not  enough  for  you,  whose  mission  it  is  to  give  effect  to  the 
law,  to  put  this  law  into  foroe  by  merely  establishing  schools  under  it ;  you 
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have  to  work  constantly  to  perfect  what  you  have  so  nobly  be^n ;  for,  there 
are  many  and  serious  evils  to  be  removed. 

To  cite  only  a  very  few,  I  will  mention  the  negligence  of  many  parents 
in  famishing  their  children  with  the  necessary  books,  the  want  of  necessary 
school  apparatus,  maps,  libraries  and  cabinets,  and  the  want  of  that  general 
encouragement  to  good  teachers,  which  is  calculated  to  make  them  discharge 
their  duties  with  pleasure  to  themselves,  and  which  they  deserve  for  the 
important  services  they  render  to  the  youth  of  our  country.  These  evils, 
and  others,  you  can  eradicate  by  the  employment  of  the  proper  means.  Let 
me,  therefore,  conjure  you,  by  your  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  of 
your  position,  to  put  those  means  into  operation. 

New  School  Houses  erected  during  the  year. — Cumberland  1,  well  located, 
large,  and  convenient,  but  its  materials  are  not  such  as  the  directors  had 
stipulated  for,  and  to  compensate  for  which,  I  am  informed,  an  abatement 
was  made  in  the  price.  Butler  2,  excellent,  and  I  hope  they  are  forerunners 
of  others  of  like  kind  in  this  district.  Germany  2,  one  very  superior,  wHh 
an  extensive  play  ground,  neatly  fenced,  and  to  be  ornamented  with  trees; — 
the  other  is  one  of  the  old  houses,  so  neatly  repaired  and  changed  in  appear- 
ance, that  it  may  be  styled  a  new  house.  Huntingdon  2,  very  good,  frame, 
large,  convenient,  and,  in  every  respect,  just  what  they  ought  to  be,  first 
class  houses.  This  district,  as  I  anticipated,  has  fully  redeemed  itself.  Frank- 
lin 1,  in  Arendtsville — a  model  house  in  many  respects — total,  8. 

In  this  connection  I  must  remark,  that  the  directors  of  Cumberland  and 
Butler  districts  have  published  notices  inviting  proposals  for  erecting,  this 
summer,  a  new  school  house  in  each  of  these  townships.  In  Straban,  also, 
the  directors  have  completed  arrangements  for  erecting  a  new  school  build- 
ing in  Hunterstown,  to  be  33  feet  in  length,  25  feet  wide  inside,  ceiling  11 
feet  high — to  have  one  main  passage  3  feet  wide,  4  other-s,  each  18  inches 
wide — 4  rows  of  desks,  each  desk  4  feet  long — and  to  have  recitation  seats 
in  front  of  the  teacher's  platform — two  black-boards,  each  9  feet  by  S^  feet, 
and  the  house  to  be  frame,  weatherboarded  vertically.  In  Union  district, 
also,  the  directors  have  concluded  to  build  six  new  school  houses. 

Insufficient  School  Houses. — Berwick  borough  1 ;  Butler  2;  Cumberland 
1;  Franklin  4;  Germany  1;  Hamiltonban  3;  Huntingdon  1;  (Wierman's) 
Mount  Joy  1 ;  Mount  Pleasant  4 ;  Menallen  3 ;  Oxford  2 ;  Reading  3 ;  Ty- 
rone 1;  Union  3 — total,  30. 

Furniture — supplied  during  the  year. — Germany  2;  Liberty  1;  Frank- 
lin 1;  Huntingdon  2;  Cumberland  1;  Butler  2 — total  9.  This  furniture  is 
all  plain,  but  very  good. 

Insufficient  Furniture. — Berwick  borough  1;  Berwick  township  1 ;  Butler 
3;  Conewago2;  Cumberland  2 ;  Franklin  9  j  Germany  Ij  Hamiltonban  2 ; 
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'Scntingdon  2 ;  Menallen  5 ;  Mount  Joy  3 ;  Mount  Pleasant  7 ;  Reading  3 ; 
Straban  3 ;  Tyrone  1 ;  Union  2 — total  4-5. 

Apparatus  supplied  during  the  year. — Butler,  new  black-boards  2 ;  Frank- 
lin 2 ;  Germany  2 ;  Liberty  1 ;  Menallen  1 ;  Tyrone  1 ;  Huntingdon  2 — 
total  11.  Outline  maps — ^^Cumberland  8  sets;  Franklin  12;  Tyrone  7 — total 
Tl  sets. 

Visitation.— The  schools,  with  one  exception,  were  all  visited  within  the 
term — duration  of  visit,  2  hours. 

District  Institutes. — These  were  all  organized  ;  many  of  them  were  judi- 
ciously and  profitably  conducted ;  others,  again,  were  not  well  managed ; 
•they  will  do  better  in  futui^. 

County  Institute. — It  was  convened  at  Petersburg.  The  session  was  well 
attended  and  profitable.  An  adjourned  meeting  was  to  have  been  held  ia 
Bendersville,  in  the  following  FeTiruary,  but  was  prevented  by  stress  ef 
weather,  bad  roads,  and  other^  causes. 

Public  Sentiment. — From^my  report  of  last  year,  and  the  statements  above 
made,  it  can  be  seen  that  opposition  to  the  school  system  is  dying  out  here, 
and  we  hope  that,  in  a  few  years,  Adams  county  will  become  proverbial  for 
her  support  of  common  schools. 

Qualifications  of  Candidates  Examined. — There  were  special  instances 
of  improvement  in  qualifications,  but,  as  a  general  thing,  I  could  discover  no 
advancement.  Indeed,  in  some  districts,  owing  to  the  war,  we  were  obliged 
to  pass  candidates  whom,  under  other  circumstances,  we  would  have  refused 
at  once,     , 

Females  Employed. — Good  lady  teachers  are  gradually  but  firmly  work- 
ing their  way  into  favor  with  directors  and  patrons,  and  we  employed  a 
larger  number  of  them  this  year  than  on  any  previous  occasion.  I  trust 
this  may  go  on  in  an  increasing  ratio.  "Educate  the  mothers  of  France," 
was  the  reply  of  an  eminent  French  lady  to  Napoleon,  in  answer  to  his  ques- 
tion of  "how  be  could  best  make  good  citizens,"  and,  doubtless,  her  reply 
was  based  upon  the  great  truth  that  true  intellectual  training  must  come 
from  educated  women. 

Number  of  schools  in  which  the  Scriptures  were  read,  90. 

Number  of  schools  in  which  the  Scriptures  were  not  read,  54. 

Number  of  schools  in  which  moral  instruction  was  given  by  other  means, 
*75. 

Amount  received  by  secretaries  as  district  superintendent,  $10. 

Amount  received  by  secretaries  as  such,  $116. 

VisUs  by  Citizens. — These  were  vastly  more  frequent  than  formerly;  num- 
ber not  known. 

Visits  by  Directcrs. — Directors  visited  the  schools  pretty  regularly  and 
frequently;  number  not  known. 
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Schools  graded  during  the  year,  none. 

Schools  classified  but  not  graded,  135. 

Schools  neither  classified  nor  graded,  10. 

Teachers — applicants  examined,  173. 

Professional  certificates  given,  15. 

Provisional  certificates  given,  153. 

Certificates  refused,  20. 

Closing  Bemarks. — I  must  not  conclude  this  report  without  alluding  to 
the  constant  kindness  and  generous  hospitalitj  which  I  received  at  the  hands 
of  directors,  teachers,  and  patrons  of  our  schools.  For  this,  and  their 
friendly  aid  and  advice  in  all  things  pertaining  to  4he  improvement  of  these 
schools,  I  tender  to  them  my  hearty  thanks;  and,  invoking  the  aid  of  Divine 
Providence  upon  their  labors,  I  trust  they  may  go  forward  to  accomplish 
greater  results  in  behalf  of  these  institutions  committed  to  their  care. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

[See  after  York  county.] 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY.— Joun  A.  CAXEoujf. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  school  law,  I  submit  my  third, 
and  last,  annual  report : 

School  Houses. — The  building  of  school  houses,  during  the  year,  has  been 
confined  to  the  rural  districts:  Cowanshannock  2;  Yallcy  1 ;  Red  Bank  1; 
Hovey  (Ind.)  1 — total  5.  These  houses  are  large  and  substantial,  well  fur- 
nished and  favorably  located. 

The  school  houses  of  Kittanning,  Leechburg  and  cVpollo  boroughs,  are 
Mtterly  unfit  for  school  purposes,  and  positively  injurious  to  the  pupils. — 
Their  liberal  and  enterprising  citizens  will,  doubtless,  soon  re-place  them 
with  buildings  which  will  be  at  once  an  honor  and  ornament  to  their  towns. 
The  remaining  houses,  unfit  for  school  purposes,  are  found  chiefly  in  Kit- 
tanning,  PvcdBank,  Pine  and  Madison  districts. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — The  houses  built  during  the  year  are  furnished 
with  plain,  but  comfortable  seats  and  desks,  sufficient  black-board  surface, 
and  hooks,  or  shelves  for  clothes.  Our  schools  are  destitute  of  apparatus, 
e^Koept  the  graded  schools  of  Brady's  Bend, 
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The  School. — None  were  graded  during  the  year.  The  directors  of  Ma- 
'liGning  district  have  determined  to  establish  a  graded  school  in  Putneyville. 
The  house  is  now  under  contract,  and  the  school  will  be  opened  next  win- 
ter. The  schools  of  Leechburg,  Apollo,  Worthington,  Eklerton  and  Rural 
Village,  ought  to  be  graded.  It  is  impossible  for  any  teacher  to  accomplish 
much  in  their  crowded  school  rooms  with  a  promiscuous  school.  While 
the  classification  in  many  of  our  schools  is  very  imperfect,  there  are  none 
neither  graded  nor  classified. 

Teachers. — Of  217  teachers  in  charge  of  our  schools,  15  hold  professional 
■certificates,  and  202  provisional.  All  of  our  professional  teachers,  and  17S 
of  those  holding  provisional  certificates,  gave  general  satisfaction.  Eighty 
four  females  were  found  in  charge  of  schools  ;  an  increase  of  thirty  over  last 
year.  Their  employment  produced  no  marked  results.  The  increased  dis- 
satisfaction in  some  districts,  was  owing  rather  to  the  youth  and  mexperienoe, 
than  to  the  sex  of  their  teachers.  Of  24  decided  failures,  10  were  males,  1 4 
females.  From  my  notes  of  visitation,  I  find  that  of  the  202  teachers  holding 
provisional  certificates,  62  were  teaching  their  first  term,  50  their  second, 
leaving  90  with  the  advantage  of  some  experience.  These  figures  show  the 
heavy  loss  the  profession  has  sustained  by  the  noble  response  of  our  teachers 
to  the  calls  of  our  government,  and  the  promptings  of  patriotism. 

Visitation 195  schools  were  visited  once,  15  twice,  and  20  not  at  all. — 

Sickness  prevented  the  usual  amount  of  labor  in  this  department  of  official 
'duty.  I  was  twice  prostrated  by  disease,  and  lost  about  six  weeks  of  the 
school  term.  My  visits  averaged  one  hour  in  length.  Visits,  by  parems 
and  citizens,  were  not  so  frequent  as  last  year. 

District  Seci'etary. — In  no  district  in  the  county  were  the  schools  visited 
mcnthly,  by  this  officer ;  in  two  districts,  it  is  believed,  they  were  visited, 
perhaps  twice,  during  the  term.  Directorial  supervision  was  not  so  regular 
as  it  has  been  heretofore. 

District  Institutes. — 21  district  institutes  were  sustained  in  the  county 
during  the  school  term;  of  these  10  were  organized  heretofore,  and  the  re- 
maining 1 1  were  established  last  fall.  These  associations  met  on  alternate 
Saturdays,  holding  8  meetings  during  the  term;  207  of  our  teachers  were 
connected  with  them,  and  upon  the  remainder,  (10,)  itis  believed,  professional 
reading  was  enjoined.  As  in  our  schools,  so  here,  the  great  difficulty  was 
in  the  youth  and  inexperience  of  our  teachers.  Many  of  the  leading  spirits 
of  the  profession,  now  on  the  tented  field,  were  sadly  missed.  Wherever 
there  were  a  few  teachers  of  experience  and  decided  ability  to  lead  in  the 
exercises,  their  sessions  were  profitable ;  where  these  leading  spirits  were 
wanting,  the  institute  fell  into  disrepute. 

Moral  In>^truction. — I  found  16  schools  in  which  no  moral  instruction  was 
jgiFen;   and  199  in  which  the  Bible  was  read  daily,  and  in  many  of  them 
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reverently  and  devoutly — read  as  an  act  of  worship  of  Almighty  God — and 
so  regarded  by  teacher  and  pupils.  Besides  reading  the  Scriptures,  it  is 
thought  much  may  be  effected  in  the  moral  culture  of  pupils,  by  enforcing 
on  their  hearts  and  consciences  the  moral  lessons  found  in  all  our  school 
readers.  These  books  abound  in  gems  of  thought  and  rules  of  life,  and  even 
their  simple  stories  are  based  on  the  principles  of  love  and  virtue.  The  true 
teacher  will  bring  these  out ;  and,  by  means  of  them,  warm  the  heart,  and 
stir  up  the  mind  to  noble  emulation,  and,  by  contrast,  lead  it  to  despise  the 
opposite  vices. 

Public  Sentiment. — Public  opposition  to  our  common  schools  has  alto- 
gether ceased.  Our  people  fully  appreciate  the  blessings  of  personal,  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  guaranteed  us  by  our  republican  institutions,  and  re- 
cognize in  the  Bible  and  common  school  the  twin  pillars  which  support  the 
whole  edifice. 

Gonelnsion. — Our  future  welfare  depends  upon  the  education  of  our  youth.- 
The  Bible  and  the  school  are  the  pillars  on  which  all  our  hopes  of  future 
greatness  as  a  nation  must  be  based.  Had  these  had  free  course  in  all  our 
borders  the  storm-clouds  of  war  would  not  now  cast  their  fitful  shadows  on 
•or  hills  and  valleys,  and  the  once  happy  homes  of  a  united  people  would 
not  now  be  clad  in  the  sable  drapery  of  grief  for  the  dead.  Let  the  Christian 
and  patriot  then  co-operate  in  the  blessed  work  of  diffusing  the  light  of  a 
sanctified  knowledge.  Let  the  school  and  the  Bible  go  hand  in  hand ;  and 
when  they  shall  have  lighted  up  the  minds,  and  warmed  the  hearts  of  all 
peoples  wars,  injustice  and  oppression  shall  forever  cease,  and  man  wil. 
hail  the  glorious  dawn  of  a  brighter  and  better  day. 
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School  Houses. — Ten  new  school  houses  have  been  built  duringthe  year- 
one  in  Brighton,  one  in  Darlington,  one  in  Franklin,  one  in  South  Bearer, 
and  two  in  Logstown  (independent)  district,  in  the  country  districts ;  and 
one  in  Georgetown,  one  in  Rochester,  and  two  in  Beaver  borough  (inde- 
pendent) district ;  all  Union  school  buildings.  The  following  deserve  par- 
ticular notice :  One  in  Brighton,  an  excellent  brick  building,  very  n-eatly 
finished,  and  quite  commodious  ;  one  in  Rochester  a  brick  building, 
55  feet  long  by  48  feet  in  width,  two  stories  high,  and  contains  two  school 
rooms  and  one  recitation  room  on  each  story ;  the  house  in  Beaver,  a  brick 
building,  50  feet  by  60  feet,  two  stories  high,  containing  two  large  school 
rooms  on  each  story,  pleasantly  situated  in  the  centre  of  a  nice  lot, 
which  has  been  enclosed  with  a  neat  fence;  the  Yanport  house   in  Beaver. 


BEAYER  COUNTY.  31 

borough  (independent)  district,  a  brick  building,  two  stories  high,  and 
contains  one  school  room  on  each  story. 

There  are  yet  thirteen  houses  unsuitable  for  school  purposes;  but  new  ones 
are  taking  the  place  of  some  of  them  every  year,  and  soon,  I  trust,  the  last 
of  them  will  disappear. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus The  new  houses  in  Rochester,  Beaver  and 

Vanport,  have  each  been  supplied  with  late  improved  styles  of  desks  and 
seats.  All  the  new  houses  have  been  well  supplied  with  black-board  except 
the  two  in  Logstown  district,  where  the  quantity  is  limited.  Forty-sevea 
houses  have  yet  unsuitable  furniture. 

The  School. — The  schools  of  Beaver  and  Yanport  have  been  graded  during 
the  year.  The  former  contains  four,  the  latter  two.  They  are  all  doing 
much  better  than  previous  to  the  grading. 

Teachers. — One  hundred  and  seventy-one  teachers  were  employed.  One 
hundred  and  forty  gave  reasonable  satisfaction,  of  whom  twenty-eight  held 
professional  certificates.  The  remainder  should  either  very  considerably 
improve,  or  quit  the  business.  Eighty-four  female  teachers  were  employed 
this  year.  Eighty-one  were  employed  last  year.  We  have  some  excellent 
female  teachers,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  a  majority  of  them  do  not  succeed 
as  they  should. 

Visitations. — Two  hundred  and  three  visits  were  paid  to  the  schools  by 
County  Superintendent.  One  and  a  half  hour  was  the  average  length  of 
each  visit.  A  number  of  the  schools  were  visited  a  second  time,  and  some 
of  them  oftener.     A  majority  of  the  schools  received  visits  from  the  directors. 

District  Secretaries. — These  did  not  act  as  district  superintendents  in  any 
of  the  districts. 

District  Institutes. — Sixteen  district  institutes  were  held  regularly  on  al- 
ternate Saturdays.  One  hundred  and  twenty  teachers  were  in  attendance. 
In  every  case  where  the  exercises  were  properly  conducted,  there  was  a 
marked  improvement  of  the  teachers.  The  district  institute  of  Hanover  was 
a  decided  success.  The  exercises  were  conducted  in  the  form  of  class  drill. 
Teachers  were  appointed,  and  lessons  assigned  at  the  close  of  each  meeting 
for  the  next  day's  exercises. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  regularly  read  in  156  schools, 
not  read  in  8.  Directors  should  require  this  done  in  every  school,  as  moral 
instruction  is  of  much  more  importance  than  mere  intellectual,  and  the  Bible 
is  certainly  the  best  book  from  which  to  receive  moral  precepts. 

Public  Sentiment. — I  believe  the  prevailing  sentiment  is  favorable  to  the 
common  school  system,  it  being  generally  considered  a  necessity. 

Suggestions  and  Remarks. — It  seems  to  me  that,  if  the  method  of  levying 
tax  were  changed  from  a  district  to  a  State  system,  it  would  be  more  in 
accordance  with  the  theory,  that  "the  property  of  the  State  should  educate 
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the  children  of  the  State,"  and  would  remove  some  of  the  existing  evils  con- 
nected with  the  present  system.  Directors  would  then  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity to  attend  lo  the  improvement  of  the  schools,  erecting  good  houses, 
and  securing  good  teachers.  There  would  then  be  no  inducement  influ- 
encing the  directors  to  keep  down  the  taxes  to  the  lowest  possible  point, 
to  have  them  erect  cheap  school  houses,  and  hire  cheap  teachers. 

If  the  salaries  of  the  County  Superintendents  were  fixed  by  law,  so  that 
each  one  would  receive,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  labor  performed,  it 
would  be  a  much  better  arrangement  than  the  present  one,  and  would  re- 
move a  bone  of  contention  from  the  tri-ennial  conventions  of  school  di- 
rectors. 

I  have  now  been  officially  connected  with  the  common  schools  of  Beaver 
county  for  more  than  five  years,  and  can,  without  any  hesitation,  report 
progress.  I  trust  that  in  future  the  improvement  may  be  still  more  rapid, 
so  that  the  schools  may  soon  become  all  that  their  most  ardent  friends  have 
ever  desired  or  hoped  for. 
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School  Houses. — There  are  about  one  hundred  and  seventy- five  school 
houses  in  the  county,  twenty-five  of  which  may  be  regarded  as  first-class; 
most  of  them  furnished  with  suitable  furniture.  One  hundred  may  be  ranked 
among  the  second  class,  such  as  will  answer  until  better  ones  can  be  pro- 
vided. Some  of  these  are  furnished  with  furniture  unfit  for  school  purposes. 
Fifty,  at  least,  are  wholly  unfit  foj  school  purposes,  both  houses  and  furniture 
being  injurious  to  the  health  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.  The  most  un- 
suitable houses  are  found  in  the  following  districts,  to  wit:  Londonderry, 
Cumberland  Yalley,  Harrison,  Bedford  township,  Monroe,  Union  and  Ilope- 
welL 

Many  school  houses  which  might  be  made  comfortable  with  a  very  small 
expense  to  the  district,  are  frequently  left  unrepaired  until  the  middle  of  the 
term,  or  are  neglected  during  the  entire  term;  thus  the  schools  must 
suffer ;  and  often  but  little  can  be  accomplished  by  either  the  teachers  or 
pupils  in  consequence.  This  is  a  great  hindrance  to  the  success  of  many 
schools;  and  until  directors  see  that  the  houses  are  in  good  repair,  and  well 
supplied  with  suitable  fuel,  before  the  opening  of  the  schools,  there  will  con- 
tinue to  be  great  loss  to  the  district. 

New  Houses. — Eleven  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  past  school 
year:  In  Broad  Top  1,  Juniata  1,  oVIonroe  3,  Middle  AYoodberry  1,  South 
Woodberry  2,  St,  Clair  1,  Union  2.     Five  or  six  of  these  are  first-class  houses. 
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Tbe  house  at  Clearville,  in  Monroe  district,  built  during  the  year,  may  be 
regarded  as  tlie  best  house  in  the  county,  excepting  the  Union  school  house 
in  Bedford  borough.  It  is  a  model  of  taste,  comfort  and  convenience.  It 
is  built  of  double  plank,  40  by  24.  by  11  feet,  with  a  vestibule  of  eight  feet  (8 
by  8  feet)  square,  into  which  the  main  entrance  opens.  The  school  room  Ik 
entered  by  passing  through  ante-rooms  (8  by  6  feet)  on  tbe  right  and  left  of 
the  vestibule.  These  ante-rooms  are  furnished  with  hooks  for  hats,  bon- 
nets and  extra  garments,  Windows,  six  in  number,  fifteen  lights  each. — 
The  house  is  ventilated  by  lowering  and  elevating  the  window  sash,  by 
means  of  pulleys.  Four  tiers  of  writing  desks,  of  modern  style,  3|-  feet  by 
18  or  20  inches,  with  a  narrow  aisle  between  each  tier ;  also  an  aisle  around 
the  wall.  Platform  at  the  end  of  the  room  opposite  the  main  entrance,  24# 
by  6  feet,  running  the  entire  width  of  the  room,  with  an  elevation  of  15  inches. 
The  pupils  all  face  the  platform,  upon  which  is  the  teacher's  desk,  and  in 
the  rear  of  Vv^hich,  against  the  wall,  is  the  black-board  surface,  24  by  5  feet. 
The  house  has  a  fine  external  appearance,  and  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  grove 
of  young  timber.  It  was  built  by  the  directors  and  citizens,  in  lieu  of  the 
old  log  hut,  burned  by  the  enemies  of  public  schools  during  last  winter. 

The  work  of  improvement  still  goes  on  in  most  of  the  districts,  by  making 
second-class  houses  more  comfortable,  by  putting  them  in  better  repair,  and 
by  supplying  them  with  better  furniture. 

Apparatus. — But  few  schools  have  any  apparatus,  except  black-boarOp 
and  elementary  charts  or  cards.  Most  o  the  schools  in  South  Woodberry 
have  been  supplied  with  Mitchell's  outline  maps;  but,  as  a  general  thing 
where  maps  are  used,  they  belong  to  the  teachers.  Many  of  our  Brst-clasp 
teachers  have  outline  maps  of  their  own  which  they  use  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  school.  The  Union  schools  in  Bedford  and  Bloody  Run  borough? 
are  each  provided  with  a  full  set  of  elementary  cards,  Mitchell's  outline  maps, 
terrestrial  globe  and  geometrical  solids. 

Graded  Schools. — There  is  but  one  properly  graded  school  in  the  county. 
The  Bedford  Union  school  is  divided  into  five  departments,  according  to  the 
advancement  of  the  pupils.  It  is  taught  by  a  male  superintendent  with 
four  female  assistants.  Bloody  Run,  Woodberry  and  Schellsburg  have  each 
two  departments  in  their  schools,  but  they  are  not  graded  as  they  should  be. 

Classification. — As  a  general  thing,  schools  are  well  classified;  as  well, 
at  least,  as  coujd  be  expected  with  so  many  young  and  inexperienced  teach- 
ers, and  so  great  diversity  of  books  as  still  exists  in  some  schools. 

Teachers. — One  hundred  and  eighty-five  teachers  were  employed  during 
the  tei-m — 137  males,  and  48  females;  being  an  increase  of  females  of  fifty 
per  cent,  over  last  year.  Their  success,  generally,  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the 
males.  Some  of  the  first-class  teachers  in  the  county  are  females,  and  re- 
ceive first-class  wages. 
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Success  in  Teaching. — Of  the  whole  number  emplojed,  about  two-thirds 
gave  general  satisfaction,  and  many  of  these  had  had  no  experience  in  teach- 
ing ;  but  they  went  into  the  work  in  earnest,  and  succeeded  far  beyond  our  ex- 
pectations ;  whilst  others,  of  whom  we  expected  more,  made  an  entire  failure 
by  their  own  indolence  and  indifference. 

Visitation  of  ScJwols. — One  hundred  and  fifteen  schools  were  visited  each 
once,  and  several  twice.  I  was  prevented  from  visiting  more  schools  by  ill 
health  from  the  middle  of  February  till  the  schools  had  nearly  all  closed. — 
I  visited  as  many  as  my  health  and  the  weather  would  permit.  Visitation 
of  schools  by  parents  and  directors  has  not  yet  become  very  common ;  but 
the  good  effect  of  such  visits  upon  the  schools  is  very  perceptible,  and  such 
visits  should  be  more  encouraged  by  teachers. 

District  Superintendents. — The  secretaries  of  the  following  townships 
served  as  district  superintendents,  to  wit :  Bedford  borough,  Bedford  town- 
ship, Middle  Woodberry,  South  Woodberry,  Snake  Spring,  Hopewell  and 
Bloody  Run.  Where  the  district  superintendents  have  been  successful 
teachers  themselves,  or  are  practical  and  intelligent  school  men,  their  visits 
accomplished  much  good.  No  other  class  of  men  should  be  chosen  to  fill 
that  position. 

Institutes. — The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  County  Teachers' association 
was  held  in  Bedford,  April  10th  and  11th.  The  attendance  and  interest 
manifested  by  the  teachers  was  good  and  very  encouraging.  The  exercises 
consisted  of  addresses,  reports,  essays  and  discussions.  Every  district  in 
the  county  complied  with  the  law  by  organizing  district  institutes  wherever 
practicable,  which  met  on  alternate  Saturdays,  all  the  teachers  being  re- 
quired to  attend,  or  forfeit  one  dollar  for  each  absence  unless  excused  by 
the  board  of  directors.  The  provision  of  the  law  requiring  alternate  Satur- 
days to  be  spent  in  this  way  meets  with  great  favor  with  both  directors 
and  teachers.  Much  good  may  be  expected  to  result  from  so  frequent 
a  meeting  of  the  educators  of  our  youth  for  their  own  mutual  improve- 
ment. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  read  at  the  opening  of  the  schools 
daily  in  about  one  hundred  schools.  The  reading  of  the  Scriptures  in  school 
by  the  teacher,  should  be  made  obligatory.  The  Word  of  God  has  already 
been  too  long  a  sealed  book  in  the  school  room.  Good  morals  are  inculcated 
orally  in  all  our  schools,  so  far  as  I  could  learn.  No  text-book,  on  the  sub- 
JQct  of  morals,  has  been  introduced. 

Fvhlic  Sentiment. — The  opposition  to  public  schools,  which  was  so  mani- 
fest in  quite  a  number  of  districts  but  a  few  years  since,  has  almost  entirely 
disappeared,  and  the  cause  is  yearly  gaining  favor  with  the  people.  The 
want  of  thoroughly  qualified  teachers  contributes  more  to  make  the  public 
schools  unpopular,  than  all  other  causes  combined.     Our  county  and  town- 


BERKS  COUNTY.  9&> 

ahip  institutes,  together  with  the  school  columns  in  our  local  papers,  are 
doing  much  to  dispel  the  prejudices  existing  in  the  minds  of  those  opposed 
to  the  common  school  system. 

Remarks. — During  the  last  three  years  there  has  b.een  a  laudable  zeal 
among  the  teachers  to  qualify  themselves  for  the  responsible  duties  of  their 
profession,  by  attending  normal  schools,  academies  and  teachers'  institutes. 
Many  of  our  most  zealous  and  well  qualified  teachers  are  now  doing  noble 
service  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.     These  noble  fellows  were  greatly 
missed  when  we  tried  to  fill  their  places  in  the  school  room.     The  standard 
of  qualification  for  teachers-  has  been  considerably  elevated  during  the  last 
three  years.     Many  of  those  who  were  employed  as  teachers  in  former  yeare 
have  been  refused  certificates;  and  thus  they  have  been  compelled  to  give 
place  to  younger,  yet  more  scientific  and  practical  teachers.     This  cutting;' 
off  the  withered  branches  should  be  continued  until  naught  but  live  branchefc 
are  found  in  the  profession. 
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Preliminary  Remark. — For  a  full  and  detailed  exhibit  of  the  educational 
statistics  of  our  county,  the  reader  is  referred  to  our  report  for  1862.  Asthe- 
table  therein  contained  may  be  taken,  in  general,  as  a  fair  representation  of 
our  condition  during  the  past  school  term,  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
repeat  the  same,  but  content  ourselves  with  the  addition  of  such  items  as- 
properly  belong  to  the  year  1863. 

Reading  School  District. — From  the  able  report  of  its  controllers,  the  fol- 
lowing extract  is  taken :  "  They  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  schools  are, 
in  some  respects,  in  a  more  favorable  condition,  than  at  any  previous  period 
of  their  history.  They  are  working  out  satisfactory  results,  meeting  the 
expectations  of  friends,  and  silencing  the  murmurs  of  objectors.  As  years 
pass  by,  they  are  becoming  more  efficient,  through  the  experience  of  teach- 
ers, and  those  who  control  the  educational  interests  of  the  city.  And  hence, 
notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  of  the  times,  the  schools  are  in  a  pros- 
perous state,  and  give  promise  of  still  greater  advancement.  They  are 
conferring  inestimable  benefits  upon  our  immediate  community ;  and,  indi- 
rectly, are  not  without  interest  to  our  State  and  common  country.  That  our 
safety,  as  a  Republic,  requires  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  was  per- 
haps never  more  fully  manifest  than  at  the  present  moment.  The  freest  land 
on  earth,  ours  must  be  the  most  enlightened  and  virtuous,  in  order  to  its 
stability.     Such  a  condition  alone  can  raise  us  above  the  power  of  corrup- 
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tion;  and  h^nce  public  education  must  commend  itself  to  every  lover  of  hi? 
country." 

School  Houses. — Five  new  ones  built ;  two  in  Pricetown,  one  in  Cumru, 
one  in  Tulpehocken,  and  one  in  Kutztown  ;  all  of  them  substantial,  durable 
buildings.  Special  mention  must  be  made  of  that  erected  in  the  borough  of 
Kutztown,  at  an  expense  of  $3,000  ;  a  beautiful  two-story  house,  of  improved 
style,  with  four  spacious  rooms,  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
designed.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  directors  of  this  flourish- 
ing town,  who,  encouraged  and  supported  by  their  fellow-citizens,  finally 
succeeded  in  overcoming  all  opposition,  and  now  enjoy  their  reward  in  th« 
appreciation  of  their  labors  by  a  grateful  community. 

Grading. — Three  schools  were  graded  during  the  past  year;  one  in  Tul- 
pehocken, one  in  Upper  Tulpehocken,  and  one  in  Upper  Bern.  There  ig 
room  for  improvement  in  our  county  in  this  respect.  Our  people,  once  fully 
convinced  of  the  advantages  of  this  system,  will  not  be  among  the  most  back- 
ward in  adopting  and  putting  it  into  general  practice.  Circumstances, 
however,  not  unfrequentiy  check  the  aspirations  of  the  most  devoted  friends 
of  schools.  We  are  satisfied  that  directors  and  people  are  prepared  to  do 
•  what  can  be  done,  in  this  direction,  at  this  particulai'  time. 

Teachers. — Of  the  majority  of  them  it  maybe  said  that  they  laboi;ed  with 
a  zeal  worthy  of  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged.  In  point  of  com- 
petency, many  were  fully  equal  to  their  position ;  whilst  those  whose  ac- 
quirements were  more  or  less  limited,  appeared  desirous  of  enlarging  the 
circle  of  their  knowledge.  A  decided  improvement  has  been  made  by  many 
in  the  art  of  imparting  instruction,  and  of  governing  pupils.  Our  more  en- 
terprising teachers  clearly  understand  the  difference  between  learning  a  lesson 
by  rote,  and  learning  it  in  its  principles  and  applications.  They  do  not 
merely  require  the  scholar  to  memorize  the  letter  of  the  text-book,  but 
insist,  also,  on  his  comprehending  and  digesting  it.  It  is  a  great  mistake, 
to  suppose  that  the  human  soul  is  a  mere  lumber  room,  to  be  filled  with 
curious  and  useless  things,  or  a  mere  treasure-house  of  facts  and  dates. 
He  is  the  best  teacher  who  leads  his  pupils  to  think,  and  to  appropriate 
what  they  learn.  He  who  sticks  to  his  text-book,  taking  everything 
for  granted  on  the  ipse  dixit  of  its  author,  cannot  be  called  an  educated 
man. 

Visitation. — All  the  schools  were  visited  once,  some  twice,  and  a  few  three 
times.     Average  duration,  one  hour  and  a  quarter. 

District  Institutes. — These  were  generally  organized  throughout  the  county, 
and,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  goes,  faithfully  attended.  Those  townships  in 
which  the  teachers  manifested  the  greatest  interest  in  them,  made  the  most 
marked  and  substantial  progress.  In  many  places,  directors  and  citizen? 
encouraged  them  by  their  attendance. 
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Moral  Instruction. — Scriptures  read  in  248  schools ;  singing  in  189;  prayer 
m  101 -use  of  text-book  in  14. 

Public  Sentiment. — Absolute  unanimity  of  sentiment,  touching  any  sub- 
ject, cannot  be  expected  in  a  world  of  contradiction  and  discord.  Persons 
may  always  be  found,  in  learned,  as  well  as  in  ignorant  communities,  who 
stubbornly  oppose  what,  in  the  estimation  of  most  people,  would  materially 
contribute  to  the  welfare  of  society.  We  can  truthfully  afSrm,  however, 
that,  in  our  county,  the  current  of  public  opinion  is  moving  very  rapidly  in 
favor  of  the  school  system.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  the  leading  inflruenees 
which  give  direction  to  the  thought  and  action  of  a  community,  are  turning 
towards  it  their  kindest  attention. 

We  must  not  forget  to  observe,  as  a  very  promising  token  for  the  future^ 
that  the  people  appear  willing  to  show  fair  play  to  the  school  system,  by 
lifting  it  above  the  passions  and  prejudices  that  not  unfrequently  agitate 
the  rainds  of  men. 

We  direct  attention  to  the  following  extract  from  the  eighth  annual  report 
of  the  Reading  district,  drawn  up  by  Rev.  Charles  Fl  M'Cauley,  chairman 
of  the  committee:  "Before  closing,  the  committee  desire  to  say,  that  whilst 
the  board  endeavors  to  render  the  schools  worthy  of  the  approbation  of  the 
community,  as  educational  institutions,  it  will  take  care  to  preserve  thena 
from  the  intrusion  of  all  questions  which  would  be  calculated  to  prove  mis- 
chievous in  their  results.  They  must  be  kept  aloof  from  partisan  influences, 
both  of  State  and  church.  Established  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  and  creeds, 
no  partiality  for  any  party  will  be  permitted;  and  any  attempt  to  introduce 
subjects  calculated  to  create  discord,  or  any  conduct  which  tends  to  inter- 
rupt the  harmony  and  good  feeling  of  the  pupils,  will  be  promptly  met  in  a 
proper  way.  This  is  regarded  as  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  public  schools, 
under  all  circumstances.  And,  in  these  times  of  peculiar  excitement,  the 
community  may  rest  assured  that  every  eifort  will  be  made  to  keep  them 
within  their  prescribed  and  legitimate  limits." 

These  remarks,  so  just  in  themselves,  and  so  consistent  with  the  fitness  of 
things,  we  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  the  earnest  consideration  of 
the  friends  of  education;  more  especially  to  County  Superintendents,  whose 
indiscretion,  whether  at  the  examination  of  applicants,  or  during  the  visitation 
of  schools,  or  whilst  delivering  addresses  before  educational  conventions, 
may  lead  them  to  impose,  on  reluctant  hearers,  their  own  peculiar  views  of 
things  in  no  wise  connected  with  the  duties  of  their  office. 


m  BLAIR  COTJNTT. 

BLAIR  COUNTY.— Jno.  Mitchell. 

New  School  Hozises.-—ln  Blair  1,  Prankstown  1,  Antis  1,  Logan  1,  Taylor 
1,  Huston  1 — total  6,  The  buildings  erected  this  year  are  all  convenient 
and  substantial,  some  of  them  tastefully  finished,  well  lighted  and  ventilated. 
Furniture  and  Apparatus. — There  has  been  no  improvement  made  in  fur- 
niture, nor  in  apparatus.  The  same  rough  and  rickety  dcvsks  and  benches 
reported  unfit  last  year,  continue  to  afflict  the  pupils,  and  it  seems  impos- 
-sible  to  awaken  those  concerned  to  the  fact,  that  comfort  in  the  school  room, 
is  essential  to  enhance  the  disposition  of  children  to  study.  Last  year 
outline  maps  were  furnished  to  the  schools  of  eight  districts.  Nothing  more, 
in  the  shape  of  apparatus,  has  been  furnished  this  year. 

Visitations. — One  hundred  and  thirty-three  schools  were  visited  once, 
forty-eight  twice,  and  seven  three' times;  average  length  of  visits  about  two 
and  a  half  hours.  One  school  was  not  visited,  (in  Catharine  district,)  the 
teacher  having  resigned  the  day  before  the  district  was  visited.  Several 
schools  were  found  closed,  at  the  second  visit,  owing  to  sickness  of  pupils, 
and  absence  of  teachers. 

Examinations. — No  change  was  made  in  the  examination  of  teachers  from 
last  year.  One  hundred  and  ninety  provisional,  and  four  professional  certi- 
ficates, were  granted.  Twelve  individuals  were  privately  examined  at  the 
written  request  of  directors. 

Female  Teachers. — Thirty-three  ladies  were  employed  in  the  county,  being 
an  increase,  in  this  respect,  of  nine,  over  last  year ;  showing  a  gradual  yield- 
ing of  prejudices  formerly  indulged  against  female  teachers.  The  schools 
under  their  management  compared  favorably  with  those  taught  by  male 
teachers. 

Moral  Instruction. — Ih  ninety-two  schools  the  Scriptures  were  read ;  in 
-some  by  classes  as  a  school  book ;  in  nearly  all  by  the  teachers  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  morning  exercises.  In  a  few  instances  the  Throne  of  Grace  was 
addressed.  Short  lectures  were  given  in  most  of  th«  schools  on  the  pun- 
ishment that  is  entailed  by  vice,  and  the  sure  reward  found  in  the  path  of 
virtue;  but  no  regular  system  of  moral  instruction  derived  from  a  text- book, 
was  practised  by  the  teachers. 

Summer  Schools. — Three  of  these  are  now  in  progress  in  Williamsburg, 
Woodbury  district;  one  in  Newry,  Blair  district.  The  summer  school, 
usually  in  session  at  Maria  Forge,  Taylor  district,  was  not  opened  this  sea- 
son, the  directors  having  concluded  it  would  l)e  more  profitable  to  have  it 
changed  to  a  winter  school. 

The  War. — Upwards  of  thirty  teachers  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try, at  the  call  for  nine  months'  volunteers,  and  twelve  are  in  the  service  for 
"three  years  or  during  the  war. "     The  schools,  in  consequence,  were  mainly 
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Med  this  year  by  teachers  from  other  localities.  The  general  progress, 
nevertheless,  underwent  no  perceptible  retrogression.  Of  course  the  pro- 
press  would  have  been  accelerated,  had  the  minds  of  teachers,  directors  and 
parents  not  been  engrossed  with  details  of  the  wicked  rebellion.  Under  all 
the  incidental  distraction  caused  the  last  year  has  also  had  some  redeem- 
ing features.  The  school  terms  have  not  been  shortened,  and  the  district 
institutes  established  have  diffused  an  awakening  through  the  minds  of  many 
teachers,  whose  thoughts  were  unwont  to  plan  for  self-improvement. 

Improvements  in  Teachers. — Improvements  in  methods  of  imparting  know- 
ledge have  been,  in  most  cases,  steadily  increasing.  This  is  known  by  our 
teachers  addressing  themselves,  principally,  to  the  understanding  of  their 
pupils,  and  not,  as  formerly,  to  their  memories.  Principles,  and  not  words, 
are  what  they  aim  at  implanting;  without  which,  all  efforts  to  educate  are 
abortive. 

District  Institutes, — These  were  established  in  all  the  school  districts. 
Some  of  the  school  boards  entered  at  once  into  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
legal  requirement;  others  hesitated,  not  seeing  the  utility  of  the  movement, 
being  also  decidedly  opposed  to  reducing  the  school  month  to  twenty  days. 
But  where  a  cheerful  compliance,  in  view  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived,  could 
not  be  won,  the  threatened  "loss  of  State  appropriation"  conquered  the  un- 
willingness of  other  districts,  who  were  rather  late  in  embracing  the  new 
measure. 

Observations. — There  is  by  no  means  a  general  approbation  of  the  "twenty 
days  school  month."  Many  would  gladly  have  it  changed,  and  they  would 
make  the  attendance  on  district  institutes,  on  the  part  of  teachers,  a  voiun- 
tary  matter,  and  for  which  they  should  receive  no  compensation.  But  another 
year's  experience  of  the  advantages  of  the  semi-monthly  deliberations  of 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  teachers  in  our  county,  assembled  in 
the  various  townships  to  devise  the  best  means  for  their  children's  improve- 
ment, ought,  and  no  doubt  will,  procure  for  the  present  measures,  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  parents  and  directors. 
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On  many  accounts  the  past  year  has  been  an  unfortunate  one  for  our  schools, 
Many  of  our  best  teachers  are  now  doing  battle  for  the  support  of  the  Con- 
stitution, or  are  "sleeping  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking," 

Disease,  too,  has  made  sad  inroads  in  the  teachers'  ranks.  More  have  died 
at  home  than  in  any  two  previous  years  since  I  have  been  superintendent 
Our  scholars  have  been  swept  off  by  scores,  yes  by  hundreds.     The  finan- 
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oial  condition  of  the  country  has,  in  some  few  instances,  operated  unfavora- 
bly. Thus,  while  God  is  afflicting  us  as  a  nation,  our  educational  interests 
are,  to  some  extent,  suffering  also. 

Notwithstanding  these  dark  and  mysterious  dealings  of  Divine  Providence, 
we  have  much  to  encourage  us.  Very  many  of  our  teachers  who  remain 
are  more  faithful,  more  energetic,  more  sensible  of  the  fearful  responsibili- 
ties resting  upon  them,  and  more  fully  determined  to  meet  manfully  the  de- 
mands that  these  troublous  times  make  upon  them.  While  a  few  boards 
have  shortened  their  terms  because  of  the  "hard  ^mes,"and  some  have 
voted  to  pay  lower  wages,  most  of  the  districts  have  kept  their  schools 
©pen  the  usual  length  of  time,  and  have  paid  their  teachers  their  ordinary 
wages. 

In  consequence  of  sickness  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  I  was  not  able 
to  conduct  the  institutes  that  have  formerly  been  held  in  the  county.  This 
was  a  drawback  to  many  of  the  teachers,  but  was  made  up,  in  part  at  least, 
by  the  "district  institutes.''^  The  meetings  of  our  county  associations  have 
never  before  been  as  fully  attended,  nor  their  proceedings  more  beneficial  to 
the  cause  of  education. 

School  Houses. — There  have  been  twenty-seven  erected  during  the  year, 
ail  of  wood  except  one,  and  are  substantial  buildings  having  generally  tolera- 
bly good  sized  lots;  most  of  them  are  conveniently  arranged,  although  a  few 
are  not  as  much  so  as  they  should  be.  Asylum  district  has  erected  one  of 
l>fick,  being  the  first  one  of  the  kind  in  the  county.  When  it  is  completed, 
it  will  be  a  superior  school  edifice.  In  Orwell  a  fine  building,  for  a  graded 
school,  has  been  erected. 

Furniture. — We  have  no  school  houses  that  are  supplied  with  the  "Bos- 
ton furniture;"  still  our  new  houses  have  most  of  them  furniture  that  is  con- 
venient. Nearly  all  our  old  ones  have  furniture  both  inconvenient  and  un- 
comfortable ;  and  as  they  are  soon  to  be  displaced  by  new  ones,  there  will 
probably  be  no  change  in  their  accommodations. 

Apparatus. — There  are  maps  in  a  majority  of  our  houses ;  in  the  new 
ones  good  black-boards,  and  in  some  few,  orthographical  charts.  Nearly 
all  have  black-boards,  but  many  of  them  are  poor.  Some  of  the  teachers 
have  maps,  charts  and  globes  of  their  own,  which  they  use.  Where  these 
are  uged  pupils  generally  are  more  familiar  with  the  principles  of  the  sub- 
jects studied,  than  those  who  have  not  these  advantages. 

The  School. — There  are  no  more  properly  graded  schools  in  operation 
now,  than  at  the  date  of  my  last  report,  although  there  has  been  one  house 
erected  for  that  purpose,  but  is  not  yet  occupied.  In  several  of  .the  small 
villages,  schools  of  this  kind  are  needed;  but  the  citizens  of  the  township  are 
opposed  to  appropriating  a  sufficient  amount  of  tax  to  erect  houses  for  that 
purpose.     To  obviate  this  difficulty,  some  of  these  villages  have  made  appli- 


BRADFORD  COTJNTY.  41 

cation  to  the  courts  to  be  set  oflf  as  independent  districts,  and  some  to  be 
incorporated  as  boroughs.  I  believe  that  all  the  schools  in  the  county  are 
-classified,  but  not  as  well  as  they  should  be  in  some  cases.  Hardly  a  teacher 
can  be  found  in  the  county  who  would  be  willing  to  attempt  to  teach  ao 
unclassified  school. 

Teachers.-^— Our  teachers  have,  as  a  general  thing,  given  general  satisfac- 
tion, although  some  have  failed  entirely  to  gain  the  confidence  of  either 
parents  or  pupils,  and  in  a  few  instances  the  schools  have  been  discontinued, 
either  by  the  voluntary  act  of  the  teachers,  or  their  dismissal  by  the  direc- 
tors. In  every  case  where  this  has  been  done  the  complaint  was  want  of 
capacity  to  govern.  We  have  had  a  greater  number  of  inexperienced  teach- 
ers this  year  than  formerly,  and  in  some  schools  such  persons  did  not  succeed 
as  well  as  could  be  wished.  There  were -examined  this  year  sixty-nine  less 
male  teachers  than  were  inspected  the  year  before.  The  females  have  been 
as  successful  in  teaching  and  governing  their  respective  schools  as  the  male 
teachers,  and  I  believe  the  instances  of  entire  failure  have  been  more  gen- 
erally with  the  males.  The  prevailing  opinion,  however,  is,  in  many  of  the 
districts,  that  for  large  winter  schools  male  teachers  are  to  be  preferred. 

Visitations. — With  few  exceptions,  I  either  visited  all  the  schools  in  the 
county,  or  they  were  visited  by  0.  J.  Chubbuck,  an  experienced  teacher, 
who  acted  as  deputy  during  my  illness.  The  average  duration  of  my  visite 
ivas  about  one  and  one-third  hours.  A  longer  titao  for  each  school  is  very 
desirable,  but  the  number  of  schools  is  so  great,  and  the  terms  are  so  short, 
that  it  is  not  practicable  if  the  schools  are  all  visited  each  year.  Parents 
in  this  county,  as  in  most  others,  neglect  their  schools  too  much,  seldom 
visiting  them.  This  is  not  owing,  in  most  cases,  to  a  lack  of  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  their  children,  or  desire  for  their  improvement,  but  to  a  want  of 
information  upon  the  subject.  They  are  not  aware  how  much  their  presence 
will  benefit  the  school,  and  encourage  their  own  children.  Directors  quite 
generally  visit  their  respective  schools  once  during  each  term. 

District  Secretaries. — The  secretaries  of  eleven  boards  have  visited  the 
schools  in  their  respective  district  once  each  month,  and  their  visits  have 
been  of  great  benefit  to  their  schools. 

District  Institute — District  institutes  have  been  held  during  the  winter' 
term  in  all  of  our  townships  except  three.     In  a  few  instances,  the  experi- 
ment proved  a  failure ;  but  as  a  general  thing  they  were  successful.     In  some  * 
districts  they  started  off  well,  but  soon  all  interest  in  them  was  lost.     In 
some  of  our  districts  we  have  but  four  or  five  schools,  and  it  being  extremely 
difficult  for  the  teachers  to  unite  with  those  of  other  districts,  it  made  the 
institutes  rather  dull.     In  some  instances,  also,  there  was  no  person  of  expe- 
rience to  go  forward  in  the  matter. 
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Early  in  the  season,  I  published  a  programme  for  the  exercises  of  the  in- 
stitutes, which  was  generally  followed  by  those  having  charge  of  them. — 
Until  further  trial  of  this  new  feature  of  our  school  system,  I  do  not  feel 
prepared  to  decide  as  to  its  utility,  or  the  good  that  may  result.  This,  as 
well  as  everything  else  connected  with  our  schools,  should  have  a  fair  trial, 
and  be  judged  by  its  fruits.  The  sanguine  friends  of  the  law  should  not  be  too 
urgent  to  declare  it  a  success,  nor  should  its  willing  enemies  be  over-anxious 
to  condemn  it,  until  it  has  been  further  tested. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  was  read  in  about  three-fourths  of  our 
schools,  either  by  the  teacher  or  pupils.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  marked 
effect  was  perceptible  in  the  deportment  of  the  pupils,  as  a  general  rule; 
still,  in  sopie  instances,  the  good  influence  was  to  be  seen  through  the  day. 
No  other  way  of  communicating  moral  instruction  was  adopted,  than  to  in- 
cidentally call  up  such  subjects,  while  making  remarks  to  the  whole  school. 

Public  Sentiment. — There  is  a  gradual  change  going  on  in  the  public 
mind,  in  relation  to  our  school  system.  The  strong  opposition  is  giving  way, 
and  men  are  settling  down  upon  the  system  as  a  fixed  fact,  which  is  now, 
sind  will  continue  to  be,  the  settled  policy  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  not 
pretended  that  all  are  pleased  or  satisfied  with  the  law,  for  that  is  not  the 
case.  There  are  men  in  every  district  who  would  be  glad  to  have  all  the 
school  laws  of  the  State  abolished ;  but  they  have  become  convinced  that 
the  policy  of  educating  the  children  of  the  State,  at  the  public  expense,  will 
not  be  changed,  and  have  concluded  to  make  the  best  of  it.  The  very  strong 
opposition  that  was  quite  common,  a  few  years  ago,  to  the  building  tax, 
has  very  nearly  subsided. 

Suggestions  and  Remarks. — Since  I  was  elected  Superintendent,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  May,  1857,  several  important  changes  have  taken  place  in 
the  schools  of  this  county.  At  each  annual  examination,  the  standard  of 
qualifications  required  of  the  teacher,  has  been  raised}  consequently,  teach- 
ers have  very  much  improved  in  a  knowledge  of  the  sciences  to  be  taught, 
and  in  the  method  of  teaching  ;  also  in  their  modes  of  arranging,  classifying 
»nd  governing  their  schools.  Teachers  are  beginning  to  feel,  to  some  extent, 
at  least,  the  importance  of  their  position,  and  their  responsibilities.  About 
one  hundred  and  fifty  new  school  houses  have  been  "erected,  most  of  which 
are  far  better  than  the  buildings  formerly  in  use. 

I  have  conducted  twenty-five  county  institutes,  which  were  attended  by 
over  two  thousand  teachers,  who  have,  in  this  way,  been  brought  together 
and  formed  educational  acquaintances  which  have  done  much  to  secure  uni- 
formity in  their  methods  of  teaching,  and  conducting  schools.  Public  opin- 
ion has,  also,  in  this  way,  been  directed,  more  particularly,  to  the  ca':rie  of 
education,  and  many  unfounded  prejudices  have  been  remove'^  from  the 
Bninds  of  the  people. 
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Notwithstanding  these  improvements,  it  is  not  claimed  that  our  houses  are 
all  good,  or  that  our  teachers  or  directors  are,  all  of  them,  what  they  should 
be,  or  that  any  of  them  have  made  all  the  improvements  that  can  be  made. 
Far  from  it;  there  is  yet  much  work  to  be  done,  yet  many  things  to  learn, 
jet  much  improvement  to  be  made.  Far  too  many  of  our  teachers  care  too 
little  for  the  influence  they  exert,  or  the  good  or  evil  they  are  to  do  ;  far  too 
many  of  our  directors  feef  but  little  interest  in  their  schools ;  far  too  many 
of  our  citizens  are  still  at  heart  opposed  to  the  school  law ;  far  too  many  of 
our  school  houses  are  old,  dilapidated  and  without  the  necessary  accommo- 
dations. While,  therefore,  there  is  much  to  encourage,  there  is  also  much 
to  stimulate  the  friends  of  the  system  to  energetic  and  persistent  action. 
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School  Houses. — Five  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year;  one  in  each 
of  the  following  districts:  Haycock,  Middletown,  Rockkhill,  Southampton 
and  Springfield.  They  are  all  improvements  on  the  same  class  of  houses  in 
the  above  districts,  except  the  one  in  Rockhill.  They  are  all  reasonably  good 
houses,  though  we  have  better  ones  in  other  districts.  To  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  there  is  not  a  house  in  the  county  that  has  an  unhealthy  location. 
Sixty-eight  houses  are  yet  in  the  county  that  are  insufficient;  either  too 
small,  built  of  poor  material,  or  badly  constructed.  These  should  all  be  re- 
built, at  the  earliest  possible  convenience.  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that 
directors,  who  intend  building,  will  first  visit  some  of  our  better-class  houses, 
and  build  larger  and  after  more  improved  models.  An  error  in  building  a 
new  school  house  will  be  a  source  of  inconvenience,  and  a  discomfort  to  the 
children  of  the  neighborhood,  during  the  next  half  century. 

Furniture. — To  my  knowledge  but  one  house  in  the  county  was  re-fur- 
nished during  the  year,  and  that  was  done  after  my  visit  to  the  school ;  hence 
1  cannot  give  a  description  of  it.  Of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  houses 
in  the  county,  one  hundred  are  not  properly  furnished.  In  most  of  these  one 
hundred  houses,  the  desks  are  so  constructed  that  the  pupils  are  obliged  to 
face  the  walls,  all  around  the  room,  with  their  feet  resting  against  the  cold 
walls ;  while  the  seats  are  without  backs,  and  in  many  instances  much  too 
high  for  the  feet  of  one-third  of  the  pupils  to  reach  the  floor,  while  seated. 
It  is  most  earnestly  urged  that  directors  will  have  all  such  furniture  at  once 
removed,  and  have  it  re-placed  by  furniture  that  will  conduce  to  the  comfort 
and  health  of  the  pupils. 

Apparatus. — The  following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  furnished  to  diflfereat 
ichools  during  the  year :  Pelton!s  outline  maps  to  one  school  in  Upper  Make- 
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field;  Schreoter's  outline  maps  to  one  school  in  Milford;  Sanders^s  eIoc« 
tionarj  charts  to  all  the  schools  in  Bristol  town&hip ;  Sanders's  primary 
reading  charts  to  all  the  schools  in  Bristol  township,  to  nine  schools  in  Buck- 
ingham, to  five  in  Southampton,  to  three  m  Warminster,  and  to  three  in 
Wrightstown  ;  new  black-boards  to  one  school  in  Bristol  township,  to  two 
in  Durham,  to  one  in  Middletown,  to  one  in  Southampton,  to  one  in  Rock- 
hill,  and  to  one  in  Tinicum. 

Though  the  above  is  all  the  apparatus  that  had  been  furnished,  at  the  time 
of  visiting,  doubtless  more  was  furnished  afterwards,  of  which  I  am  not  cogni- 
sant. There  are  now  in  use  in  the  different  schools  throughout  the  county, 
furnished  by  directors,  sub-districts  and  teachers,  not  less  than  91  sets  of 
primary  reading  charts,  1 15  sets  of  outline  maps,  25  globes,  besides  numerous 
other  articles  that  facilitate  instruction. 

Schools. — Not  any  in  the  county  were  graded  during  the  year;  though 
in  several  districts  excellent  facilities  were  offered.  At  Sellersville,  in  Rock- 
hill  district,  the  directors  erected  a  house,  and  formed  a  new  school,  at  a  very 
short  distance  from  the  old  one;  while  one  suitable  house,  for  tv/o  graded 
schools,  would  have  been  of  vastly  greater  advantage  to  the  place,  At 
Bridge  Point,  in  Doylostown  township,  a  suitable  house  and  graded  schools 
are  greatly  needed.  At  Attleborough,  in  Middletown  district,  are  two  poor 
houses  and  two  ungraded  schools.  Here  the  board  should  at  once  erect 
a  proper  building,  and  establish  two  graded  schools.  But  it  is  difficult  for 
directors  and  people,  in  many  districts,  to  see  the  real  advantages  of  graded 
system.  It  is  true  that  directors  have  been  unfortunate  in  the  selection 
of  teachers  for  several  of  these  schools;  hence  some  of  them  have  not 
made  the  progress  that  was  anticipated.  But  the  difficulty  has  been  with 
the  teachers,  and  not  with  the  plan;  all  our  graded  schools,  in  charge  of 
good  teachers,  have  shown  admirable  success.  Such  are  the  superior  ad- 
vantages in  graded  schools,  over  ungraded  schools,  that  directors  should 
at  once  establish  them  wherever  the  population  will  possibly  warrant  it. 
School  directors  are  greatly  responsible  for  neglecting  such  a  palpable 
duty. 

Teachers. — Thirty-one  teachers  with  professional  certificates  gave  rea- 
sonable satisfaction  ;  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  with  provisional  cer- 
tificates gave  reasonable  satisfaction.     There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the 
proportion  of  female  teachers  in  the  county  during  the  year.     The  succes 
of  female  teachers  is  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  males. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  once  during  the 
year,  except  eight  that  were  not  in  session  at  the  time  of  visiting  the  other 
schools  in  the  vicinity.  Ten  schools  were  visited  twice.  The  average  time 
spent  in  each  was  about  three  hours.  It  is  something  of  a  question  with 
me,  whether  frequent  visitations  cause  good  schools,  or  whether  good  schools 
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cause  frequent  visitations.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  most  of  our  best 
schools  are  frequently  visited  by  directors  and  parents.  I  am  somewhat  of 
the  opinion  that  directors  and  parents  feel  more  pride  in  their  good  schools 
than  in  some  of  the  others ;  hence  they  visit  them  more  frequently.  I  am 
well  satisfied,  too,  that  our  most  active  and  energetic  teachers,  take  more 
pains  to  secure  visits  from  directors  and  parents,  than  those  who  take  less 
interest  in  their  schools.  In  one  district,  containing  five  schools,  I  noticed 
19  visits  recorded  on  the  register  by  directors,  in  one  school;  on  another, 
in  the  same  time,  8 ;  on  another,  7 ;  on  another,  2 ;  and  on  another,  1. 
The  schools  were  about  in  proportion  to  the  visits.  On  9ne  register  in. 
another  district,  I  counted  51  names  of  citizens  who  had  visited  the  school 
in  the  course  of  about  four  months.  I  need  scarcely  mention,  that  it  was 
one  of  the  best  schools  in  the  county. 

District  Secretaries. — There  are  only  two  districts  in  the  county  where 
the  secretaries  act  as  district  superintendents.  In  one  of  these  the  effect 
■was  plainly  perceptible.  This  important  provision  of  the  school  law,  in 
the  hands  of  suitable  and  competent  persons,  would  produce  an  incalculable 
amount  of  good  to  our  schools ;  but  placed  in  the  hands  of  ignorant,  bigoted, 
and  narrow-minded  persons,  incapable  of  judging  the  merits  of  successful 
teaching,  and  the  requisites  to  a  good  school,  it,  like  other  wise  measures 
of  the  system,  proves  a  failure. 

District.  Institutes.^— All  the  districts  in  the  county  have  now  either  in- 
stitutes of  their  own  or  joint  institutes  with  adjacent  districts.  Nine  dis- 
tricts did  not  organize  until  towards  the  close  of  the  school  year,  with  the 
opening  of  the  Spring  terms. 

Among  the  districts  that  held  the  most  effectual  district  institutes,  were 
Bensalem,  Bedminster,  Durham,  Doylestown  township,  'Hilltown,  Plum- 
stead  and  Tinicum.  I  will  give  an  outline  of  the  programme  of  exercises 
adopted  by  the  Plumstead  institute. 

The  officers  of  the  institute  were  elected  for  the  whole  school  term,  care 
being  taken  to  select  the  most  competent  among  the  teachers.  Three 
branches  were  then  selected  to  constitute  the  forenoon  exercises,  during  the 
•entire  term,  and  competent  teachers  were  appointed  to  teach  each  branch 
for  the  term.  The  branches  were  geometry,  algebra  and  physical  geogra- 
phy, an  hour  being  devoted  at  every  meeting  to  each.  For  the  afternoon 
exercises  the  president  would  select  three  of  the  common  school  branches, 
and  appoint  teachers  to  conduct  the  exercises  at  the  next  meeting.  In  all 
the  branches  lessons  were  assigned  and  required  to  be  studied  by  the  classes. 
The  afternoon  exercises  were  generally  followed  by  discussions  on  the  best 
methods  of  teaching  the  branches  under  consideration.  These,  in  connec- 
tion with  asking  and  answering  referred  questions,  and  vocal  and  instrumental 
rmusic,  constituted  the  regular  exercises  of  the  institute.    All  the  above  named 
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districts  had  adopted  somewhat  similar  programmes  of  exercises.  About  40^ 
of  our  teachera  were  indifferent  about  attending.  They  were  generally 
teachers  who  taught  merely  for  the  sake  of  employment,  and  not  for  any 
special  interest  that  they  felt  in  the  advancement  of  the  schools,  or  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  profession,  nor  will  the  cause  of  education  suffer  any  serious  loss 
on  their  leaving  the  profession. 

Moral  Instruction. — In  222  schools  the  Scriptures  were  read-  regularly, 
and  in  20  they  were  not  read.  The  effect  of  reading  the  Scriptures  ia 
school  I  believe  to  be  good  in  all  eases.  In  184  schools  the  teachers  said 
they  gave  moral  instruction  besides  the.  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  But  few 
of  the  teachers  have  any  regular  or  fixed  methods  of  imparting  moral  in- 
struction. They  generally  take  opportunities  to  impart  it  orally,  when  sur- 
rounding circumstances  appear  most  favorable  for  making  proper  impres- 
sions on  the  minds  of  their  pupils.  Though  many  teachers  seize  all  possi- 
ble opportunities  to  cultivate  the  morals  of  their  pupils,  yet  I  fear  others  are 
less  diligent  in  this  universal  end  and  aim  of  all  education. 

Public  Sentiment. — There  are  yet  localities  in  the  county  where  public 
sentiment  is  unfavorable  to  the  common  school  system,  but  on  the  whole, 
the  sentiment  is  rapidly  improving^.  AVherever  education  is  properly  appre- 
ciated, public  sentiment  is  favorable ;  and  generally  where  the  sentiment  is 
unfavorable,  education  of  any  kind  is  unappreciated. 

Remarks- — The  fearful  trials  through  which  our  country  passed  during 
the  year,  have  but  slightly  affected  the  workings  of  the  common  school 
system  in  this  county.  Though  we  miss  many  of  our  best  teachers,  who 
have  volunteered  their  services  to  assist  in  crushing  this  wicked  and  cause- 
less rebellion,  yet  their  places  have  been  supplied  by  others,  though  not  so 
experienced,  and 'our  schools  have  been  for  the  most  part  as  satisfactorily 
conducted  as  formerly.  "While  a  few  of  the  districts  have  slightly  retro- 
graded, others  have  advanced;  and  iu  the  aggregate,  we  have  made  pro- 
gress^ 
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The  past  year  gives  assurance  that  the  school  system  hasa  pliace  in  the  heart& 
of  our  people.  Heavy  taxes,  intense  partisan  feeling  and  an  almost  total 
absence  of  male  teachers — causes,  which,  a  few  years  ago,  would  have  ren- 
dered the  system  in  some  places  intolerable,  had  apparently  no  injurious 
effect;  but  on  the  contrary,  our  schools  were  all  open,  and,  through  the  agency 
of  district  institutes,  were  thoroughly,  successfully  and  popularly  conducted. 

EoiLses. — The  number  of  insufficient  houses  is  gradually  growing  leas. 
Tbey  now  number  but  three,  and  in  a  year  or  two  these  also  will  have  dii- 
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appeared,  and  in  their  places  will  stand  others,  more  commodious  and  appro- 
priate. For  many  years  an  old  and  poorly  constructed  affair  had  been  used 
in  Lancaster,  but  last  fall  the  directors,  catching  the  spirit  which  has  per- 
vaded the  county,  removed  it,  and  on  its  site  erected  a  neat  and  substantial 
brick.  The  few  inappropriate  houses  now  used,  could,  by  slight  internal 
change,  be  much  improved.  But  the  directors  of  them,  intending  to  re-build, 
neglect  making  the  alteration  necessary  for  the  health  and  good  habits  of  the 
youth.  I  have  verv  good  reason  for  saying  that,  in  a  short  time,  there  will 
not  be  an  insufficient  house  in  the  county. 

Furniture. — The  inside  arrangement  of  the  school  rooms,  though  simple, 
is  convenient.  It  consists  generally  of  desks  and  seats  large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate two,  and  facing  the  end  covered  by  a  black-board.  The  middle 
aisle  is  three  feet  wide,  the  others  eighteen  inches,  and  the  desks  are  close 
enough  to  permit  the  front  of  one  being  used  as  a  back  to  the  seat  of  another. 
A  space  between  the  black-board  and  front  desks  is  sufficient  for  the  form- 
ing and  recitations  of  classes.  There  are  a  few  instances  where  the  seats 
are  reversed,  which  is  decidedly  preferable,  as  it  avoids  the  necessity  of 
placing  the  teacher's  desk  in  a  wrong  position  and  too  near  the  black- 
board. 

Apparatus. — None  of  the  schools  have  any  considerable  apparatus.  The 
schools  of  Worth,  Muddy  Creek,  Portersville  and  Butler  borough,  have  sets 
of  outline  maps  hanging  on  their  walls,  but  beyond  these,  there  is  no  ap- 
paratus in  any  of  the  schools  excepting  what  is  the  individual  property  of 
tie  teacher  or  pupil. 

Graded  Schools. — From  the  distance  the  school  houses  are  apart,  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  grade  the  schools  in  any  of  the  districts,  excepting  in 
the  boroughs  of  Butler,  Prospect,  Centreville  and  Harrisville.  In  the 
former  two,  they  have  been  graded  for  several  yeai'S,  and  the  plan  has  been 
attended  with  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

Centreville  has  two  interesting  schools  and  two  well  finished  houses,  but 
the  directors,  disposed  generally  to  do  the  best,  have,  as  yet,  failed  to  be 
impressed  with  the  importance  and  necessity  of  grading  them.  The  youth 
of  Harmony,  now  educated  in  one  room,  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  con- 
stitute two  very  fine  schools,  which  should  be  graded.  In  Harrisville  there 
are  two  school  rooms,  but  last  winter  the  directors  dispensed  with  one  of 
their  teachers,  and  all  of  the  pupils  attended  one  school.  The  remembrance 
of  that  over-tasked  teacher  and  that  densely  crowded  school  room,  will 
doubtless  prompt  the  intelligent  board  to  secure  the  services  of  an  additional 
teacher,  and  restore  the  graded  schools  of  former  years. 

Female  Teachers. — So  many  male  teachers  responded  to  the  call  of  our 
country,  that  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  schools  were  under  the  care  of 
^dies.  This,  by  no  means  detrimental  to  the  youth,  afforded  many  districts  an 
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opportunityoftestingtheexcellencyof  female  teachers,  and  of  havings  removed' 
much  of  the  prejudice  which  has  existed  towards  this  class  of  teachers  for  the 
winter  schools.  Only  three  case&  of  failure  came  to  my  knowledge,  and  evea 
these  arose  from  causes  which,  had  they  occurred  in  the  cases  of  males,  would 
have  been  attended  withthe  same  results.  After  a  supervision  of  the  schools- 
of  this  county  for  nearly  four  years,  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying,  that,  in 
the  way  of  orderly  arranged  school  rooms,  good  classifications,  address  and 
even  progress  of  the  pupils,  the  schools  under  the  care  offemades  were  not 
inferior  to  the  others. 

Visitations — My  object  in  visiting  schools  was  to  ascertain  if  all  the 
branches  required  by  law  were  being  taught,  that  each  scholar  was  engaged 
in  his  proper  study,  and  that  the  most  approved  methods  of  classification 
and  teaching  were  adapted.  I  also  took  notes  of  the  condition  of  the  school 
rooms  and  school  grounds.  For  these  purposes  the  diflFerent  classes  were 
reviewed,  inquiries  were  made  into  the  various  plans  of  teaching,  reasons 
asked  for  the  adoption  of  such  as  were  used,  and  new  methods  were  sug- 
gested and  their  advantages  explained.  I  seldom  left  a  school  room  with- 
out addressing  the  pupils.  As  these  interviews  produced  no  unkind  feelings 
on  part  of  the  teachers,  but  were  apparently  acceptable  to  them,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  they  were  not  devoid  of  beneficial  results.  I  succeed- 
ed last  winter  in  visiting  every  township  and  borough  in  the  county.  Every 
school,  however,  was  not  seen.  Had  the  secretaries  of  many  lx«irds,  as  re- 
quired by  law,  given  due  notice  of  the  time  their  schools  would  commence, 
I  could  have  saved  much  time  which  was  lost  in  going  to  schools  not  then 
opened,  and  perhaps  been  enabled  to  have  seen  every  school  in  the  county. 
As  it  was,  I  accomplished  the  visitation  of  192  schools^  at  an  average  of  two 
hours  spent  in  each. 

District  Institutes. — No  element  was  at  work  which  did  so  much  for  our 
schools  as  the  successfully  conducted  township  institutes.  They  encour- 
aged the  pupils,  they  enlarged  and  liberalized  the  views  of  teachers,  and 
they  created  days  of  relaxation  and  harmless  amusement  to  the  people. — 
Thirty-nine  districts  had  their  institutes,  and  those  that  were  popular  as 
well  as  successful,  were  conducted  in  this  way:  They  ^ere  held  alternately 
in  the  diflFerent  school  houses  of  the  district,  and  an  invitation  was  given  the 
patrons  and  friends  of  the  school  to  attend.  At  the  place  of  meeting,  the 
teacher  had  his  school  in  session  and  exhibited  his  skill  in  drilling  classes 
and  the  proficiency  of  his  pupils.  This  was  continu^ed  two  and  a-half  hours, 
wjien  the  members  of  the  institute,  having  been  silent  spectators,  were  given 
an  opportunity  of  criticising  the  performance  both  of  the  teacher  and  pupiK 
This  over,  a  repast  of  good  things  provided  by  the  lady  visitors  enlivened 
the  occasion,  and  produced  very  much  good  feeling,  as  well  among  the  old, 
folks  as  the  young.     Sometimes  there  was  exhibited  what  is  said  to  be  a, 
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correct  representation  of  a  country  school  in  olden  times.  This  was  good. 
It  always  "brought  the  house  down."  School  dismissed,  the  teachers  in 
the  afternoon  resumed  their  session,  the  performance  consisting  of  class 
drills,  essays,  orations  and  debates,  which  had  been  assigned  the  members 
at  a  previous  meeting. 

Moral  Instruction. — There  is  no  school  in  the  county  of  which  the  ob- 
gervance  of  moral  principles  is  not  required  by  the  directors,  and  there  were 
but  two  instances  where  the  teachers  last  winter  did  not  strive,  by  example, 
as  well  as  by  precept,  to  inculcate  the  teachings  of  the  Bible.  And  although 
the  Scriptures  were  read  in  but  167  schools,  yet  it  was  for  another  cause 
than  that  of  a  want  of  deference  for  the  book,  that  it  was  not  used  in  the  re- 
mainder. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  people  are  becoming  yearly  more  reconciled  to 
the  school  system,  and  in  many  districts  it  has  grown  into  absolute  favor; 
into  an  object  almost  of  enthusiasm.  Were  the  school  term  somewhat 
lengthened  by  means  of  an  increase  of  State  appropriation,  or  by  any 
m6ans  so  that  our  best  teachers  could  be  induced  to  remain  in  the  county, 
the  school  system  would  be  founded  on  a  basis  against  which  the  shafts  of 
the  demagogue  could  not  prevail. 
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School  Rouses. — No  new  school  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year 
I  gave  a  list  of  the  school  houses  that  I  considered  good  in  my  last  year's 
report,  and  also  a  list  of  those  unfit.  A  few  have  been  repaired;  some  are 
unfit  yet.  One  in  Lumber,  one  at  Pine  Street,  Gibson  district,  and  one  at 
the  First  Fork,  Grove  district. 

Furniture. — No  houses  have  been  supplied  with  any  considerable  amount 
of  furniture  during  the  year.  The  Cameron  school  house  in  Lumber,  is  des- 
titute of  comfortable  seats  ;  the  upper  school  house  on  the  Driftwood,  has 
no  black-board  and  no  desks ;  at  Pine  Street,  Gibson  district,  the  seats  are 
rery  poor ;  some  without  backs. 

Apparatus. — None  of  the  schools  have  been  supplied  with  any  great 
amount  of  apparatus  during  the  year. 
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The  School. — No  schools  graded  during  the  year.  We  have  one  in  Ship- 
pen  that  has  for  several  years  employed  two  teachers  in  two  separate 
rooms,  one  teaching  the  more  advanced  pupils,  and  the  other  the  less  ad- 
vanced. Our  teachers  generally  have  a  good  idea  of  classification;  but 
many  of  our  schools  are  not  very  well  classified  on  account  of  not  having  a 
uniformity  of  books. 

Teachers. — No  professional  certificates  have  been  given,  nor  any  endorsed 
from  other  counties.  Of  the  number  who  have  taught  with  provisional  cer* 
tificates,  (the  whole  number  being  22,)  5  gave  reasonable  satisfaction.  The 
number  of  females  is  the  same  as  last  year,  but  there  is  a  decrease  of  males, 
amounting  to  two-fifths.  The  qualifications  of  teachers  average  a  little  bet- 
ter than  they  did  the  preceding  year. 

Visitation. — We  have  19  schools  in  the  county.  I  visited  1  four  times, 
2  three  times,  8  twice,  6  once,  and  2  were  not  visited  at  all  during  the  past 
school  year.  The  visitations  by  directors  and  parents  is  generally  much  ne- 
glected, but  still  it  is  practiced  to  some  extent  in  nearly  all  the  districts. 
The  small-pox  prevented  the  opening  of  two  of  our  schools  last  winter.  The 
average  duration  of  my  visits  is  2||  hours.  As  this  is  comparatively  a  new 
country,  and  the  schools  very  far  apart,  and  frequently  do  not  all  commence 
at  the  same  time,  the  travel  is  very  great  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
visitations. 

District  Secretaries. — Lumber  is  the  only  district  where  the  secretary  acts 
as  district  superintendent.  It  has  a  good  eflfect,  and  always  will  have,  if 
performed  by  a  properly  qualified  person. 

District  Institutes. — There  have  been  no  district  institutes  held  to  my 
knowledge.  I  have  endeavored  to  have  some  held  in  some  portions  of  the 
county,  but  have  not  succeeded.  We  certainly  have  but  few  conveniences 
for  anything  of  the  kind,  on  account  of  the  bad  state  of  the  roads  and  the 
wide  separation  of  the  teachers.  We  held  a  county  institute  last  fall,  and 
three  educational  meetings  during  the  winter. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  regularly  read  in  19  schools, 
and  not  read  in  9. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  public  sentiment  is  generally  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mon school,  though  a  few  are  opposed  to  it  in  some  of  its  features. 

Remarks  and  Suggestions. — The  present  mode  of  electing  County  Super^ 
intendents  seems  to  come  far  short,  in  many  instances,  of  representing  the 
will  of  the  majority  of  the  school  directors,  or  the  people.  In  the  lumbering 
sections  of  the  State  it  often  happens  that  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  the 
majority  of  the  directors  are  under  the  necessity  of  taking  their  lumber  to 
market,  and  consequently  are  out  of  their  own  county  and  unable  to  attend 
the  tri-ennial  convention. 
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New  School  Houses. — Two  new  buildings  were  erected  at  Summit  Hill, 
in  Mauch  Chunk  township,  during  the  yeav,  similar  to  that  erected  last  year 
in  the  same  township,  and  particularly  described  in  my  last  annual  report. 
One  in  East  Mauch  Chunk,  one  in  Lausanne  at  Peun  Haven  to  re-place 
that  swept  away  by  the  freshet  of  June,  1862,  and  one  in  Upper  Towamn- 
8ing  20  by  28  feet,  plank,  ceiled  and  plastered,  a  very  comfortable  room,  but 
without  the  "  modern  improvements. "  With  an  increased  burden  of  taxation 
for  county  and  road  purposes  occasioned  by  the  freshet  of  last  summer,  our 
citizens  are  not  much  disposed  to  incur  any  greater  expenditure  for  new 
school  houses  and  the  improvement  of  old,  than  actual  necessity  demands. 
They  will  try  to  make  the  old  answer  another  term,  temporarily  postponing 
intended  expenditures. 

Furniture. — The  new  school  houses  were  furnished  with  good  home- 
made furniture.  In  this  respect  all  the  modern  buildings  surpass  those  built 
five  or  six  years  ago.  The  directors  of  Mauch  Chunk  borough  expected  to 
furnish  at  least  one  other  school  room  with  the  modern  iron  frame  furniture, 
during  the  last  year,  but  the  purchase,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  fore- 
going paragraph,  was  postponed  until  the  present  year.  They  are  now  in 
negotiation  for  it,  but  may  again  postpone  the  purchase  in  consequence  of 
the  advanced  prices. 

The  School. — As  stated  in  my  last  report,  there  are  no  graded  schools  in 
Carbon  county.  The  nearest  approach  to  the  system  is  in  towns  and  villages 
where  two  or  more  schools  are  located  near  each  other  in  which  some  effort 
is  made  by  directors  to  distribute  the  pupils  among  the  schools  according 
to  their  advancement.  A  regular  system  of  examination  and  gradation 
from  a  lower  to  a  higher  school  has  not  been  adopted.  Admissions  and  ad- 
vancements are  made  by  orders  from  the  secretaries  and  upon  the  recom- 
mendations of  teachers.  This  system  is  adopted  in  Mauch  Chunk  borough, 
part  of  East  Mauch  Chunk  borough,  at  Summit  Hill  and  Nesquehoning,  in 
Mauch  Chunk  township,  at  Weatherly,  and  at  Beaver  Meadow,  in  Banks 
township.  The  other  schools  of  the  county  are  neither  graded,  nor  in  modern 
sense  classified.  Those  systems  are  impracticable  in  localities  where  the 
children  of  a  neighborhood,  of  all  ages  and  degrees  of  advancement,  from 
the  alphabet  upward,  must  of  necessity  attend  the  same  school. 

Teachers. — The  teachers  employed  during  the  last  year  all  gave  general 
satisfaction;  at  least  no  complaint  was  made  by  the  directors  of  any  district. 
In  some  instances  certificates  below  the  standard  were  necessarily  grant- 
ed, in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  of  the  number  of  well  qualified  teachers. 
Some  of  these  found  more  lucrative  employment  in  other  branches  of  busi- 
ness, supplying  the  places  of  persons  who  were  either  drafted  or  were  vol- 
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unteers  in  the  army.  In  some  districts  it  was  necessary  to  hold  two  ex- 
aminations, and  in  one  district  three,  before  a  sufficient  number  of  appli- 
cants presented  themselves  to  supply  the  schools.  I  have  a  note  of  only  two 
female  teachers  employed  in  schools  which  had  previously  been  taught  by 
males.  These  gave  entire  satisfaction,  were  well  qualified,  and  their  suc- 
cess will  have  a  tendency  to  remove  a  prejudice,  unaccountably  existing  in 
flomo  localities,  against  the  employment  of  females. 

Visiiotions. — For  the  first  time  during  my  official  connection  with  the 
schools,  a  period  of  six  years,  this  duty  was  in  several  districts  entirely 
omitted.  During  the  period  when  the  districts  east  of  the  Lehigh  should 
hav^e  been  visited,  they  were  isolated  from  the  county  seat  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  bridges  and  roads.  The  public  examinations  were  commenced  at  the 
uaual  time,  and  the  districts  were  visited  for  that  purpose ;  but  a  sufficient 
number  of  applicants  for  the  schools  did  not  present  themselves  at  either  of 
the  examinations,  rendering  it  necessary  to  appoint  other  days,  and  by  ad- 
vertisement and  otherwise  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  attendance  of  appli- 
cants. For  this  reason  the  opening  of  the  schools  was  postponed  to  a  later 
period  than  usual,  and  at  last  were  opened  one  after  another,  as  teachers 
could  be  procured.  After  they  were  fairly  in  operation,  visitations  were 
commenced,  but  were  interrupted  by  sickness  and  continuous  stormy 
weather  and  almost  impassable  roads,  inducing  postponement  from  day  to 
day  and  week  to  week,  until  the  school  term  closed.  For  the  same  reason, 
this  duty  was  not  as  fully  performed  by  directors  and  citizens  as  it  was  last 
year.  The  importance  of  regular  monthly  visitations  by  directors,  who 
have  been  recommended  to  organize  themselves  into  committees  for  that 
purpose,  is  generally  appreciated  in  this  county  by  these  officei's  and  by 
parents,  and  for  several  years  past  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the 
number  of  visits,  by  both  directors  and  parents,  which,  except  for  the  rea- 
sons above  stated  would  doubtless  have  continued  during  the  last  term. 

District  Institutes. — At  the  examination  of  teachers  the  importance  of  the 
district  institutes,  and  the  requirements  of  the  law,  were  fully  presented  bj 
ihe  superintendent  to  teachers  and  directors.  A  plan  of  organization  and 
order  of  exercises  was  suggested  in  districts  where  such  suggestions  seemed 
necessary,  and  a  monthly  report  was  requested.  I  have  no  official  report 
from  any  district,  but  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  organizations  were 
effected  and  meetings  held  in  all  of  the  districts  where  it  was  practicable  for 
teachers  to  meet  for  the  purpose.  In  several  instances  two  or  more  districts 
were  united  in  one  institute.  In  consequence  of  the  unusual  amount  of 
^»L■Jrmy  weather  and  the  bad  conditiun  of  the  roads,  during  the  greater  part 
oi  the  school  term,  the  meetings  were  not  as  well  attended  as  they  would 
nave  been  under  more  favorable  circumstances;  but,  upon  the  whole,  I  am 
able  to  report  very  fair  progress  in  this  new  and  important  department,  in- 
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dicating  the  wisdom  of  the  enactment,  as  a  means  of  increasing  the  abilitv 
of  our  teachers,  and  of  the  consequent  improvement  of  our  schools. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  are  not  regularly  read  at  the  opening 
of  thirty-six  schools.  Sectarian  prejudices  may  be  assigned  as  the  chief 
cause  of  this  neglect.  The  general  effect  of  the  omission  is  not  perceptible, 
except  by  comparison  with,  other  schools  in  which  the  reading  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, usually  followed  by  prayer  and  singing,  is  the  usual  opening  exercise. 
Such  comparison  exhibits  the  latter  as  superior  to  the  others  in  order,  mo- 
rality and  tractableness  of  the  pupils.  The  teacher  who,  for  the  instruction 
of  himself  and  school,  reverently  reads  the  Word  of  God,  sincerely  appeals 
to  Him  for  help  and  guidance,  and  raises  his  voice  in  harmony  with  those 
of  his  pupils  in  praise  of  the  "Giver  of  all  good,"  commands  the  love  and 
respect  of  those  under  his  care,  in  a  greater  degree,  than  he  who  seeks  to 
enforce  discipline  without  appeal  to  those  higher  moral  feelings  and  duties 
which  are  the  offspring  of  religious  instruction.  Where  punishment,  or  the 
fear  of  it,  is  alone  relied  upon  as  a  preventive  of  crime,  cunning  and  de- 
ception  are  the  means  of  concealment;  and  where  a  premium  is  thus  indi- 
rectly offered  for  proficiency  in  these  vices,  it  is  not  surprising  that  they 
should  flourish,  and  become  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  school  and 
of  the  neighborhood  where  moral  instruction,  based  upon  the  teachings  and 
precepts  of  the  Christian  religion,  is  neglected  and  practically  discarded. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  prevailing  sentiment  in  reference  to  the  value  of 
the  common  school  continues  to  be  favorable.  Here  and  there  an  individual 
may  be  found  who  condemns  the  system,  because  of  defects  in  the  schools 
of  his  immediate  neighborhood  ;  but  even  he  would  not  repeal  the  law  and 
return  to  the  old  system,  if  he- had  the  power  to  do  so. 

Suggestions  and  Remarks. — If,  before  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion, 
there  did  not  exist  a  male  population  largely  in  excess  of  the  mechanical, 
mercantile,  agricultural  and  professional  wants  of  the  country,  it  is  evident 
that  there  must  now  be  a  large  deficiency.  Tens  of  thousands  have  fallen 
sacrifices  for  our  national  existence,  and  other  tens  of  thousands  are  standing 
ready  for  the  sacrifice,  if  the  necessity  requires  them.  But  such  excess  did 
not  exist ;  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  demand  of  the  various  industrial  inter- 
ests for  operatives  is  greater  than  the  supply.  In  accordance  with  the  law 
of  supply  and  demand,  wages  have  advanced  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per 
centum.  Thousands  of  young  men  who  heretofore  found  employment  in  our 
school  rooms  for  a  few  months  of  the  year,  are  in  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try; and  for  every  one  of  these  who  is  not  in  such  service  a  situation  in  a 
store,  a  work-shop,  an  office  or  on  a  farm,  is  open  for  his  acceptance,  at  a 
rate  of  compensation  much  greater  than  he  ever  received  as  teacher  of  the 
common  school.  Under  these  circumstances  there  are  two  methods  by  which 
our  schools  can  be  supplied  with  teachers :  First,  by  increasing  the  length 
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of  term  and  rate  of  compensation  sufficiently  to  induce  joung  men  to  remain 
in  or  enter  the  profession:  Second,  by  employing  female  teachers  at  such 
rates  as  will  command  the  services  of  those  competent  for  the  business.  The 
first,  it  is  not  likely,  will  be  generally  adopted;  it  would  involve  increased 
taxation,  and  this  (notwithstanding  the  increased  ability  of  tax-payers  by 
reason  of  advanced  wages  and  prices  of  products)  thefpeople  are  averse  to, 
particularly  in  this  county,  where  the  local  taxes  for  other  purposes  have 
beeji  necessarily  increased.  The  second  is  practicable,  and  should  be  adopted. 
The  prevalent  idea  that  a  female  cannot  control  a  school  of  large  boys,  is 
erroneous.  They  are  usually  better  disciplinarians  than  maloa,  and  even  in 
schools  where  muscle  has  heretofore  been  considered  an  indispensable 
qualification  of  the  teacher,  they  will  be  found  to  command  that  respect 
which  will  insure  order  and  studiousness,  where  before  was  confusion  and 
idleness.  A  trial  of  competent  female  teachers  will  satisfy  the  citizens  of 
many  districts,  that  their  prejudices  against  their  employment  are  npt  well 
founded. 

After  six  years  of  service  as  county  superintendent,  I  am  succeeded  by  a 
gentleman  of  large  experience  as  a  practical  teacher,  who,  I  feel  assured, 
will  carry  forward  any  improvements  which  may  have  been  adopted  during 
my  term  of  office,  correct  such  errors  as  may  have  been  committed,  and  sug- 
gest such  further  improvements  as  his  experience  and  ability  will  enable  him 
to  do.  In  retiring  from  a  position  of  long  and  intimate  relations  with  the 
School  Department  of  the  State,  and  with  the  directors  and  teachers  of  Carbon 
county,  I  feel  at  liberty,  while  sincerely  grateful  for  the  uniform  confidence 
and  courtesy  extended  to  me  during  my  term,  to  ask  a  continuance  of  the 
same  to  my  successor. 
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School  Houses. — Erected  during  the  year  7;  Ferguson  3,  Harris  1,  Potter 
1,  Penn  2;  frame  structures,  occupy  suitable  sites,  and  though  lacking  in 
some  essentials,  such  as  shade  trees,  out-buildings,  ventilators  and  ante- 
'^hambers,  they  are  neat  and  substantial  buildings  on  the  improved  style  of 
architecture,  with  suitable  and  skillfully  arranged  desks  and  seats,  and 
spacious  grounds.  Those  of  Ferguson  are  rather  small.  Wholly  defective 
5;  of  these  Gregg  has  2,  Boggs  1,  Huston  1,  Howard  1.  Boggs,  Howard, 
and  perhaps  Gregg,  will  build  new  ones  this  summer.  The  location  of  these 
old  structures,  though  in  one  or  two  instances  difficult  of  access,  is  not  so 
much  to  be  condemned  as  the  rickety,  dilapidated  condition  of  their  wall* 
and  furniture. 
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Furniture. — If  we  except  the  houses  built  within  the  year,  few  others 
have  been  furnished -to  any  considerable  extent;  it  comprises  the  articles 
already  named.  Two  houses  in  Benner,  one  in  Spring,  and  one  in  Snow 
Shoe,  have  been  repaired  considerably  and  furnished;  each  desk  and  its 
corresponding  seat  are  suited  to  accommodate  two  scholars. 

Apparatus. — The  number  of  »chools  supplied  with  any  considerable  ap- 
paratus during  the  year  includes  the  repaired  and  new  houses  already 
alluded  to ;  it  consists  of  large  black-boards,  maps,  and,  two  or  three  in  pri- 
mary cards.  Pelton's  outline  maps  have  been  in  use  among  us  for  a  num- 
ber of  years. 

Schools. — Graded  during  the  year  2;  Ferguson  1,  Marion  1.  Those  of 
Ferguson  were  in  operation  at  the  same  time  and  in  charge  of  different  teach- 
ers. In  Mai'ion  both  were  taught  in  the  same  roohi  at  different  periods  by 
the  same  teacher;  the  adults  of  both  sexes  are  put  in  one  school,  and  the 
smaller  scholars  in  the  primary.  There  are  8  schools  in  the  county  which 
are  taught  on  the  plan  adopted  in  Marion,  and  though  supposed  to  be  an 
economical  mode,  it  too  frequently  gives  rise  to  disputes  between  parents 
and  directors,  when  primary  classes  are  prepared  to  be  transferred.  There 
is  no  school  within  our  borders  that  is  not  either  graded  or  classified;  but 
classification  in  some  schools  is  defective  for  the  want  of  uniform  arithmetics. 
Osgood's  series  of  school  books  are  found  in  three-fourths  of  our  schools, 
and  probably  ere  the  close  of  the  current  year  will  be  general. 

Teachers. — 180  teachers  have  taught  within  the  year;  males  10.5,  and  fe- 
males 75.  Of  the  former,  20  hold  the  professional  certificate,  provisional  85  ; 
of  the  latter,  6  hold  the  professional  certificate,  and  69  the  provisional ;  18  of 
the  first-class  male  teachers  gave  general  satisfaction,  76  of  the  males  of  the 
second-class  gave  evidence  of  considerable  tact  and  ability,  and  9  had  mis- 
taken their  calling.  Of  the  females  who  hold  the  professional  certificate,  5 
gave  full  satisfaction,  1  failed  somewhat  in  school  government.  The  females 
who  hold  the  provisional,  with  four  exceptions,  have  done  a  good  work,  far 
beyond  our  expectations.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  increase  of  female 
teachers  since  last  year  is  34,  the  number  last  year  being  41 — nearly  2  to  1 ; 
and  their  success  may  be  favorably  compared  with  that  of  the  males. 

Vi^iiation. — All  the  schools,  except  two  which  were  not  in  session  when 
I  visited  the  district,  were  visited  once,  105  twice,  15  three  times  and  8  four 
times,  devoting,  on  an  average,  about  two  hours  to  each.  There  has  been 
an  increase  of  6  within  the  year.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty  I  make  it 
my  practice  to  observe  closely  all  the  workings  of  the  school,  methods  of 
instructioa,  order,  &c.,  and  with  the  teacher's  permission  sometimes  hear 
several  classes  recite  briefly,  and  invariably  follow  with  a  short  address  to 
the  scholars,  in  which  I  take  occasion  to  urge  the  necessity  of  regular  at- 
tendance, industry  and  order  in  school,  the  advantages  of  a  good  education, 
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and  the  evils  of  ignorance.     Suggestions  to  teachers  arc  given  privately 
Many  of  the  directors  and  parents  "can  not  find  time"  to  visit  the  schools 
The  directors  and  parents  in  the  districts  of  Bellefonte,  Half  Moon  and 
Milesburg  have  done  the  most  visitation,  and  as  a  sequence  the  wants  of 
their  schools  are  supplied,  the  children  take  more  interest  in  their  studies, 
and  the  teachers  labor  to  have  their  work  always  ready  for  inspection. 

District  Secretaries. — The  districts  whose  secretaries  have  acted  as  district 
superintendents  within  the  year  are  Benner,  Potter,  Bellefonte,  Liberty  and 
Snow  Shoe.  Their  success  has  been  proportionate  to  their  fitness  for  their 
duties.  This  extra  visitation  has  been  productive  of  good.  Benner  and 
Potter  will  dispense  with  the  office  the  current  year,  and  as  an  offset  Bogge, 
has  adopted  it. 

District  Institutes. — 21  have  been  held  on  alternate  Saturdays  in  as  many 
districts.  The  teachers  of  Bellefonte,  Milesburg  and  Unionville  boroughs, 
and  Farmers'  Mills,  (independent,)  united  with  those  immediately  around 
them.  The  boards  of  some  2  or  3  districts  took  no  steps  whatever  to  con- 
form with  the  law  in  relation  to  them.  A  few  of  the  teachers  of  the  delin- 
quent districts  voluntarily  attended  elsewhere.  The  aggregate  number  of 
teachers  that  attended  during  the  year  is  162.  These  associations  have  been 
invariably  conducted  on  the  drill  principle,  with  occasional  addresses,  essays 
and  topics  for  discussion  pertaining  to  school  management  by  one  or  more 
of  their  number..  I  succeeded  in  attending  12  of  these  associations  during 
the  winter.  Upon  the  whole,  institutes,  both  local  and  general,  are  among 
oar  chief  agencies  in  building  up  the  teacher's  profession.  Valuable  infor- 
mation is  imparted  and  received  through  their  instrumentality,  and  the 
teachers  who  will  not  avail  themselves  of  this  means  of  improvement  wili 
soon  find  themselves  distanced  by  this  age  of  progress,  and  be  forced  t© 
abandon  the  profession.  Many  of  the  boards  have  thus  far  failed  to  encourage 
or  sanction  them  by  their  presence,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  until  these 
guardians  of  our  system  will  condescend  to  co-operate  in  this  work,  the 
main  object  of  the  law  will  be  in  a  measure  defeated.  The  boards  of  Half 
Moon,  Bellefonte,  Curtin  and  Potter  are  among  our  most  active  co-operators 
in  this  as  in  all  other  duties,  and  its  salutary  effect  is  obvious  on  their 
schools. 

Moral  Instruction. — In  172  schools  the  Scriptures  were  read  daily,  not  ae 
a  text-book  from  which  to  learn  to  read,  but  to  impart  moral  instruction. — 
Pour  reported  to  have  substituted  mor&l  lectures  occasionally.  Almost 
daily  is  demonstration  afforded  us  of  the  error  of  confining  the  education  of 
youth  to  intellectual  acquirements  alone.  Frequently  do  we  see  young  men 
of  promise,  of  no  common  literary  attainments,  speedily  give  way  to  temp- 
tation, because  their  minds  were  not  fortified  in  the  morning  of  life  by  deep- 
rooted  moral  culture.     It  is  observable  that  where  the  Scriptures  are  im* 
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"pressively  and  reverently  read,  and  exemplified  by  the  consistent  and  upright 
life  of  the  teacher,  it  has  a  corresponding  effect  upon  the  pupils. 

Public  Sentiment. — Our  system  of  education  continues  to  be  a  fixed  fact, 
and  has  lost  none  of  its  prestige  amid  the  convulsions  and  ho?:rors  of  war. 
Its  growing  appreciation  is  seen  at  a  glance,  in  the  number  of  new  and  costly 
school  edifices  yearly  erected ;  the  general  introduction  of  uniform  books, 
maps  and  other  appliances  of  the  school  room ;  the  anxiety  which  prevails 
among  all  classes  to  secure  the  services  of  good  teachers;  and  the  compara- 
tive alacrity  with  whi-ch  they  pay  the  school  tax,  amid  the  innumerable  other 
demands  and  taxation  necessarily  created  by  this  sin-cursed  rebellion.  The 
cause  of  this  pleasing  feature  is  the  increased  efficiency  of  the  agencies  em- 
ployed, for  in  proportion  to  the  satisfaction  given  by  the  operatives  of  the 
system  will  the  system  itself  be  appreciated  by  the  masses.  This  may  be 
traced  to  another  cause  also.  In  the  early  history  of  the  system  our  people 
depended  in  a  great  measure  on  other  counties  and  other  States  for  com- 
petent teachers ;  but  of  late  years  the  sons  and  daughters  of  our  tax-paying 
communities  have  been  our  teachers,  thus  realizing  both  pecuniarily  and 
mentally  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that 
many  of  those  who  have  arrived  at  eminence  in  their  profession  at  the  bar,, 
in  the  pulpit,  in  our  legislative  halls,  or  on  the  battle  fields,  have  been  born 
in  cottages,  the  children  of  comparative  penury,  can  now  refer  with  feel- 
ings of  gratitude  and  pleasure  to  the  early  efforts  of  the  faithful  common 
school  teacher  who  had  labored  to  smooth  their  pathway  and  shape  their 
course.  We  are  beginning  to  see  that  knowledge  is  mightier  than  the  sword ; 
that  the  perpetuity  of  our  form  of  government  rests  upon  enlightened  public 
opinion;  and  that  the  dearest  rights  of  man,  civil  and  religious  liberty,  are 
enjoyed  in  full  fruition  by  the  educated  only. 

County  Institutes. — Two  county  institutes  have  been  held  within  the  year ; 
one  at  Millheim  between  the  holidays,  continuing  three  days,  the  other  at 
Port  Matilda,  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  February.  At  the  former  we  were  as- 
sisted by  Prof  F.  A.  Allen,  of  West  Chester,  and  it  is  to  his  well  known 
ability  that  we  owe  much  of  its  success.  About  100  teachers  were  in  at- 
tendance, who  were  entertained  by  the  citizens  free  of  charge.  At  the  latter 
our  corps  of  teachers  was  not  so  large,  but  its  sessions  were  not  less  inter- 
esting. This  effort  gained  the  cause  of  institutes  many  friends,  in  a  region 
where  considerable  disaffection  towards  them  had  previously  existed.  At 
the  first,  three  professional  certificates  were  issued,  at  the  second  one. 

Agencies. — Three  academies  and  two  select  schools  are  in  successful 
operation.  Each  has  a  normal  class,  and  many  of  our  young  teachers  are 
availing  themselves  of  their  benefits ;  several  have  gone  to  other  institutions. 

Suggested  Improvements. — The  minimum  school  term  is  too  short,  and 
boards  are  seen  to  take  advantage  of  it  generally.     In  vain  will  superin- 
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tendents  and  other  educationalists  devote  their  time,  talents  and  energies  to 
the  work  of  training  teachers  who,  when  trained,  are  forced  to  leave  the 
profession  because  it  does  not  afford  them  permanent  employment.  A  suc- 
cession of  recruits  year  after  year  present  themselves  for  enrolment  for  about 
a  three  years'  campaign,  and  many  of  these  desert  before  the  expiration  of 
the  time,  because  the  service  does  not  afford  them  means  of  subsistence.  If 
legislative  action  would  give  us  at  least  six  or  eight  months,  many  would  be 
induced  to  remain  in  the  vocation,  and  the  youth  of  the  State  would  be  pro- 
portionably  benefitted.  But  we  must  wait  for  more  means  and  more  peaceable 
times. 

Remarks. — The  late  amendment  to  the  school  law,  retaining  the  old  or- 
ganization until  the  end  of  the  school  year,  meets  with  universal  favor,  and 
no  doubt  will  enable  the  boards  to  furnish  to  the  Department  full  and  reliable 
annual  reports.  That  which  relates  to  the  holding  of  district  institutes  is 
not  so  well  received.  Many  do  not  relish  the  idea  of  having  to  pay  teachers 
while  engaged  in  self-improvement,  forgetful  of  the  fact  that  their  schools 
are  correspondingly  improved  by  this  means ;  but  I  trust  that  objections  to 
it  will  soon  disappear.  About  100  of  our  best  teachers  have  responded  to 
the  call  of  their  country,  many  of  whom  have  fallen  victims  to  disease  and 
the  rebel's  sword.  In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  speak  of  the  kindness  and 
consideration  with  which  I  have  been  received  for  the  last  three  years  by 
directors,  teachers  and  other  friends  of  education  throughout  the  county. — 
Their  courtesy  and  hospitality  have  tended  materially  to  cheer  me  "on  my 
weary  way,"  and  produce  in  my  heart  the  most  grateful  feelings.  I  have 
not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  the  attentions  thus  received  were  paid  merely 
to  an  humble  teacher;  it  is  the  courtesy  accorded  to  the  office  of  county  su- 
perintendent by  our  people,  an  office  having  for  its  object  the  happiness  and 
well-being  of  the  present  and  future  youth  of  our  State. 


CHESTER  COUNTY.— W.  W.  Woodruff, 

School  Houses. — Eight  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and 
one  has  been  enlarged  and  otherwise  improved.  These  are,  with  one  ex- 
ception, substantial  stone  or  brick  buildings.  Two  new  houses  in  East  Cain 
are  heated  from  below,  the  stove  being  placed  in  the  cellar  and  surrounded 
by  a  non-conductor.  The  h^at  passes  up  through  a  register  in  the  middle 
of  the  floor  of  the  school  room,  and  is  equally  distributed  to  all  parts  of  the 
house.  By  this  arrangement  room  is  saved,  dirt  and  noise  are  avoided,  clothes 
and  furniture  are  not  injured  by  the  heat,  and  the  attention  of  the  school  is 
not  distracted  while  some  one  renews  the  fire.     The  passage  to  the  cellar  is 
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through  the  entry.  Nearly  all  the  new  houses  have  sufficient  grounds  at- 
tached, inclosed  by  substantial  fences.  There  is  an  increasing  disposition 
to  inclose  all  our  school  grounds,  and  to  lay  out  and  ornament  them.  In  a 
few  instances  flower-beds  and  rude  but  pleasant  arbors  are  seen.  In  some 
districts  all  the  houses  are  surrounded  by  neat  fences,  and  the  yards  properly 
set  with  ornamental  trees.  In  very  many  others  beautiful  groves  have  been 
selected  as  sites,  and  all  that  is  needed  in  each  case  is  a  good  fence.  Still 
we  have  a  few  houses  situated  at  the  forks  of  roads,  exposed  to  view  on  all 
sides  J  on  side  hills,  inaccessible  except  on  foot;  and  in  valleys  where,  in 
summer,  the  heat  is  oppressive,  and  in  winter,  by  reason  of  mud,  they  are 
almost  unapproachable.  But  as  a  rule  the  directors  now  exhibit  as  much 
taste  and  judgment  in  selecting  sites  as  are  shown  by  any  class  of  our  peo- 
ple in  locating  their  private  residences,  and  I  doubt  whether  any  county  ia 
the  State  has  done  more  than  this,  during  the  last  three  years,  to  improve 
its  school  houses.  If  our  rural  districts  were  classed  according  to  the  char- 
acter of  their  school  houses,  Upper  Uwchlan,  Uwchlan,  East  Cain,  East 
Whiteland,  Highland,  East  Nottingham  and  West  Nottingham  would 
come  first,  and  East  Brandywine,  West  Brandywine,  Lower  Oxford,  West 
Vincent,  Valley,  Pocopson  and  West  Bradford  would  come  last.  It  must 
not  be  understood  that  all  the  houses  in  the  districts  first  mentioned  are  fuUj 
approved,  nor  that  all  in  the  last  named  are  condemned.  In  the  seven  dis- 
tricts last  mentioned  there  are  four  good  houses,  while  the  others  are  so  poor 
as  to  justify  the  classification  given.  It  should  be  added  that  in  all  these 
districts,  except  two,  the  directors  are  making  arrangements  to  build  one  or 
more  houses. 

Furniture. — But  little  change  has  been  made  in  the  furniture  of  our  old 
school  houses  since  my  last  report.  The  new  ones  have  generally  been  fur- 
nished with  suitable  desks,  table  for  the  teacher,  and  a  fair  amount  of  black- 
board surface.  There  are  fifty-six  houses  whose  furniture  I  consider,  upon 
the  whole,  unfit.  The  deficiency  most  manifest  is  in  black-board  surface. 
Frequently  the  small  board  furnished  by  the  directors  is  so  placed  as  to  be 
almost  inaccessible,  there  being  no  convenient  place  provided  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  building  and  the  arrangement  of  the  desks. 

Apparatus. — Little  or  no  addition  has  been  made  to  the  limited  supply  of 
apparatus.  A  few  globes  are  found  where  none  have  been  before  observed, 
but  in  most  cases  these  are  the  property  of  the  teacher.  It  is  the  purpose 
of  the  superintendent  during  the  coming  year  to  call  attention  of  teachers 
and  directors  specially  to  the  importance  of  illustrative  apparatus. 

Schools. — No  schools  have  been  graded  since  my  last  report.  In  a  few 
the  scholars  have  been  separated  into  two  classes  during  a  portion  or  all  of 
the  year,  and  placed  under  difi"erent  teachers,  the  division  being  determined 
Ik  some  general  sense  by  their  state  of  advancement ;  but  it  has  not  in  most 
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instances  been  considered  permanent,  and  has  had  little  or  no  stimulating 
effect.  The  schools  of  West  Chester  and  Phcenixville  are  rigidly  graded, 
the  pupils  being  transferred  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  department  only  when 
their  progress  will  justify  it.  Birmingham,  East  Bradford,  West  Bradford, 
Downingtown,  Elk,  Honeybrook,  Keunett,  Kennett  Square,  East  Marlbor- 
ough, Oxford  borough  and  West  Whiteland  have  one  school  each  in  which 
the  scholars  are  separated  as  indicated  above,  and  when  thus  separated 
they  are  counted  as  two  schools.  Sometimes  this  separation  is  made  only 
when  the  school  is  unusually  full.  All  our  schools  are  classified,  though  it 
is  often  quite  imperfectly  done,  on  account  of  a  dissimilarity  of  books,  and 
other  influences. 

Teachers. — The  great  majority  of  our  teachers  gave  reasonable  satisfaction 
during  the  past  year;  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  was  an  unusual 
number  of  cases  of  failure.  In  a  few  instances  this  arose  from  the  excited 
8tate  of  public  feeling  in  regard  to  the  existing  rebellion.  The  number  of 
males  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  county  during  any  portion  of  the  year  was 
152,  a  falling  off  of  20  compared  with  last  year;  the  number  of  females  24-3, 
an  increase  of  20.  In  some  districts  where  females  have  not  heretofore  been 
much  employed,  they  have  succeeded  so  well  as  to  occasion  a  great  change 
of  feeling  in  their  favor,  while  in  a  few  other  districts  where  there  is  and  has 
been  no  prejudice  against  them,  females  have  in  an  unexpected  number  of 
instances  failed  to  give  reasonable  satisfaction.  But  where  the  number  of 
female  teachers  is  sixty  per  cent,  in  excess  of  that  of  the  males,  the  former 
must  expect  to  fail  in  a  greater  number  of  instances.  I  still  hold  that, 
scholarship  and  experience  being  equal,  females  as  a  rule  succeed  better  than 
males  in  our  common  schools. 

Visitation. — I  made  317  visits  during  the  year.  A  few  schools  were  visited 
twice,  and  a  ew  were  not  visited,  owing  entirely  to  the  almost  impassable 
condition  of  the  roads  during  the  greater  part  of  the  season  of  visitation. — 
One  hour  was  about  the  average  length  of  each  visit.  Directors  in  nearly 
all  the  districts  visit  the  schools  with  commendable  regularity,  either  in  a 
body,  or  by  distributive  appointment,  or  by  the  secretary  acting  as  district 
superintendent.  In  a  few  districts  parents  visit  the  schools  frequently,  but 
in  far  the  greater  number  no  visits  are  recorded.  I  need  not  say  which 
districts  have  the  better  schools. 

District  Secretaries. — In  only  four  or  five  districts  do  the  secretaries  act 
as  district  superintendents.  In  such  districts  the  teachers  are  generally  held 
to  a  rigid  accountability  in  regard  to  their  attendance  upon  the  Saturday 
institutes,  and  the  material  wants  of  the  schools  are  well  supplied. 

District  Institutes. — Nearly  all  the  districts  have  held  institutes  on  alter- 
nate Saturdays,  or  have  required  their  teachers  to  attend  one  in  the  vicinity. 
In  some  the  duty  was  neglected  during  the  first  part  of  the  year,  and  in  very 
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many  it  was  engaged  in  with  evident  reluctance ;  in  five  it  was  omitted  al- 
togetlier.  Some  boards  were  opposed  to  organizing  the  institute,  having 
no  confidence  that  it  would  be  successful.  I  hardly  need  add  that  when  it 
was  organized,  or  rather  permitted  to  organize  and  set  itself  in  motion,  those 
expectations  were  fully  realized ;  it  was  not  successful.  The  last  winter 
was  a  very  unpleasant  one,  the  law  was  not  well  understood,  a"nd  in  some 
districts  contracts  were  entered  into  with  the  teachers  before  the  new  law  was 
passed,  all  tending  to  interfere  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  law  in  its  true 
spirit.     I  think  we  can  do  better  another  year. 

3foral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  read  with  regularity,  though  not 
always  daily,  in  all  but  sixty-eight  of  the  schools  visited.  Generally  the 
reading  was  done  by  the  teacher  at  the  opening  of  the  morning  session.  I  am 
not  aware  that  other  modes  of  moral  instruction  were  regularly  pursued  in 
any  of  the  schools,  except  to  give  such  counsel  as  seemed  proper  when  cir- 
cumstances and  occurrences  required  it. 

Public  Sentiment. — There  is  no  hostility  to  the  common  school  system,  as 
such,  in  the  county.  Opposition  to  some  of  its  features  there  is  in  a  few 
instances,  and  general  indifference  as  to  its  results  in  many.  In  a  county 
lying  near  a  large  city  it  is  to  be  expected  that  there  will  be  numerous  pri- 
rate  schools.  Such  is  the  fact  here,  but  there  is  and  has  been,  and  there 
seems  among  all  a  sincere  disposition  to  maintain,  a  full  and  cheerful  co- 
operation in  the  great  work  of  education  which  must  be  done  for  every 
generation  by  its  immediate  predecessor. 

Eemarks. — Five  local  institutes  were  held  duringthe  year,  besides  a  county 
institute  held  in  October,  which  continued  five  days  and  was  well  attended 
by  teachers  and  the  public  generally.  The  aggregate  attendance  of  teachers 
at  these  institutes  was  nearly  300.  In  some  of  our  districts  two  years  ago 
the  term  was  shortened  a  month.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  there 
is  now  a  general  disposition  to  make  the  term  a  month  longer;  so  that  I  am 
confident  the  report  of  the  coming  year  will  show  a  better  average  in  regard 
to  the  length  of  the  term  than  any  preceding  one. 


CLARION  COUNTY.— C.  S.  Walker. 

Buildings. — Five  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year ;  one  in  Sa- 
lem, one  in  Porter,  one  in  Beaver  and  two  in  Licking.  The  one  most  de- 
serving of  note  is  that  of  Madison ;  more  taste  has  been  displayed  in  the 
selection  of  a  location,  and  in  its  construction,  than  is  usual  in  the  county. 
The  number  of  buildings  still  unfit  for  use  is  forty.  The  following  districts 
still  retain  buildings  so  entirely  unfit  as  to  deserve  particular  mention:   Elk 
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three,  Knox  two,  Ashland  one,  Licking  three  and  Farmington  seven.  Witfe 
very  few  exceptions  no  old  buildings  were  supplied  with  new  furniture, 
those  needing  new  furniture  being  too  insufficient  to  warrant  any  outlay. — 
No  apparatus  introduced  during  the  year. 

Schools. — Most  of  our  teachers  had  their  schools  respectively  classified. 
There  has  been  a  marked  change  for  the  better  in  this  respect.  A  uniform 
series  of  text-books  has  been  adopted  throughout  the  county,  thereby  ma- 
t'Crially  furthering  the  efforts  of  teachers  in  respect  to  classification.  The 
number  of  graded  schools  remains  the  same  as  last  year.  The  number  of 
teachers  whose  schoolswere  found  to  progress  very  satisfactorily  was  eighty. 
Many  others  did  not  quite  come  up  to  the  standard,  and  are  consequently 
not  included  among  them. 

Female  Teachers. — The  number  of  female  teachers  in  the  county  during 
the  past  year  was  ninety.  The  year  previous  they  numbered  fifty.  As  far 
as  my  own  experience  is  concerned,  I  regard  the  employing  of  young  females 
to  take  charge  of  winter  schools  as  decidedly  injurious.  There  are  worthy 
exceptions,  but  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  I  have  found  them  totally  in- 
competent to  govern  their  schools.  To  all  such  their  short-comings,  with 
the  remedies,  were  kindly  pointed  out.  In  some  cases  I  found  upon  a  sub- 
sequent visit  that  they  had  been  acted  upon,  but  in  the  majority  there  was 
little  or  no  improvement. 

Visitaiion  of  Schools. — One  hundred  and  forty  schools  were  visited  once, 
forty  were  twice  visited,  and  five  thrice.  The  average  duration  of  visits 
■was  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  schools  which  were  not  visited  at  all 
were  either  temporarily  closed  when  I  was  in  their  districts,  or  were  in  charge 
of  teachers  not  hofding  valid  certificates.  Visitations  by  parents  and  di- 
rectors are  becoming  more  frequent  than  formerly,  the  good  effect  of  which 
is  apparent  in  the  increasing  diligence  of  pupils. 

District  Secretaries. — The  secretaries  of  Madison,  Piney  and  "Washington 
townships  acted  as  district  superintendents  with  marked  effect.  Their  mode 
of  visitation  was  to  spend  one  half  day  in  each  school  monthly,  hearing  the 
regular  recitations,  criticising  exercises  and  closing  with  an  address  to  the 
school. 

District  Institutes. — Fourteen  district  institutes  were  held  regularly  during 
the  winter.  In  many  cases  two  districts  united  for  this  purpose.  The  whole 
number  of  teachers  attending  was  one  hundred  and  thirty.  Most  of  the 
institutes  were  regularly  attended  by  directors,  who  took  part  in  the  exer- 
cises. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  number  of  schools  in  which  the  Scriptures  were 
read  as  an  opening  exercise  was  ninety ;  ten  were  opened  with  prayer,  and 
a  few  instructed  by  means  of  a  text-book.  All  professed  to  give  moral  in- 
struction orally. 
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Bemarks. — District  institutes,  by  bringing  together  directors,  teachers  and 
citizens,  have  done  much  to  remove  prejudice  against  the  school  system. 
They  have  shown  to  our  teachers  the  need  of  preparation  for  the  school 
room,  and  have  induced  many  to  enter  institutions  of  learning  in  order  to 
prepare  themselves  more  fully  for  the  duties  devolving  upon  them.  Rigid 
examinations  have  also  a  desirable  effect  in  producing  a  change  of  sentiment. 
I  have  been  much  more  strict  in  this  respect  during  this  year  than  heretofore, 
and  I  have  found  such  a  course  acceptable  to  the  great  majority  of  our  teach- 
ers. A  want  of  uniformity  throughout  the  State  in  regard  to  examinations 
is  undoubtedly  a  great  drawback. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY.— C.  B.  Sanpord. 

Not  having  received  my  appointment  as.  county  superintendent  until  a 
short  time  before  the  expiration  of  the  last  school  year,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  make  a  full  report  of  the  condition  of  the  common  schools  of  this 
county.  The  official  labors  and  observations  of  my  predecessor,  deceased, 
are  not  on  record.  No  statistical  notes  seem  to  have  been  taken  of  last 
year's  educational  operations,  from  which  I  might  make  a  report  for  the  por- 
tion of  the  year  when  he  was  the  acting  officer.  At  the  time  of  the  receipt 
of  my  commission,  April  6,  1863,  many  of  the  schools  had  already  closed, 
while  others  were  about  closing;  consequently  but  few  of  my  own  official 
acts  can  be  embodied  in  this  report. 

School  Houses. — The  number  is  137.  For  the  reasons  already  stated  I 
am  unable  to  give  the  exact  number  erected  during  the  year,  or  how  many 
are  yet  unfit  to  be  the  training-places  of  youth ;  but  we  have  a  large  number 
that  are  very  objectionable  either  in  themselves  or  in  point  of  location. — 
Some  are  situated  on  bleak  hilis  without  a  tree  to  shade  them;  others  are 
located  in  the  woods;  some  are  not  sufficiently  ventilated,  and  others  have 
too  much  air.  In  our  recently  c<}nstructed  houses,  built  generally  according 
to  plans  in  the  School  Architecture,  a  decided  improvement  has  been  made 
in  the  size,  location  and  internal  arrangements.  The  furniture  in  most  of 
the  new  houses  is  vv^ell  adapted  for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  scholars, 
the  black-board  surface  sufficiently  ample,  but  all  are  deficient  in  school  ap- 
paratus. They  are  an  ornament  to  their  respective  localities  and  reflect 
great  credit  on  the  directors. 

Graded  Schools. — The  only  graded  schools  in  the  county  are  in  Clearfield 
and  Curwensville  boroughs.  In  the  rural  districts  the  schools  are  ungraded 
and  imperfectly  classified,  the  latter  owing  to  a  troublesome  variety  of  school 
sbooks,     A  want  of  unifarmity  in  text-books  is  seriously  felt  and  is  a  serious 
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obstacle  to  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  our  schools.  It  prevents  a  proper 
classification  of  the  school,  distracts  the  efforts  of  the  teacher  and  retards  the 
progress  of  the  scholars.  While  many  districts  have  complied  with  the  re- 
quisition of  the  law  in  adopting  a  uniform  series  of  books,  yet  it  is  by  no 
means  as  general  as  it  should  or  even  might  be. 

Examinations. — I  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  cer- 
tificates issued  by  my  predecessor  during  the  last  year.  Siace  my  appointment 
seven  teachers  have  been  examined  privately,  at  the  request  of  the  board  of 
directors  employing  them.  To  four  of  the  applicants  provisional  certificates 
were  granted  for  one  year,  two  for  one  term,  and  one  rejected.  Hereafter 
all  teachers  will  be  expected  to  be  publicly  examined  as  the  law  requires. 
My  method  of  examining  teachers  is  chiefly  oral,  and  much  the  same  as  I 
have  pursued  with  classes  in  the  school  room.  I  never  ask  questions  with 
the  design  of  puzzling,  always  tell  whether  answers  are  right  or  wrong,  and 
if  wrong,  correct  the  error  and  explain  the  reason  for  it;  have  no  set  list  of 
questions  prepared  beforehand,  but  ask  those  which  occur  to  me  as  suitable 
and  are  best  calculated  to  test  the  extent  of  the  candidate's  general  know- 
ledge, as  well  as  his  readiness,  tact  and  power  to  impart  that  knowledge  to 
others.  In  orthography  and  grammar  the  candidate  is  required  to  write  the 
words  and  sentences  on  the  black-board,  and  in  turn  is  called  on  to  give  an 
arthographical,  etymological  and  syntactical  analysis.  In  written  arithmetic 
I  usually  commence  with  elementary  principles,  write  a  few  easy  practical 
problems  in  the  various  rules  on  the  black-board,  and  require  a  solution  and 
an  explanation  of  each  question  from  the  teacher.  In  this  way  the  candi- 
date's knowledge  of  principles,  as  well  as  his  aptness  to  teach,  can  besatis- 
fectorily  obtained.  Besides,  the  oral  method,  in  my  judgment,  is  better 
adapted  than  the  written  to  awaken  the  interest  and  secure  the  confidence 
of  teachers,  directors  and  citizens. 

Ttachers. — It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  number  of  good  teachers  in 
this  county  is  incre^ing  beyond  expectation.  Many  were  added  to  our 
number  last  year,  and  further  additions  I  trust  will  be  made  the  ensuing  fall. 
It  is  encouraging  to  know  that  many  of  our  teachers  are  beginning  to  feel 
the  great  responsibility  they  are  assuming,  and  the  necessity  of  a  higher 
standard  of  qualifications.  They  are  anxious  to  avail  themselves  of  every 
opportunity  for  self-improvement  by  study,  and  by  reading  those  educational 
works  which  are  eminently  calculated  to  secure  usefulness  and  success. — 
Candor,  however,  compels  me  to  state  that  too  many  have  not  yet  acquired 
a  sufficiently  thorough  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  various  branches 
which  they  are  required  to  teach,  and  are  yet  satisfied  if  they  can  only  keep 
school  and  hear  lessons. 

District  institutes  have  been  organized  generally  throughout  the  county, 
and  where  properly  conducted  and  kept  in  successful  operation,  they  becomft 
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a  powerful  agency  to  excite  a  spirit  of  emulation  among  the  teachers  and 
awaken  a  deep  interest  in  the  people.  The  one  at  Clearfield  borough,  which 
embraced  Lawrence  township,  was  well  sustained  and  deserves  special 
mention. 

Summer  School. — Nine  districts  had  both  summer  as  well  as  winter 
schools.  The  summer  schools  generally  commence  in  May,  which  appears 
to  be  a  suitable  time. 

Owing  to  the  limited  period  I  have  been  in  office  I  cannot  speak  of  those 
other  points  required  by  the  Department,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  afford  full 
information  in  my  next  annual  report. 


CLINTON  COUNTY.— Jesse  H.  Berry, 

In  submitting  this,  my  sixth  and  last  annual  report,  it  affords  me  much 
pleasure  to  state,  that  notwithstanding  the  great  ordeal  through  which  this 
country  has  been  and  is  now  passing,  the  educational  interests  of  the  coun- 
ty still  occupy  a  strong  hold  in  the  affections  of  our  people.  The  follow- 
ing tabularized  statement  will  show,  at  a  single  glance,  the  amount  of  labor 
that  has  been  performed  by  the  superintendent  in  this  county  during  the 
past  year,  viz  : 

New  School  houses. — Two  were  built  in  Allison,  one  in  Bald  Eagle,  and 
one  in  Porter  district,  making  four  in  all.  These  are  substantial  frame  build- 
ings, erected  at  an  average  cost  of  about  $700. 

Furniture. — There  has  been  no  material  change  from  the  preceding  year 
in  the  furniture  of  our  school  rooms.  A  few  rooms  have  been  furnished 
with  new  seats  and  desks. 

Apparatus — The  only  apparatus  furnished  schools  by  directors  was  in 
Leidy  district,  a  historical  and  geographical  chart  being  placed  in  each 
school.  Teachers  possessing  charts,  globes,  &c.,  have  used  them  in  the 
schools  in  which  they  were  engaged  as  teachers. 

Graded  Schools. — A  strong  effort  was  made  in  Pine  Creek  district  to  es- 
tablish a  Union  graded  school;  but  the  opposition  was  great  and  the  pro- 
ject failed  for  the  time  being.  The  effort  to  establish  such  school  will  be 
I'enewed  this  year,  and  as  the  public  mind  is  becoming  more  favorable  to 
the  enterprise,  the  prospects  for  success  are  good.  The  graded  schools  which 
were  in  session  in  the  county  during  the  past  year,  are  as  follows : 

Lock  Haven  Union  Graded  Schools. — For  the  accommodation  of  these 
schools,  there  are  two  buildings,  one  containing  four  rooms  and  the  other 
two.  There  are  also  two  rented  rooms  in  addition  to  the  above,  in  which 
primary  schools  have  been  taught,  making  eight  school  rooms  in  all.     By 
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an  act  of  the  last  Legislature,  Lock  Haven  has  been  formed  into  three  wards. 
The  West  ward  does  not  contain  a  school  house,  but  the  presumption  is 
that  suitable  buildings  will  soon  be  erected  there,  and  that  the  renting  of  illy 
ventilated  and  badly  furnished  rooms  will  be  dispensed  with. 

The  Flemington  school  was  partially  graded.  It  will  require  another 
large  school  room  there,  before  justice  can  be  done  to  the  pupils  of  that  vil- 
lage. During  the  past  winter  the  vestibule  of  the  school  house  was  fur- 
nished, and  a  primary  school  taught  there.  The  pupils  of  Flemington  must 
have  more  room  to  make  their  schools  a  success. 

Farrandsville  sustains  a  good  graded  school  The  building  contains  two 
large  rooms,  separated  by  folding  doors ;  the  location  is  pleasant,  and  the 
schools  a  success. 

Beech  Creek  has  a  graded  school.  The  building  is  comparatively  new. 
and  is  pretty  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  built.  The  school 
is  composed  of  two  grades. 

The  Salona  graded  school,  for  a  number  of  years  under  the  care  of  Prof. 
Daniel  Herr,  has  accomplished  a  good  work.  More  teachers  have  been 
educated  in  this  school  than  in  any  other  graded  school  in  the  county.  The 
building  is  large,  containing  three  school  rooms  and  a  lecture  room.  But 
two  of  the  school  rooms  hare  been  used  f«r  school  purposes  as  yet. 

Logansville  has  a  good  graded  school.  The  building  contains  two  large 
school  rooms  and  a  splendid  lecture  room.  Considering  the  short  time  a 
graded  school  has  been  established  here,  and  the  good  results  already  flow- 
ing from  it,  the  enterprise  promises  to  meet  the  expectations  of  the  most 
sanguine. 

Where  graded  schools  should  be  established: — Tylersville,  (Logan  dis- 
trict,) Hamburg,  (in  Lamar,)  Clintonville,  (in  Porter,)  Dunnsburg  and  Lock 
Port,  (in  Woodward,)  and  Pine  Creek  and  Leidy  districts.  Every  graded 
school  in  the  county  is  a  standing  argument  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of 
such  schools,  whenever  and  wherever  practicable. 

Normal  School. — The  first  session  of  the  "  Clinton  County  Normal  school" 
commenced  in  August  last,  continuing  three  months.  A  number  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen  attended  this  school  who  taught  quite  successfully  during  the 
past  winter.  The  second  session  began  in  April  and  is  still  in  progress. 
The  school  is  located  in  Logansville,  and  is  conducted  by  Frof.  L.  F.  Biltle. 
It  is  hoped  it  will  prove  a  great  auxiliary  to  the  cause  of  education  in  the 
county. 

Colored  Schools. — The  school  for  colored  children  in  Lock  Haven  was 
in  session  the  usual  length  of  time.  A  "mixed"  school  in  Keating  was  in 
session  also.  These  schools  demonstrate  the  fact  that  the  color  of  the  skin 
is  no  obstacle  in  the  way  to  intellectual  development,  philosophical  disqui- 
aitions  on  the  natural  inferiority  of  the  races  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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Teachers. — The  accompanying  statement  or  table  will  show  the  whole 
number  of  teachers  examined  in  the  countj  during  the  past  year.  Of  this 
number  (110)51  males  and  47  females  received  the  "temporary  certificate," 
and  7  males  and  5  females  "county  certificate."  The  average  qualifications 
of  those  receiving  the  provisional  certificate  was  about  "2Jg,"  including  in 
this  estimate  the  applicant's  knowledge  of  the  "theory  and  practice  of  teach- 
ing." From  necessity  many  young  and  inexperienced  teachers  were  em- 
ployed, and  their  success  was  not  as  good  as  that  attending  the  labors  of 
more  experienced  teachers. 

The  entire  number  of  "county  certificates"  granted  since  the  present  form 
of  certificates  was  furnished  is  53.  Of  this  number  but  a  small  percentage 
remain  in  the  schools — some  are  in  the  army,  some  are  following  other  call- 
ings, some  moved  to  other  localities  and  some  are  dead. 

A  greater  number  of  female  teachers  were  employed  last  winter  than  at 
any  former  time,  and  the  success  attending  their  efforts  proves  their  adapta- 
tion to  the  school  room. 

Visitation  of  Schools. — All  the  schools  in  the  county  that  were  in  session 
when  we  made  our  regular  visitations  were  visited  once,  some  of  them  twice 
and  a  few  three  times,  with  the  following  exceptions,  viz :  the  schools  of 
Gallagher,  (four  in  number,)  two  schools  in  Keating  and  one  school  in  Bald 
Eagle.  , 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  was  read  in  all  the  schools  of  the  county 
except  fourteen.  There  can  be  but  one  opinion  respecting  the  propriety  of 
reading  daily  a  portion  of  God's  Word  in  the  school  room.  Its  effect  for 
good  on  the  young  mind  is  marked  and  decided. 

Institutes. — The  Chapman  institute  convened  at  West  Port,  August  15th, 
and  continued  in  session  two  days.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  teach- 
ers and  citizens,  some  being  present  from  a  distance  of  twenty  miles.  Bev. 
J.  Milton  Akers  assisted  much  to  interest  and  edify  the  audience. 

The  Logansville  institute  met  in  that  village  October  30  th,  and  was  in 
session  three  days.  About  forty  teachers  were  in  attendance.  Class  drills, 
essays,  select  readings,  lectures,  debates  and  vocal  music  formed  the  order 
of  exercises.     It  was  a  very  profitable  session. 

The  Clinton  County  Teachers^  institute  convened  in  the  Methodist  chapel, 
Dunnsburg,  in  a  three  days'  meeting,  commencing  January  1st,  1863.  A 
large  number  of  teachers  and  citizens  came  up  to  the  institute.  Aside  from 
the  teachers,  the  Bev.  J.  De  Moyer  and  Alex.  Beed,  Esq.,  were  the  prin- 
cipal lecturers.  It  was  one  of  the  most  successful  institutes  ever  held  in 
the  county. 

A  joint  institute  hetween  adjacent  districts,  in  Clinton  and  Centre  counties, 
was  convened  at  Eagleville,  Centre  county,  in  February  lasl.  It,  too,  was 
well  attended  and  resulted  in  much  good. 
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District  Institutes. — It  was  next  to  impossible  for  the  teachers  in  the  *'vp 
Hver  districts",  to  comply  with  the  law  respecting  these  institutes.  The 
eountrj  is  mountainous,  the  schools  frequently  isolated  and  the  facilities  for 
travel  not  good.  Many  of  the  teachers,  too,  were  ladies,  and  could  not  travel 
a  long  distance  over  those  rough  roads.  The  Philadelphia  and  Erie  railroad 
is  now  completed  through  this  section,  and  teachers  on  the  line  of  the  road 
will  be  enabled  in  the  future  to  attend. 

There  were  no  institutes  or  "other  exercises,"  required  by  law,  in  Lock 
Haven,  though  nine  teachers  were  employed.  All  the  other  districts  most 
cheerfully  complied  with  the  law  and  the  result  is  seen  in  the  improved  con- 
dition of  their  schools. 

Public  sentiment  is  decidedly  favorable  to  our  common  schools.  I  have 
heard  scarcely  a  word  spoken  against  the  schools  or  the  school  law  during 
the  past  year.  What  the  people  want  are  results,  and  the  schools  are  now 
imparting  these.     The  people  of  Clinton  have  confidence  in  their  schools. 

Conclusion. — Fourteen  years  of  my  life  have  been  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  common  schools,  six  of  those  years  to  the  superintendency,  in  this  my 
native  county.  I  am  sensibly  aware  that  during  this  long  period  I  have 
made  mistakes.  Still  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  however  much  in 
error  I  always  conscientiously  tried  to  do  my  duty. 
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As  I  did  not  receive  my  commission  until  about  the  first  of  April,  when 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  schools  had  closed,  I  had  no  opportunity  to  visit  them  ; 
and  of  course  my  means  of  collecting  reliable  data  were  very  limited.  I 
expected  to  receive  those  from  my  predecessor,  but  he  has,  instead,  made  a 
brief  report,  which  I  herewith  transmit. 

School  Houses. — Not  having  visited  the  schools,  I  cannot  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  houses  from  observation.  I  have  been  informed,  however, 
that  there  are  still  a  large  number  that  are  deficient  in  many  respects.  A  few 
new  buildings  have  been  erected,  and  others  are  contemplated  during  next 
year. 

Schools. — I  believe  the  schools  were  all  open  at  least  four  months  during 
the  year.  Many  of  the  school  boards  have  adopted  a  uniform  series  of  text- 
books. 

Visitation. — So  far  as  I  have  the  means  of  knowing,  the  schools  of  but  one 
district  were  visited  by  the  superintendent.  Conyngham  district  is  reported 
to  have  received  one  visit,  to  each  of  its  schools,  of  thirty  minutes.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  others  were  visited  at  alL 
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Institutes. — In  consequence  of  the  removal,  from  the  county,  of  my  prede- 
cessor, no  county  institute  was  held  during  the  winter.  District  institutes 
were  organized 'and  successfully  conducted  in  many  of  the  townships.  I 
attended  a  few  of-  them  during  the  winter,  and  was  much  gratified  at  the 
interest  manifested  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  parents.  In  some  in- 
stances the  school  houses  were  crowded  by  attentive  and  apparently  highlv 
interested  audiences. 

The  teachers  of  Greenwood,  Bloom  and  Pine  seemed  to  be  fully  aroused 
to  the  importance  of  their  work.  I  believe  the  same  remark  will  apply  to 
many  other  districts.     One  or  more  of  the  directors  were  generally  present. 

Public  Serdiment. — It  is  highly  gratifying  to  know  that  the  spirit  of  op- 
position to  the  school  system,  which  has  been  manifested  in  some  parts  of 
the  county,  is  rapidly  giving  way.  The  district  institutes,  if  properly  eon- 
ducted,  must  undoubt^ly  have  a  very  salutary  influence  upon  the  minds  of 
the  people. 

Examinations. — At  the  request  of  directors,  a  few  teachers  were  examined 
by  me  for  the  summer  schools. 
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School  Houses. — Number  built  during  the  year,  23;  the  aggregate  cost 
$7,725  39;  average  cost  $335  93.  Woodcock  borough  built  the  best;  a  fine 
building  40  by  50  feet  on  the  ground  and  two  stories  high.  Cost  $1,500. 
The  greater  part  of  the  new  houses  are  well  arranged,  substantial  struc- 
tures; yet  there  are  a  few  much  less  convenient  and  useful  than  they  might 
have  been  made.  The  most  common  defect  is  in  placing  windows  on  all 
sides,  so  as  to  leave  no  suitable  space  for  black-board  surface.  It  seems 
that  some  method  ought  to  be  adopted  for  preventing  the  erection  of  new 
houses  which  violate  all  rules  of  taste  and  convenience.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
well  to  require  the  board,  before  building  a  house,  to  submit  the  plan  for  the 
approval  of  some  competent  authority. 

Fu7'niture  and  Apparatus. — A  number  of  school  houses  have  had  un- 
suitable and  inconvenient  desks  and  seats  re-placed  by  better  ones.  The 
Cochranton  school,  through  the  exertions  of  its  enterprising  principal,  Mr. 
E.  C.  M'Clintock,  has  been  supplied  with  Holbrook's  apparatus,  a  six  inch 
globe,  a  microscope,  Wilson's  charts,  various  maps,  and  the  nucleus  of  a 
library  and  mineralogical  cabinet. 

Graded  schools  in  number  and  arrangement  remain  the  same  as  in  the  last 
report.  The  manner  of  grading  differs  according  to  the  size  of  the  school  and 
the  number  of  teachers  employed.    In  Meadville,  beside  the  high  school,  there 
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are  four  grades ;  in  Titusville  there  are  three  grades,  but  from  the  crowded 
^tate  of  the  school  another  teacher  is  much  needed.  In  Conneautrille  the 
primary  school  is  separated  from  the  others.  The  other  .division  a  part  of 
the  year  is  divided  into  two  grades  and  a  part  into  three,  according  to  the 
number  of  scholars  that  attend.  This  seems  to  hare  a  bad  eifect,  deranging 
the  gradation  twice  every  year  and  making  it  much  more  difficult  to  arrange 
the  studies  properly.  There  is  but  little  doubt  that,  if  both  Conneautville 
and  Titusville  would  keep  a  definite  number  of  schools  open  the  whole  year, 
and  adopt  a  regular  course  of  study,  the  interests  of  their  schools  would  be 
very  much  enhanced.  "We  have  no  schools  neither  graded  nor  classified, 
though  the  completeness  of  the  classification  is  not  uniform. 

Fisitation. — The  frequent  calls  to  attend  and  assist  at  district  institutes 
left  me  less  time  to  devote  to  vLsitation  than  usual.  These  Saturday  insti- 
tutes would  sometimes  occur  on  successive  weeks  frofci  twenty  to  forty  miles 
apart,  requiring  a  large  amount  of  travel  to  reach  them.  Still  I  was  able  to 
visit  about  306  schools,  all  in  the  county  but  36.  In  many  cases  methods 
of  teaching  and  improved  arrangements,  spoken  of  or  recommended  at  former 
visits,  were  found  in  successful  use.  The  aggregate  value  of  these  improved 
methods  is  larger  than  a  casual  observer  would  imagine,  and  is  the  most 
encouraging  feature  of  my  labor. 

District  institutes  were  organized  in  forty  districts  or  so  as  to  be  accessible 
to  the  teachers  of  that  number.  About  300  teachers  in  all  attended.  I  was 
able  to  be  present  at  about  twenty  of  these  meetings  and  found  them  usually 
well  conducted  and  unquestionably  doing  a  good  work.  There  were  some 
exceptions  to  this  but  not  many.  The  opinion  is  here  hazarded  that  a  dis- 
trict institute  is  very  much  like  a  school,  in  one  respect  at  least ;  it  is  interesting 
ftnd  profitable  when  the  teachers  make  it  so;  that  it  requires  just  as  much 
labor  and  effort  to  make  an  institute  pay,  as  a  school,  and  no  more. 

County  Institute. — Two  sessions  of  the  regular  county  institute  was  held 
at  Saegertown  and  Townville,  a  joint  institute  with  Erie  county  at  Albion, 
and  one  with  Erie  and  Warren  at  Spartansburg.  In  attendance  and  general 
interest  these  meetings  were  not  inferior  to  former  sessions. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  was  read  regularly  in  63  schools. 

District  Superintendency. — Two  secretaries  acted  as  district  superintend- 
ents for  one  term  each.  This  measure  is  likely  to  be  more  generally  intro- 
duced the  present  year.  The  directors  of  26  districts  visited  their  schools 
regularly  according  to  law.  In  the  remaining  districts  this  duty  w^as  per- 
formed with  more  or  less  regularity  but  not  fully  up  to  the  legal  requirement. 

Teachers. — The  whole  number  of  teachers  engaged  to  teach  in  the  county 
during  the  year  was  580,  of  whom  (128)  22  per  cent,  were  males  and  (458) 
78  per  cent,  females.  Last  year  the  proportion  was  27  per  cent,  males  to 
73  per  cent,  females.     The  proportionate  number  of  male  teachers  is  still 
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diminishing,  but  not  as  rapidly  as  heretofore.  The  comparative  success  of 
males  and  females  will  be  indicated  by  the  following :  Of  the  128  male 
teachers,  106  (8Sper  cent.)  gave  good  satisfaction,  20  (17 per  cent.)  medium 
satisfaction,  and  2  were  dismissed;  of  the  456  females,  376  (82  per  cent.) 
gave  good,  81  (18  per  cent.)  medium  satisfaction,  and  2  were  dismissed. — 
This  comparison,  drawn  from  careful  returns  made  by  the  district  secretaries 
and  confirmed  by  my  own  observations,  shows  conclusively  that  there  is 
no  essential  difference  in  the  average  success  of  male  and  female  teachers 
among  us,  a  result  that  may  surprise  some  who  have  long  held  a  different 
opinion. 

Schools. — It  may  be  remarked  here  that  the  general  advancement  of  our 
schools  is  not  shown  so  much  in  any  particular  school  as  in  the  greatly  in- 
creased porportionate  number  of  first  class  schools,  and  in  the  diminished 
number  of  failures.  On  the  whole  the  success  of  our  schools  for  the  past 
year  has  been  most  gratifying.  The  greatest  improvement  is  seen  in  the 
direction  of  better  and  more  philosophical  methods  of  teaching,  methods  not 
30  showy  perhaps  as  those  they  have  superseded,  but  much  more  effective. 
The  effect  of  the  use  of  these  improved  methods  is  seen  in  greater  mental 
activity  among  the  pupils,  in  the  substitution  of  mental  growth  for  mere 
memorizing,  and  in  a  general  re-invigoration  of  what  may  be  called  the  life 
of  the  school. 

BemarJcs. — It  is  due  to  the  newspapers  of  this  county  that  I  should  call 
attention  to  the  cordial  support  they  have  ever  given  to  every  measure  look- 
ing-toward  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  the  advancement  of  sound  education. 
For  this  they  deserve  the  thanks  of  every  friend  of  human  progress. 

In  conclusion,  to  many  friends  of  education  my  most  sincere  thanks  are  due 
for  the  generous  encouragement  and  support  so  freely  extended  to  me  during 
the  three  years  just  closed.  I  trust  that  no  effort  will  be  spared  on  my  part 
to  deserve  and  retain  that  support  during  the  three  years  on  which  we  have 
just  entered. 
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School  Houses. — There  have  been  but  two  built  during  the  year,  viz  :  A 
ine  two  story  brick  in  the  borough  of  New  Cumberland,  with  fine  light, 
good  ventilation  and  extensive  black-board  surface,  and  one  in  Lower  Allen 
township,  (also  brick,)  a  fine  structure,  large  and  roomy,  with  high  ceiling, 
good  light  and  ventilation  and  warmed  by  a  furnace  in  the  basement.  This 
is  the  only  house  in  the  county  thus  heated,  and  as  an  experiment  it  has 
been  found  to  answer  well     In  addition  to  these  two  new  houses,  the  direc- 
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tors  of  Silver  Spring  have  made  some  temporaiy  repairs  upon  their  house? 
in  Hoguestown,  which  will  enable  them  to  postpone  the  building  of  a  new  one 
for  a  year  or  two  longer.  There  are  several  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
that  need  repair  to  mak-e  them  comfortable  for  the  coming  winter,  but  ap 
xhe  directors  have,  in  most  cases,  signified  their  intention  to  have  them  pro- 
perly repaired,  I  refrain  from  particularizing.  Of  total  unfitness  for  school 
purposes,  the  most  glaring  case  is  the  school  house  in  Shippensburg  town- 
ship, (previously  reported  unfit  for  use.) 

Furniture. — I  am  not  able  to  report  the  introduction  of  new  or  improved 
furniture  into  any  of  the  old  houses,  but,  as  a  general  thing,  it  is  comforta- 
ble and  convenient,  although  in  some  cases  the  older  styles  of  arrangement 
are  adhered  to. 

Apparatus. — Of  apparatus  there  has  been  no  increase  during  the  year, 
except  in  the  article  of  maps.  Outline  maps  have  been  introduced  into  all 
the  schools  of  several  districts  with  marked  benefit.  There  is  but  one  school 
in  the  county  that  has  any  apparatus  worthy  of  the  name,  and  tliat  is  the 
Shippensburg  high  school.  Newville  high  school  has  access  to  the  appara- 
tus belonging  to  the  County  Normal  school,  but  to  what  extent  the  facili- 
ties thus  afforded  are  availed  of,  I  have  not  been  informed. 

Grading. — There  have  been  no  new  cases  of  grading  during  the  year,  nor 
are  there  any  schools  in  the  county  unclassified,  although  different  degrees 
of  judgment  are  displayed  in  the  classification,  and  I  have  made  it  a  promi- 
nent part  of  my  business  to  suggest  such  improvements  as  the  different 
cases  seemed  to  call  for.  I  had  a  consultation  during  the  winter  with  the 
directors  and  teachers  of  Mechanicsburg  borough,  on  the  subject  of  the  grad- 
ing of  their  schools,  at  which  it  was  freely  admitted  that  their  system 
needed  improvement,  but  as  the  middle  of  the  session  was  not  deemed  a 
fitting  time  to  introduce  a  change,  it  was  postponed.  I  hope,  however,  that 
the  coming  year  will  witness  not  only  an  improvement  in  their  system  of 
grades,  but  also  an  increase  in  the  length  of  the  session,  more  consonant 
with  the  otherwise  progressive  spirit  of  that  rapidly  improving  town. 

Teachers. — Two  with  professional  and  three  with  provisional  certificates 
comprise  the  whole  number  of  those  whom  I  consider  justly  entitled  to  be 
classed  as  not  having  given  reasonable  satisfaction.  In  districts  which  re- 
duce the  term  and  the  salary  to  the  lowest  possible  figures,  and  consequently 
only  receive  applications  from  those  teachers  who  cannot  obtain  situations 
elsewhere,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  that  satisfaction  would  be 
rendered  ;  and  I  find  as  a  general  thing,  although  local  causes  may  some- 
times induce  a  good  teacher  to  give  his  services  for  half  their  value,  that  the 
cheapest  teachers  are  those  who  receive  the  highest  pay.  I  would  not  know 
where  to  end  the  list  of  teachers  who  deserve  commendation  for  the  exer- 
tions they  have  put  forth  in  the  good  cause,  and  for  the  succes.-;  which  has 
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crowned  those  exertions,  and  I  would  rather,  therefore,  be  excused  from 
particularizing,  lest  I  should  do  injustice  by  accidental  omissions. 

Female  Teachers. — The  number  of  female  teachers  in  the  county  this 
year  was  44i  per  cent,  greater  than  last  year,  (36  this  year,  to  25  last,) 
owing  partly  to  the  a,bsence  of  some  of  our  male  teachers  in  the  army,  but 
mainly,  I  believe,  to  a  steadly  increasing  faith  in  their  peculiar  fitness  for 
the  vocation.  I  am  both  proud  and  happy  to  record  my  verdict  in  favor  of 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  justified  the  hopes  which  were  entertained  of 
their  success — proud,  because  that  success  vindicates  my  oft  expressed  con- 
viction that  they  are  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  vocation,  and  happy,  because  I 
foresee  in  their  continued  and  increasing  success  an  indefinite  extension  of 
the  too  limited  sphere  in  which  woman  has  heretofore  been  allowed  to  move 
and  act  and  bless. 

Visitation. — I  visited  every  school  house  in  the  county  except  two,  a  few 
of  them-the  second  time,  making  in  all  193  visits,  of  an  average  duration  of 
2^  hours.  As  individual  instances  of  the  good  effects  of  regular  and  fre- 
quent visitations  by  directors  and  parents,  I  am  sorry  that  I  can  only  men- 
tion, (for  the  third  time,)  the  district  of  S.  Middleton,  where  directorial  and 
parental  visitation  is  more  regular  and  frequent  than  in  any  other,  and 
where  the  good  effects  are  visible  in  the  increasing  efficiency  of  the  schools 
and  in  the  increasing  interest  manifested  by  the  community.  But  I  can  bear 
testimony  that  the  want  of  interest,  as  manifested  by  failure  on  the  part  of 
directors  and  parents  to  visit,  is  followed  invariably  by  an  apathy  on  the 
part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils,  which  is  painfully  apparent  even  to  a 
casual  observer. 

District  Superintendents. — There  have  been  no  district  superintendents 
in  this  county  since  the  erection  of  Penn  township,  from  a  part  of  Dickinson. 
Previous  to  the  division,  the  township  contained  20  schools,  and  $75  per 
annum  was  paid  to  the  secretary  for  acting  as  district  superintendent,  but  I 
cannot  say  that  the  benefits  of  the  system  were  very  apparent. 

District  Institutes. — I  am  utterly  unable  to  give  the  desired  information 
under  this  head,  as  the  statistics  have  never  been  furnished  me  by  the  dif- 
ferent boards  of  directors,  nor  by  the  secretaries  of  the  different  institutes. 
I  can  only  say  institutes  have  been  organized  in  all  the  districts  except  New 
Cumberland  borough  and  Shippensburg  township,  the  teachers  of  which  met 
with  those  of  the  adjoining  districts.  In  borough  districts  the  time  of  meet- 
ing has  generally  been  on  every  Friday  evening,  in  rural  districts  on  alter- 
nate Saturdays.  In  those  districts  where  I  have  been  able  to  meet  with 
the  teachers  at  their  institutes,  the  attendance  has  generally  been  full,  the 
exercises  consisting  principally  of  class  drills,  but  occasionally  varied  by  es- 
says and  lectures.  The  class  drills  are  so  conducted  as  to  admit  of  the 
greatest  freedom  of  discussion,  an,d.  it  was  highly  gratifying  to  witness  the 
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extent  to  which  the  teachers  avail  themselves  of  that  freedom.  1  am  de  - 
cidedly  of  opinion  that  class  drills,  if  well  conducted,  can  be  profitably  made 
to  occupy  the  principal  time  of  the  institutes.  There  were  several  distriete 
in  which  I  did  not  attend  any  of  the  institute  meetings,  but  I  must  be  al- 
lowed to  mention,  among  those  which  I  did  not  attend,  S.  Middleton,  Mid- 
dlesex and  Mifflin,  as  evincing  the  right  spirit,  and  a  determination  to  make 
the  best  possible  use  of  the  facilities  thus  afforded  for  mutual  improvement. 
In  Mifflin,  especially,  I  saw  only  the  desire  to  improve,  without  any  of  that 
thirst  for  triumph  and  display,  which  in  some  districts  makes  the  older  and 
mere  experienced  a  terror  to  the  younger  members  of  the  corps,  instead  of 
the  source  to  which  they  should  look  for  instruction  and  encouragement. 

Moral  Instruction. — There  are  in  the  county  20  schools  that  are  regularly 
opened  with  prayer,  130  with  the  reading  of  Scripture,  and  in  all  the  others, 
except  2  or  3,  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  constitute  a  part,  but  not  the 
opening  part,  of  the  daily  exercise.  In  most  schools  this  reading  is  engaged 
in  by  all  the  pupils  who  are  able  to  read.  In  some  iew  (and  I  have  used 
my  influence  to  increase  the  number)  the  reading  is  done  by  the  teacher,  and 
from  my  observation  I  am  confident  that  the  latter  plan  is  the  better.  When 
the  teacher  reads  a  passage  of  Scripture  in  a  solemn  and  impressive  man- 
ner, the  pupils  will  heed  the  matter;  whereas,  when  they  are  reading  they 
look  upon  it  as  a  reading  exercise,  and  only  consider  the  manner.  There  are 
no  text-books  on  moral  philosophy  in  use  in  any  of  our  schools,  nor  any  other 
book,  except  the  Bible,  used  as  a  guide  to  moral  instruction ;  but  oral  in- 
struction in  morals  is  imparted  in  some  25  or  30  regularly,  iu  others  occa- 
sionally, and  I  find  its  efifects  very  apparent,  as  also  that  of  sacred  music,  in 
the  improved  order  of  the  schools. 

Public  Sentiment. — I  find  the  prevailing  public  sentiment  decidedly  fa  vorable 
to  the  commolri  schools,  and  also  to  the  .superintendency.  There  is  no  instance 
of  a  district  making  a  permanent  reduction  of  the  length  of  the  term  or  the 
amount  of  the  compensation,  but  on  the  contrary  there  is  a  sure  though  slow 
tendency  to  an  increase  in  both ;  and  I  feel  perfectly  safe  in  saying  that  the 
feeling  in  favor  of  education  is  on  the  increase. 

Suggestions. — A  fault  which  I  have  observed  in  many  of  the  schools  is  a 
disposition  to  subordinate  everything  else  to  mathematics ;  to  hurry  the  pupil 
through  arithmetic  and  into  algebra  and  geometry,  not  caring  whether  or  not 
he  knows  when  or  by  whom  America  was  discovered,  what  form  of  govern- 
ment he  lives  under,  whether  the  earth  revolves  around  the  sun  or  the  sun 
around  the  earth,  or  which  is  more  digestible,  chalk  or  cheese.     Grammar  is 
'owly  assuming  its  proper  rank  amongst  the  studies  of  our  schools,  although 
as  suffered  sad  neglect  heretofore. 
^^ican  Schools. — There  is  but  one  school  for  colored  children  in  the 
and  that  is  in  the  borough  of  Shippensburg.     The  other  schools,  to 
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'which  the  blacks  had  access  before  the  separation,  are  kept  in  operation  nine 
imonths;  whereas  the  colored  school  is  only  "kept  open  four  months,  and  that, 
too,  at  such  a  salary  ($18)  as  renders  the  idea  of  procuring  a  competent 
teacher  sinoply  ridiculous.  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the 
gross  injustice  thus  done,  but  without  effect.  I  therefore  leave  it  with  the 
Department,  to  adopt  such  action  in  the  premises  as  shall  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say,  in  closing  my  official  connection  with  the  edu- 
cational interests  of  Cumberland  county,  that  the  term  of  such  connection 
has  been  one  of  the  happiest  of  my  life.  I  have  formed  friendships  amongst 
the  directors  and  teachers  that  I  hope  will  only  terminate  with  that  life.  I 
have  endeavored  «o  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my  position  as  most  effectually 
to  advance  the  interests  of  education  ;  and  if  I  have  failed,  I  only  request 
that  an  indulgent  public  may  attribute  that  failure,  where  it  of  right  belongs, 
to  a  want  of  capacity,  rather  than  a  want  of  desire  so  to  advance  it. 
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School  Houses. — A  very  good  frame  school  house  was  built  last  fall  in 
High.'ipire,  Lower  Swatara;  one  in  West  Hanover;  one  in  Jticksou  and  one 
in  Jefferson.  The  school  house  in  Jefferson  is  an  additional  one,  in  a  valley  in 
which  heretofore  the  children  were  in  a  measure  debarred  the  privileges  that 
others  enjoyed.  In  Berrysburg  the  seminary  building  with  first  class  furni- 
ture was  used  last  winter  for  pilblic  school  purposes,  as  one  of  the  old  school 
houses  was  entirely  unfit  for  use.  No  mistaken  economy  should  induce  the 
directors  of  Mifflin  to  spend  money  in  repairing  such  a  shell.  Berrysburg 
should  have  a  public  school  building  for  both  schools  that  would  be  credita- 
ble to  the  town.  New  school  houses  are  needed  badly  in  other  districts,  to 
which  I  have  referred  in  former  reports.  In  Derry  three  good  brick  school 
houses  have  been  built  in  the  country,  yet  Hummelstown  is  still  without  a 
suitable  building.  Forty-five  school  houses  have  been  built  in  this  county 
since  the  law  of  1854  was  passed. 

Furniture. — As  to  furniture,  apparatus,  graded  schools,  district  se^reta- 
des,  moral  instruction  and  public  sentiment,  I  would  respectful'y  refer  you 
to  the  statistical  table  forwarded  last  year.  There  has  not  been  much  change 
in  these  particulars,  other  than  a  gradual  improvement 

Teachers. — During  the  public  examinations  held  last  fall  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  provisional  certificates  were  granted,  twenty-six  afterwards,  by 
request  of  directors,  making  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  The  invasion 
of  the  State  during  the  month  in  which  the  examinations  were  held,  neces- 
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sarily  withdrew  many  who  would  otherwise  have  been  applicants.  A  num- 
ber of  certificates  were  renewed  for  teachers  that  had  hastened  to  the  defence 
of  the  State.  There  were  present  at  the  examinations  ninety-nine  directors 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  citizens. 

In  consideration  of  proficiency  and  success  in  teaching,  county  certificates 
were  granted  to  Frederick  U.  Worley,  David  Shope,  John  H.  Kramer,  Henry 
G.  Sheesley,  John  W.  Landis  and  Henry  TJmholtz.  Several  good  teachers 
were  retained  in  the  county  by  the  order  exempting  those  who  were  drafted. 

Although  it  was  expected  it  would  be  difficult  to  fill  the  schools  with  com- 
petent teachers,  yet  the  directors  succeeded  in  employing  those  who,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  gave  general  satisfaction. 

Visitations. — I  commenced  the  visitation  of  schools  immediately  after  the 
public  examinations,  visiting  when  possible  three  schools  daily,  in  order  to 
pass  over  the  whole  county.  See  monthly  reports  for  number  of  miles  tra- 
veled, districts  visited  and  time  spent  in  the  schools.  I  found  on  examina- 
tion of  teachers'  reports  in  many  districts  a  great  want  of  compliance  with 
the  law  on  the  part  of  directors,  so  far  as  the  regular  visitation  of  schools 
is  concerned.  It  is  the  thing  particularly  of  which  teachers  complain. — 
Frequent  visits  from  directors  and  parents  would  not  only  encourage  the 
teacher,  but  induce  him  to  work  more  diligently,  so  that  pecuniarily  it  would 
be  an  advantage. 

District  Institutes. — The  law  in  reference  to  district  institutes  was  very 
generally  complied  with.  Upper  Paxton  and  Millersburg  united,  Lykens 
and  Gratz  did  the  same,  also  Middle  Paxton  and  Dauphin.  The  three  teach- 
ers of  Reed  were  permitted  to  connect  themselves  with  adjoining  districts. 
At  first  there  was  a  disposition  in  two  or  tljrec  districts  to  evade  the  law, 
owing  to  a  misconstruction  as  to  the  length  of  the  month ;  when,  however, 
it  was  fully  understood,  there  was  no  difficulty.  The  institutes  in  many  dis- 
tricts were  well  conducted,  the  teachers  manifesting  a  lively  interest  in  their 
success.  Greater  uniformity  throughout  the  county  is  needed  in  the  method 
of  proceeding,  so  as  to  render  them  as  interesting  and  profitable  as  possible. 
This  might  be  accomplished  to  a  considerable  extent  by  an  article  on  the 
subject  of  institutes  well  prepared  and  published  in  the  School  Journal. 

County  Institute. — No  county  institute  was  held  last  winter.  At  the  time 
fixed  for  holding  one  Harrisburg'was  full  of  strangers,  so  that  teachers  could 
not  have  been  accommodated.  Small-pox  prevailed  extensively,  and  the 
school  building  in  which  heretofore  the  meetings  were  held  was  used  for  a 
hospital,  The  institute  was  therefore  postponed.  I  trust  wo  may  be  per- 
mitted to  hold  a  profitable  one  the  coming  winter. 

Harrishurg. — The  directors  of  the  South  ward  have  purchased  a  lot  on. 
Fourth  street,  and  intend  erecting  a  substantial  brick  building  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  female  pupils  of  the  ward.     The  opening  of  several  more 
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schools  is  contemplated  in  the  North  ward,  on  account  of  the  rapid  increase 
of  population.  The  teachers  of  the  South  ward  devote  every  alternate  Sat- 
urday to  the  exercises  of  an  institute.  In  the  North  ward  the  meetings  are 
not  held  on  Saturdays,  but  one  evening  every  two  weeks.  The  board  of 
control  should  require  the  teachers  of  both  wards  to  meet  together.  Then 
there  would  be  in  Harrisburg  an  institute  that  could  be  rendered  exceed- 
ingly interesting  and  profitable.  The  war  has  operated  very  much  against 
the  schools  of  this  place  during  the  past  year.  For  several  months  after  the 
battle  of  Antietem  a  number  of  the  largest  school  buildings  were  used  for 
hospitals.  The  directors  were  compelled  to  seek  rooms  wherever  they  might 
be  found,  with  all  their  inconveniences ;  these  have  been  cheerfully  borne. 
Pupils  and  citizens  have  freely  and  patriotically  ministered  to  the  wants  of 
the  wounded  and  sick  soldiers  in  our  midst. 

I  shall,  as  heretofore,  endeavor  to  perform  my  duty  faithfully  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  hoping,  as  in  the  past,  to  receive  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  citizens. 
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I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  present  my  eighth  annual  report,  embracing 
the  operations  of  the  system  for  the  school  year  ending  June  1,  1863  : 

School  Houses. — But  one  new  building  has  been  erected  during  the  past 
year.  This  is  in  Thornbury  district,  and  is,  in  every  respect,  creditable  to 
the  enterprise  and  public  spirit  of  the  board  of  directors.  It  is  well  and 
substantially  built,  large  and  airy,  supplied  with  furniture  of  the  best  pat- 
tern, and  has  ample  means  for  ventilation.  There  are  several  houses  still 
used  which  are  totally  unfit  to  be  the  training-places  of  youth :  In  Aston  1, 
in  Birmingham  1,  in  Concord  1,  in  Upper  Chichester  2,  in  Lower  Chichester 
1,  in  Edgmont  2,  in  Middletown  2,  in  Newtown  2,  in  Upper  Providence  2, 
in  Ridley  1,  in  Thornbury  2. 

Furniture. — One  house  in  Middletown  district  has  been  supplied  with  new 
furniture  during  the  year. 

Gr-aded  Schools. — The  directors  of  Upper  Providence  have  rented  the 
■building  owned  by  the  "Delaware  County  Institute  of  Science,"  and  have 
opened  therein  a  graded  school.  It  has  not  as  yet  been  long  enough  in  opera- 
tion to  judge  of  its  success,  but  it  is  certainly  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 

Teachers. — The  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  at  any  one  time  is 
•one  hundred,  including  assistants.  Of  these,  all  except  eight  have  given 
reasonable  satisfaction,  and  these  eight  all  hold  provisional  certificates.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  mention  the  names  of  all  the  teachers  of  the  county 
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whose  success  has  been  distinguished,  without,  at  least,  appearing  invidious.. 
The  list  would  necessarily  include  a  very  large  majority  of  those  who  hold? 
professional,  as  well  as  many  of  those  who  have  provisional  certificates.  The- 
number  of  female  teachers  has  increased  to  fully  one  half  of  the  whole  num- 
ber. As  a  class  they  are  more  successful  in  the  school  room  than  their  co- 
laborers  of  the  opposite  sex. 

School  Visitation. — Pro.traeted  sickness  during  the  early  part  of  winter 
prevented  me  from  meeting  several  of  my  usual  engagements  to  visit  the 
schools.  The  schools  have  been  visited  twice  each  during  the  year,  ten  ex- 
cepted ;  twenty  have  been  visited  three  times.  The  average  length  of  visits- 
has  been  2^  hours.  The  visits  of  directors,  parents  and  others  have  not  been 
as  frequent  during  the  past  year  as  on  former  occasions.  This  may  be  at- 
tributed chiefly  to  the  existence  of  the  rebellion,  the  public  mind  being  too 
much  occupied  with  the  stern  realities  and  dire  necessities  of  war  to  give 
due  attention  to  the  cause  of  education. 

District  Secretaries. — But  two  secretaries  act  as  district  superintendents, 
viz :  in  Bethel  and  Radnor.  The  regular  visitations  of  these  officers  has  had 
a  most  beneficial  effect  upon  the  schools,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  increasing 
interest  which  has  been  awakened  and  maintained  in  them. 

District  Institutes. — Seven  district  institutes  have  been  organized  in  con- 
formity with  the  recent  law.  Wherever  an  institute  has  been  formed  its 
meetings  have  been  heM  regularly,  but  the  attendance  of  teachers  has  hot, 
as  a  general  thing,  been  constant.  The  average  attendance,  so  far  as  as- 
certained, has  not  exceeded  one-third  of  the  whole  number  of  teachers  em- 
ployed in  the  county.  This  condition  of  things  cannot  be  materially  improved 
until  school  director's  compel  attendance,  by  ordering  a  corresponding  de- 
duction from  the  month's  salary  in  case  of  unexcuse'd  absences.  The  most 
successful  institute  in  the  county  is  the  one  organized  in  Chester  borough. 
Through  the  energy  of  its  leading  members  a  library  of  reference  has  been, 
secured.  The  exercises,  though  not  as  practical  as  is  d«sirable,  are  always 
engaged  in  with  spirit.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  successful  execution- 
of  the  law  here  seem  to  be:  First,  the  size  of  our  school  districts,  averaging 
only  four  teachers  in  each;  and  second,  the  difficulty  of  securing  the  attend- 
ance of  lady  teachers  when  the  institute  is  held  at  a  distance. 

Moral  Instruction. — This  important  department  of  the  teacher's  dutydoes- 
not  receive  due  attention.  The  effort  is  generally  confined  to  the  m€-re  sup- 
pression of  outward  acts  of  immorality.  The  Scriptures  are  regularly  read 
in  seventy  schools  ;  they  are  not  read  in  the  remaining  sixteen.  In  ten 
schools  other  modes  of  moral  instruction  are  resorted  to^  and  when,  skillfully 
applied  they  have  been  productive  of  the  best  results. 

Public  Sentiment. — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  common  school  systent 
has  a  strong  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  people  of  this  county.     It  is  everj 
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where  recognized  as  an  institution  fraught  with  immense  benefits  to  the  rising 
generations  of  our  land.     There  are  those  who  still-oppose  the  principle  upon 
which  the  system  is  based;  but  they  are  comparatively  few,  and  the  oppo 
sition  offered  meets  with  but  little  favor.     The  system  needs  a  thorough 
execution  only  to  receive  general  commendation. 

General  Remarks. — Having  thus  far  followed  the  instructions  of  the  De- 
partment in  reference  to  the  topics  proper  to  be  embraced  in  this  report,  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  allude,  in  very  brief  terms,  to  the  present  as  com- 
pared with  the  past,  in  an  educational  point  of  view.  An  experience  of 
nearly  eight  years  as  an  officer  of  the  system  has  certainly  not  been  barren 
of  the  advantages  which  enable  one  to  judge  of  its  merits  and  of  its  defects. 
Since  the  establishment  of  the  county  superintcndency,  public  attention  has 
been  more  particularly  called  to  the  pressing  necessity  of  reforms,  as  well 
in  the  means  and  appliances  for,  as  in  the  modes  of  giving  instruction  An 
attempt  has  been  made,  and  not  without  success,  to  secure  a  more  complete 
and  thorough  execution  of  the  system,  both  in  its  letter  and  spirit.  The 
results  have  been :  1.  A  marked  improvement  in  school  houses  and  school 
furniture.  2.  A  uniformity  of  text-books  in  nearly  every  school  of  the  county. 
3.  The  establishment  of  graded  schools  in  six  districts,  with  those  partially- 
graded  in  several  others.  4.  The  increased  salaries  paid  to  teachers;  there 
being  an  advance,  in  many  cases,  of  30  per  cent.  5.  The  greatly  advanced 
standard  of  "qualification  "  among  teachers.  6.  The  partial  introduction  of 
improved  methods  of  teaching.  The  system  still  needs  a  higher  standard. 
The  salaries  of  working,  industrious,  well-qualified  teachers,  should  be  still 
further  increased.  School  directors  would  do  well  to  seek  out  the  students 
of  normal  schools,  those  who  have  made  teaching  a  study,  and  who  possess 
not  only  knowledge,  but  skill  in  imparting  it.  More  attention  should  be 
given  to  primary  instruction;  oral  teaching  here  should  be  insisted  upon; 
our  school  rooms  should  be  supplied  with  apparatus  for  object  teaching  in 
this  department  of  labor. 

In  closing  my  third  term  of  office  I  desire  to  acknowledge,  gratefully,  the 
<;ordial  co-operation  of  directors,  teachers  and  the  friends  of  education  gen- 
erally. My  labors  have  been  materially  lightened  and  made  pleasant  thereby. 
I  have  been  uniformly  met  with  kindness  and  treated  with  courtesy.  The 
suggestions  I  have  made  have  generally  been  well  received,  and  have  been 
adopted  with  reasonable  promptitude.  For  these  reasons,  were  there -no^ 
higher  motives,  I  shall  ever  recur  to  my  labors  in  this  capacity  with  great 
pleasure.  My  interests  will  ever  seem  closely  identified  with  this  noble  cause. 
May  a  kind  Providence  smile  upon  the  work  which  is  now  assigned  to  other 
hands.  May  the  friends  of  education  multiply  and  be  steadfast  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  Heaven-appointed  task  of  training  the  young  for  the  life  that 
aow  is,  and  for  that  which  is  to  come. 
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ELK  COUNTY.— RuFus  Lucore. 

Neip  School  Houses. — Number  of  school  houses  built  during  the  year  3,, 
viz  :     Fox  1,  Benezett  1,  Spring  Creek  1. 

Furniture. — The  new  houses  were  supplied  with  suitable  furniture  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Apparatus. — Black-boanls  are  in  all  the  houses,  and  eight  are  supplied 
with  maps  of  the  United  States. 

Graded  Schools. — There  are  no  graded  schools  in  the  county.  One  i? 
much  needed  in  Ridgway,  and  I  believe  the  directors  of  that  district  design 
establishing  such  a  school  the  present  year. 

Visitations. — I  visited  nearly  all  the  schools  in  the  county  once,  many  of 
them  twice,  and  a  few  three  times  during  the  year.  The  exceptions  were 
occasioned  by  a  failure  on  the  part  of  directors  to  notify  me  of  the  opening 
and  duration  of  sessions.  In  a  few  instances  I  have  been  accompanied  by 
directors  or  citizens,  but  generally  have  been  compelled  to  make  my  visit? 
alone. 

District  Institutet>. — "We  attempted  to  establish  institutes  in  nearly  every 
district  in  the  county,  but  Fox  is  the  only  one  in  which  it  was  not  a  failure. 
Our  schools  are  too  widely  separated  to  admit  of  stated  meetings  of  teachers. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  w'ere  read  in  about  thirty-five  of  the 
schools.     Six  or  seven  gave  moral  instruction  by  means  of  text-books. 

Examinations. — The  method  of  conducting  examinations  has  not  been 
changed  since  my  last  report,  in  which  I  staled  that  it  was  purely  oral. 

Female  Teachers. — The  proportion  of  female  teachers  is  greater  than  any 
previous  year.  The  number  who  gave  satisfaction  compares  favorably  with 
that  of  the  males. 

Average  Qualifications  of  the  Teachers. — The  average  qualifications  of 
teachers  is  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

Summer  Schools. — Eight  districts  have  summer  and  v.riuter  schools. 

Boarding  Bound. — This  practice  prevails  in  but  one  district. 

New  Measures. — I  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  teachers  the  impor- 
tance of  reading  educational  works,  and  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
"  theory  of  teaching. " 

Troubles  of  the  Country. — The  troubles  of  the  country  have  not  affected 
the  schools  in  regard  to  the  length  of  the  term  or  the  amount  of  teachers-' 
wages. 

District  Secretaries. — I  have  received  reports  but  from  three  districts, 
viz  :  Benzinger,  St.  Mary's  and  Jay ;  consequently  I  am  unable,  in  every 
case,  to  give  the  amount  paid  to  secretaries.  In  no  districts  have  secreta^ 
lies  acted  as  district  superintendents. 
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Conclusion, — la  comparing  the  present  with  the  past,  we  find  much  to 
encourage.  But  though  much  has  been  done,  by  teachers  and  directors,  to 
advance  the  cause  of  education  in  the  county,  enough  yet  remains  to  tax 
our  highest  energies.  We  have  many  things  to  retard  our  progress. 
Teachers  lack  facilities  for  improvement,  there  being  no  school  of  a  high 
grade  in  the  county. 


ERIE  COUNTY.— L.  W.  Savage. 

School  Houses. — There  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  the  houses 
built  during  the  last  year,  as  there  has  been  for  several  years  past.  Nearly 
every  town  has  erected  one,  and  several  two  new  ones.  The  whole  num- 
ber built  during  the  year  is  eighteen.  Harbor  Creek  has  built  two  spacious 
and  substantial  brick  buildings,  at  a  cost  of  some  $800  each.  In  style, 
location  and  architecture,  they  leave  nothing  to  be  desired.  North-East 
township  is  also  erecting  very  convenient  and  substantial  houses.  Union 
township  has  built  one  fine  house  during  the  year.  Union  A'  illage  has  also 
completed  a  very  fine  edifice  for  a  graded  school,  at  a  cost  of  some  $1,500. 

Furniture. — All  of  the  houses  built  during  the  year  are  fitted  with  con- 
venient, and  some  of  them  with  elegant  furniture.  The  house  at  Union  Vil- 
lage is  seated  after  the  style  of  the  ward  schools  of  Erie  city.  The  other 
houses  are  seated  and  furnished  according  to  plans  found  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania School  Architecture,  and  are  every  way  creditable  to  the  public  spirit 
of  the  directors.  The  only  houses  containing  inconvenient  and  unjurious 
furniture,  are  old  and  dilapidated  buildings,  whose  places  are  to  be  sup- 
plied by  new  ones  as  fast  as  they  can  be  reached  in  the  regular  progress  of 
improvement. 

Ajjparatus. — A  reasonable  amount  of  black-board  surface  is  found  in 
nearly  every  house,  but  beyond  this  little  is  attempted. 

The  School. — But  little  has  been  done  in  grading,  or  classifying  the 
schools  beyond  the  general  classification  which  obtains  in  all  the  schools. — 
The  six  elementary  branches  required  by  law  are  taught  in  all  the  schools, 
and  in  several  of  them  the  higher  mathematics  and  sciences,  including  algebra, 
geometry,  philosophy,  &c.  The  difficulty  of  grading  the  rural  districts,  with 
their  sparse  population,  has  hitherto  been  found  insurmountable.  Only  the 
more  thickly  settled  towns  and  villages  seem  capable  of  being  successfully 
graded,  and  there  are  no  new  cases  of  this  kind  to  report. 

Teachers. — The  number  of  teachers  in  the  county  during  the  year  who 
gave  reasonable  satisfaction  is  believed  to  be  quite  as  great  as  in  any  former 
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▼ear.  Notwithstanding:  a  large  number  have  been  drawn,  by  the  call  of  the 
country,  from  this  fieldof  labor  to  an  equally  glorious  and  much  more  hazardous 
one,  yet  their  places  have  been  reasonably  well  supplied  from  the  army  of 
recruits  who  are  pressing  upon  their  rear,  and  seeking  admittance  to  the 
ranks  These  have  been  drawn  largely  from  the  ladies  of  the  county.  There 
has  been  consequently  a  large  increase  in  the  ratio  of  female  to  male  teachers 
over  any  previous  year.  The  gentler  sex  seem  eminently  fitted  by  nature 
to  impart  instruction  to  the  young,  and  to  take  the  charge  of  our  summer 
schools.  Public  sentiment  is  more  divided  in  relation  to  their  adaptediiess 
to  manage  our  winter  schools,  especially %vrhere  the  practice  of  "boarding 
round  "  prevails. 

Visitation. — There  are  in  Erie  county  289  school^.  These  schools,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  report,  were  in  session  on  an  average  6.49  months  during 
the  year.  The  visitation,  of  course,  must  be  done  while  the  schools  are  in 
operation  ;  and  if  a  reasonable  amount  of  time  be  given  each  term  to  organize, 
before  visitation  commences,  it  will  leave  something  less  than  six  months 
in  which  the  work  must  be  accomplished.  A  very  simple  arithmetical  cal- 
culation will  show  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  visit  some  three  schools  per 
day,  on  an  average,  to  reach  all  the  schools  in  the  county  even  once  during 
the  year.  It  is  believed  that  the  labor  involved  in  this  part  of  the  superin- 
tendent's work  i.s  not  fully  appreciated  by  the  friends  of  the  schools,  either 
in  its  magnitude,  or  importance,  while  there  is  no  feature  of  the  system  at 
which  the  cavil  and  calumny  of  its  enemies  is  more  persistently  and  successfully 
leveled.  The  whole  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  was  251.  These 
visits  were  uniformly  closed  with  such  practical  hints  as  the  exercises  wit- 
nessed seemed  to  suggest.  Judging  from  the  uniform  testimony  of  teachers, 
it  is  hoped  their  labors  have  not  been  thrown  away.  The  average  length 
of  visits  was  1|  hours.  To  the  uniuitiated  this  may  seem  too  short  a  time 
to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  the  condition  of  the  school  and  the  methods 
of  the  teacher,  and  doubtless  more  time  would  be  desirable,  if  it  were  at  the 
superintendent's  command.  Those  who  are  accustomed  to  school  visitation, 
however,  knoAv  that  a  short  period  is  sufficient  to  reveal  to  the  practiced  eye 
the  interior  working  of  the  whole  machinery  of  the  school.  Each  recitation 
may  be  regarded  as  a  specimen  of  the  methods  of  the  teacher  ;  and  surely 
1;^  hours  is  sulBcient  to  make  the  necessary  investigations  on  the  sul)ject  of 
classification  and  government,  and  to  collect  the  statistical  information  re- 
quired by  the  Department. 

District  Secretaries. — There  are  but  one  or  two  districts  in  which  the 
.secretary  acts  as  district  superintendent.  Formerly  the  number  was  much 
greater  than  at  present.  Owing  to  the  expense  involved  in  employing  the 
secretary  to  visit  the  schools,  the  practice  has  been  discontinued,  and  with  it, 
to  a  large  extent,  the  practice  of  district  visitation. 
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District  Institutes. — District  institutes  were  inaugurated  in  a  majority  of 
the  districts  last  summer,  and  have  been  fully  sustained  in  nearly  every  one 
the  past  winter,  with  varying  but  encouraging  success.  The  great  want 
felt  is  that  of  an  efficient  head  or  leader  who  can  give  unity  and  direction 
to  the  exercises,  and  bring  out  the  varying  talent  of  the  class.  This  defi- 
ciency is  partially,  and  but  partially,  supplied  by  the  county  superintendent. 
As  there  are  thirty-three  districts  in  Erie  county,  and  as  there  can  be  but 
8ix  institutes  in  each  district,  whose  term  is  three  months,  it  is  a  physical 
impossibility  for  him  to  be  present  at  even  one  institute  in  each  district  once 
during  each  term,  much  less  at  each  session.  This  deficiency  will  be  gradu- 
ally supplied  by  the  working  of  the  system  itself;  and  there  is  no  feature  of 
<fhe  school  law  to  which  its  friends  look  with  more  confidence  and  hope. 

Moral  Instruction. — On  this  subject  there  is  nothing  new,  or  materially 
differing  from  former  years  to  report.  The  instruction  given  is  generally 
rather  negative  than  positive,  consisting  in  the  prohibition  of  the  more  fla- 
grant vices,  rather  than  in  the  inculcation  of  the  moral  virtues.  A  limited 
number  of  schools  are  opened  by  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  and  other  de- 
votional exercises.  The  rapid  decline  in  public  virtue,  especially  the  virtues 
of  integrity  and  fidelity  to  public  trusts,  renders  its  a  serious  question  whether 
more  attention  should  not  be  given  to  this  department  of  popular  education. 

rublic  Sentiment. — The  "prevailing  sentiment"  of  Erie  county  is  deci- 
dedly favorable  to  our  system  of  common  schools.  There  are  some  features 
of  it  that  still  meet  with  opposition,  but  that  opposition  is  waning.  Still 
there  are  a  few  persons,  and  some  of  them  occupy  positions  of  influence,  who 
are  hostile  to  any  system  of  public  instruction  at  the  public  expense.  The 
leading  sentiment,  however,  admits  the  correctness  of  the  doctrine  that  in  a 
republican  government,  where  the  stability  of  institutions  depends  on  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people,  the  State  owes  it  to  herself  to  see  to 
it  that  all  her  children  have,  at  least,  a  modicum  of  intelligence,  sufficient  to 
qualify  theux  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  freemen.  The  ultimate  suc- 
cess of  the  system  is  beyond  a  peradventure,  if  its  friends  keep  up  with  public 
sentiment  in  the  march  of  improvement. 

Remarks. — In  closing  this  report,  and  with  it  my  official  connection  with 
the  schools,  I  desire  to  record  my  conviction,  a  conviction  which  has  been 
expressed  in  my  former  reports,  and  which  has  strengthened  with  each  year's 
experience,  that  the  only  way  of  elevating  the  schools  is  by  elevating  the 
standard  of  qualification  of  teachers.  Accordingly  it  is  believed  the  time 
has  fully  come  when  a  more  rigid  inspection  should  be  insisted  on,  and  more 
thorough  professional  knowledge  be  held  as  apre-requisite  to  a  certificate  to 
teach  in  the  common  schools.  Hence,  also,  all  those  institutions  which  give, 
normal  instruction,  should  receive  the  encouragement  and  fostering  care  of 
all  who  are  interested  in  the  progress  of  popular  education.     In  this  view, 
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it  is  believed,  the  amendmenls  to  the  county  superintendency,  proposed  by 
the  State  Superintendent  to  the  last  Legislature,  is  not  without  its  impor- 
tance. Like  all  great  reforms,  the  perfection  of  the  system  must  be  the 
work  of  time  and  experience  ;  and  when  the  obstacles  which  now  impede  its 
progress  shall  have  been  surmounted  and  our  beautiful  theory  shall  have  beeii 
reduced  to  equally  beautiful  and  harmonious  practice,  it  should  satisfy  a 
reasonable  ambition  to  have  contributed,  in  however  humble  a  degree,  to  so 
glorious  a  consummation. 
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Number  of  school  houses  erected  during  the  year,  seven. 

School  houses  insufficient  or  uncomfortable. — Albany  in  Jefferson  district, 
West  Bend  in  Luzerne,  Narrows  in  Connellsville  township.  Ache  in  Nichol- 
son, Monroe  in  North  Union,  Cunningham  and  Bute  in  Franklin,  Woodward 
in  Dunbar,  Toban  and  Skinner's  Knob  in  Springhill,  Workman's  and  Laurel 
Hill  in  Wharton,  Cone,  Darl  and  Church  Hill  in  German,  Kesslar  and  Union 
in  Salt  Lick,  Conway  and  Carl  in  Henry  Clay.  I  will  notice  as  prevailing 
or  general  defects  in  these  houses,  that  they  are  too  small,  too  dark,  too  low 
in  ceiling  and  in  bad  repair.  Some  of  them  are  in  bad  (not  unhealthy)  lo- 
cations. In  some  districts  ground  that  can  be  appropriated  to  no  other 
purpose  is  selected  as  a  site  for  a  school  house. 

Furniture. — No  change  during  the  year  except  in  the  seven  new  build- 
ings. They  are  supplied  with  plain  good  furniture.  Each  desk  accommodates 
two  pupils,  and  so  arranged  as  to  face  the  teacher's  desk.  The  seats  are  all 
supplied  with  backs.  Eighty-four  houses  are  still  without  convenient  and 
good  furniture. 

Apparatus. — None  added  during  the  year.  Except  in  the  29  graded  schools 
we  have  no  apparatus  but  Osgood's  cards,  black-boards  and  a  few  numerical 
frames  and  small  globes.  In  addition  to  these  our  graded  schools  have  out- 
line maps,  anatomical  charts  and  celestial  maps.  The  introduction  of  appa- 
ratus into  our  common  schools  always  exercises  a  most  beneficial  influence. 

The  Schools. — None  graded  since  my  last  report.  We  have  no  unclassi- 
fied schools,  but  there  are  37  very  imperfectly  classified.  We  grade  our 
schools  wherever  practicable,  and  always  find  great  advantages  resulting. 

Teachers. — I  can  only  approximate  the  truth  in  ray  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions under  this  head.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  teachers  gave  reasonable 
satisfaction,  36  with  professional  certificates  and  139  with  provisional.  This 
season  we  employed  34  female  teachers,  last  year  only  23,  showing  an  in- 
crease o£  47^^  per  cent.     They  were  generally  successful  in  the  school  room. 
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Visitation. — I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  but  10,  and  6  of  these 
were  not  in  operation  when  I  passed  through.  I  visited  26  schools  twice. 
The  average  length  of  each  visit  about  one  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes. — 
In  Gorman,  Redstone,  Dunbar,  Salt  Lick,  Stewart  and  a  few  others,  were 
visited  regularly  by  directors,  and  sometimes  by  parents.  These  visits 
afforded  encouragement  to  the  teachers  and  animation  to  the  pupils. 

District  Secretaries. — In  12  districts  the  secretary  visits  the  schools 
monthly,  sometimes  addressing  the  pupils,  or  hearing  a  class,  or  asking 
questions.  This  plan  has  exercised  a  very  beneficial  influence  in  Fayette 
City,  Connellsville,' (township,)  Dunbar,  German  and  a  few  other  districts. 

District  Institutes. — Twenty-one  regular  semi-monthly  institutes  were 
held.  One  hundred  and  eighty  teachers  attended  these  institutes.  Connells- 
ville township  and  borough,  Dunbar,  North  Union,  Uniontown,  Stewart, 
George  and  German  were  prominent  among  the  most  successful.  Exercises 
consisted  of  essays,  discussions,  class  drills,  &c. 

Moral  Instruction. — Bible  is  read  (in  opening  school  in  the  morning)  in 
69  schools;  not  read  in  126  schools.  Moral  instruction  is  imparted  in  70 
schools  by  familiar  conversation,  in  showing  the  difference  between  right 
and  wrong,  truth  and  falsehood,  virtue  and  vice.  The  influence  of  reading 
judicious  selections  from  the  Scriptures  in  a  proper  manner,  is  to  produce 
gravity  and  decorum  among  the  pupils. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  prevailing  sentiment  of  our  county  is  decidedly 
favorable  to  our  common  school  system,  and  to  its  perpetuation.  The  use 
of  the  word  "prevailing,"  in  this  connection,  evidently  implies  that  our  sys- 
tem of  popular  education  has  its  enemies.  This  is  even  so.  It  requires 
intelligence  to  appreciate  the  value  of  education,  especially  that  expansive 
system  of  education  which  reaches  every  child,  poor  as  well  as  rich.  Hence 
when  we  apply  the  intellectual  gauge,  we  discover  the  reason  why  some 
persons  oppose  a  general  education  of  the  masses. 

Pv.hlic  Examinations. — During  the  year  I  had  39.  Issued  12  professional 
and  157  provisional  certificates,  and  renewed  about  22.  A  considerable 
number  of  new  teachers  were  examined  and  employed  as  substitutes  for  those 
who  have  gone  to  war.  For  this  reason  there  is  no  aggregate  improvement 
in  the  profession.  About  one-sixth  (36)  of  our  teachers  hold  professional 
certificates. 

Suggestions. — As  improvements  to  our  common  school  system  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  the  abolition  of  all  the  independent  districts  and  a  com- 
mon or  general  school  fund,  created  by  a  uaiform  assessment  of  the  tax. 

General  and  Concluding  Bemarks. — Nine  years  I  have  filled  the  arduous 
and  responsible  position  of  county  superintendent  of  common  schools.  I  am 
fully  conscious  that  many  of  my  duties  have  been  imperfectly  performed, 
that  I  have  committed  many  errors;  but  these  errors  not  being  intentional, 
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I  may,  with; confidence  and  propriety,  ask  those  who  have  been  injured  by 
them,  to  forgive.  To  the  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  of  this  county,  I 
am  under'the  strongest  obligations.  I  have  been  everywhere  received  with 
kindness  and  entertained  with  th«!  utmost  hospitality.  I  am  conscious  that 
I  never  can  reciprocate  the  favors  I  have  received,  either  from  the  Depart- 
ment or  from  the  citizens  of  this  county.  I  can  only  retain  them  in  grateful 
remembrance,  and  assure  them  that  my  heart  feels  more  than  my  pen  or 
tongue  can  express. 


FOREST  COUNTY.— George  W.  Rosii. 

School  Houses. — There  was  only  one  school  house  built  during  the  year. 
In  liaruett  district  there  are  two  good  first  class  frame  houses,  neatly  painted, 
with  window  blinds,  well  arranged  and  well  ventilated;  also  two  good  block 
houses  well  arranged  and  comfortable ;  none  in  unhealthy  locations.  In 
Jenks  there  is  one  good  frame  house  and  three  good  block  houses,  well 
arranged  and  comfortable.  In  Millstone  there  are  two  good  frame  houses, 
very  comfortable.  In  Tionesta  there  is  no  school  house,  but  the  school  was 
provided  with  a  very  nice  private  room. 

There  is  no  furniture  in  any  of  the  houses  except  seats  and  desks. 

All  the  houses  are  furnished  with  black-boards  and  two  with  outline  maps, 
globes  and  primary  charts. 

Tiere  are  no  graded  schools  iu  the  county.  There  were  fourteen  schools 
open  during  the  year — 7  in  Barnett;  2  in  Millstone;  1  in  Tionesta  and  4  in 
Jenks. 

Our  teachers  all  gave  good  satisfaction,  with  two  exceptions.  No  profee* 
sional  certificates  were  granted  in  the  county  until  April,  1863,  and  only  three 
since  that  time. 

There  were  no  institutes  held  in  the  county,  owing  to  the  schools  being  so 
scattered,  and  taught,  with  three  exceptions,  by  females.  It  was  impo.ssiblc 
for  them  to  travel  from  six  to  twelve  miles  to  attend  them.  Yet  there  is  to 
be  a  di.strict  institute  in  Barnett  his  summer,  and  will  be  attended  by  several 
teachers. 

The  Scriptures  were  regularly  read  in  all  the  schools  and  some  of  them 
opened  with  prayer. 

The  prevailing  sentiment  in  the  county  in  relation  to  the  system  of  public 
schools  is  good. 
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School  Houses. — Five  new  school  houses  have  been  built,  four  to  supply 
the  places  oC  old  ones,  and  one  to  establish  a  new  school,  viz  :  One  in  Green 
Castle,  two  in  Guilford,  one  in  Montgomery  and  one  in  Washington.  They 
are  all  good,  substantial  brick  houses,  except  the  one  in  Montgumery,  which 
is  stone,  and  is  the  best  house  in  the  district.  The  one  in  Green  Castle  is  a 
fine  two  story  building,  calculated  for  two  schools.  The  seats,  vestibules, 
&c.,  are  well  arranged,  and  it  is  just  such  a  building*  as  Green  Castle  has 
long  needed.  Besides  the  above,  the  directors  of  Mercersburg  purchased 
one  of  the  literary  halls  formerly  belonging  to  Marshall  college,  and  have 
converted  it  into  a  school  house.  It  is  a-fine,  large  two-story  brick  building, 
calculated  for  four  schools,  and  when  properly  finished,  will  be  one  of  the 
best  school  buildings  in  the  county,  outside  of  the  borough  of  Chambersburg< 
There  are  204  schools  houses  in  this  county.  Of  that  number,  140  are  good, 
most  uf  them  very  good;  52  are  medium,  and  12  are  entirely  insufficient. 

School  Furniture. — In  this  respect  there  has  been  but  little  improvement. 
One  house,  besides  the  new  ones,  has  been  tolerably  well  furnished.  Some 
repairing  has  been  done  but  nothing  worth  noting.  Thirteen  are  badly  fur- 
nished. 

Apparatus. — No  change  since  last  year,  except  about  130  schools  have 
been  furnished  with  outline  maps,  and  a  few  with  good  black-boards, 
About  155  of  our  schools  are  now  furnished  with  outline  maps,  and  about 
the  same  number  have  good  black-boards.  The  remainder  have  no  outline 
maps,  and  but  inferior  black-boards. 

Schools. — No  schools  were  graded  during  the  past  year.  The  number  of 
graded  schools  is  the  same  as  last  reported,  32.  The  ungraded  schools 
were  all  about  as  well  classified  as  circumstances  would  permit,  except  9. 
These  were  badly  classified. 

Teachers. — 133  of  our  teachers  rendered  .very  general  satisfaction,  S3 
medium,  and  9  would  have  been  better  engaged  at  something  else.  Better 
could  not  be  had,  and  the  directors  and  citizens  wanted  the  schools  opened, v 
and  thought  better  to  have  a  poor  workman  than  none  at  all.  Last  year 
we  had  32  female  teachers  employed,  this  year  49.  Some  of  them  were 
very  successful. 

Examinations — Examined  232  applicants.  Of  that  number  ono.  received 
the  c<iUHty  certificate,  211  the  provisional,  and  20  were  rejected.  Ib3  were 
examined  at  the  regular  public  examinations,  and  49  privately,  at  the  re- 
quest of  directors.  The  average  qualifications  of  teachers  falls  a  fraction 
below  that  of  last  year.  Some  of  our  best  teachers  had  responrlr-d  to  the 
call  of  their  country,  and  it  was  found  that  a  supply  of  well  qualified  teach-* 
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ors  could  not  be  had.  Hence  we  were  compelled  to  issue  certificates  of  a 
little  lower  grade  than  the  preceding  year. 

ViHitoMons. — As  I  did  not  get  a  supply  of  teachers  at  the  public  examina- 
tions, and  some  of  those  who  were  examined  and  had  engaged  schools  went 
into  the  army,  I  was  compelled  to  make  many  examinations  after  the  regu- 
lar time.  This  prevented  me  from  commencing  my  visitations  until  late, 
and  then  was  hindered  by  ill  health,  yet  all  the  schools  were  visited  once, 
except  eight,  and  these  were  not  open  at  the  time  I  was  in  the  district.  A 
few  were  visited  twice.  Average  length  of  each  visit,  one  hour  and  52 
minutes.  In  some  of  the  districts  the  schools  have  been  visited  regularly 
by  directors  and  citizens,  while  in  others  it  has  been  greatly  neglected.  I 
find  that  where  visitations  are  regularly  attended  to,  teachers  and  scholars 
appear  to^take  more  interest  in  the  schools  than  where  it  is  neglected. 

District  Secretaries. — We  have  no  districts  in  this  county  in  which  the 
secretary  of  the  board  acted  as  district  superintendent. 

District  Institutes. — District  institutes  were  organized  in  all  the  districts 
in  the  county,  except  two,  and  the  teachers  of  these  united  with  those  of 
other  districts.  In  some,  these  meetings  were  quite  a  success,  and  of  great 
benefit  to  the  teachers,  and  had  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  minds  of  those 
who  attended  them,  convincing  them  that  our  teachers,  as  a  general  thing, 
were  alive  to  their  profession;  while  in  other  districts  they  were  unworthy 
of  the  name  of  teachers'  institutes.  Nearly  all  the  teachers  in  the  county 
were  members  of  the  different  institutes,  but  the  regularity  of  their  attend- 
ance I  am  unable  to  state. 

Our  cowUy  institute  met  twice,  once  at  Chambersburg  and  once  at  Mer- 
eersburg.  Each  meeting  continued  three  days.  They  were  both  tolerably 
well  attended,  and  were  spirited  and  interesting  meetings. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  read  regularly  and  used  for 
the  purpose  of  moral  instruction  in  192  schools;  in  30  they  were  not  read, 
but  moral  instruction  was  given  orally. 

Text-Books. — There  has  been  a  uniform  series  of  text-books  adopted  in 
all  the  districts  in  this  county,  but  in  some  they  have  not  been  fully  intro- 
<4uced.  In  ll^  schools  the  books  are  uniform,  and  in  108  they  are  not  quite, 
there  being  a  few' books  in  each  that  do  not  belong  to  the  adopted  series — 
generally  arithmetics. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  prevailing  public  sentiment  is  favorable.  More 
than  three-fourths  of  the  teachers  reported  so ;  yet  there  are  still  some  who 
are  opposed  to  certain  features  of  the  system.  They  say  that  the  law  gives 
the  directgrs  too  much  power  in  choosing  teachers.  There  is  still  another 
class,  but  by  no  means  a  large  one,  that  is  opposed  to  the  whole  system,  or 
anything  else  that  draws  the  dollar  from  the  pocket.  This  class  would  be 
Ivghly  pleased  with  the  system  were  they  not  taxed  to  support  it.     Public 
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sentiment  has  improved  greatly  within  the  past  six  years,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  it  is  still  improving,  because  of  the  rapid  improvement  of  the  pupils 
under  better  qualified  teachers,  and  their  willingness  to  pursue  studies  that 
they  could  hardly  be  compelled  to  a  few  years  ago.  This  is  particularly  the 
cas(!  where  teachers  have  adopted,  and  carried  out  energetically,  the  im- 
proved methods  of  teaching. 

Improvements. — The  improvements  made  within  the  last  six  years  have 
not  been  such  as  we  desired,  especially  in  the  length  of  the  school  term  and 
the  salaries  of  teachers;  but  this  is  greatly  owing  to  the  financial  crisis 
through  which  we  passed,  and  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  for  the  last 
two  and  a  half  years. 

Since  1857  about  50  new  school  houses  have  been  built  and  many  of  the 
old  ones  repaired.  At  that  time  we  had  195  schools,  now  we  have  222  and 
still  need  a  few  more.  The  number  of  scholars  admitted  into  the  schools  has 
increased  about  1,200,  and  the  average  attendance  nearly  1,000.  At  that  time 
there  were  but  few  scholars  studying  mental  arithmetic,  geography  and  En- 
glish grammar;  now  nearly  all  the  pupils  who  are  qualified  are  pursuing  these 
studies,  and  a  few  some  of  the  higher  branches.  The  teachers  have  made 
great  improvement,  and  the  methods  of  teaching  are  50  per  cent,  better  now 
than  they  were  then.  So  that  if  the  length  of  the  school  term  and  the  sala- 
ries of  teachers  have  not  been  increased,  as  we  desired  they  should  be,  we 
feel  glad  that  so  much  has  been  done. 

The  Bebellion. — The  rebellion  has  not  yet  affected  the  schools  very  much, 
(and  I  hope  it  will  be  crushed  before  it  does,)  except  in  calling  some  of  our 
best  teachers  into  the  army  and  depriving  us  of  their  services,  and  in  lessen- 
ing the  attendance  of  pupils.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  average  attend- 
ance has  fallen  off  over  500  since  last  year.  This  was  caused  by  the  threat- 
ened invasion  by  Lee's  army  just  about  the  time  the  schools  were  to  open, 
and  the  raid  by  Stuart  sometime  after  the  opening  of  the  schools.  Scholars 
were  afraid  to  go  to  school  after  the  raid,  as  it  was  rumored  almost  every 
day  for  more  than  a  month  that  the  rebels  were  coming  again. 

In  thus  closing  my  connection,  as  county  superintendent,  with  the  common 
schools  of  this  county,  I  cannot  do  so  without  returning  heartfelt  thanks  to 
directors,  teachers,  citizens  and  pupils  for  their  many  acts  of  kindness. 


FULTON  COUNTY.— W.  A.  Gray. 

New  School  Houses. — Four  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  one  in 
each  of  the  following  districts,  viz  :  Air,  Bethel,  Licking  C  •  ek  and  WcHs. 
Three  of  these  buildings  are  well  adapted  to  school  purposes,  the  fourth 
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lacks  a  proper  arrangement  of  seats  and  ventilation.  Space  for  recitation', 
with  properly  arranged  seats  for  the  accommodation  of  pupils  reciting,  and 
ample  means  of  ventilation,  are  indispensable  requisites  in  every  school  room. 

Furniture  and  Apjjaratus. — The  past  year  has  added  nothing  in  the  way 
of  furniture,  except  that  a  few  houses  have  been  supplied  with  new  and  im- 
proved seats.  Black-boards  have  been  the  only  additional  apparatus  sup- 
plied. 

Schools. — Sixty-two  schools  were  open  the  usual  time  during  the  year. 
One  district,  Taylor,  failed  to  open  by  default  of  the  directors.  The  effi- 
ciency of  the  schools  has  not  suffered  materially  by  the  introduction  of  ydung 
teachers,  supplying  the  places  of  those  who  have  entered  their  country's 
service. 

Graded. — But  one  graded  school  is  found  in  our  county,  M'Conuellsburg 
borough ;  it  consists  of  three  departments  and  works  very  well. 

Teachers. — Sixty  teachers  were  examined  publicly  and  twenty-nine  pri- 
vately; seventy  received  provisional  certificates  and  nineteen  were  refused. 
Fully  one-third  of  the  applicants  were  inexperienced,  and  their  qualifications 
fell  below  what  should  be  employed  in  the  school  room.  More  would  have 
been  rejected,  but  the  improbability  of  filling  the  schools  prevented.  A  high 
standard  of  qualification  for  teachers,  rigidly  adhered  to,  is  the  only  thing 
which  will  enable  us  to  realize  the  full  benefits  of  the  system. 

Visitation. — All  the  schools  were  visited  once,  except  four  not  open  when 
in  their  localities,  and  forty  the  second  time.  Illness  in  family  prevented 
further  visitation.     Average  duration  of  visit  two  hours. 

District  Superintendents  — None  of  the  districts,  as  far  as  I  have  heard, 
employed  a  superintendent.  This  is  to  be  regretted.  The  employment  of 
suitable  persons  in  this  office,  has  always  been  found  full  of  good  results  to 
teachers  and  schools. 

District  Institutes. — These  were  organized  in  nine  out  of  the  eleven  dis- 
tricts which  compose  our  county.  Brush  Creek,  the  tenth,  having  but  three 
teachers  the  board  deemed  it  advisable  to  unite  with  East  Providence  district, 
in  Bedford  county.  Some  of  these  institutes  were  well  conducted  and  pro- 
fitable to  the  teachers.  Others  lacked  that  spirit  that  should  pervade  an  in- 
stitute, and  failed  to  interest  and  benefit  the  teachers.  This  failure  was 
partly  attributable  to  the  want  of  teachers  competent  to  conduct  an  institute, 
and  partly  to  the  remissness  of  directors  in  not  exacting  the  requirements  of 
the  law.  Directors  should  not  only  require  teachers  to  hold  institutes,  but 
should  see  that  they  are  organized  and  regularly  attended,  and  some  of  their 
number  should  be  present  at  every  meeting  of  the  institute.  By  their  advice 
tkey  can  often  do  much  to  encourage  teachers,  maintain  order,  secure  punc- 
tual attendance  and  see  that  a  reasonable  degree  of  time  is  devoted  to  the 
business. 
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Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  read  in  fifty-four  schools,  and 
were  not  read  in  eight.  Six  schools  were  daily  opened  with  prayer,  eight 
with  singing  and  reading  of  Scriptures.  Many  of  our  teachers  are  too  young 
and  inexperienced  to  do  much  in  this  way.  They  would,  no  doubt,  reprove 
and  even  correct  scholars  for  immoral  practices  when  brought  to  their  notice, 
yet  at  the  same  time  they  lack  the  ability  to  give  that  counsel  which  would 
prevent  the  commission  of  wrong. 

Public  Sentiment. — While  a  majority  of  our  citizens  are  decidedly  in  favor 
of  the  system,  some  opponents  are  found,  whose  opposition  is  mainly  on  ac- 
count of  taxes,  or  a  general  contempt  for  anything  that  savors  of  intel- 
ligence. 

Beirospeciive. — Reviewing  the  last  three  years  we  find  much  to  encour- 
age the  friends  of  popular  education,  A  considerable  number  of  good  and 
substantial  houses  have  been  built,  maps  and  cards  have  been  introduced  in 
a  number  of  schools,  black-board  surface  has  been  considerably  increased, 
much  has  been  done  in  classifying  the  schools,  teachers  have  made  consid- 
erable improvement  in  the  art  and  theory  of  teaching.  Institutes  have  been 
organized  in  nearly  all  of  the  districts,  and  have  had  a  salutary  influence  in 
improving  the  minds  and  moulding  the  characters  of  teachers.  Grammar 
and  geography  were  not  found  in  more  than  one-third  of  the  schools ;  they 
are  now  taught  in  fifty-eight,  and  mental  arithmetic  was  found  in  but  one 
school,  now  in  fifty. 
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In  Gilmore,  Springhill  and  Marion  (borough)  the  public  schools  were  not 
in  operation  the  past  year,  the  former  two  districts  being  poor  and  in  debt, 
and  the  last  being  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a  new  house.  The  number  of 
districts  without  schools  was  two  less  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Houses  erected  the  past  year. — Cumberland  district  one,  (very  good;) 
Perry  one,  (good;)  Centre  one,  (good;)  Franklin  one,  (good;)  Whitelyone, 
(good;)  Morris  one,  (good,  not  yet  finished.)  The  elegant  and  substantial 
house  in  process  of  erection  in  Marion,  (Waynesburg,)  will  be  ready  for  use 
by  fall.  Some  of  the  citizens  of  Morris  deserve  commendation  for  raising 
about  one  hundred  dollars,  in  order  to  have  a  house  of  reasonable  size,  the 
amount  appropriated  by  the  board  being  insufficient.  The  houses  now  being 
erected  are  vastly  superior  to  the  older  ones. 

Summer  Schools. — Cumberland  district  only  had  regular  public  schools 
in  the  summer.     Some  other  districts  divided  the  fund  between  short  sum- 
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mer  and  winter  terms,  and  by  hiring  teachers  at  low  rates,  lengthened  the 
entire  term  somewhat  beyond  four  months.     I  cannot  recommend  this  course. 

Schools. — Whole  number  in  operation  153.  Generally  the  attendance  m 
the  schools  is  quite  irregular.  The  prevalence  of  that  terrible  scourge,  dip- 
theria,  will  in  part  account  for  it,  and  in  part  it  is  not  "unaccountable,"  but 
inexcusable.  Parents  allow  the  most  trifling  difficulties,  the  slightest  occa- 
sions of  offence,  to  deprive  their  children  of  the  advantages  of  schooling, 
and  too  often  make  such  small  matters  an  occasion  for  rendering  a  school 
useless  to  a  community.  In  this  manner  several  schools  were  broken  up 
during  the  past  winter. 

Visitation. — Of  the  entire  number  of  schools  in  operation  5  were  not  visited  ; 
the  remaining  148  were  all  visited  once,  and  about  12  were  visited  twice. 
My  rule  was  to  remain  l^  hours  in  each  school;  and,  where  it  seemed  neces- 
sary, to  remain  as  mjich  longer  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

District  Institutes. — All  the  districts  except  two  made  efforts  at  holding  in- 
stitutes, but  many  came  far  short  of  being  successful.  However,  it  is  believed 
that  a  beginning  has  been  made,  which,  with  special  attention  to  the  matter 
by  the  superintendent,  will  insure  success  by  next  term.  In  some  districts 
the  practice  was  for  one  teacher  to  keep  his  school  open  on  the  day  of  meet- 
kxg,  and  for  the  remaining  teachers  to  attend  and  witness  or  participate  m 
the  instruction  of  the  classes. 

Teachers. — The  war  has  taken  from  the  county  several  of  its  best  teachers, 
some  of  whom  have  discharged  the  debt  of  patriotism  with  their  lives ;  still 
the  schools  are  supplied,  and  there  is  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  general, 
or  aggregate,  qualifications.  It  is  feared,  however,  that  the  reduction  of 
wages,  which  was  very  considerable  in  some  districts,  will  exercise  an  in- 
jurious influence  in  this  direction.  Young  ladies,  and  young  gentlemen 
devoting  their  time  and  means  to  the  laudable  purpose  of  qualifying  them- 
selves for  the  responsible  and  honorable  position  of  teachers  in  our  public- 
schools,  see  little  prospect  of  a  compensation  adequate  to  their  labors  and 
Oftres.  Yet  the  true  teacher  will  remember,  that,  sacrifice  for  the  good  ©f 
others,  is  the  condition  of  moral  progress  in  a  world  like  this. 

Discipline. — Admitting  that  educaiors  differ  widely  in  relation  to  the 
correct  standard  of  order  in  a  common  school,  I  must  record  my  conviction 
that  one  of  the  radical  defects  of  our  schools  is  the  want  of  proper  order 
and  discipline.  The  fault  is  more  with  the  people  than  with  the  teachers. 
The  want  of  parental  restraint  and  correct  home  discipline  is  one  of  the 
prominent  sins  of  the  age,  andoue  which  not  only  maaifests  itself  in  the  schools, 
but  threatens  the  foundations  of  good  order  in  society,  and  the  existence  of 
government.  In  some  instances  parents  have  been  unvvilimg  that  their 
children  should  be  corrected  for  so  vulgar  and  wicked  a  practice  as  swearing, 
and  would  remove  them,  rather  than  suffer  their  correction.     One  of  the 
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greatest  and  most  disheartening  difficulties  our  teachers  have  to  contend 
with,  is  the  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  in  maintaining 
order  and  disc 

Graded  Schools. — The  only  graded  school  is  thatof  Carmichaels  borough. 

Barring-out  the  Teacher. — This  vulgar  and  unreasonable  practice  still 
prevails  in  several  districts,  and  was,  during  the  past  term,  the  occasion  of 
quarrels,  loss  of  time,  destruction  of  school  property,  and  disgraceful  con- 
duct.   Directors  should  certainly  take  vigorous  measures  for  its  discontinuance. 

Prospects  of  the  Educational  Interests  of  the  Guunty. — The  common  school 
system  is  gradually  gaining  favor.  Ignorance  and  prejudice  wear  away 
slowly,  but  they  must  yield  before  the  influence  of  public  education.  During 
■Uie  past  winter,  I  met  with  but  one  case  of  out-spoken  opposition  to  the 
school  law.  For  their  uniform  courtesy,  and  co-operation  with  me  in  my 
official  capacity,  I  owe  many  thanks  to  the  directors,  and  other  citizens  of 
the  county.  Waynesburg  college  is  now  in  a  prosperous  condition.  This 
institution  is  exerting  a  decided  and  beneficial  influence  upon  the  school 
interests  of  the  county.  It  has  educated  many  teachers,  and  its  professors 
have  ever  manifested  a  most  cordial  co-operation  with  those  who  had  su- 
pervision of  the  public  schools.  Greene  academy  has  been,  for  a  long  time, 
&  "light  shining  in  a  dark  place,"  and  to  it  the  county  is  greatly  indebted. 
Its  present  condition  is  by  no  means  encouraging,  and  I  have  advised  some 
of  its  friends  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Department,  in  reference  to 
academies  which  have  received  aid  from  the  Legislature.  A  laudable  attempt 
has  been  made  to  establish  a  normal  school  at  Hillsborough,  Washington 
county,  Pa.,  which,  being  near  the  border  of  this  county,  is  exercising  a 
-good,  but  yet  quite  limited,  influence  upon  our  school  interests. 
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School  Houses. — Inhere  have  been  erected  during  the  year  11  new  school 
houses,  namely:  In  Oneida  district  1,  Warrior  Mark  1,  Union  2,  Brady 
1,  Shirley  1,  Jackson  1,  Franklin  1,  Carbon  3.  Amongst  those,  especially 
■good  and  noteworthy,  may  be  enumerated  one  in  Warrior  Mark  district, 
the  building  being  comfortable,  tasteful,  commodious  and  very  creditable  to 
the  district,  erected  at  an  expense  of  $500.  This  is  the  third  house  erected 
in  the  district  in  as  many  consecutive  years,  and  another  one  is  at  present 
under  contract.  The  spirit  of  this  district  appears  to  be,  to  have,  uniformly, 
a  supply  of  comfortable  houses  and  an  increase  of  the  school  term.  This 
spirit,  under  the  supervision  of  an  intelligent  and  capable  board  of  directors, 
now  bids  fair  to  place  it  amongst  the  first  in  the  county  in  point  of  educa- 
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tional  progress.  A  very  neat,  comfortable,  well  ventilated  and  tolerably 
well  seated  house  was  erected  in  Franklin  district,  which  completes  the  Hat 
of  comfortable  houses  in  the  district.  Houses,  tolerably  comfortable,  have 
been  erected  in  Oneida,  Union,  Shirley,  Jackson  and  Brady  districts,  but 
the  importance  of  properly  arranged  seats  and  sufficient  ventilation  has,  in 
most  of  them,  been  overlooked.  In  Carbon  district  3  new  school  houses 
have  been  erected,  and  as  many  additional  schools  established.  This  dis- 
trict is  located  in  the  coal  mining  region  of  Broad  Top,  where  the  large  and 
rapidly  increasing  population  renders  a  still  further  increase  of  schools  and 
supply  of  school  houses  necessary,  the  schools  already  established  being 
now  crowded.  There  are  at  present  172  school  buildings  in  the  county. 
Of  these  there  are  7-i  which  may  be  said  to  be  insufficient,  uncomfortable, 
injurious,  and  to  some  extent  unhealthy.  By  insufficient,  is  meant  those 
too  small  to  accommodate  the  pupils  in  attendance,  and  by  uncomfortable 
and  injurious,  those  in  which  the  warming  and  ventilation  are  poorly  pro- 
vided for,  or  to  a  great  extent  neglected.  A  few  are  so  situated  that  the 
locality  cannot  be  otherwise  than  unhealthy. 

School  Furniture. — The  number  of  houses  supplied  with  suitable  furni- 
ture is  very  limited.  There  are  about  76  schools  which  have  inconvenient 
and  injurious  furniture,  uncomfortably  seated,  with  desks  too  high  or  too  low 
and  seats  without  backs. 

Apparatus. — But  little  has  been  done  towards  furnishing  suitable  appa- 
ratus, such  as  sufficient  amount  of  black-board  surface,  a  set  of  outline  maps, 
school  cards,  sound  charts,  globes  and  numeral  frames.  There  are  few 
houses  entirely  destitute  of  all  the  above.  Some  8  or  9  districts  are  sup- 
plied with  outline  maps,  as  many  perhaps  with  school  cards,  and  although 
none  are  entirely  destitute  of  black-boards,  yet  quite  a  number  are  too  small 
to  answer  any  valuable  purpose. 

Schools. — There  have  been  no  additional  schools  graded  during  the  year. 
In  a  few  of  the  districts,  such  as  are  composed  of  villages  and  towns,  the 
schools  are  divided  into  "primary"  and  "higher"  but  not  regularly  graded. 
The  sparseness  of  population  in  the  rural  districts  renders  this  arrange- 
ment impossible.  The  schools  are  classified,  with  a  few  exceptions,  where 
the  diversity  of  text-books  renders  their  classification  impossible.  There 
have  been  7  additional  schools  established  during  the  year,  making  a  total 
of  191. 

Teachers. — There  was  a  great  falling  off  in  the  number  of  teachers  pre- 
senting themselves  for  examination,  and  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
rejected  applicants.  The  increased  demand  for  labor  and  the  large  number 
of  male  teachers  enlisting,  rendered  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  a  supply, 
and  quite  a  number  were  employed  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  whose  quali- 
fications were  considerably  below  the  required  standard.     The  number  of 
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•teachers  rendering  reasonable  satisfaction,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  as- 
certain, was  128,  of  whom  10  held  professional  certificates.  The  increase 
of  female  teachers  was  100  per  cent,  over  that  of  anj  previous  year,  the 
number  employed  being  54.  In  proportion  to  the  number  employed,  their 
general  success  compared  favorably  with  that  of  the  male  teachers.  In  no 
instance  have  they  been  behind  in  their  efforts  for  improvement,  while  their 
mildness  of  manner  and  general  refinement,  have  almost  universally  exer- 
cised a  favorable  influence  on  their  pupils.  I  have  observed  that  where 
equally  qualified,  and  having  the  same  opportunities,  there  has  been  a  de- 
cided improvement  in  the  department  of  their  schools,  and  in  the  neatness 
and  order  of  the  school  room,  over  those  of  the  other  sex.  One  hundred  and 
eleven  schools  were  visited  out  of  the  191  in  session.  A  few  of  these  were 
visited  more  than  once.   Average  duration  of  visits  to  each  school  1:^  hours. 

Didrict  Secretaries-. — The  duty  of  district  superintendent  was  performed 
by  the  district  secretary  in  two  districts  only,  Hopewell  and  Shirleysburg. 
The  duties  were  well  and  faithfully  performed  b}^  the  officers  and  the  effect 
ias  been  beneficial. 

District  Institutes. — District  institutes,  under  the  act  of  1862,  were  organ- 
ized in  every  district  and  conducted  with  varied  success,  but  I  am  not  able 
to  state  the  actual  number  of  teachers  in  attendance,  having  been  able  to 
attend  but  a  few-  of  them.  This  important  act  for  the  establishment  and 
promotion  of  organized  educational  effort  has  been  generally  well  received, 
and  where  the  circumstances  were  favorable,  carried  out.  The  disposition 
manifested  by  directors  was  generally  favorable.  The  principal  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  their  establishment  and  successful  operation  being  a  backward- 
ness in  taking  the  initiatory  step  towards  inaugurating  a  feature  entirely  new 
to  most  of  them,  a  want  of  experienced  teachers  to  take  the  lead  at  their 
meetings,  and  the  natural  obstacles  arising  from  bad  roads,  inclement  weather 
and  inconvenient  localities ;  the  last  mentioned  difficulty  operating  very  much 
against  a  full  attendance  on  the  part  of  female  teachers.  Some  districts 
organized  promptly  at  the  opening  of  the  schools,  whilst  others  were  more 
tardy,  and  a  few  only  complied  when  officially  notified  of  the  penalty  for  non- 
compliance. Amongst  the  districts  in  which  a  fair  amount  of  success  was 
attained,  may  be  mentioned:  West  Union,  Porter,  Clay,  Cromwell  andBar- 
ree ;  the  exercises  consisting  principally  of  class  drills,  lectures,  discussions 
and  debates  on  the  various  branches  of  education  and  school  room  duties. 
In  some  instances  two  districts  united  in  forming  an  institute  with  mutual 
advantage,  meeting  alternately  in  each.  This  plan  was  pursued  by  the  dis- 
tricts of  Warrior  Mark  and  Franklin,  Porter  and  Alexandria,  Shirley  and 
Shirleysburg.  The  two  districts  last  named  united,  organized  promptly  and 
entered  into  the  work  with  spirit  and  energy,  the  exercises  consisting  prin- 
cipally of  class  drills,  the  teachers  forming  themselves  into  cla.'sses  to  be 
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drilled  by  leaders,  chosen  for  the  occasion,  on  the  different  branches;  and 
this  plan,  while  fully  pursued,  was  productive  of  much  advantage.  The 
usefulness  of  the  exercises  was,  however,  much  impaired  during  the  latter 
portion  of  the  term,  by  the  introduction  of  useless  abstractions  and  senseless 
discussions,  on  subjects  little  calculated  to  improve,  and  in  which  much  time 
was  spent  with  little  advantage. 

Moral  Instruction. — With  very  few  exceptions,  little  has  been  accom- 
plished or  even  attempted.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  so  few,  even  of 
our  moral  teachers,  possess  the  ability  or  the  disposition  to  impart  in  a  clear, 
familiar  and  attractive  manner,  the  simple  yet  sublime  principles  of  Chris- 
tian morality.  There  appears  in  most  cases  to  be  no  systematic  effort  in 
this  direction.  In  a  majority  of  our  schools  the  Scriptures  are  read,  but 
without  any  accompanying  instruction,  and  without  even  that  amount  of 
reverence  or  attention  calculated  to  insure  any  beneficial  results,  and  it  is 
to  be  feared  often  only  to  be  forgotten  almost  as  soon  as  read.  The  great 
want  of  the  system,  next  to  that  of  moral  and  religious  teachers,  is  some 
regular  system  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  Upon  this  depends  not 
not  only  the  future  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  rising  generation,  but  also 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  State  as  well  as  the  perpetuity  and  safety 
of  the  Government.  Of  the  111  schools  visited,  76  were  in  the  habit  of 
having  the  Scriptures  read  by  the  school  or  by  the  teacher  and  school  oc- 
casionally or  as  an  opening  exercise.  Five  of  these  were  opened  with  prayer, 
three  of  which  were  closed  with  singing.  •  In  one  the  Scripture  lesson  was 
accompanied  with  questions  by  the  teacher,  on  the  lesson,  a  very  commen- 
dable practice,  and  in  another  the  lesson  was  followed  by  a  short  moral  lec- 
ture by  the  teacher.     In  35  schools  the  Scriptures  were  not  read. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  prevailing  public  sentiment  throughout  the  county 
ifit  favorable.  There  are  some  grumblers,  but  their  influence  amounts  to  little. 
The  only  cause  of  complaint  is  incompetent  teachers  and  inadequate  schools. 
Give  us  a  full  supply  of  competent  teachers,  and  make  the  schools  what  they 
should  be,  and  not  only  will  all  opposition  cease,  but  there  will  be  no  expense 
or  sacrifice  which  will  not  be  most  cheerfully  met  and  made  on  the  part  of 
the  public  in  behalf  of  the  system. 

Suggestions  and  Bemarks. — The  great  wantof  the  system  is  that  of  teachers 
better  qualified  theoretically  and  practically  for  the  duties  of  their  profes- 
sion. "What  we  want  then  is  a  permanent  and  reliable  school,  easy  of  access, 
for  the  special  preparation  and  professional  training  of  teachers.  The  es- 
tablishment of  such  an  institution  would  be  well  received  by  the  public,  and 
it  should  have  my  influence  and  assistance,  while  the  amount  of  patronage 
it  would  receive  from  those  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages, 
would  render  it  self-supporting. 
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School  Houses. — Ten  (0)  school  houses  have  been  erected  during  the 
year.  None  of  them  are  worthy  of  particular  note.  All  are  behind  the 
age,  and  also  behind  plans  in  the  Pennsylvania  School  Architecture.  Of 
those  insufficient,  and  injurious  to  pupils  from  bad  repair,  defective  construction 
or  furniture,  there  is  a  lamentably  long  list,  viz  :  Anthony  house,  Armstrong 
district;  Dixon,  Earhart  and  Archibald  houses.  Black  Lick  district;  Dick, 
M'Donald  and  Adair  houses,  Brush  Valley  district ;  Lytle  and  Baker  houses, 
Centre  district;  Jamieson  and  Slabtown  houses,  Conemaugh  district ;  Rose, 
White,  Gaston,  Puree,  Eury  and  Fry  houses,  Canoe  district;  Jacksonvilk 
house,  (borough,)  Lebring  house.  Cherry  Hill  district;  Ridge,  Round  Bot- 
tom, Thompson  and  Gettysburg  houses,  Montgomery  district;  Plumville, 
Weamer  and  Sink  houses.  South  Mahoning  district;  Beatty  house.  East 
Mahoning  district;'  Loop  and  Long  houses,  West  Mahoning  district;  Pop- 
lar Spring,  Dick,  Getty,  M'Feater  and  Strongstown  houses.  Pine  district; 
M'Cunu,  M'Kee,  Bell  and  Myers  houses,  Rayne  district;  Pike,  Hood  and 
M'Clean  houses,  White  district;  Smicksburg,  Smicksburg  borough,  Dixon, 
Hanging  Rock,  Red  Lion,  Marlin  and  Stewart  houses,  Washington  district. 
The  last  named  we  regard  as  being  positively  unhealthy,  being  located  in  a 
swamp.  The  causes  rendering  the  houses  in  the  above  list  uncomfortable 
and  injurious,  are  low  ceilings,  high,  backless  seats,  and  long  desks. 

Furniture. — None  of  those  houses  built  during  the  year  have  been  fur- 
nished with  good  furniture.  One  hundred  and  three  (103)  houses  contain 
unsuitable  furniture,  and  over  forty  (40)  of  these  furniture  injurious  to  pupils. 

Apparatus. — There  has  been  no  addition  to  school  apparatus,  except  a 
medium  black-board  in  each  of  the  houses  erected  during  the  year. 

T/ie  ScJiooIs. — We  have  had  no  additions  to  our  graded  schools.  But 
whilst  all  our  schools,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  Indiana,  Blairsville 
and  Saltsburg,  are  ungraded,  we  do  not  regard  any  as  being  unclassified. 

Teacher.-^. — Of  professional  teachers  employed  during  the  year,  all  (35  in 
number)  gave  at  least  reasonable  satisfaction,  three-fourths  of  them  good 
satisfaction.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  (181)  provisional  teachers, 
four-tifths  taught  at  least  good  medium  schools,  and  the  remaining  one-fifth 
partially  failed,  either  in  teaching  or  government.  The  number  of  female 
teachers  has  increased  about  one-fourth  during  the  past  year.  Our  females 
have  taught  with  good  success,  failing  only  in  a  few  instances,  from  defective 
government. 

Visitation  of  Schools. — Two  hundred  and  forty-three  visits  have  been  made 
to  one  hundred  and  ninety  schools.  Three  small  districts  were  not  visited, 
on  account  of  Providential  hindrances.    Of  the  one  hundred  and  ninety  visited, 
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thirty- five  were  visited  twice,  and  eighteen  three  times.  First  visits  averaged 
one  and  one-twelfth  hours ;  duplicate  and  triplicate  visits  not  more  than  one 
half  hour.  Parents  and  directors  have  so  generally  neglected  the  visitation 
of  schools,  that  we  have  no  perceptible  results  to  notice  from  this  agency. 

District  Secretaries. — Whilst  in  ten  of  onr  districts  secretaries  have  par- 
tially acted  a5  district  superintendents,  in  no  case  has  this  duty  been  fully 
performed,  and  consequently  no  particularly  favorable  results  have  accrued 
to  our  schools  from  this  feature  of  the  system. 

District  Institutes. — One  hundred  and  sixty-five  have  been  held,  under  the 
act  of  1862.  Whole  number  of  teachers  connected  with  them  2 If).  General 
results  have  been  good  and  profitable,  and  this,  too,  in  proportion  as  the 
institutes  were  conducted  upon  the  rigid  class-drill  system.  Those  in  Bur- 
rell,  Conemaugh,  West  Mahoning  and  White  districts,  were  perhaps  the 
most  efficient,  from  the  fact  that  the  exercises  in  them  were  such  as  obtain 
in  well  regulated  schools. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  are  read  in  all  our  (216)  schools;  in 
about  one-half  of  them  once,  and  in  the  remainder  twice  a  dav.  No  other 
mode  of  moral  instruction  is  practiced  in  this  county,  except  that  incidental 
mode,  which  every  good  judicious  teacher  follows,  of  improving  the  various 
little  occurrences  which  the  daily  routine  of  the  school  room  develops,  to  the 
moral  advantage  of  his  pupils. 

Public  sentiment  is  decidedly  favorable  to  the  school  system.  A  deep 
conviction  has  settled  down  in  the  mind  of  community  that  it  is  a  public  and 
social  necessity,  and  therefore  must  be  supported  by  all  lovers  of  order  and 
intelligence. 

Closing  Remarks. — We  add  no  .suggestions  to  those  made  in  past  years. 
About  to  retire  from  the  responsible  and  prominent  position  occupied  by  us 
for  the  last  nine  years,  we  cannot  refrain  from  acknowledging  the  obligations 
we  are  under  to  the  Department,  for  encouragement  and  light  in  all  our 
difficulties.  We  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  generous  Christian  hos- 
pitality of  citizens,  directors  and  teachers  in  our  county.  With  each  and  all 
we  have  plea.santly  labored  in  the  great  and  good  cause  of  common  schools. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY.— Samuel  M'Elhose. 

School  nouses. — There  were  five  new  school  houses  erected  in  the  year, 
but  no  one  is  so  superior  as  to  be  marked  "note-worthy,"  above  ordinary 
good  houses.  Of  the  houses  considered  (Aq^xXj  insufficient  and  uncomforta- 
ble,  I  would  mention  the  Zion  and  Brocius  houses,  in  Beaver  township,  the 
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two  lower  rooms  in  the  Brookville  academy  devoted  to  common  school  uses, 
the  Painter  and  Barr  houses,  in  Heath  township,  the  Davis  house,  in  Gaskill 
township,  the  M'Kinstrey  house,  (in  seats  and  desks,)  in  Oliver  township,  the 
Dilts  house,  (in  desks,)  in  Perry  township,  the  Port  Barnett  and  Butler  houses, 
in  Pine  Creek  township,  the  Travis  house,  in  Porter  township,  both  rooms 
in  Punxsutawney  borough,  the  Green  house,  in  Rose  township,  the  Brockway- 
ville  and  Beeman  houses,  in  Snyder  township,  the  Hindman  house,  in  Union 
township,  the  Horam,  Dennison,  Smith  and  M'Connell  houses,  in  "Washington 
township. 

Furniture. — None  of  the  school  houses  were  furnished  in  the  year  with 
improved  furniture  over  the  previous  year.  Those  containing  furniture  in- 
jurious to  pupils  will  about  correspond  with  the  number  of  houses  reported 
above  as  being  insufficient,  &c. 

Apparatus. — No  houses  were  supplied  with  apparatus  during  the  year. 

The  Schools. — No  schools  were  graded  daring  the  year  that  had  not  pre- 
viously been  graded  schools ;  not  classified,  none. 

Teachers. — All  of  the  teachers  gave  "reasonable  satisfaction,"  except 
about  thirteen,  one  of  whom  holds  a  professional  certificate.  The  number 
of  females  who  taught  during  the  year  was  about  the  same  as  last  year. 
Their  general  success  was  good,  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  attaching 
almost  exclusively  to  male  teachers. 

Visitations. — All  of  the  schools,  except  one  or  two,  were  visited  once,  and 
about  thirty  the  second  time.  The  average  length  of  time  of  each  visit  was 
about  two  and  three-fourth  hours.  Recitations  were  conducted  in  each 
school  by  myself,  and  before  leaving  it  was  an  invariable  rule  to  make  an 
address  suited  to  the  wants  and  condition  of  the  school. 

District  Secretaries. — Not  more  than  one  half  of  the  districts  having  re- 
ported to  me,  I  cannot  give  the  exact  number  of  secretaries  who  acted  as 
district  superintendents.  Several  of  the  secretaries  did  so,  but  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  instances  of  special  success.  I  am  convinced  that  great  good 
has  resulted  from  the  attention  given  to  this  work,  in  all  of  the  districts  where 
the  duty  was  regularly  performed;  and  I  hope  the  day  will  soon  arrive  when 
secretaries  will  be  as  certain  to  visit  schools  regularly,  as  that  the  school's 
are  open. 

District  Institutes. — Under  the  act  of  1862,  eighteen  township  institutes 
were  organized  in  the  county,  and  held  meetings  on  altei'nate  Saturdays. — 
About  ninety-five  teachers  attended  them  regularly.  The  general  result  was 
good,  and  wherever  the  number  of  teachers  embraced  in  the  organization 
was  considerable,  it  was  found  to  move  along  with  more  life  and  vigor  than 
where  there  were  but  few.  This  was  plain  to  the  mind  of  any  observer. — 
From  this  fact  I  would  recommend,  that  wherever  it  is  possible,  the  teachers 
of  two  or  three  of  the  smaller  townships  unite  in  one  organization. 
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Mo7'al  Indruction. — The  Scriptures  were  used  regularly  in  ninety-seven 
schools,  and  not  used  in  twenty-two.  No  other  book  was  used  by  way  of 
imparting  moral  instruction. 

Public  Sentiment  — It  is  admitted  by  almost  every  intelligent  and  observing 
man,  that  the  common  schools  are  of  real,  substantial  value,  and  that  they 
have  made  very  considerable  progress  in  the  past  few  years.  The  cause  of 
liiis  is  the  great  improvement  in  the  literary  qualifications  of  the  teachers, 
their  study  of  works  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  this  knowledge  in  the  schools.  The  class-drills,  discussions,  lee- 
tures,  &c.,  in  county  institutes,  and  in  those  of  the  townships,  have  awakened 
new  life  in  the  members  of  the  teachers'  profession,  resulting  in  vast  good 
to  the  schools,  and  in  improving  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  this  great  and 
good  cause — the  general  education  of  the  youth  of  our  noble  Commonwealth. 

Remarks. — Having  given,  above,  the  facts  and  conclusions  on  all  of  the 
items  on  which  county  superintendents  are  requested  to  report,  for  the  school 
year  ending  on  the  1st  Monday  of  June,  1863,  I  will  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  suggesting,  that  there  should  be  a  law  requiring  each  board  of  directors  to 
appoint  one  of  their  number  to  act  as  district  superintendent,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  visit  each  school  of  the  district  once  each  month,  and  take  a  full 
note  of  the  order,  attention  by  pupils,  promptness,  number  of  pupils,  kinds 
of  studios,  attendance,  adherence  to  regularly  adopted  text-books,  &c.,  and 
to  report  the  result  at  the  meeting  of  the  board.  From  my  observation, 
during  upwards  of  seven  years  of  constant  attention  to  school  matters,  as 
county  superintendent,  I  am  confident  that  very  great  good  would  flow  from 
the  discreet  and  judicious  performance  of  this  work.  For  this  labor  the  dis- 
trict superintendent  should  receive  reasonable  compensation.  He  should  be 
secretary  of  the  board.  In  the  late  school  year  the  average  qualifications  of 
the  teachers  was  much  better  than  in  the  previous  year.  Among  the  most 
successful  teachers  were  several  females.  In  the  year  I  held  two  county 
institutes,  and  one  Union  township  institute.  In  each  of  the  six  preceding 
years  I  held  two  sessions  of  the  county  institute,  several  sessions  continuing 
from  three  to  five  weeks.  All  of  them  were  well  attended.  There  should 
be  a  law  requiring  a  session  of  the  institute  to  be  held  in  each  county  each 
year.     The  session  should  not  be  less  than  a  month  in  duration. 

In  closing  my  oflGcial  connection  with  the  schools  of  the  county,  I  feel  a 
pleasure  in  being  able  to  say,  that,  thi'oughr»ut  ray  career  as  county  superin- 
tendent, I  have  been  universally  treated  with  courtesy  by  teachers,  school 
officers,  and  people  of  all  parties  and  persuasions,  and  for  which,  I  tender  to 
one  and  all  my  deepest,  heart-felt  gratitude  and  respect. 
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JUNIATA  COUNTY.— J.  B.,  Porter. 

This  county  is  making  a  very  respectable  advancement  in  the  educational 
cause.  Our  schools  are  gaining  a  higher  standard,  whilst  a  number  are 
affording  all  the  advantages  of  the  high  school. 

Houses. — There  are  40  very  comfortable,  well-  seated  and  well  ventilated 
houses  in  this  county;  34  that  are  defective  in  seats  and  other  comforts,  and 
21  that  are  wholly  unfit  for  use.  Lack,  Fermanagh  and  r)elawai;e,  each 
erected  a  fine  house,  on  the  most  approved  modern  plan.  The  Delaware 
house  is  an  exceedingly  fine  building,  possessing  all  the  advantages  and 
comfort  that  a  single  room  can  afford. 

Apparatus. — Six  districts  introduced  Mitchell's  outline  maps. 

Teachers. — Sixty-six  of  our  teachers  made  very  successful  work,  twenty- 
four  did  well,  and  eight  ought  to  consider  themselves  out  of  place  in  the 
school  room.  Sixteen  schools  were  taught  by  ladies  to  very  good  accept- 
ance. 

Graded  Schools. — Mifflin  borough  3,  Patterson  borough  2,  Perryville 
borough  2,  Oakland  2,  and  M'Allistersville  2,  in  all  11  schools.  All  the 
other  schools  are  well  classed,  excepting  8. 

Visitation. — I  made  two  visits  to  each  school  of  3  hours  each.  In  the 
different  districts  72  directors  accompanied  me,  and  on  my  second  visits,  we 
held  examinations  of  the  schools,  which  brought  out  parents  and  visitors, 
who  generally  felt  much  interested. 

Institutes. — There  were  five  county  institutes  held,  which  were  well  at- 
tended by  teachers  and  citizens,  and  were  the  means  of  eliciting  much  in- 
terest in  favor  of  education.  District  institutes  were  regularly  held  in  all 
the  districts  in  the  county. 

Moral  Instruction. — Seventy-six  schools  were  opened  daily  by  reading  a 
portion  of  Scripture,  and  in  sixteen  lectures  on  moral  subjects  were  given. 

Public  Sentiment. — We  have  but  little  opposition  to  any  feature  of  the 
©ommon  school  system.  I  think  the  superintendency  has  established  firmly 
on  the  mind  of  the  public  the  necessity  of  that  agency,  in  bringing  out  the 
benefits  of  the  system. 

Prospects. — Parents  and  community  general  feel  more  and  more  enlisted 
in  the  subject  of  education  than  formerly.  Young  gentlemen  and  ladies  are 
forming  literary  societies,  and  every  feeling  and  expression  is  calculated  to 
strengthen  and  advance  the  better  interests  of  the  cause. 
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LANCASTER  COUNTY.— David  Evans. 

I  have  collected  the  following  facts  aud  statistics,  as  required  by  instructions 
from  the  Department : 

Houses. — New,  1-:  insufficient  and  uncomfortable,  87;  small,  inconvienent 
aud  unhealthy  locations,  185.  The  new  buildings  are  much  better  than  those 
put  up  in  former  years,  both  in  material  and  plan.  Very  few  are  now  erected 
having  only  a  nine  inch  wall,  and  in  which  there  is  not  some  arrangement 
made  for  apparatus,  and  constructed  with  a  view  to  the  comfort  of  the  pu- 
pils. Indeed,  the  erection  of  good  houses  is  one  of  the  favorable  signs  of  the 
improvement  of  the  schools.  While  nearly  all  answer  the  purpose  for  which 
ihey  were  put  up,  I  will  designate  a  few  of  the  new  houses  as  especially 
worthy  of  notice.  There  is  a  new  brick  building  in  East  Donegal  township, 
commendable  in  every  respect.  It  is  fifty  feet  long,  thirty-two  feet  wide, 
twelve  feet  to  ceiling  and  fourteen  inches  in  thickness  of  wall.  The  desks 
aud  seats  are  double,  of  good  size,  well  arranged  and  fastened  to  the  floor 
by  cast-iron  stanchions.  Atone  end  is  a  platform  extending  entirely  across 
the  floor;  and  along  the  wall  are  three  hundred  aud  fifty  feet  of  black-board 
surface.  One  hundred  children  can  be  seated,  and  the  arrangements  are 
such  that  two  recitations  can  be  heard  at  one  time ;  one  in  the  main  room, 
and  one  in  a  recitation  room  prepared  for  the  purpose.  The  building  is  well 
adapted  for  a  graded  school,  and  the  directors  of  the  district  deserve  great 
credit  for  this  evidence  of  the  interest  which  they  take  in  the  improvement 
of  the  schools.  But  the  building  which  stands  at  the  head  of  all  in  the 
county,  and  perhaps  in  the  State,  is  the  one  erected  in  Columbia  borough 
during  the  lall  and  winter.  The  county  may  justly  be  proud  of  it,  and  the 
directors  and  citizens  of  Columbia  should  receive  a  large  share  of  tlie  public 
approbation,  for  this  evidence  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  they  hold 
popular  education.  The  houses  that  are  uncomfortable  and  injurious  to  the 
pupils,  and  those  that  have  unhealthy  locations,  are  generally  of  the  oldest 
buildings  in  the  county.  In  some  districts  the  most  are  of  this  cla.ss.  They 
are  found  where  education  is  not  much  appreciated.  All  the  new  buildings 
are  improved  in  this  respect. 

Furniture. — Buildings  in  which  new  furniture  was  supplied  during  the 
year,  6.  Buildings  having  inconvenient  and  injurious  furniture,  64.  Very 
few  old  houses  are  supplied  with  new  furniture.  But  there  are  houses  in 
the  county,  the  walls  of  which  are  yet  substantial,  which  have  been  entirely 
remodeled  aud  supplied  with  new  furniture.  Two  houses  in  Drumore  town- 
ship, one  in  Mount  Joy  township,  and  one  in  Conoy  township,  were  sup- 
plied with  new  furniture.  Two  houses  in  West  Lampeter  township,  and  one 
in  Salisbury  township,  received  some  additional  desks  and  seats.     The  style 
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of  the  furniture  supplied  to  the  above  houses  is  good,  the  desks  being  double, 
and  constructed  so  as  to  be  comfortable  to  children  of  every  age. 

Apjjaratus. — Number  of  schools  to  which  apparatus  has  been  furnishfid, 
8.  Five  schools  received  a  full  set  of  Pelton's  outline  maps ;  one,  Bidwell'a 
hemisphere  maps ;  a  few,  alphabet  cards ;  one,  an  elocutionary  chart ;  and 
one,  a  globe.  There  is  still  a  great  deficiency  of  apparatus  in  the  schools. 
As  long  as  this  is  so,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  teachers  can  fully  and  tho- 
roughly instruct  the  children  under  their  care.  While  it  is  admitted  by  all 
that  the  artisan  can  do  nothing  without  instruments,  the  admission  is  not  so 
general,  that  a  teacher  has  need  of  things  in  the  school  room  to  do,  and  fa- 
cilitate his  work.  Every  school  ought  to  have  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
black-board  surface,  a  full  set  of  maps,  alphabet  cards,  a  numeral  frame,  a 
globe,  an  elocutionary  chart,  chalk  drawings  or  drawing  tablets,  and  chi- 
rographic and  anatomical  charts.     Many  are  already  thus  supplied. 

Graded  Schools. — Number  graded  during  the  year,  4>;  number  of  schools 
yet  imperfectly  classified,  16.  Two  additional  graded  schools  were  estab- 
lished in  East  Donegal  township  during  the  year,  and  an  addition  was  made 
to  one  house  in  Strasburg  township.  The  arrrangement  in  these  schools 
is  such  that  those  learning  the  rudiments  are  now  taught  in  one  apartment, 
and  the  advanced  ones  in  another.  The  plan  works  well.  Wherever  such 
schools  have  been  established  their  success  has  been  uniform  and  decided, 
even  in  the  face  of  opposition  to  them.  The  greatest  encouragement  should 
be  given  to  directors  to  follow  this  efficient  means  of  improving  the  schools, 
where  the  children  of  a  neighborhood  are  numerous  enough  to  make  two 
schools.  There  are  no  schools  in  the  county  wholly  unclassified,  but  there 
are  still  some  where  geography  and  grammar  have  not  yet  been  introduced. 
This  number  is  small  and  yearly  becoming  smaller.  The  classification  is 
good  in  reading,  spelling  and  mental  arithmetic,  and  pretty  good  in  written 
arithmetic,  but  not  so  complete  in  the  latter  branch  as  in  the  former.  The 
less  the  number  of  classes  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  school,  providing  the 
difference  of  degree  of  proficiency  of  the  members  of  the  same  class  is  not 
too  great.  The  following  number  of  classes  will  represent  a  well  organized 
school :  four  in  reading,  (including  spelling,)  three  in  mental  arithmetic,  two 
special  spelling  classes,  three  in  written  arithmetic,  two  in  geography,  two 
in  grammar  and  three  in  writing.  The  advanced  classes  in  these  branches 
should  recite  once  a  day,  and  the  beginners  in  spelling  and  the  lower  read- 
ing classes  ought  to  have  two  lessons  in  a  day.  The  above  applies  to  a 
school  where  none  but  the  essential  branches  are  taught.  If  any  additional 
branches  are  introduced,  such  as  algebra,  history,  &c.,  they  must  take  the 
place  of  others  on  alternate  days. 

Teachers. — Number  of  teachers  in  the  county  during  the  year  who  gave 
reasonable  satisfaction,  325 ;  of  this  number  85  hold  professional  certificates. 
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I  will  not  specify  any  individual  instance  of  success  where  all  have  done  so 
well.     In  every  district  where  the  school  system  has  at  all  had  a  fair  trial 
some  good  teachers  can  be  found.     Many,  indeed,  have  none  that  rate  below 
good.     But  while  making  this  favorable  statement,  I  must  also  state  that  a 
few  have  none  who  do  not  fall  below  that  grade.     This  condition  dependfi 
very  much  on  the  interest  taken  in  the  schools  by  directors  and  citizens,  and 
the  encouragement  received  by  teachers.     If   the  proper  spirit  pervade  the 
communit}^,  the  directors  will  make  it  evident  by  extending  the  school  term 
and  by  paying  a  liberal  salary  to  their  teachers.     But  those  opposed  to  school 
improvement,  and  some  also  who  are  favorable  to  good  schools,  urge  as  the 
proper  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  paying  of  teachers,  to  regulate  the  salary 
according  to  the  number  of  candidates  for  the  position  of  teacher.     While 
this  course  will  constantly  draw  to  these  districts  a  yearly  accession  of  new 
applicants,  it  is  evident,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  they  are  not  of  that  class  of 
teachers  who  are  fully  qualified  and  experienced;  and  thus  the  necessity  is 
forced  upon  their  district  of  losing  the  services  of  those  who  have  reached 
certain  qualifications  and  obtained  ample  experience.     As  yet  the  salary  of 
teachers  is  not  such  that  they  can  support  large  families  and  yearly  make  a 
small  accumulation.     As  long  as  there  is  no  assurance  that  teaching  will 
bring  comfort  to  the  old  days  of  those  who  enter  its  ranks,  a  great  incentive 
to  supplying  the  schools  with  competent  instructors  will  be  wanting.     It  ie 
very  generally  supposed  that  teachers  are  better  paid  than  men  in  the  ordi- 
nary  pursuits  of  life.     The  reverse  is  the  fact.     There  are  now  nearly  100 
professional  teachers  in  our  county.     Thirty  professional  certificates  were 
issued  during  the  year.     Sixty-one  were  granted  during  my  continuance  in 
office.     They  mostly  give  good  satisfaction.     There  are  only  a  few  who  are 
deemed  unworthy  of  that  privilege  by  the  public.     The  dissatisfaction  to- 
wards these  arises  more  from  carelessness  on  their  part  than  from  a  want 
of  confidence  in  their  qualification  and  ability  to  teach.     When  a  teacher, 
invested  with  all  the  privileges  of  the  profession  fails,  the  confidence  reposed 
in  the  county  superintendent  becomes  impaired   and  the  injury  resulting  to 
the  cause  is  great.     And  yet  there  is  no  escape  from  the  possibility  of  failing. 
Though  tlje  applicant's  examination  be  in  every  respect  satisfactory,  and  hie 
skill  and  success  in  the  school  room  such  as  to  receive  the  approbation  of  all, 
there  is  still  no  assurance  that  he  will  succeed  in  any  school.     The  county 
superintendent  can  judge  only  from  the  evidence  before  him;  and  while  be 
cannot  be  deceived  in  the  qualifications  of  an  applicant  for  professional  pre- 
ferment, he  may  be  disappointed  in  his  expectation  of  uniform  success  on 
the  part  of  the  teacher,  when  the  relations  under  which  he  operates  a?e 
changed.     A  teacher  may  not  have  the  co-operation  of  his  patrons;   if  not 
he  will  fail,  though  ever  so  great  care  be  exercised  in  conferring  permanent 
certificates,  or  he  may  violate  his  professional  obligation  by  neglecting  big 


LANCASTER  COUNTY.  105 

<iuties.  In  the  first  instance  the  responsibility  for  the  failure  rests  with  the 
parent,  in  the  latter  with  the  teacher,  the  superintendent  being  as  little  re- 
sponsible for  it,  in  either  case,  as  a  person  would  be  for  the  failure  of  one 
to  whom  a  recommendation  should  be  given  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  dutj 
while  employed,  and  who,  when  under  a  new  employer,  should  become  care- 
less and  unfaithful.  There  were  em4:)loyed  in  the  county  last  year  146  female 
teachers,  being  an  excess  over  the  former  year  of  13.  I  will  repeat  what  I 
said  in  former  reports,  that  their  success  is  fully  as  good  as  that  of  the  male 
teachers.  But  some  districts  do  not  yet  employ  any.  There  is  an  existing 
prejudice  against  female  teachers  in  most  of  the  northern  districts,  though 
it  is  not  as  strong  now  as  it  formerly  was.  Their  fitness  for  teaching  is 
yearly  becoming  more  generally  acknowledged. 

School  Vitiitation. — The  large  number  of  schools  in  the  county,  and  the 
great  extent  of  country  to  be  traveled,  limit  me  to  making  one  visit  to  each 
school  in  a  year,  of  about  one  hour  and  a  half  in  duration.  My  object  in 
these  visits  is  now  as  it  was  formerly,  to  become  acquainted  with  the  teach- 
er's method  of,  instruction,  with  the  degree  of  advancement,  taste,  cleanli- 
ness, order  and  classification  of  the  school;  8.nd  to  ascertain  the  extent  of 
the  supply  of  apparatus  and  style  of  the  furniture,  as  well  as  the  condition 
of  the  houses  and  grounds,  and  also  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  teachers  and 
directors  to  anything  that  is  wanting  to  the  successful  working  of  a  school. 
Yisiting  by  directors  and  citizens  is  becoming  more  frequent  and  regular. 
Where  it  is  attended  to  the  best  results  follow.  There  are  two  co-operative 
agencies  necessaiy  to  make  a  good  school — a  good  teacher  and  interested 
parents.  A  good  teacher  will  often  excite  an  interest  in  parents,  and  inter- 
ested parents  will  "often  make  a  good  school,  even  though  the  teacher  is  only 
ordinarily  well  qualified.  The  teacher  should  make  frequent  visits  to  the 
parents  of  his  pupils.  By  this  means  only  can  he  learn  the  disposition  of 
the  children  which  he  is  to  instruct,  make  known  to  them  their  wants  and 
secure  their  co-operation  in  the  improvement  of  the  school.  Some  teach- 
ers have  succeeded  in  enlisting  the  co-operation  of  their  patrons  by  weekly 
exercises  in  composition  and  declamation  every  Friday  afternoon,  and  some 
by  examinations  at  stated  times  during  the  term.  These  were  the  occasion 
©f  bringing  out  many  of  the  citizens,  and  have  been  the  cause  of  creating  a 
fttrorable  school  sentiment. 

District  Superintendent. — Only  five  districts  were  regularly  visited  by  per- 
sons appointed  for  the  purpose.  The  number  of  local  superintendents  is  not 
as  large  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  •  Where  it  is  yet  in  operation  its  efi'ect 
upon  the  schools  is  so  plainly  noticeable  that  it  has  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  some  special  remarks  in  the  annual  report.  It  is  an  auxiliai'y  that 
should  be  sought  to  promote  the  advancement  of  common  school  education, 
ft,ad  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  way  in  which  regular  and  effectual  visitation 
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to  the  schools  can  be  secured.  The  plan  of  procedure  is  the  same  as  that 
forwarded  to  the  Department  last  winter. 

District  Institutes. — Forty-five  district  institutes  were  in  operation  during 
the  last  school  term.  Eleven  were  attended  by  all  the  teachers  in  the  dis- 
trict. At  the  others,  the  attendance  was  not  so  regular.  In  proportion  te 
the  interest  felt  in  self-improvement  by  the  teachers,  and  the  obligations 
imposed  by  the  board  of  directors,  are  these  organizations  successful.  A 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  intention  of  the  law,  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  days  for  the  school  month,  aud  the  means  for  the  improvement  of  the 
teachers,  delayed  their  organization,  in  some  districts,  much  beyond  the 
time  of  the  opening. of  the  schools;  but  in  many  others,  their  organization 
was  prompt  and  decided  To  make  them  effective,  I  advised  the  teachers 
to  confine  themselves,  chiefly,  to  the  consideration  of  the  common  school 
branches,  and  such  educational  topics  as  are  available  in  teaching.  There 
was  no  uniform  plan  adopted  for  conducting  them,  during  the  last  year,  by 
reason  of  my  urgent  engagements,  which  prevented  me  from  visiting  these 
meetings;  but  I  made  some  suggestions  at  the  county  institutes  which  were 
intended  to  meet  this  want.  The  benefit  to  be  derived  from  these  institutes 
will  be  better  known  after  the  next  course  of  examinations.  Great  improve- 
aient,  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  is  anticipated.  I  will  here  insert  a  report 
of  the  teachers'  institute  of  Clay  township,  made  to  me  by  ih^iv  secretary; 
and  I  hope  that  the  spirit  shown  in  it  will  be  adopted  all  over  the  county: 
"The  teachers'  institut-e  of  Clay  township  commenced  at  the  opening  of  tb« 
public  schools,  (Oct.  4th,  1863,)  and  held  hemi-montbly  meetings  during  tb« 
school  term,  all  the  teachers  attending.  The  exercises  were  confined  to  im- 
provement in  the  common  school  branches.  After  the  clbse  of  the  term,  J. 
N.  Soder  was  employed  as  leader  of  a  continued  institute,  and  to  give  in- 
struction in  the  folio  wing  branches  :  Orthography,  reading,  written  arithmetic, 
geography,  English  grammar  and  algebra.  An  hour,  daily,  was  devoted  to 
each  one  of  the  above  branches,  during  a  session  of  ten  weeks,  of  five  days 
each,  closing  June  l2th.  The  members  present  during  the  term  were  eight. 
The  mstitute  opened  in  the  morning  with  devotion,  one  of  the  members  read- 
ing a  chapter  of  Scripture.  If  we  mistake  not,  the  members  made  marked 
improvement." 

Moral  Instruction. — Number  of  schools  in  which  the  Bible  was  regularly 
read,  389;  Scriptures  not  read  in  32  schools;  Cowdery's  lessons  read  in  2 
schools ;  others  have  moral  instruction  as  opportunity  offers.  The  Scriptures' 
are  variously  used.  The  effect  upon  the  schools  is  good  Its  quickening 
spirit  will  leave  its  eSect  upon  all  who  come  within  its  reach.  It  is  to  the 
heart,  what  the  morning  dew  and  sunshine  are  to  the  plant,  causing  it  to 
grow  in  strength  and  fullness. 

Fuhtic  }:ientiment. — There  is  nothing  to  record  adverse  to  the  schools,  that 
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^jume  to  my  attention  daring  the  past  year.  Judging  from  the  quietness  of 
those  who'  were  its  greatest  enemies,  the  number  attending  the  county  in- 
stitute, and  the  increase  of  salary  in  some  districts,  there  is  good  reason  to 
■believe  that  the  system  is  gaining  in  popularity.  In  thirty-two  districts  in 
the  county  the  public  sentiment  towards  the  schools  is  very  favorable; 
twelve  in  which  it  is  not  so  favorable ;  and  in  eight  it  is  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  school  system. 

Suggestions  and  Remarks. — The  instructions  to  county  superintendents, 
for  the  collection  of  statistics  for  this  year,  should  be  given  in  the  note-book 
of  visitations.  Second,  the  w^hole  and  average  number  of  teachersin  attend- 
ance at  the  district  institute,  should  be  given  in  the  annual  "district  report" 
of  the  several  districts.  In  closing  this  report,  I  can  give  testimony  that 
good  was  done  during  my  four  years'  service  in  the  couaty  superintendency; 
but  not  near  all  was  accomplished  that  ought  to  have  been  done.  The  com- 
mon branches  ai'e  now  beginning  to  be  well  taught  throughout  the  county, 
and  some  of  the  higher  branches  are  taught  in  some  districts.  In  my  ex- 
aminations for  the  next  year,  I  shall  begin  to  carry  out  more  fully  the  in- 
structions of  the  State  Superintendent,  of  1861;  and  the  following  year  I 
intend  to  adopt  his  standard  altogether,  for  professional  certificates.  1  must 
make  acknowledgment  of  the  many  favors  and  kindnesses  I  received  from 
all,  in  my  tours  through  the  county. 
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New  School  Houses. — One  new  school  house  has  been  built  in  each  of  the 
following  districts,  viz:  Neshannock,  Union,  Little  Beaver  and  Taylor. 
The  one  in  Neshannock  is  of  stone,  30  feet  by  34,  ceiling  12  feet  high  in  the 
clear,  is  well  seated,  desks  comfortable,  well  ventilated,  and  when  furnished 
with  sufficient  apparatus  and  shade  trees,  will  be  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
houses  in  the  district.  Whole  cost  of  building  $800.  The  one  in  Union 
district  is  26  by  34  feet,  ceiling  12  feet;  Little  Beaver  is  28  feet  by  30. 
ceiling  12  feet,  and  the  one  in  Taylor  is  26  by  32  feet,  ceiling  12  feet.  These 
houses  are  all  frame,  neatly  built  on  about  the  same  plan,  well  furnished 
with  seats  and  desks,  painted.  Each  house  cost  about  $600.  The  one  in 
Taylor  district  is  inclosed  with  a  neat  board  fence. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — The  school  houses  of  New  Castle  borough 
and  East  New  Castle  are  furnished  with  a  considerable  auiount  of  appara- 
tus, such  as  outline  maps,  cards,  anatomical  plates,  mathematical  blocks, 
♦fee;  but  there  might  yet  be  advantageously  added  other  apparatus  to  make 
theschools  still  more  interesting.     Tlhere  are  about  60  houses  in  the  rural  dis- 
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tricts,  well  furnished  with  comfortable  seats  and  desks,  but  quite  deficient  in 
the  amount  of  necessary  apparatus.  Several  teachers  have  procured  a  few 
articles  at  their  own  expense,  such  as  Osgood's  cards,  cubical  blocks,  &c. 
About  50  schools  have  been  furnished  by  the  school  directors  with  full  set& , 
of  Mitchell's  outline  maps.  The  other  school  houses  in  the  county  are  fur- 
nished with  inconvenient  seats  and  desks,  and  a  few  are  entirely  unfit  for 
use. 

Graded  Schools. — Xo  schools  have  been  graded  during  the  last  year.  The 
schools  that  have  been  previously  graded,  are  stated  in  my  last  report.  A 
graded  school  is  needed,  we  think,  in  each  of  the  following  districts,  viz  : 
Mount  Jackson,  North  Beaver,  Edenburg,  Mahoning,  Harlansburg,  Scott 
and  Princeton,  Slippery  Rock.  The  other  schools  are  not  graded,  but  are 
well  classified. 

Teachers. — The  number  of  teachers  during  the  year,  who  gave  general 
satisfaction,  both  with  professional  and  provisional  certificates,  was  about 
100.  A  part  of  the  remainder  did  well,  and  some  12  or  15  failed.  The  in- 
crease of  female  teachers  over  that  of  last  year,  is  quite  large.  Most  of  the 
male  teachers  having  gone  to  the  army,  about  three-fourths  of  the  teachers 
are  females;  and  a  large  majority  of  them  have  nobly  filled  the  places  of  our 
brave  men,  now  fightiug  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  glorious  institutions. 

Visitation  of  Schools. — All  the  schools  were  visited  once,  69  twice  and 
10  three  times.  I  visited  all  the  winter  schools  but  4,  making  228  visits  in 
all  during  the  year.  Average  length  of  each  visit  2  houre.  A.bout  50 
schools  were  pretty  regularly  visited  by  directors  and  parents,  with  the 
most  decided  advantage,  both  to  teachers  and  pupils.  Most  of  the  others 
were  visited  occasionally,  and  a  few  not  at  all  by  the  parents,  and  only 
irregularly  by  the  directors. 

Didrict  Secretaries. — The  following  districts  allowed  a  certain  small 
amount  as  salary  of  secretary,  but  not  acting  as  district  secretary  or  super- 
intendent, viz :  Little  Beaver,  North  Beaver,  Hickory,  Mahoning,  New 
Castle  borough,  Neshannock,  Plain  Grove,  Perry,- Scott,  Pollock,  Wilming- 
ton and  Union. 

District  InstifiUes. — District  institutes  have  been  organized  in  every  dis- 
trict, and  tolerably  well  attended  by  the  teachers.  However,  in  many  districts 
there  is  not  that  importance  attached  to  them,  nor  interest  taken  b}"  teachers 
and  directors  that  should  be.  In  the  following  districts  they  were  con- 
ducted with  good  success  and  profit  to  the  teachers,  viz :  Big  Beaver,  She- 
nango,  Pollock,  Washington,  Scott,  Plain  Grove  and  Pulaski.  The  East 
New  Castle  institute  was  a  combination  of  New  Castle  borough  and  of  several 
of  the  adjacent  districts,  consequently  was  attended  by  a  sufiicient  number 
of  teachers  to  make  it  beneficial.  Whenever  it  was  possible  the  county  su- 
perintendent met  with  the  teachers  and  aided  in  the  exercises.     The  exercises 
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of  the  institutes  consisted  of  class  drills,  discussions  on  the  best  methods  <s£ 
-conducting  classes,  and  theory  of  teaching. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  are  read  regularly  in  every  school  as 
a  devotional  exercise;  in  many  of  the  schools  by  the  scholars  and  teacher,  in 
others  by  the  teacher  alone,  with  prayer.  The  effect  upon  the  schools  of 
reading  the  Word  of  God  is  surely  productive  of  great  good,  when  done  in  a 
proper  manner  and  spirit,  and  should  be  practiced  in  every  school. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  common  school  system  is  generally  regarded  in 
its  true  light  by  the  citizens  of  this  county.  The  elevation  of  the  teachers' 
qualifications  is  desired,  and  the  general  improvement  of  the  system  is  meet- 
ing the  hearty  co-operation  and  approval  of  directors  and  citizens. 

Suggestions  and  Remarks. — Notwithstanding  the  unhappy  condition  of  our 
country,  and  the  absence  of  more  than  three-fourths  of  our  most  worthy  m-ale 
teachers  in  the  army,  we  had  one  of  the  most  successful  institutes  ever  held 
in  the  county.  There  were  upwards  of  100  teachers  in  attendance,  most  of 
whom  became  active  members.  The  institute  was  favored  with  the  lectures 
of  Prof  Bates,  which  were  received  with  universal  satisfaction  and  profit. 
Profs.  Black  and  Vincent,  of  Westminster  college,  each  delivered  an  able 
and  instructive  address.  The  principals  of  the  New  Castle  borough  and 
East  New  Castle  schools,  and  others,  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the  insti- 
tute, and  all  the  teachers  seemed  to  be  satisfied  with  the  results  of  the  exer- 
cises. We  have  no  special  suggestions  to  make  in  addition  to  those  recom- 
mended by  the  School  Department.  It  is  our  intention,  as  fast  as  possible, 
to  raise  the  standard  of  the  teachers'  qualifications,  to  have  our  district 
institutes  promptly  and  faithfully  attended,  to  urge  the  absolute  necessity  of 
having  apparatus  of  every  kind  in  our  schools,  to  recommend  to  school  di- 
rectors and  citizens  to  have  their  school  grounds  inclosed,  shade  trees  planted, 
and  play-grounds  improved  by  ornamental  trees  and  flowers. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  use  every  possible  effort  to  secure  co-operation. 
In  these  trying  times,  when  the  very  existence  of  our  institutions  is  threat- 
ened b}''  an  enraged  enemy,  it  becomes  the  true  friends  of  education,  every 
philanthropist,  to  lay  aside  all  political  preferences  and  all  educational  differ- 
ences, and  stand  up,  hand  in  hand,  as  a  mighty  phalanx,  for  the  support  and 
re-establislunent  of  our  glorious  Union,  based  upon  the  principles  of  holiness, 
justice  and  universal  liberty.  Let  us  co-operate  cordially,  then,  in  the  great 
work  of  training  up  our  youth,  so  that  when  this  wicked  rebellion  shall  come 
to  a  close,  by  means  of  common  school  instruction,  by  means  of  the  purity 
of  our  national  institutions,  we  may  stand  in  truth  the  asylum  of  the  world. 
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School  Houses. — A  new  building  was  erected  in  East  Hanover  district,  m 
place  of  the  old  one,  which  was  entirely  insufficient.  It  is  built  of  brick, 
conveniently  arranged,  and  is  one  of  the  best  school  houses  in  the  county. 
The  whole  number  of  school  houses  that  are  so  insufficient  as  to  be  uncom- 
fortable and  injurious  to  the  pupils,  is  21.  Of  these.  2  are  in  North  Annville, 
2  in  South  Annville,  1  in  East  Hanover,  3  in  Heidelberg,  1  in  Jackson,  6  in 
Swatara  and  6  in  Union. 

Furniture. — One  of  the  school  rooms  in  Lebanon  borough  was  supplied 
with  new  desks,  of  an  improved  kind,  and  greatly  superior  to  the  old  ones. 
There  are  about  30  school  houses  in  the  county  that  have  inconvenient  and 
injurious  furniture. 

Apparatuii. — The  schools  of  Lebanon  borough  were  supplied  with  Pelton'S' 
outline  maps,  Sanders's  elocutionary  charts,  and  a  Bible  for  each  school.  The 
schools  in  South  Annville  were  likewise  supplied  with  elocutionary  charts. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  very  few,  if  any,  of  our  schools,  have  a  sufficiency  of 
apparatus.  No  one  who  is  conversant  with  schools  need  be  told  of  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  having  them  well  furnished  with  apparatus.  It 
must  be  evident  to  all,  that  those  which  have  it  can  be  made  far  more  inter- 
esting and  profitable  than  those  which  are  destitute. 

Schools. — None  have  been  graded  during  the  past  year,  though  it  should 
have  been  done  in  all  these  villages,  viz :  Jonestown,  Annville,  Scbeaffers- 
town,  Meyerstown,  Fredericksljurgand  CampbellstoAvn.  The  expense,  which 
some  seem  to  fear,  would  hardly  be  greater  than  it  now  is,  and  the  schools 
would  be  very  much  improved.  In  Lebanon  and  North  Lebanon  the  schools 
are  graded,  but  it  is  imperfectly  done.  Scholars  are  too  often  promoted 
to  a  higher  school,  not  because  they  have  reached  a  certain  standard  in 
qualifications,  but  for  the  purpose  of  making  room.  The  whole  difficulty  lies 
in  this,  that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  school  rooms  for  the  primary 
and  intermediate  schools.  These  are  entirely  too  much  crowded,  and  scholars 
are  promoted  to  make  room  for  others,  and  for  nothing  else.  One  of  the 
results  of  this  system  of  promotion  is,  that  the  scholars,  being  hurried  through 
the  different  schools,  often  reach  the  very  highest  at  the  age  of  10  or  12  years ; 
and  they,  as  well  as  their  parents,  infer  from  this,  that  inasmuch  as  they  have 
passed  through  all  the  schools,  their  education  has  been  compTeted.  They 
are  taken  from  school,  many  of  them  before  they  are  14  years  old,  and  very 
young  children  fill  the  high  schools. 

Teachers. — We  have  163  teachers.  Twelve  hold  county  certificates,  and 
gave  full  satisfaction  ;  forty  did  very  well ;  eighty  were  tolerable,  and  thirty- 
three  were  incompetent.     Seventeen  females  were  employed.     Twelve  of 
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these  taught  in  the  town  of  Lebanon,  and  only  five  in  the  country.  The 
directors  in  many  of  the  rural  districts  are  under  the  wrong  impression  that 
ladies  are  not  calculated  to  be  teachers.  There  are  not  a  few  directors  who 
prefer,  for  a  teacher,  a  young  man  at  16  and  poorly  qualified,  to  an  intelli- 
gent and  experienced  female  teacher.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  sen- 
timent prevails  in  many  of  the  German  counties,  and  especially  at  this  time, 
when  so  many  of  our  best  male  teachers  are  in  the  army,  and  when  so  many 
eompetent  ladies  are  asking  permission  to  fill  their  places  in  the  school  roona. 

Visifation. — All  the  schools  were  visited  excey-t  two,  both  of  which  were 
closed  earlier  than  the  time  represented  to  me.  Twelve  were  visited  four 
times,  and  ten  received  three  visits.  Never  did  I  find  traveling  so  disagreeable 
as  during  the  last  session;  many  of  the  roads  were  impassable.  In  a  ma- 
jority of  districts  the  directors  visited  monthly;  and  there  is  hardly  a  school 
that  is  not  visited  occasionally  by  parents,  but  this  practice  is  not  very  general. 

District  Institutes. — There  are  sixteen  district*  in  this  county.  All  but 
two  had  institutes,  which  met  regularly  daring  the  term.  One  of  the  two 
districts  alluded  to  is  in  the  mountains,  and  has  but  one  teacher.  The  other 
is  Heidelberg,  has  twelve  teachers,  but  no  institute  worth  mentioning.  The 
directors  in  this  district  gave  the  matter  into  the. teachers'  hands,  expecting 
that  they  would  agree  upon  time,  place  and  programme  that  would  be 
most  suitable.  The  teachers,  however,  differed  on  all  points.  Some  were 
in  favor  of  meeting  in  the  forenoon,  others  in  the  afternoon,  and  others  again 
in  the  evening.  This  institute  failed  completely.  "A  house  divided  against 
itself  cannot  stand. "  These  facts  have  beenmentioncd  to  show  the  importance 
of  directors  taking  the  matter  in  hand,  and  legislating  upon  the  subject  as 
the  law  requires.  The  other  districts  did  far  better  than  was  expected. — 
"Whole  number  of  meetings  held  in  all  the  districts,  120.  Whole  number  of 
teachers  that  attended,  150.  These  institutes  have  been  conducted,  in  nea»ly 
all  cases,  like  schools,  with  this  exception,  that  in  all  there  was  a  discussion 
occasionally.  Not  a  single  act  in  the  school  law  meets  with  more  favor  than 
the  one  which  makes  the  month  uniform  throughout  thaState,  and  establishes 
the  district  institute. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  are  daily  read  in  nearly  every  school. 
Singing  in  about  three-fourths  of  the  schools.  The  books  used  are  the  Union 
hymn  book.  Day  School  Bell,  Sabbath  School  Bell  and  Golden  Chain.  In 
about  one-half  of  the  schools  moral  instruction  was  imparted  orally;  in  very 
few  by  means  of  a  text-book.  There  is  evidently  very  little  system  evinced 
in  giving  this  kind  of  instruction. 

Public  Sentiment. — Though  the  school  system  does  not  meet  with  any  open 
and  concerted  opposition,  yet  it  has  its  enemies.  The  opposition  comes 
mainly  from  three  distinct  classes  of  persons.  The  first  and  largest  class  is 
Bjade  up  of  those  who  say,  "  Education  is  all  a  humbug,  it  makes  people  bad ; 
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a  little  reading,  writing  and  cyphering  is  all  that  is  necessary,  and  this  could 
be  acquired  under  the  old  way. "  The  second  class  are  those  who  haye  heavy- 
taxes  to  pay,  and  no  children  to  educate.  Then  again,  we  haye  those  who 
think  it  better  to  encourage  private  schools,  who  believe  that  these  are  better 
adapted  to  their  children.  Thej  do  not  directly  oppose  the  common  schools, 
but  withhold  all  their  influence.  Where  the  system  is  most  earnestly  and 
faithfully  administered,  it  meets  with  the  least  dissatisfaction  and  the  least 
opposition. 
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New  School  HouHes. — There  were  10  new  school  houses  built  during  the  year. 
In  Heidleberg  4;  in  Lynn  1;  in  Lower  Milford  1  ;  in  Lower  Macungie  1; 
in  Salisbury  1 ;  in  Washington  2.  Most  of  them  conforming,  in  a  considera- 
ble degree,  to  the  plans  given  by  the  Department.  The  following  are  con- 
sidered to  be  either  insufficient,  uncomfortable,  or  injurious  to  the  pupils: 
In  Heidleberg  2,  named  the  Water  Pond  and  the  Pleasant  Corner  school 
houses ;  in  Lowhill  4,  named  Peters,  Scheirer's,  Klotz's  and  Lowhill  Church 
school  houses;  in  Lower  Macungie  3,  named  Hartzell's,  Marsteller's  and  Le- 
high Church  school  houises;  in  North  Whitehall  2,  named  the  Slate  Quarry 
and  Gross's  school  houses;  in  South  Whitehall  1,  named  the  Margratel  school 
house.  There  are  also  a  few  more  houses  in  some  other  districts  which  are 
not  as  good  as  might  be  desired.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  lapse  of  a 
year  or  two,  at  most,  these  houses  will  be  supplanted  by  better  ones.  I  am 
happy  to  inform  the  Department  that  in  some  of  the  districts  above  named 
the  directors  are  making  efforts  to  remedy  this  evil. 

Furniture. — South  Whitehall  furnished  3,  one  with  good,  plain,  substantial 
and  convenient  furniture  of  the  modern  style,  the  desks  being  arranged  in 
tiers,  each  accommodating  two  pupils;  the  other  two  were  supplied  with 
desks  pretty  much  upon  the  same  style,  but  longer,  accommodating  four  or 
five  pupils  each  ;  Weisenberg  furnished  1,  but  not  in  the  modern  style;  Wash- 
ington furnished  1  with  desks  like  those  first  mentioned,  in  South  Whitehall; 
Heidleberg  also  supplied  1,  the  desks  being  of  a  very  inferior  kind,  not  much 
better  than  the  old  style.  The  new  school  houses,  with  but  two  exceptions, 
have  been  supplied  with  desks  of  the  modern  style.  There  are  in  all  about 
100  schools  which  may  be  said  to  have  suitable  furniture.  Tne  remainder 
still  contain  inconvenient,  and  in  many  instances  injurious  and  unhealthj 
furniture. 

Apparatus. — There  has  been  but  little  improvement  made  in  the  schools  ii^ 
this  respect.     A  series  of  small  outline  maps  has  been  introduced  into  afew" 
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schools.  These,  in  nearly  every  instance,  were  purchased  by  the  teachers 
themselves.  Another  slight  improvement  has  also  been  made  in  a  few  schools 
in  relation  to  black-boards,  small  ones  have  been  removed  and  their  places 
supplied  with  larger  ones.  The  primary  schools  in  the  borough  of  Allen- 
town  have  each  been  supplied  with  a  series  of  Sanders's  primary  charts. 

The  School. — The  schools  in  the  boroughs  of  Emaus  and  Millerstown  may 
be  said  to  be  partially  graded,  being  divided  into  primary  and  advanced  or 
grammar  departments.  The  schools  in  the  boroughs  of  Allentown  and  Cata- 
sauqua,  which  are  now  pretty  thoroughly  graded,  are  making  rapid  progress 
and  will  soon  compare  favorably  with  those  of  the  larger  cities.  The  schools 
in  the  rural  districts  are,  as  a  general  thing,  pretty  well  classified  in  respect 
to  readers,  but  in  respect  to  arithmetics,  geographies  and  grammars,  it  is 
quite  otherwise  with  many,  some  having  in  use  three  or  four  different  authors 
treating  upon  arithmetic,  and  two  or  three  different  authors  upon  geography 
and  grammar. 

Teachers. — There  are  in  all  188  teachers  who  gave  satisfaction,  including 
twelve  with  professional  certificates,  and  one  with  a  diploma  from  the  State 
Normal  school.  The  number  of  female  teachei'S  stands  the  same  as  last  year. 
In  the  rural  districts  there  were  but  5  female  teachers  employed;  these,  in 
every  instance,  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  position  they  held  and  gave 
entire  satisfaction. 

Visitation. — Every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  once,  and  33  were 
visited  a  second  time.  The  average  length  of  each  visit  being  \\  hours. 
During  my  visits  I  was  generally  attended  by  one  or  more  of  the  directors, 
except  in  two  townships.  The  school  directors  throughout  the  county  gen- 
erally visit  the  schools  pretty  regularly.  In  the  rural  districts  some  of  the 
parents  and  guardians  visit  the  schools  frequently,  while  in  the  towns  this  is 
very  seldom  the  case.  I  cannot  attribute  it  to  any  want  of  interest  on  their 
part,  but  it  appears  they  have  full  confidence  in  their  directors  and  teachers, 
and  are  willing  to  intrust  the  whole  management  of  school  affairs  into  their 
hands.  Yet  I  believe  that  an  occasional  visit  from  them  would  be  an  encour- 
agement to  the  teacher  and  a  stimulus  to  the  pupils. 

District  Superintendent. — There  is  but  one  district  in  the  county  in  which 
the  secretary  was  employed  as  district  superintendent.  He  visits  each  school 
once  a  month,  spends  an  hour  or  two  at  each  visit,  and  generally  delivers  an 
address  to  the  scholars  before  leaving.  If  this  system  were  adopted  by  all 
the  districts  there  is  no  doubt  but  that,  in  a  very  short  time,  much  good  might 
be  accomplished,  which  would  more  than  compensate  them  for  the  little  ad- 
ditional expense. 

District  Institutes. — At  the  commencement  of  the  term  there  were  12  dis- 
tricts that  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  school  law,  in  relation  t@ 
the  school  month  and  district  institutes ;  but  upon  duly  notifying  those  dig- 
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tricts  that  did  not  comply  of  the  danger  of  forfeiting  their  State  appropria- 
tion, 5  more  were  brought  to  conform  to  it.  Generally,  with  the  exception 
of  here  and  there  one,  the  teachers  were  very  attentive  and  manifested  a  great 
degree  of  interest  in  these  meetings.  As  regards  modes  of  procedure,  they 
are  somewhat  diversified,  consisting  mostly  in  reading  extracts  and  essays, 
delivering  addresses  and  orations,  answering  questions  from  a  query-box, 
discussing  the  various  methods  of  teaching  the  different  branches,  and  clasi 
exercises.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  too  much  time  is  occupied  in  discussing 
minor  points,  until  no  time  is  left  for  class  exercises,  and  at  last  the  institute 
becomes  monotonous.  A  part  of  each  institute  ought  to  be  set  apart,  and 
especially  devoted  to  class  recitations,  from  some  good  book  on  theory  and 
practice  of  teaching.  The  directors  in  most  districts  are  very  attentive  at 
these  meetings  themselves.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  on  several  occasions 
these  meetings  were  perverted  to  political  purposes. 

Moral  Indruction. — The  Scriptures  are  read  in  nearly  all  the  schools  in 
the  county.  I  believe  I  have  met  with  but  one  teacher  who  made  no  use 
whatever  of  the  Scriptures  in  his  school.  They  are  generally  read  in  the 
morning  as  an  opening  exercise,  without  note  or  comment,  followed  with  prayer 
and  singing.  Some  teachers  both  open  and  close  their  schools  Math  these 
devotional  exercises.  In  many  of  the  schools  the  German  Testament  is  still 
used  as  a  class  book.  As  far  as  I  know  no  text-book  on  moral  instructions 
has  yet  found  its  way  into  any  school  in  this  county. 

Public  Sentiment. — We  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  there  still 
exists  a  feeling  against  the  common  school  system,  especially  among  a  few 
of  the  wealth}^  and  older  citizens,  and  mostly  such  as  are  not  as  well  in- 
formed as  they  ought  to  be.  However,  among  the  more  intelligent,  and  those 
who  have  had  the  benefits  of  the  system,  to  some  extent,  the  prevailing  sen- 
timent is  strong  in  its  favor.  We  are  informed  that  many,  who  a  few  years 
ago  were  not  favorably  disposed  to  the  system,  have  changed  their  views 
and  now  give  it  their  hearty  approval.  Upon  the  whole  it  appears  that  the 
opposition  is  gradually  dying  away,  and  the  system  becoming  more  accepta- 
ble. 
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School  Houses  and  Furniture. — Number  of  houses  built  during  the  year, 
15;  still  totally  unfit  for  use,  122;  supplied  with  suitable,  furniture  during 
the  year,  14;  wnth  furniture  totally  unfit  for  use,  251 ;  destitute  of  a  chair, 
208 ;  supplied  with  apparatus  during  year,  none. 

Schools,  Teachers,  Examinations. — Number  of  schools  in  the  county,  421 ; 
graded  during  the  year,  none ;  still  without  proper  classification,  90 ;  in  which 
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the  Scriptures  were  read,  S.'^S ;  teachers  who  gave  satisfaction,  4-25  ;  increase 
of  female  teachers,  62;  public  examinations,  E)l ;  teachers  publicly  examined, 
350;  teachers  specially  examined,  by  request  of  directors,  7;  provisional 
certificates  issued,  321 ;  professioual  certificates  issued,  10;  certificates  en- 
dorsed from  other  counties,  33;  certificates  renewed  for  one  year,  76;  cer- 
tificates given  on  success  in  teaching,  6  ;  professional  certificates  issued  bj 
other  superintendents,  10 ;   applicants  rejected,  74. 

School  Visitations,  &c. — Number  of  schools  visited,  367;  institutes  and 
ether  meetings  held,  7;  lectures  by  superintendent  on  such  occasions,  27; 
short  addresses  to  pupils  in  school,  365;  days  devoted  to  official  duty  of 
every  kind,  278;  miles  traveled  in  discharge  of  official  duty,  3,108;  official 
letters  written,  3S3;  directors  present  at  public  examinations,  96;  citizens 
present  at  public  examinations,  960. 

I  have  concluded  to  present  the  body  of  my  report,  this  year,  in  tabular 
form,  as  a  more  definite  idea  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  schools  can  be 
conveyed  in  this  Avay  than  in  any  other.  This  plan  will  not  only  be  a 
change  in  the  manner  of  presenting  the  report,  but  will,  I  think,  be  more 
useful.  By  reference  to  the  figures  above  it  will  be  seen,  at  a  glance, 
that  many  things  are  still  wanting  to  make  the  schools  what  they  should 
be.  It  may  not  be  unprofitable  here  to  mention,  especially,  some  of  the 
districts  whose  school  houses  and  furniture  demand  immediate  attention 
from  the  directors.  Among  this  number  are  Greenfield,  Hanover,  Hollen- 
back,  Kingston  township,  Lake,  Lehman,  Newport,  Pittston  township,  Ply- 
mouth, Ross,  Sugar  Loaf,  Union  and  Wilkesbarre  borough.  A  more  seri- 
ous deficiency  will  be  found,  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  furniture.  As 
the  table  will  not  all  appear  in  the  published  report,  I  will  recapitulate  the 
deficiencies  in  school  furniture,  as  found  to  exist  in  a  large  number  of  the 
districts: 

School  Houses  with  Furniture  totally  unfit  for  Use. — Abington  9,  Bear 
Creek  1,  Benton  2,  Black  Creek  2,  Blakely  6,  Buck  4,  Butler  5,  Carbondale 
city  6,  Carbondale  township  3,  Covington  3,  Dallas  8,  Denison  3,  Dorrance 
4,  Exeter  4,  Fairmount  8,  Pell  5,  Foster  3,  Franklin  5,  Greenfield  10,  Han- 
over 8,  HoUenback  8,  Huntington  2,  Hyde  Park  1,  Jackson  6,  Jefferson  6, 
Kingston  borough  1,  Kingston  township  11,  Lackawanna  1,  Lake  6,  Leh- 
man 6,  Madison  3,  Nescopec  3,  Newport  3,  Newton  3,  Pittston  borough  5, 
Pittston  township  5,  Plains  3,  Plymouth  10,  Providence  township  7,  B  ansom 
3,  Ross  7,  Salem  5,  Scott  5,  Scranton  2,  Slocum  2,  Spring  Brook  1,  Sugar 
Loaf  8,  Union  5,  Waverly  1,  White  Haven  1,  Wilkesbarre  borough  19, 
Wilkesbarre  township  1,  Wright  2.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  figures,  that  in 
many  districts  there  is  not  a  single  school  house  provided  with  suitable  fur- 
niture !  And,  what  is  the  most  discouraging  of  all,  is  the  fact  that  several 
of  these  houses  are  new. 
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Apparatus. — No  change  iu  this  respect  since  my  last  report.  Nor  have 
any  schools  been  graded  during  the  year. 

Teachers. — The  number  of  teachers  who  gave  satisfaction,  I  estimate  at 
425. '  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell  the  number  to  a  certainty,  as  I  cannot 
visit  both  the  summer  and  winter  schools.  The  increase  of  female  teachers 
has  been  62,  or  about  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  teachers  employed. 
The  schools  have  not  suifered  on  account  of  the  change ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
it  has  been  an  improvement,  as  young  and  inexperienced  boys  were  displaced 
by  female  teachers  of  long  experience. 

Official  Visitations. — Of  the  421  schools  in  the  countj^,  only  367  were 
visited.  I  was  confined  to  my  house  by  sickness  nearly  four  weeks  during 
the  mouth  of  January,  and  lost,  thereby,  the  opportunity  of  visiting  the 
schools  on  my  programme  for  that  month.  My  visits  are  never  less  than  an 
hour  in  duration,  and  generally  1;^  hours. 

District  Secretaries. — The  number  of  districts  whose  secretaries  act  as 
district  superintendents,  is  about  the  same  as  last  year.  In  some- districts 
it  is  faithfully  attended  to,  and  the  effect  upon  the  schools,  for  good,  is 
abundantly  apparent.  I  regret  that  this  practice  is  so  limited  in  our  county. 
Messrs.  Levi  Jones,  of  Hazle  township,  M.  E.  Sanford,  of  Abington,  and 
Col.  Graham,  of  Carbondale,  are  about  as  good  as  a  county  superintendent, 
in  their  attention  to  the  schools.  Such  men  should  always  be  selected  for 
school  directors.  But,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  we  have  entirely  too  many  di- 
rectors whose  only  object,  in  seeking  the  office,  is  to  keep  the  taxes  down. 
They  do  not  care  a  farthing  "whether  school  keeps  or  not,"  if  they  can  only 
save  themselves  the  grief  of  having  to  pay  for  the  education  of  poor  children. 

District  Institutes. — These  have  not  been  helit  in  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  districts  of  this  county.  The  directors  have  failed  to  appoint  and  or- 
ganize them,  and  the  teachers  have  failed  to  do  it  themselves.  I  have  dili- 
gently and  faithfulh^  called  the  attention  of  both  directors  and  teachers  to 
the  law,  and  urged  a  compliance  with  its  requirements,  but  Avithout  success. 
I  am  strongly  in  favor  of  holding  such  institutes,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference 
to  my  last  report;  but  I  find  that  there  are  obstacles  in  the  way.  Female 
*  teachers,  in  rural  districts  containing  a  hundred,  and,  in  many  instances, 
more  than  a  hundred  square  miles,  separated  frequently  by  mountain  bar- 
riers, cannot  travel,  on  foot  and  alone,  and  especially  in  the  winter  season, 
to  reach  the  places  appointed  for  the  meeting.  No  one  can  be  found  who 
will  be  willing  to  escort  them,  or  furnish  them  the  means  of  conveyance,  free 
of  charge,  every  alternate  Saturday,  to  attend  those  meetings.  "Who  will 
organize  the  meeting,  and  conduct  the  exercises  for  them,  when  they  get 
there  ?     It  would  be  impossible  for  male  teachers  to  do  it,  in  many  instances. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  have  been  regularly  read  in  a  little 
more  than  half  of  the  schools.     No  special  text-book  is  in  use.     No  school, 
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however,  is  without  moral  instruction.     The  teacher,  whether  he  reads  the 

Scriptures  in  school  or  not,  can,  and  if  he  is  disf)Osed  to  do  his  whole  duty, 

will  instill  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of  his  pupils,  the  principles  of  morality 

and  virtue. 

Prevailing  Sentinient. — The  school  system  is  popular,  upon  the  whole,  in 

Luzerne  county.     Wherever  the  school  law  is  properly  carried  out,  the  people 

are  not  only  satisfied  with,  but  are  proud  of  their  public  schools;  but  where 

the  duties  of  the  office  of  school  director  are  neglected,  there  comes  up  the 

complaint,  found  in  the  report  from  Plymouth  :   '^The  practical  operations 

of  the  school  system  are  a  humbug  upon  the  people. "     The  fact  is  that, 

"Though  whether  good,  or  whether  bad, 
Depends  on  how  we  take  it." 

Our  schools  are  doing  as  well  as  could  be  expected,  considering  the  state 
of  public  affairs.  Many  of  our  best  teachers  went  forth  to  do  battle  for  their 
country,  and  the  schools  have  seriously  felt  the  loss  of  their  labors  and  in- 
fluence. Though  we  have  lost  in  point  of  experience,  we  have  nearly  or 
quite  held  our  own  in  regard  to  literary  qualifications.  The  standard  has 
been  steadily  advancing,  and  we  are  still  determined  to  "go  on  unto  per- 
fection." There  was  a  scarcity  of  well  qualified  male  teachers  last  winter, 
but  their  places  we^re  generally  supplied  by  females,  without  detriment  to 
the  schools.  The  cause  of  popular  education  has  a  large  place  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  feel  encouraged  for  the  future. 
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Souses — In  consequence  of  the  troubles  in  our  country,  and  the  high 
prices  of  building  materials,  there  have  not  been  so  many  new  school  houses 
added  to  our  number  the  past  year,  as  had  been  in  some  former  years.  Only 
four  have  been  built.  One  of  these,  in  Clinton  district,  is  a  first-class  brick 
house, thirty-two  by  thirty-six  feet,  tastefully  finished,  and  supplied  with  a  very 
fine  black-board,  but  is  destitute  of  some  other  articles  of  apparatus.  The 
other  three  ar-e  only  second  or  third-rate  houses.  They  are  located,  one  in 
Anthony,  one  in  Cummings,  and  one  in  Wolf  districts.  With  the  exception 
of  a  few  houses  that  have  undergone  some  improvement,  they  are  about  the 
same  as  in  former  years,  with  a  reasonable  allowance  made  for  wear,  decay 
and  damage.'  Pour  of  these  were  supplied  with  new  seats  and  desks  during 
the  year. 

New  Schoolfi. — Three  new  schools  were  organized  during  the  year;  one 
of  these  in  Anthony,  one  in  Cummings,  and  one  in  Nippenose  districts. — 
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The  former  two  were  supplied  with  new  houses;  the  latter  one  was  taught 
in  a  rented  room. 

Furniture. — With  the  exception  of  the  four  houses  just  alluded  to,  it  re- 
mains about  the  same  as  last  year.  I  would  simpl}'  suggest  the  propriety 
of  having  each  house  supplied  with  at  least  one  substantial  chair. 

Appm-atuH. — There  are  about  twenty  houses  in  the  county  supplied  with 
maps  of  the  United  States.  All  the  houses,  with  two  or  three  exceptions, 
are  supplied  with  black  boards ;  but,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  these  are  quite 
too  small.  The  new  houses  which  have  been  built  within  the  last  four  years 
are  generally  supplied  with  good  black-boards.  Other  apparatus  found  in 
schools  mostly  belongs  to  the  teachers. 

Eaeaminations. — During  the  year  I  held  forty-five  public  examinations. 
In  eight  districts,  at  the  time  of  the  fall  examinations,  no  teachers  attended. 
Although  1  had  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  published  in  three  papers  in 
the  county,  yet,  in  some  districts,  the  directors  had  not  seen  the  notices,  and 
in  a  few  districts  there  were  no  resident  teachers.  At  five  of  the  examinations, 
all  the  directors  were  present;  at  seven,  five  were  present;  at  eight,  four 
were  present;  at  ten,  three  were  present;  at  seven,  two  were  present;  at 
six,  one  was  present;  and  at  two,  none.  In  regard  to  the  attendance  of 
citizens,  1  am  not  prepared  to  give  the  numbers  attending  at  each  place; 
l»ut  they  varied  from  sixty  down  to  two.  At  the  examinations  during  the 
year,  three  hundred  and  seventeen  candidates  presented  themselves  for  ex- 
amination. Of  this  number,  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  received  certifi- 
•ates,  uuU  foriy-one  were  rejected.  Where  the  class  was  very  large,  I  had 
recourse  to  the  written  form  of  examination  to  a  considerable  extent;  but 
where  it  was  small,  I  used  the  verbal  form,  as  being  much  more  satisfactory 
to  directors  and  spectators;  and,  in  the  excitement  of  an  examination,  a 
teacher  can  generally  speak  better  than  he  can  write. 

Teutfier^. — In  regard  to  teachers,  the  war  has  made  such  heavy  drafts 
upon  them,  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  taking  a  large  number  into  their 
ranks,  with  inferior  qualifications,  in  order  to  have  all  the  schools  filled  dur- 
ing the  winter  months.  The  result  of  this  was,  what  might  reasonably  be 
expected,  more  dissatisfaction  by  parents,  and  more  removals  of  teachers, 
than  had  been  for  three  years  immediately  preceding. 

Graded  Schools. — There  have  been  the  same  number  of  graded  schools  in 
the  county  that  were  reckoned  in  my  former  report,  viz:  Five  in  Jersey 
Shore,  two  in  Salladasburg,  two  in  Newberry,  fourteen  in  Williamsport,  tw© 
ia  Montoursville,  six  in  Muucy,  and  two  in  Hughesville. 

Visual ioiia. — During  the  year  I  made  three  hundred  and  twenty-four 
school  visits.  Some  of  these  were  to  subscription  schools,  as  I  always  pay 
the  same  attention  to  them  that  I  do  to  those  supported  by  public  money. 
They  are  mostly  taught  in  the  same  houses,  by  the  same  teachers,  or  those 


LYCOMING  COUNTY.  119 

who  intend  to  become  public  teachers,  and  the  schools  are  composed  of  the 
same  scholars;  consequently,  I  always  deem  it  as  much  my  duty  to  visit 
them,  and  impart  useful  instruction  to  both  teacher  and  pupils,  as  it  is  to 
perform  the  same  duties  in  public  schools.  I  visited  every  school  house 
in  the  county,  with  two  exceptions,  once  or  oftcuier;  though,  in  a  few  in- 
stances, I  did  not  find  the  schools  in  session.  Eighty -four  schools  I  visited 
twice;  that  is,  once  in  the  summer  and  once  in  the  winter;  twenty-one  1 
visited  three  times,  and  five  houses  Avere  closed.  Tbe  average  length  of 
my  visits  was  one  hour  and  thirty-eight  minutes.  My  plan  of  visitation 
always  has  been,  first,  to  see  the  teacher's  system,  and  if  commendable, 
let  the  pupils  know  it,  so  as  to  inspire  them  with  confidence  in  him ;  if  found 
to  be  defective,  I  take  charge  of  the  school  and  give  them  my  plan  of  drill- 
ing some  of  the  classes.  I  examine  some  of  the  classes,  to  see  whether 
rudimentary  instruction  has  been  properly  attended  to,  and  close  by  a  short 
address,  commending  what  I  see  that  is  worthy,  and  pointing  out  what  I 
consider  defective,  and  the  remedy  for  the  evil.  I  also  endeavor  to  point 
out  to  the  children  the  rev/ard  of  diligence  that  will  finally  crown  the  in- 
dustrious. 

Moral  Training. — In  seven  schools  moral  instruction  was  imparted  by 
reading  pieces  from  books  or  papers.  In  fifty-seven  the  teachers  professed 
to  do  it  verbally,  but  to  what  extent  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  This  will, 
however,  be  according  to  the  degree  of  love  they  have  in  their  own  breasts 
for  morality  and  virtue.  The  great  majority  of  our  teachers  are  moral,  and 
get  a  good  example  before  the  children ;  but  where  such  a  variety  of  gifte, 
graces  and  abilities  are  required,  as  it  takes  to  constitute  the  complete  teacher, 
we  are  not  surprised  to  find  so  many  falling  far  short  of  it  In  the  days 
of  childhood  and  youth,  habits  of  industry  and  system  must  be  laid  ;  during 
the  same  time,  neatness  and  order  must  be  cultivated;  the  mind  must  be 
stored  with  science  and  literature  ;  the  pupil  must  be  instructed  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  morality  and  religion;  and  where  are  the  masses  of  chi!di-en  to  re- 
ceive this  instruction,  if  not  from  the  common  school  teacher  ?  Let  the 
season  of  childhood  and  youth  pass  away,  without  having  the  principles  of 
morality  impressed  upon  the  mind,  and  the  greater  amount  of  knowledge 
they  obtain  is  only  preparing  them  so  much  the  better  to  fill  some  prominent 
position  in  the  high  places  of  wickedness.  Let  the  teacher  endeavor  to  im- 
part such  instruction^  both  by  precept  and  example,  and  it  must  have  a 
hallowed  iufluence  upon  the  lives  of  the  pupils.  Let  the  fear  of  God,  and 
love  to  each  other,  be  solemnly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  children,  and 
sealed  by  faithful,  ardent  prayer,  and  we  doubt  whether  the  rising  gene- 
ration, when  they  shall  occupy  the  place  of  their  fathers,  will  be  called  upon 
to  witness  the  nation  purified  by  such  a  baptism  of  blood  as  the  present 
generation  is  now  witnessing. 
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Reading  the  Scriptures. — In  one  hundred  and  ten  schools  I  found  the 
Scriptures  read.  This  is  made  obligatory  upon  the  teachers  in  a  few  of  our 
districts.  In  some  schools  the  teacher  reads  a  portion  himself;  in  others, 
the  pupils  who  are  able  to  read  perform  this  duty,  by  reading  alternately. 
.In  twenty-five  schools  I  found  the  teachers  opened  them  by  prayer.  This 
is  highly  commendable,  and  should  be  practiced  by  every  teacher. 

Attendance. — The  attendance  in  many  of  the  districts  was  not  so  regular 
the  past  term  as  formerly,  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  small- pox  and 
diptberia.  In  sections  of  the  county  where  there  were  no  prevailing  diseases 
we  had  about  the  regular  attendance,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  schools 
where  there  was  dissatisfaction  concerning  the  teachers. 

Suggestions  to  Teachers. — I  would  simply  refer  the  teachers  to  what  I  said 
in  my  report  one  year  ago,  concerning  late  attendance,  the  importance  of 
having  the  school  room  in  proper  order  for  the  reception  of  the  children  at 
the  proper  hour,  and  of  commencing  school  at  the  specified  time ;  also,  for 
every  teacher  to  be  supplied  with  a  copy  of  each  of  the  class  books  used  in 
the  school,  so  that  no  pupil  shall  be  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  own  book  to 
supply  the  teacher  during  the  time  of  recitation,  and  likewise  that  he  may 
study  the  lesson  over  thoroughly  himself  before  coming  before  his  class. 
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New  School  Reuses. — Six  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  Four 
of  these  are  somewhat  defective  in  construction,  though  they  are  superior 
to  those  before  in  use.  The  one  at  Mount  Carton,  Hickory  district,  embodies 
all  the  advantages  of  first  class  oountry  school  houses.  It  is  a  finely  finished 
frame  building,  about  forty  feet  long  and  thirty  feet  wide.  It  is  ventilated 
by  lowering  the  upper  slides  of  the  windows,  and  heated  by  a  grate  in  the  one 
end  and  a  stove  in  the  other.  It  has  150  square  feet  of  black-board  surface. 
Due  attention  was  paid  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  pupils  ie  the  con- 
struction and  arrangement  of  the  desks  and  seats.  The  building  is  surmounted 
by  a  fine  cupola,  and  is  loeated  in  a  beautiful  grove. 

Furniture. — Number  of  school  houses  supplied  with  good  furniture  during 
the  year,  10,  number  yet  containing  inconvenient  and  injurious  furniture,  106, 
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Apparatus. — Nine  schools  were  supplied  with  maps,  charts,  and  globes. 

The  School. — The  number  of  graded  schools  is  the  same  as  last  year.  All 
our  schools  are  classified,  many,  however,  not  as  well  as  they  should  be, 
owing  to  the  diversity  of  text-books  in  use,  the  irregular  attendance  of  pupils, 
and  the  want  of  skill  on  the  part  of  teachers. 

Teachers. — Number  of  teachers  with  provisional  certificates  who  gave 
reasonable  satisfaction,  192.  All  our  professional  teachers,  19  in  number, 
and  32  who  taught  with  provisional  certificates,  were  eminently  successful. 

Female  Teachers. — Of  the  whole  number  of  females  who  taught  during 
the  year  60  were  unsuccessful.  Their  knowledge  of  the  several  branches 
being  very  imperfect,  they  were  not  able  to  give  that  thorough  instruction 
which  is  necessary  to  enable  pupils  to  prosecute  their  studies  understandingly. 
Lacking  energy  and  zeal,  they  could  not  make  the  various  exercises  of  their 
schools  sufficiently  interesting  to  awaken  the  attention  of  their  pupils ;  and 
lacking  firmness  and  constancy  in  the  execution  of  their  purposes,  they  even 
failed  to  secure  good  government.  But  whether  or  not  male  teachers,  with 
no  more  knowledge  and  experience,  could  have  done  better,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, I  will  not  venture  to  say.  About  30  taught  well  and  thoroughly, 
and  gave  full  satisfaction.  Against  the  rest  there  were  no  grounds  for  com- 
plaint, if  we  except  those  imperfections  which  may  always  be  expected  of 
teachers  with  limited  attainments  and  experience. 

Visitation. — I  made  379  visits  to  the  schools  of  the  county,  of  an  average 
length  of  2  hours.  All  the  schools  were  visited  once,  and  a  majority  ^mee. 
In  most  of  the  districts  the  majority  of  parents  do  not  visit  the  schools  at 
all.  Few,  if  Any,  visit  them  as  frequently  as  they  should.  The  directors, 
also,  in  many  districts,  neglect  to  do  their  duty  in  this  respect.  Some  do  not 
visit  all  their  schools  even  once  a  year.  There  are,  however,  some  exceptions. 
About  100  of  the  234  directors  in  the  county  seem  to  feel  the  importance  of 
their  position.  They  devote  much  of  their  time  to  the  improvement  of 
the  schools.  They  visit  their  schools  monthly,  and  perform  all  their  other 
official  duties  faithfully.  The  schools  under  their  jurisdiction  are  the  best  in 
the  county.  There  are  several  districts  in  the  county  where  to  be  a  school 
director  is  esteemed  an  honor,  to  which  none  but  men  of  virtue,  intelligence 
and  ardent  devotion  to  the  education  of  youth,  can  expect  to  attain. 

District  Institutes. — In  24-  districts,  institutes  were  held  during  the  school 
term,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  11th  of  April,  1862.  The  aggregate 
number  of  teachers  who  attended  was  not  less  than  230.  Nearly  all  the 
meetings  of  institutes  at  which  the  county  superintendent  was  present  (19 
in  number)  were  well  attended,  not  only  by  teachers,  but  by  directors  and 
citizens,  who  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  all  the  exercises.  In  three  or 
four  districts  the  institutes  have,  thus  far,  accomplished  little  or  no  good, 
owing  principally  to  the  indifference  of  teachers  in  regard  to  their  own  im- 
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provement.  But  wherever  they  have  been  properly  conducted,  and  regularly 
attended  by  teachers  desirous  of  improving  in  the  art  of  teaching,  they  have 
been  highly  profitable,  and  well  sustained  by  the  directors  and  citizens  gen- 
erally. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  was  read  regularly  in  226  schools.  In  68, 
singing,  prayer  and  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  were  daily  exercises.  In 
16  the  Bible  was  not  read,  nor  was  there  any  other  mode  of  moral  instruction 
used.  Seven  of  the  teachers  of  these  schools  were  dismissed — four  for  neg- 
ligence and  three  for  immorality.  The  effects  of  moral  instruction  do  not 
always  immediately  appear.  Teachers  should  never  be  discouraged,  however, 
because  they  cannot  always  see  the  fruits  of  their  labor  immediately.  All 
the  teachers  in  this  county  who  make  singing,  prayer  and  the  reading  of  the 
Scriptures  daily  exercises  in  their  schools,  who  seize  every  opportunity  to 
instill  into  the  hearts  of  their  pupils  Christian  morals,  are  in  a  high  degree 
successful  in  governing  their  schools.  They  seldom  find  it  necessary  to  inflict 
corporal  punishment,  and  yet  their  pupils  are  more  obedient  and  diligent, 
more  refined  in  their  manners,  than  the  pupils  of  schools  in  which  moral 
education  receives  little  or  no  attention. 

Public  Sentiment. — We  have  many  reasons  to  believe  that  public  sentiment 
in  reference  to  the  common  school  system  is  as  favorable  here  as  in  most  of 
the  counties  in  the  State ;  yet  we  know  quite  well  that  in  many  districts  the 
value  of  the  common  school  is  much  underrated.  Our  noble  school  system 
now  clearly  shows  its  superiority  by  its  results ;  and  where  it  has  any  for- 
midable opposition  there  must  be  either  an  inexcusable  amount  of  ignorance, 
or  an  unusual  degree  of  indifference  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  general 
intelligence.  The  people  of  this  county  are  intelligent.  They  acknowledge 
the  importance  of  general  education,  also  the  necessity  of  common  schools,  and, 
therefore,  no  formidable  opposition  is  to  be  expected  here.  But  the  time  has 
come  when  we  should  expect  intelligent  people  to  support  the  schools  and  not 
merely  refrain  from  opposing  ih^vn.  It  is  no  longer  enough  for  the  friends  of 
the  system  to  make  mere  prq/ession.s  of  ardent  devotion  to  the  cause  of  com- 
mon school  education.  They  must  show  their  appreciation  of  the  schools 
by  active  efforts  to  improve  them.  Were  the  value  of  our  common  schools 
ihily  estimated  they  would  not  only  be  "kept  open  and  in  operation  ac- 
cording to  the  requirements  of  the  school  law,^'  but  improved  in  jjroportion 
to  the  means  at  command.  In  nine  or  ten  districts  public  opinion,  in  regard 
to  the  improvement  of  the  schools,  does  not  seem  to  be  very  favorable.  Fifty- 
six  of  the  sixty-five  school  houses  in  these  districts  arc  unfit  for  use;  and  yet 
the  erection  of  new  ones  is  not  contemplated.  In  these  districts  are,  also, 
the  poorest  teachers,  and  of  course  the  poorest  schools  in  the  county.  As 
the  salary  is  much  lower  than  in  other  districts,  the  best  teachers  never  apply 
for  schools.     With  but  a  trifling  increase  of  tax,  the  schools  of  these  districts 
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could  be  improved  to  such  an  extent  that  thej  would  accomplish  more  good 
in  one  year  than  they  now  do  in  two.  Good  schools  generally  do  not  exist 
long  before  they  are  well  appreciated.  The  directors  of  Hickory  met  with 
violent  opposition,  a  few  years  ago,  when  they  determined,  witkout  regard 
to  the  cost,  to  erect  good  school  houses,  and  to  secure  and  retain  none  but 
the  best  teachers.  But  after  good  schools  had  once  been  established  the 
opposition  soon  passed  away.  The  people  of  Hickory  now  universally  ad- 
mire and  appreciate  their  schools,  because  they  have  realized  the  fact  that 
the  best  schools  are  always  the  cheapest  in  the  end. 
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Houses. — Only  one  house,  and  that  a  very  plain,  though  commodious  one, 
has  been  built  the  past  year.  There  are  some  ten  school  houses  in  the  county, 
too  uncomfortable  and  inconvenient  to  be  tolerated  longer.  Some  of  them 
are  ventilated  "not  wisely  but  too  well;"  a  few  are  badly  located,  on  a  pin- 
nacle, in  a  den,  or  by  a  marsh ;  and  others  are,  apparently,  as  well  devised 
as  possible  to  thwart  a  teacher's  normal  management,  and  provoke  pupils  to 
idleness  and  misbehavior.  In  some  instances  directors  cannot  procure  suitable 
grounds,  owing  to  the  selfishness  which  prompts  some  men  to  refuse  to  sell  a 
lot  for  school  purposes.  The  Legislature  can  easily  remedy  this  difficulty, 
and  should  do  so  immediately. 

Furniture. — Nearly  a  third  of  the  school  houses  are  improperly  furnished ; 
some  having  benches  which  pupils  cannot  occupy  for  any  considerable  time 
without  torture,  having  backs  too  nearly  perpendicular,  or  too  low ;  others 
with  desks  inconvenient  and  unsuitable  for  writing,  being  of  improper  height 
or  inclination,  or  bearing  too  many  specimens  of  jack-knife  sculpture,  prac- 
ticed through  several  school  generations.  But  in  most  of  the  houses  recently 
built,  the  furniture  is  comfortable,  and  corresponds  fairly  with  the  general 
style  of  the  buildings. 

Apparatus. — Of  the  82  school  houses  of  the  county,  31  are  sufficiently  sup- 
plied with  black-board  surface,  29  have  nearly  enough,  and  the  remaining  22 
have  an  amount  altogether  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  a  school.  Of  the  91 
schools,  58  are  furnished  with  outline  maps ;  10  have  outline  maps  of  the 
United  States.  In  a  very  few  schools  there  are  globes,  numeral  frames,  and 
other  articles  of  apparatus.  In  most  of  the  schools  the  black-board  is  used 
largely,  the  extent  and  successfulness  of  its  use  increasing  yearly;  and  the 
maps  are,  by  many  teachers,  used  with  much  skill.  In  all  schools,  blest  with 
teachers  who  know  how  to  instruct  by  means  of  black-board  and  map,  these 
articles  are  productive  of  intelligent  interest  among  the  pupils. 
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Schools  Graded,  Ungraded  and  Unclassified. — Sixteen  schools  were  graded 
more  nicely  than  ever  before ;  in  M'Veytown  and  Newton  Hamilton,  by  the 
principals;  in  Lewistown,  by  the  county  superintendent,  at  the  request  of  the 
directors.  The  schools  were  graded  according  to  their  attainments,  after 
examination,  when  necessary ;  but  the  gradation  was  imperfect  in  Lewis- 
town,  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that  the  schools  are  in  several  buildings, 
located  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  To  render  a  perfect  gradation  ap- 
proachable, all  the  schools  of  the  town  should  be  in  one  building,  which  the 
directors  ought  to  construct  forthwith.  Then  a  regular  course  of  study  should 
be  adopted,  and  each  teacher  have  a  specified  portion  of  that  course  to  in- 
struct scholars  in.  In  spite  of  existing  disadvantages,  the  schools  were  better, 
as  a  whole,  than  any  previous  year.  Nearly  every  country  school  was  well 
classified ;  some  very  skillfully,  a  few  quite  clumsily,  and  but  one  or  two  so 
badly  as  to  merit  special  dispraise.  Very  satisfactory  improvement,  in  this 
respect,  has  been  made  within  a  few  years. 

Teachers. — Of  the  96  teachers  whose  schools  I  visited,  13  holding  profes- 
sional, and  47  provisional  certificates,  gave  good  satisfaction.  Some  of  them 
were  highly  successful  in  their  method  and  spirit,  evincing  marked  fitness  for 
their  vocation,  working  the  sort  of  miracles  which  only  true,  full  teachers  can 
work,  in  the  tone  and  aim  of  individual  scholars  and  entire  schools.  Were 
it  not  for  exciting  a  weak  envy,  I  should  very  gladly  name  those  whose  suc- 
cess has  been  most  distinguished.  The  number  of  ladies  teaching  the  past 
year  has  been  25  per  cent,  greater  than  the  year  before ;  and  their  general 
success  has  been  quite  satisfactory.  In  some  instances  their  success  has 
been  so  great  as  to  dispel  the  deep-seated  prejudice  against  lady  teachers, 
which  man}^  of  their  patrons  harbored.  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  state  that 
a  few  have  not  been  nearly  so  successful,  though  none  of  them  have  been  as 
unsuccessful  as  some  of  the  male  teachers. 

Visitation. — One  school  was  not  in  session  either  time  I  was  through  the 
county.  Two  schools  I  visited  but  once ;  seventy-one,  twice ;  and  seventeen, 
three  or  more  times.     The  average  length  of  the  visits  was  about  2^  hours. 

District  Secretaries. — In  Derry  district  the  secretary  acted  as  district  su- 
perintendent during  the  greater  part  of  the  school  term,  with  excellent  effect. 
He  not  merely  visited  the  schools,  as  most  directors  are  wont  to  do,  but  he 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  entire  machinery  of  the  schools,  and  with 
the  "spirit  in  the  wheels,"  making  such  suggestions  to  teachers  as  his  own 
experience  in  teaching  well  qualified  him  to  make,  and  by  his  intelligent, 
sympathetic  interest,  doing  much  to  encourage  pupils.  In  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts the  secretary  did  not  act  as  district  superintendent,  though  in  many  of 
them  he  visited  the  schools  more  than  other  directors. 

District  Institutes. — There  were  eleven  district  institutes,  attended  by 
eighty-throe  different  teachers.  Eight  of  these,  attended  by  sixty-four  teachers, 
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succeeded  quite  satisfactorily,  three,  attended  by  nineteen  teachers,  lived  a 
very  feeble  life,  and  one  expired  definitely  when  the  term  was  half  through. 
In  the  case  of  those  which  prospered  best,  the  directors  insisted  upon  strict 
conformity  to  the  law  of  1S62,  requiring  the  attendance  and  active  partici- 
pation of  all  the  teachei's,  and  reducing  the  salary  of  every  one  who  neglected 
to  attend.  And  in  those  districts  in  which  institutes  flourished  least,  the 
directors  were  remiss,  not  exacting  attendance,  not  fulfilling  the  plain  re- 
quirements of  the  law.  In  the  best  institutes  the  regular  business  was  drilling, 
in  three  or  more  branches,  at  each  session.  In  some  cases  one  person  taught 
the  same  branch  the  entire  term ;  in  other  cases  teachers  were  appointed 
at  each  meeting,  for  the  succeeding  meeting;  the  former  mode  securing 
greater  unity  and  completeness,  the  latter  exercising  the  members  of  the  in- 
stitute more  generally  on  every  branch.  The  literary  exercises,  which  were 
uniforml}'^  too  few  and  too  inadequately  criticised,  consisted  of  essays,  orations, 
declamations  and  lectures.  These,  if  prepared  with  due  thought,  and  tho- 
roughly criticised,  must  always  be  exceedingly  useful  exercises  for  teachers. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  regularly  read  in  82  schools ;  in 
9  they  were  not  read.  Too  generally  they  were  read  as  a  matter  of  form, 
without  good  judgment  in  the  selections,  or  any  attempt  to  draw  from  the 
portion  read  its  obvious  lesson,  and  to  excite  in  pupils  the  highly  salutary 
interest  which  Scripture  lessons  are  intended  to  inspire.  I  a  few  schools, 
blest  with  teachers  of  ripe  experience,  good  judgment  and  religious  principle, 
these  exercises  were  rendered  very  interesting  and  beneficial. 

Public  Sentiment. — Probably  the  sentiment  which  prevails  most  exten- 
sively, respecting  schools,  is  placid  indifference.  If  taxes  are  not  made  very 
heavy;  if  scholars  do  not  confiscate  fences  too  liberally;  if  teachers  are  paid 
moderately,  work  a  little  more  than  full  time,  do  not  punish  any  but  other 
folks' children,  most  people  are  well  satisfied.  They  probably  think  schools 
good  things  in  the  abstract,  well  enough  in  the  concrete,  so  far  as  they  enable 
children  to  "read,  write  and  cipher;"  but  of  the  higher  branches,  many  are 
implacable  foes,  for  the  sufficient  reason,  that  those  branches  were  not  taught 
when  they  went  to  school.  One  rather  important  premise,  not  axiomatic  by 
any  means,  they  take  for  granted ;  namely,  that  they  themselves  know  all  that 
is  worth  knowing.  The  number  of  those  who  rightly  value  good  schools, 
has  been,  and  is,  steadily  increasing,  and  quite  a  respectable  minority  of  the 
people  of  the  county  are  thoroughly  alive  to  the  importance  of  excellent 
schools,  and  are  anxious  to  procure  good  teachers,  energetic  officers  throughout 
the  domain  of  education,  and  are  willing  to  use  their  money  to  acoomplish 
these  results.  The  eminent  success  of  some  teachers,  and  the  manifest  use- 
fulness of  their  efforts,  have  doubtless  done  much  to  win  this  greater  favor 
to  the  common  schools.  Lectures  before  county  and  district  institutes  have 
contributed  to  this  end.     Educational  journals,  principally  the  Pennsylvania 
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School  Journal,  have  done  not  a  little.  Possibly  the  educational  article& 
that  have  appeared  in  the  county  papers,  and  the  lectures  of  the  superintendent, 
have  not  been  wholly  ineffectual. 

Suggestions  and  Remarks. — To  realize  all  the  benefits  which  may  pro- 
perly be  expected  of  perfect  common  schools,  a  few  points,  now  mostly  ne- 
glected— some  of  them,  probably,  thought  of  doubtful  practicability — seem 
to  demand  earnest  attention  from  all  who  have  at  heart  the  best  interests  of 
their  country  and  race  : 

1.  Education  of  All. — In  this  county,  as  doubtless  in  every  county  of  the 
State,  there  are  some  children  who  are  receiving  no  education  whatever,  save 
that  which  Nature  furnishes,  and  that  which  ignorant,  often  vicious,  parents 
impart.  In  the  midst  of  schools,  they  are  growing  up  barbarians  ;  in  a 
country  in  which  the  institutions  of  government  and  society  are  framed  by 
the  people,  and  in  which  every  ignorant  person  is  almost  sure  to  be  a  dupe 
and  tool  of  unprincipled  men,  and  thus  a  useless  or  dangerous  member  of 
society,  these  children  are  failing  to  acquire  that  culture  without  which  they 
cannot  be  good  citizens.  This  ought  not  to  be  suffered.  The  State  claims 
the  right  to  punish  criminals ;  surely  it  has  the  right  to  give  children  such  an 
education  as  is  likely  to  prevent  them  from  becoming  criminals.  The  State 
needs  the  skill,  and  indu.stry,  and  intelligence,  and  virtue,  of  all  its  citizens ; 
consequently,  it  is  an  ujideniable  duty  of  the  State  to  furnisi)  all  necessary 
facilities  for  the  development  of  these,  and  then  cause  them  to  be  used. 

2.  District  Libra?Hes. — A  taste  for  good  reading,  which  involves  some 
appreciation  of  the  best  literature,  and  is  likely  to  lead  to  its  richest  veins, 
is  one  of  the  best  and  rarest  results  of  common  school  education.  It  can 
hardly  be  surprising  that  schools  do  so  little  toward  accomplishing  this,  when 
colleges  and  seminaries,  of  wide  fame,  do  no  more.  Yet  it  seems  entirely 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  even  in  the  common  school,  a  great  deal  more 
can  be  done  than  is  now  done,  if  teachers  possess  sufficient  literary  culture, 
and  a  library  of  suitable  books  be  at  their  command,  not  for  the  entertain- 
ment and  benefit  of  the  teachisrs  merely,  but  for  the  use  of  the  scholars,  under 
the  careful  guidance  and  advice  of  the  teachers.  Miscellaneous,  aimless 
reading,  is  of  very  questionable  benefit  to  a  child ;  but  wisely-directed  reading 
is  of  the  greatest  advantage;  not  only,  or  principally,  for  the  immediate  know- 
ledge it  secures,  but  chiefly  for  the  direction  and  habit  which  it  gives  to  the 
mind,  fostering  a  taste  for  whatever,  in  literature,  is  ennobling  and  beautiful, 
and  preventing  the  occupancy  of  the  thoughts  by  frivolity  and  impure  pleasure. 
Most  teachers  need  greater  literary  culture,  more  extensive  reading,  to  ren- 
der them  full  and  complete  instructors.  To  them  district  libraries  would  be 
invaluable;  and  by  using  these,  and  having  a  portion  of  the  time  of  district 
institutes  devoted  to  literary  discussions,  teachers  would  become,  in  some 
good  degree,  qualified  to  guide  their  pupils  into  the  pleasant  and  exceedingly 
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fraitful  fields  of  literature.  It  seems  that  directors  could  expend  a  portion 
of  the  money  raised  by  thera  for  educational  purposes,  in  no  way  more  useful 
than  the  purchase  of  a  hundred  or  two  volumes,  as  the  nucleus  of  a  district 
iibrary,  to  be  increased  yearly.  If  they  have  no  power  to  do  so  under  the 
school  law,  the  Legislature  could  do  many  worse  things  than  to  give  them 
the  power. 

3.  Correct  Views  of  Character  and  Life. — American  education  ought  to 
be  the  best  in  the  world ;  not  merely  the  most  liberal  and  universal,  but  the 
most  helpful  toward  developing  genuine  strength  and  beauty  of  character. 
It  ought  to  train  American  boys  and  girls  to  be  the  wisest,  noblest,  most 
virtuous  men  and  women  on  earth.  The  nature  of  our  institutions  renders 
this  possible  and  necessary.  In  all  our  schools  the  tendency  of  the  teacher's 
instructions  and  example  should  be  to  give  pupils  just  views  of  the  real  dig- 
nity, the  absolute  democracy,  of  labor;  of  the  proper  estimate  to  be  put  upon 
wealth — not  worshipping  it,  for  it  is  of  small  intrinsic  value — not  despising 
it,  for  it  is  meant  to  serve  noble  uses ;  of  the  regard  which  should  be  paid 
to  popular  opinion  or  prejudice ;  of  the  infinite  superiority  of  virtue  and  a 
good  conscience  over  any  position  or  power  gained  by  sacrifice  of  honor ; 
of  the  heaven-conferred  rights  of  human  nature  and  the  brotherhood  of  man- 
kind, and  the  duties  which  these  facts  impose ;  of  the  unspeakable  worth  of 
life  and  the  spirit  whieh  should  control  its  conduct.  Such  views  impressed 
on  the  youthful  mind,  and  through  the  force  of  habit  becoming  fixed  princi- 
ples, would  go  far  to  realize  the  brightest  visions  of  those  hopeful  spirits 
who  see  the  golden  age  in  all  its  transcendent  glory  still  before  us. 


MONROE  COUNTY.— John  B.  Storm. 

New  School  Houses. — Five  new  school  houses  were  erected  during  the 
year ;  two  in  Barrett,  two  in  Chestnut  Hill,  and  one  in  Coolbaugh.  They 
are  beautiful  and  substantial  buildings,  erected  according  to  plans  furnished 
in  the  Pennsylvania  School  Architecture.  The  interior  of  the  one  built  at 
Canadensis,  in  Barrett  district,  is  a  model  which  I  earnestly  recommend  to 
directors.  Only  about  tweiity-Bve  per  cent,  of  our  school  houses  can  }ye 
styled  good  and  note-worthy.  The  remainder  are  so  poor  that  they  are 
uncomfortable  and  injurious  to  pupils. 

Furniture. — Excepting  the  newly  erected  buildings,  no  houses  have  been 
supplied  with  furniture  during  the  present  year.  About  ninety  houses  have 
inconvenient  and  injurious  furniture. 

Apparatus. — One  school  in  Stroudsburg  has  a  set  of  outline  maps  and 
globes.  The  rest  of  the  schools  have  no  apparatus  excepting  black-boards, 
and  six  have  not  even  these. 
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Graded  Schools. — There  are  no  graded  schools  in  this  county,  except  In. 
the  borough  of  Stroudsburg.  The  good  results  of  gradation  are  so  obvious- 
here,  that  I  have  used  my  utmost  endeavors  to  have  it  adopted  in  other  dis- 
tricts. Not  until  our  schools  are  thoroughly  graded,  can  a  high  and  extensive 
course  of  study  be  introduced 

Teachers. — About  one-third  of  the  teachers  gave  good  satisfaction.  Only 
three  professional  certificates  were  granted  during  the  year.  The  number 
of  female  teachers  employed  this  year,  was  sixty  per  cent,  greater  than  last 
yeai*.  The  small  salary  paid  to  males,  and  the  large  number  of  them  that 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  iJaeir  country,  are  the  causes  which  increased  the 
number  of  female  teachers.  They  were  generally  successful,  except  in 
Stroud,  where  a  prejudice  against  this  class  of  teachers  materially  impaired 
their  efficiency. 

Visitation. — The  number  of  schools  visited  was  122,  each  of  which  was 
visited  twice.     Average  length  of  each  visit,  one  hour  and  forty  minutes. 

District  Institutes. — There  were  seven  district  institutes  held  during  the 
winter ;  whole  number  of  teachers  attending  them,  54.  The  happiest  results 
attended  these  institutes.  Without  such  a  provision,  our  school  system 
would  be  very  imperfect.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  in  several  districts  the 
boards  of  directors  compelled  the  teachers  to  teach  twenty-two  days  for  a 
month,  and  made  the  attendance  upon  district  institutes  optional  with  the 
teachers.  In  this  case,  when  the  teacher  had  no  higher  motive  in  view  than 
his  salary,  the  district  institute  was  neglected. 

Moi^al  Instruction. — There  are  125  schools  in  the  county;  in  43  the  Bible 
is  not  read.  The  effects  of  this  neglect  are  palpable  to  every  one  "  Know- 
ledge," unsanctified  by  religion,  "is  power;"  but  it  is  a  power  which  can 
only  ruin  and  destroy. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  present  school  system,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
was  several  years  in  advance  of  public  opinion  in  this  county ;  but  as  the 
good  effects  of  the  system  became  more  manifest,  public  opinion  became 
more  favorable.  It  is  difficult  for  the  people  to  judge,  a  priori,  of  the  merits 
of  any  public  measure ;  its  results  are  the  true  tests  by  which  it  must  be 
tried.  In  this  way  it  is  now  so  firmly  established  in  the  affections  of  the 
people,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  abolish  it. 

Suggestions  and  Remarks. — There  are  two  obstacles  which  impede  the 
full  operation  of  the  school  law,  viz  :  Poor  teachers  and  short  terms.  The 
first  obstacle  can  be  removed,  by  raising  the  salary.  There  are  good  teach- 
ers, but  on  account  of  the  meagre  salaries  paid  them,  some  have  left  the 
profession  of  teaching  for  some  more  lucrative  calling,  while  others  have 
gone  to  neighboring  counties,  where  the  salary  is  much  higher.  The  short- 
ness of  our  terms  is  an  obstacle  more  difficult  to  surmount.  Our  schools  are 
now  kept  open  but  four  months  in  the  year ;  just  one-third  of  the  time.     Six 
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mouths  in  a  year  is  the  shortest  time  which  should  be  allowed  to  a  school, 
and  this  term  is  the  great  desideratum.  But  it  is  difficult  to  increase  it  to 
six  months  in  this  county.  The  population  is  sparse,  and  the  county  and 
township  rates  are  high.  Bucks  county  can  keep  open  her  schools  7| 
months,  by  means  of  a  tax  at  2/^  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  schools  of  Lan- 
caster county  are  kept  in  operation  about  6|  months  in  the  year,  on  a  tax 
of  about  3  mills  on  the  dollar,  while  our  schools  are  kept  open  but  4  months 
in  the  year,  on  a  tax  of  5.6  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  facts  show  that  Mon- 
roe county  is  doing  more  than  has  generally  been  accredited  to  her.  Let  us 
hope  that  she  will  still  do  better  in  the  future. 
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School  Houses. — Franconia,  Pottstown  and  Lower  Salford,  each  erected 
one  new  scl^ol  house  during  the  year.  None  of  these  houses  demands  spe- 
cial notice. 

Unfit  Houses. — Montgomery  county  has  16  school  houses  that  are  unfit 
for  use.  Each  of  the  following  districts  has  one  such :  Cheltenham,  Con- 
shohocken,  Hatfield,  Limerick,  Marlborough,  Lower  Merion,  Norristowu, 
Pottstown,  Plymouth,  Lower  Salford,  Springfield,  Towamencin  and  White- 
marsh,  and  Lower  Providence  has  two  school  houses  unfit.  The  other  school 
houses  in  the  county  are  generally  quite  comfortable,  and  many  of  them  are 
structures  of  a  superior  character. 

Furniture. — I  do  not  know  of  any  house  supplied  with  new  furniture  during 
the  year,  except  the  new  ones.  There  are  204  houses  having  suitable  furniture, 
and  there  are  37  houses  whose  furniture  is  unsuitable  :  Cheltenham  1,  Consho- 
hocken  1,  Franconia  1,  Frederick  2,  Gwynedd  1,  Upper  Hanover  1,  New 
Hanover  1,  Hatfield  4,  Limerick  3,  Marlborough  1,  Lower  Merion  2,  Moore- 
land  1,  Norriton  3,  Perkiomen  2,  Pottsgrove  1,  Lower  Providence  2,  Upper 
Salford  2,  Lower  Salford  1,  Springfield  1,  Towamencin  1,  Whitema^sh  1  and 
Worcester  1. 

Apparatus.— ^The  schools  in  the  county  are  generally  destitute  of  appa- 
ratus. Most  of  them  have  nothing  more  than  a  black-board;  a  few  have 
outline  maps.  Some  of  the  schools  in  Norristown.and  Pottstown  are  pretty 
well  supplied  with  apparatus;  and  some  in  Bridgeport,  Horsham,  Lower 
Merion  and  Upper  Providence,  have  much  better  than  an  average  supply. 
Most  of  the  apparatus  in  these  schools  was  furnished  before  the  present  year. 

Schools. — There  are  261  schools  in  the  county,  and  of  this  number  56  are 
graded,  193  classified,  45  partly  classified  and  23  neither  graded  nor  classi- 
fied. 
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Teachers. — Of  those  actually  engaged  in  teaching  during  the  year,  235 
held  provisional,  and  26  held  professional,  certificates.  All  gave  tolerably 
good  satisfaction,  except  27,  and  of  these  only  one  held  a  professional  cer- 
tificate. There  were  72  female  teachers  engaged  during  the  year,  which  is 
nearly  eleven  per  cent,  increase  on  last  year.  Their  efficiency  as  a  class 
was  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  male  teachers,  and  according  to  the  salary 
paid  them,  they  were  much  more  efficient,  i.  e.  the  female  teachers  were 
generally  far  superior  to  the  male  teachers  obtaining  the  same  salary. 

Visitation. — The  county  superintendent  visited  most  of  the  schools  during 
the  year.  There  were  a  few  in  different  parts  of  the  county  which  were 
closed  at  the  time  he  visited  the  other  schools  in  the  districts  to  which  they  re- 
spectively belonged,  which  were  not  visited.  In  addition  to  this  the  county 
superintendent  has  to  record  his  regret  that  he  was  not  able  to  visit  the  3 
schools  in  Montgomery  district,  the  3  in  Horsham  and  2  or  3' in  Springfield. 
The  average  length  of  the  superintendent's  visits  was  69  minutes.  There 
was  a  lamentable  neglect  of  visitation  generally  on  the  part  of  parents. 

District  Secretaries. — Yery  few  of  the  districts  employed  their  secretaries 
as  district  superintendents,  but  where  employed  the  results  were  very  en- 
couraging. There  were  several  district  superintendents  whose  successful 
labors  deserve  special  notice.  I  shall,  however,  note  only  one,  and  I  select 
this  one  for  the  special  reason  that  he  is  in  a  section  of  the  county  in  which 
the  schools  have  heretofore  been  quite  poor,  perhaps  not  so  pour  in  the  district 
to  which  I  am  about  to  refer  as  in  some  of  the  adjoining  districts.  Ilatfield 
district  employed  its  secretary  as  district  superintendent,  and  the  effect  on 
the  schools  was  most  cheeringly  manifest.  I  think  that  the  appointment  of 
a  suitable  person  in  each  district,  as  superintendent,  would  generally  be  at- 
tended with  very  satisfactory  results. 

Districts  Institutes. — Thirty-one  districts  conformed  to  the  law,  and  held 
district  institutes  on  alternate  Saturdays,  or  they  had  an  equivalent  for  this 
by  two  or  more  districts  uniting  and  holding  a  joint  institute.  The  "modus 
operandi  was  usually  class  drills,  each  class  being  conducted  by  a  person 
previously  appointed  by  the  institute.  The  efficiency  of  this  part  of  our 
excellent  school  system  is  generally  acknowledged.  Two  districts  in  the 
county  failed  to  obey  the  law,  so  far  as  holding  a  district  institute  is  concerned. 
I  am  uncertain  whether  one  of  the  two  districts  which  I  did  not  visit  held 
an  institute  or  not. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  regularly  read  in  175  schools  in 
the  county.  The  New  Testament  was  used  as  a  class  book  in  17,  and  66 
schools,  with  shame  let  it  be  told,  neglected  to  consult  these  living  oracles. 
There  was  no  text-book  on  morals  used  in  any  of  our  schools.  Oral  in- 
struction on  morality  was  given  occasionally  by  the  teachers  in  most  of  the 
schools,  especially  in  those  in  which  the  Scriptures  were  read.     As  it  ap- 
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peared  to  me,  there  was  in  general  much  better  order  maintained  in  the 
schools  where  the  Scriptures  were  read  than  in  those  where  they  were  not 
read. 

Public  Sentiment. — Our  public  school  system  seems  to  be  increasing  in 
favor  with  the  people,  yet  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  obliged  to  put  on  record  the 
disgraceful  fact  that  some  are  still  opposed  to  it.  Eighteen  districts  in  the 
county  are  in  favor  of  our  school  system,  9  are  mostly  in  its  favor,  4  partly 
so,  2  against  it,  and  respecting  the  other  district  I  am  not  informed.  The 
ghostly  remains  of  opposition  which  continue  to  haunt  a  few  dark  places  in 
our  county,  are  sustained  principally  from  two  sources,  ignorance  and  avarice. 
These  two  enemies  are,  even  when  taken  separately,  very  difficult  to  conquer, 
but  when  they  combine  their  forces,  the  task  of  conquering  them  is  more  than 
doubled.  The  first  is  blind,  and  yet  can  be  overcome  only  by  light.  The 
second  is  stubborn  and  must  be  overcome  by  the  force  of  truth  ;  but  this  one 
has  the  key  to  the  citadel  of  strength,  for  he  has  access  to  the  purse. 

Suggestions  and  Remarks. — The  following  seem  to  be  some  of  the  prin- 
ciple obstacles  lying  in  the  way  of  the  complete  triumph  of  our  noble  public 
school  system  :  1.  Incompetency  of  our  teachers.  2.  Ignorance  of  some  of 
our  directors.  3.  Lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  parents,  and  consequent 
want  of  co-operation  with  the  teachers.  4.  The  fourth  and  last  obstacle 
which  we  purpose  noting,  is  party  politics.  There  is  probably  no  panacea 
for  all  these  evils,  and  yet  we  trust  there  may  be  found  a  specific  for  each. 
The  remedy  for  incompetency  of  teachers,  is  a  gradual,  biit  decided,  rise  in 
the  qualification  of  candidates,  even  for  obtaining  a  certificate  of  the  lowest 
grade.  I  regard  it  one  of  the  county  superintendent's  most  important 
duties,  to  attend  to  this  very  thing.  So  long  as  pigmies  in  intellectual  and 
moral  stature  are  honored  with  a  paper  bearing  the  county  superintendent's 
signature,  and  figures  representing  any  grade  in  the  various  branches,  so 
long  will  there  be  directors  found  who  will  employ  these  pigmies  to  educate 
our  sons  and  daughters.  The  second  obstacle,  viz  :  the  incompetency  of 
many  of  our  directors,  can  be  removed  by  enlightening  the  masses  of  the 
people,  by  means  of  public  lectures.  If  each  district  had  a  competent  dis- 
trict superintendent,  the  county  superintendent  could  accomplish  much  more 
for  the  school  cause,  by  delivering  lectures  in  diiferent  parts  of  the  county, 
than  by  visiting  the  schools.  The  third  evil  complained  of,  viz :  want  of 
interest  and  co-operation. on  the  part  of  parents,  may  be  removed  by  the 
same  means  as  have  been  specified  with  reference  to  the  second  evil.  The 
testimony,  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  county,  is  that  very  few  parents  mani- 
fest any  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  schools.  Very  few  visit  the  schools, 
or  inquire  into  the  progress  of  their  sons  or  daughters.  The.  last,  and  least 
excusable  barrier,  which  a  few  designing  men  have  thrown  across  the  rail- 
way of  school  reform,  is  party  politics.     I  know  of  no  remedy  for  this  con- 


132  MONTOUR  COUNTY. 

temptible  evil,  save  that  of  "letting  it  alone  severely,"  that  it  may  cure,  or 
rather  destroy,  itself.  May  a  merciful  Providence  deliver  us  from  these, 
and  all  other  evils,  and  lift  the  pall  of  ignorance  and  avarice  from  the  minds 
of  all  our  people,  so  that,  like  God's  chosen  Israel,  in  building  the  tabernacle, 
under  the  direction  of  Moses,  they  may  bring,  willingly,  the  needed  material ; 
and  may  He  also  raise  up  those  wise  of  heart,  and  skilled  in  every  manner 
of  workmanship,  who  shall  erect  a  beautiful  temple,  to  be  dedicated  to  the 
cause  of  popular  education,  where  God  alone  shall  be  worshipped,  Christianity 
alone  espoused,  truth  alone  revered  and  competency  alone  patronized.  Finally, 
let  this  imperishable  truth  be  embalmed  in  our  memory :  The  stability  of 
our  government,  ^nd  the  well  being  of  humanity,  depend,  under  God,  on  the 
intelligence  and  morality  of  the  people. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY.— Wm.  Butler. 

School  Houses. — No  school  houses  erected  during  the  past  year.  One 
house  was  effectually  repaired,  making  it  almost  equal  to  a  new  one. 

Furniture. — One  building  was  furnished  with  new  desks  and  benches. — 
The  desks  in  two  others  were  very  much  improved.  It  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to^state,  that  the  majority  of  the  school  houses  are  furnished  with  fur- 
niture suited  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  scholars. 

Ajjparafus. — All  of  our  school  houses  are  well  supplied  with  black-board 
surface,  excepting  two  or  three ;  even  these  have  black-boards,  yet  so  small  as 
not  to  be  of  much  utility.  One-third  of  our  schools  are  furnished  with  outline 
maps;  thirteen  others  have  large  maps  of  the  United  States,  while  the  Dan- 
ville high  school  has  maps,  charts,  outline  maps  and  globes. 

Graded  Schools. — The  schools  in  Danville  and  Mechanicsburg  are  graded. 
We  have  no  unclassified  schools.  Classification  has  always  been  made  a 
prominent  point,  in  my  advice  to  directors  and  teachers.  We  are  now 
reaping  the  benefit  of  these  suggestions. 

Teachers. — Owing  to  the  high  standard  required  by  the  School  Depart- 
ment, no  professional  certificates  were  granted  during  the  past  year.  The 
majority  of  our  teachers  rendered  satisfaction.  In  many  instances  the  im- 
provements in  the  recitations,  and  the  general  work  of  the  school  room, 
combined  with  the  increased  interest  manifested  by  pupils  and  parents,  gave 
abundant  evidence  that  teachers  are  beginning  to  realize  the  importance  of 
the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  are  striving  to  come  up  to  its  re- 
quirements. We  had  two  or  three  persons  last  year,  who  evidently  had 
mistaken  their  calling.  From  the  plain  hints  given  them,  I  do  not  think  they 
will  again  appear  in  the  educational  ranks  in  this  county.     We  had  an  in- 
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crease  of  20  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  female  teachers,  over  the  number 
engaged  the  preceding  year. 

Visitation. — An  increased  interest  is  manifesting  itself  in  regard  to  our 
schools,  on  the  part  of  directors,  parents  and  friends.  This  is  evident,  from 
the  frequency  of  their  visits  to  the  schools.  This  interest  showed  itself  in 
the  number  of  parents  that  attended  the  examinations  of  teachers.  The 
school  houses  are  generally  crowded  on  these  occasions.  No  better  oppor- 
tunity ever  occurs  for  addressing  them  on  their  respective  duties,  and  the 
necessity  for  a  mutual  co-operation  in  the  performance  of  those  duties. — 
The  whole  of  my  time  is  devoted  to- the  schools  Of  this  county.  Time  of 
visitation  to  each  school  one-half  day,  except  in  Danville. 

District  Superintendents. — No  district  in  this  couuty  has  a  person  filling 
the  office  of  district  superintendent. 

District  Institutes. — The  "institute"  is  an  established  fact  among  us,  and 
every  teacher  employed  in  the  county  was  a  member.  Anthony,  Derry, 
Limestone  and  Liberty  districts  had  separate  institutes.  The  teachers  be- 
longing to  all  the  other  districts  met  in  the  borough  of  Danville,  thus  bring- 
ing together  every  two  weeks,  for  mutual  improvement,  more  than  half 
the  teachers  of  the  county.  This  combination  of  districts  obviates  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  county  institute.  The  Danville  schools  being  in  session  9 
months,  and  the  institute  continuing  the  whole  term,  we  are  enabled  to 
carry  out  a  systematic  course,  that  is  not  attainable  in  the  ordinary  county 
institute. 

School  Term. — As  many  of  our  teachers  are  in  the  army,  we  may  safely 
say  that  the  war  is  affecting  our  schools.  Yet  it  is  a  source  of  much  grati- 
fication that  while  only  three  districts  show  a  small  per  cent,  of  decrease 
in  the  school  term,  a  portion  of  the  balance  has  increased  its  term  33  per 
cent,  over  the  previous  year,  thus  giving  a  clear  gain  of  nearly  10  per  cent, 
in  the  increase  of  school  term  for  the  whole  county. 

Moral  Instruction. — As  an  opening  exercise  the  Scriptures  are  read  in 
almost  every  school  in  the  county,  either  by  teachers  or  scholars,  in  some 
instances  by  teachers  and  scholars  together.  A  few  of  our  teachers  comment 
on  certain  occurrences  of  the  school  room,  for  the  purpose  of  imparting  moral 
instruction. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY.— Abraham  Kind. 

School  Houses. — One  new  school  house  was  erected  in  each  of  the  six  fol- 
lowing districts,  viz :  Allen,  Centreville,  Lehigh,  Moore,  Upper  Mt.  Bethel 
and  Lower  Saucon.     The  school  house  in  Allen  was  built  by  the  community 
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known  as  the  "  Dry  Run  district. "  This  is  a  good  brick  structure,  24  by  32, 
and  is  pleasantly  located  on  a  small  elevation.  The  furniture  is  good  and 
convenient.  The  directors  of  Centreville  erected  a  fine  and  costly  building, 
inferior  to  none  in  the  county,  and  perhaps  none  in  the  State.  The  furniture 
is  of  the  best  kind.  Considerable  apparatus  has  also  been  secured.  The 
school  houses  put  up  in  Lehigh,  Moore  and  Lower  Saucon,  are  excellent 
buildings. 

Furniture. — The  directors  of  Palmer  district  supplied  one  of  their  schools 
with  good  new  furniture.  A  number  of  others,  in  various  parts  of  the 
county,  have  undergone  repairs. 

Apparatus. — Black-board  surface,  in  a  few  instances,  is,  I  believe,  the  only 
apparatus  that  has  been  furnished.  A  number  of  our  teachers  have  secured 
considerable  apparatus,  at  their  own  expense,  thus  endeavoring  to  render 
themselves  as  useful  in  their  vocation  as  possible. 

Schools. — The  Easton  schools  are  the  only  ones  that  are  properly  graded, 
and  in  which  the  scholars,  after  thorough  periodical  examinations,  are  pro- 
moted from  one  department  to  another.  The  schools  of  Bethlehem  and 
South  Easton  also  have  a  good  system  of  gradation.  The  schools  of  Bath, 
Nazareth  and  Freemansburg  boroughs,  are  partially  graded.       ' 

CJa';^'>fi^<y.t''ov. — In  the  rural  districts  the  classification  in  som«  of  the 
branches  is  very  unsatisfactory.  The  reason  of  this  is  that  the  directors, 
with  one  exception,  either  have  not  the  moral  courage  to  make  a  selection 
of  text-books,  and  enforce  their  introduction,  as  the  law  requires,  or  they 
are  not  sufficiently  interested  in  the  subject. 

Teachers. — Of  all  the  teachers  that  were  employed  during  the  past  year, 
at  least  thirty  were  very  successful ;  and  the  rest,  except  about  fifteen  per 
cent.,  gave  reasonable  satisfaction.  A  few  were  dismissed  before  the  ex- 
piration of  their  term,  for  inability  to  govern.  Between  thirty  and  forty  of 
the  applicants  examined  last  fall  received  no  certificates,  either  for  want  of 
sufficient  qualifications,  or  failure  to  furnish  satisfactory  reference  as  to 
character.  A  number  of  our  ablest  teachers  having  joined  the  army,  in 
defence  of  their  country,  we  were  compelled,  by  the  force  of  circumstances, 
to  accept  the  services  of  some  comparatively  young  men,  the  most  of  whom, 
however,  I  am  happy  to  say,  gave  better  satisfaction  than  was  anticipated. 
Two  of  the  country  schools  were  in  charge  of  young  ladies,  whose  services 
were  as  valuable  as  those  of  most  male  teachers. 

Visitation. — About  one-half  of  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  twice, 
and  a  few  three  times.  The  rest,  having  but  a  four  month  term,  could  not 
be  visited  so  often,  though  a  second  visit  to  them  would  have  been  very  de- 
sirable, and  productive  of  much  good.  At  least  two-thirds  of  the  directors 
visited  with  me,  and  others  would  have  done  so,  had  circumstances  per- 
mitted.    Parents,  generally,  visit  the  schools  but  little. 
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Institutes. — District  institutes  were  held  iu  seventeen  districts,  as  required 
bj  the  late  act  of  the  Legislature.  The  rest,  except  Allen,  were  small  dis- 
tricts, and  the  teachers  usually  attended  institutes  in  adjoining  townships. 
The  teachers  of  the  borough  of  Easton  met  everj  Monday  evening  for  mutual 
improvement,  the  borough  superintendent,  Mr.  William  W.  Cottingham, 
presiding  over  their  deliberations.  ^  • 

Moral  Instruction. — The  most  of  our  teachers  open  their  schools  by  read- 
ing a  portion  of  Scripture ;  and,  in  some  instances,  the  scholars  that  can 
read  intelligibly  participate  in  the  exercise.  Some  fe^v  schools  repeat  the 
Lord's  prayer  in  concert,  and  a  few  teachers  give  oral  instruction  on  special 
occasions.  The  directors  of  Easton  furnish  text-books,  from  which  the 
teachers  read  a  lecture  every  day,  as  a  closing  exercise.  The  teachers  also 
exert  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  schools  by  their  good  example. 

Summary. — My  whole  time  has  been  devoted  to  official  duty.  I  paid 
over  three  hundred  visits  to  the  schools  of  the  county,  and  spent  at  least  an 
hour  and  a  half,  on  an  average,  in  each  school.  I  held  sixteen  public  ex- 
aminations, and  examined  over  two  hundred  teachers  ;  attended  and  organized 
eleven  institutes,  and  traveled,  in  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  nearly  three 
thousand  miles- 
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School  Houses. — Two  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  a  brick, 
building  in  Lewis,  and  a  frame  in  Lower  Augusta  districts.  These  houses, 
though  not  entitled  to  the  rank  of  "first  class,"  even  of  rural  school  houses, 
are,  nevertheless,  respectable,  both  as  to  size  and  construction,  and  answer 
very  well  for  the  localities  in  which  they  are  situated.  They  are  great  im- 
provements on  the  old  houses  which  they  have  superseded.  In  Turbutville 
borough  a  two-story  brick  building,  formerly  the  joint  property  of  the  direc- 
tors and  citizens,  was  wholly  purchased  by  the  school  board,*  and  remodeled. 
It  is  well  arranged  for  two  schools,  and  ranks  among  the  best  school  houses 
in  the  county.  The  directors  of  Zerbe  district  commenced  re-fitting  their 
large  school  building  in  Treverton  borough,  (built  originally  for  a  church,) 
and  progressed  so  far  as  to  render  it  fit  for  use  during  the  year.  They  intend 
making  additional  repairs  and  alterations,  which,  when  completed,  will  give 
them  a  pleasant  and  commodious  house,  sufficient  to  accommodate  at  least 
four  schools.  There  are  yet  in  the  county  23  school  houses  insufficient  in 
many  respects;  of  these,  17  may  be  designated  as  positively  uncomfortable 
and  injurious  to  the  teachers  and  pupils.  They  are  the  following :  Lower 
Augusta  district;  Lantz's,  Jew's  Hollow,  Wolf  and  Lower  Boyle's  Run, 
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Gearhart  district ;  Gearhart's,  Northuiiiberland  district ;  Nos.  1  and  2,  Rush 
district;  Rushtown,  Moore's  aad  River,  Shamokin  district;  Snydertown, 
Hummel's,  Cross  Roads,  Kaseman's  and  Ridge,  Turbut  distri.'t;  Para- 
dise and  Point.  Tlie  radical  defects,  all  of  which  exist  in  some  of  the 
liouses  referred  to,  are  very  limited  size  of  room,  extreme  lowness  of  ceiling, 
and  the  wonderful  facilities  for  the  introduction,  through  the  floor,  case- 
ments and  vralls,  of  the  pure,  but  somewhat  chilling,  wintry  air ;  while 
no  provision  has  been  made  for  the  escape  of  the  contaminated  atmosphere 
of  the  frequently  over-crowded  room.  While  there  are  several  school  houses 
neither  advantageously  nor  pleasantly  located,  there  are  none,  it  is  believed, 
Avhose  location  is  actually  unhealthy.  A  few,  the  locations  of  which  were 
unobjectionable  at  the  time  they  were  built,  are  now  most  unfortunately 
situated,  owing  to  the  public  improvements  since  made  in  their  vicinity. 
Three  houses,  particularly,  are  in  most  annoying,  if  not  dangerous,  proximity 
to  the  railroad,  being  in  two  cases  within  thirty  feet  of  the  track  ;  and  located 
as  they  are  at  the  termini  of  the  roads  where,  in  addition  to  the  passing  of 
several  daily  trains,  locomotives  are  almost  continually  puffing  and  screaming 
back  and  forth,  the  effect  on  the  school  may  be  imagined. 

Furniture. — No  improvement  was  made  in  this  respect,  except  in  the 
houses  built  or  refitted  during  the  year.  The  same  errors,  noticed  in  my 
last  report,  with  regard  to  the  construction  and  arrangement  of  seats  and 
desks,  still  prevails,  with,  however,  one  exception.  In  Turbutville  school 
house  the  seats  and  desks  are  arranged  for  two  pupils  only,  and  are  accessible 
from  each  side.  They  are  constructed,  with  slight  modification,  according 
to  the  plan  exhibited  in  the  Pennsylvania  School  Architecture,  page  19.t,  plate 
1.  In  the  other  houses  built  and  repaired  during  the  year,  the  seats  and  desks 
extend  from  the  central  aisle  to  the  wall  on  each  side,  or  arranged  along  and 
facing  the  wall,  so  thatthe  pupils  sit  with  their  backs  toward  the  teacher's  desk. 
The  benches  are  without  backs,  and  those  intended  for  the  small  children  are 
entirely  too  high.  Children  should  always  be  so  seated  as  to  allow  their 
feet  to  rest  fitmly  on  the  floor,  and  the  youngest  and  least  advanced  pupil  in 
the  school  should'be  allowed  to  sit  at  a  desk. 

Apparatus. — The  directors  of  Zerbe  district  furnished  the  advanced  school 
of  Treverton  borough  with  an  orrery,  and  with  terrestial  and  celestial  globes. 
These  were  successfully  employed  in  class  instruction  by  the  intelligent  and 
skillful  teacher  in  charge  of  the  school;  and  the  increased  interest  and  tho- 
roughness of  comprehension  displayed  on  the  part  of  the  classes,  were  suffi- 
cient to  have  convinced  any  intelHgent  observer  of  the  importance  of  these 
auxiliaries.  It  is  hoped  that  as  directors  become  better  able  to  appreciate 
these  aids  to  instruction,  no  school  will  be  unsupplied  with  suitable  appa- 
ratus. The  aggregate  area  of  black-board  surface  was  somewhat  increased, 
but  it  is  still  insufficient  for  thoroughness  of  exercise  and  instruction.     The 
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aggregate  surface  is  3,900  feet,  or  an  average  of  about  20  feet  to  each  school, 
which  is  altogether  too  small.  The  largest  area  in  any  school  is  130  feet, 
the  smallest,  6  feet,  while  there  are  3  houses  without  any  black-board  what- 
ever. There  ai-e  maps  or  charts  or  both  in  almost  every  school  in  the  county, 
and  some  are  well  supplied  in  this  respect,  having  a  full  set  of  outline  maps, 
and  charts  of  every  necessary  kind. 

Schools. — Milton  and  Zerbe  districts,  classed  in  last  report  as  having  graded 
schools,  have  adopted  and  carried  out  a  more  thorough  system  of  gradation. 
The  schools  of  both  districts  are  now  thoroughly  graded,  and  the  higher 
branches  are  successfully  taught  in  the  advanced  schools.  Turbutville,  in 
which  but  one  ungraded  school  was  held  during  the  preceding  year,  had  two 
schools  tolerably  well  graded  in  operation  the  past  year.  Owing  to  a  want 
of  uniformity  of  class  books,  many  of  the  schools  were  not  thoroughly  classi- 
fied, but  there  were  none  without  some  kind  of  classification.  This  is  an 
improvement  compared  with  previous  years. 

Teachers. — One  hundred  and  forty  teachers  were  employed  in  the  schools 
during  the  year ;  twenty-eight  with  professional,  and  one  hundred  with  pro- 
visional, certificates.  While  a  few  probably  of  both  grades  did  not  render 
themselves  popular  as  teachers,  a  great  majority  gave  reasonable  satisfaction, 
and  quite  a  number  were  eminently  successful,  and,  consequently,  were 
highly  esteemed  by  pupils,  directors,  and  citizens.  It  is  not  pleasant  in  mat- 
ters of  this  kind  to  particularize,  and  personally  designating  either  the  suc- 
cessful or  unsuccessful  would  be  likely  to  create  unpleasant  feelings  some- 
where. Suffice  it  to  say  of  oil  who  were  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  who  did  all  in  their  power  to  advance  the  interests  of  their  charo-e 
though  they  may  not  have  been  fully  successful — 

"Who  does  the  best  his  circumstance  allows, 
Does  well — acts  nobly — angels  could  no  more." 

The  number  of  female  teachers  employed  was  thirty-eight,  an  inci'ease  of 
seven  per  cent,  over  the  preceding  year.  The  increase  is  attributable  doubt- 
less to  the  force  of  circumstances,  a  prejudice  still  existing  in  many  places 
against  female  teachers.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  this  prejudice  is  un- 
founded, and  that  if  a  fair  test  were  made  by  the  employment  of  qualified 
females,  much  of  it  would  be  removed.  Persons  of  the  opposite  sex  fre- 
quently fail  to  become  good  teachers.  Are  males,  as  a  class,  therefore  unfit 
to  teach  school  ?  The  females  employed  in  our  schools  give  satisfaction  as 
generally  as  teachers  of  the  other  sex,  and  some  stand  foremost  in  the  ranks 
of  our  most  efficient  teachers. 

VisitcUions. — All  the  schools,  120  in  number,  were  visited  by  the  super- 
intendent once,  53  a  second,  and  several  a  third  time.     Average  duration  of 
visits  two  and  a  fourth  hours.     The  duty  of  visiting  schools  is  verv  much 
aeglected  by  directors  and  pa^rents,  several  schools  not  having  received  a 
10 
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single  visit  from  either  up  to  the  time  of  the  superintendent's  first  visit,  which 
was,  in  some  cases,  about  the  middle  of  the  term.  •  Whether  any  visits  were 
subsequently  made  is  not  known,  as  these  schools  were  not  reached  a  second 
time. 

District  Secretaries. — The  districts  in  which  the  secretary  acts  as  district 
superintendent  are  the  same  as  previously  reported,  namely:  Northumber- 
land and  Sunbury.  The  office  has  been  filled  for  the  last  six  years  by  the 
same  secretaries  in  both  districts,  and  the  duties  are  faithfully  and  efficiently 
performed. 

District  Inatitutes. — These  were  organized  and  held  throughout  the  county, 
but  not  in  every  district,  as  some  contain  but  one  or  two  schools  within 
their  limits.  In  such  cases  the  teachers  united  with  the  large  adjoining 
districts.  In  some  places  there  was  a  manifestation  of  indifference  or  re- 
luctance in  the  matter,  the  necessity  of  a  compliance  with  the  law,  in  this 
regard,  not  being  fully  understood ;  and  a  portion  of  the  school  term  was 
allowed  to  pass  without  an  organization.  Attention  being  called  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  law,  and  the  consequence  of  disregarding  it,  the  matter  was  cheer- 
fully and  earnestly  taken  hold  of,  and  institutes  were  organized  and  regularly 
heldduringtherestof  the  terra.  In  Turbut,  Point  and  one  or  two  other  districts, 
an  active  part  was  taken  by  the  directors.  If  this  course  were  generally  pur- 
sued, it  would  give  character  and  interest  to  tbe  association,  encourage  the 
teachers,  and  be  productive  of  much  good  to  the  cause.  The  teachers  of 
Coal  district,  in  addition  to  the  regular  sessions  of  the  institute,  held  weekly 
evening  meetings,  for  mutual  improvement.  Though,  as  a  body,  as  well 
qualified  as  any  teachers  in  the  county,  they  went  through  a  regular  course 
in  mental  arithmetic  and  other  branches,  at  these  extra  meetings.  Their 
example  is  well  worthy  of  imitation. 

County  Institute. — This  association  met  in  Northumberland  the  last  week 
in  December,  and  continued  in  session  four  days.  The  attendance  wap 
unusually  full.  The  attendance  and  co-operation  of  Prof.  Bates,  Elias  P. 
Schneider,  superintendent  Ileckendorn,  of  Union  county,  and  other  friendp 
of  education,  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  the  institute. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  regularly  read,  as  an  opening 
exercise,  in  fifty -three  schools;  in  some  by  the  teacher,  in  others  by  the 
scholars,  orteacherand  scholars.  Six  teachers,  included  in  the  above,  opened 
school  with  prayer.  In  sixty-seven  schools  the  Scriptures  were  not  used  at 
all.  Although  moral  instruction  was  not  imparted  by  means  of  text-books, 
nor  directly  in  any  other  way,  there  was  perhaps  no  school  in  which  gross 
immorality  was  allowed.  Public  sentiment  would  not  tolerate,  even  if 
teachers  Avere  disposed  to  wink  at,  enormities  of  the  kind.  The  leading 
principles  of  morality  should  be  more  generally  inculcated,  and  the  "fear  of 
the  Lord,  the  beginning  of  wisdom,"  should,  in  some  degree,  even  in  com- 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY.  139 

^moa  schools,  be  instilled  into  the  mind  of  every  child  in  the  laud.  Hence 
the  necessity  of  teachers  of  strictly  moral  character. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  prevailing  sentiment  in  reference  to  commoa 
schools  is  fav^orable.  In  the  non-accepting  districts  the  opposition  to  the 
system  is,  of  course,  strong;  and,  even  in  some  of  the  accepting  districts, 
there  is  an  element  of  opposition  to  the  system  in  general,  and  the  superin- 
tendency  in  particular.  Observation,  however,  will  warrant  the  assertion, 
that  this  opposition  is  less  powerful  than  formerly.  It  may  be  laid  down  as 
an  axiom,  that  the  common  schools  are  most  popular  where  the  system  is 
most  faithfully  administered,  and  the  laws  fully  carried  out. 

Non- accepting  Districts. — There  are  still  seven  districts  in  the  county  that 
have  hitherto  rejected  the  school  law;  they  are  Cameron,  Jackson,  Jordan, 
Little  Mahanoy,  Lower  Mahanoy,  Upper  Mahanoy  and  Washington.  A 
petition  from  Upper  Mahanoy  was  presented  to  the  court,  in  August  last, 
praying  the  appointment  of  four  directors,  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  school  board, 
two  directors  having  been  elected  the  preceding  spring.  The  vacancies 
were  accordingly  filled,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  appointed  directors 
forwarded  by  the  superintendent,  with  instructions  as  to  the  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding, in  order  to  entitle  the  district  to  its  share  of  the  State  appropriation. 
Corresponden-ce  was  solicited,  and  a  willingness  expressed  to  meet  the  di- 
rectois,  at  any  time  they  miglit  designate,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
teachers,  but  no  notice  appears  to  have  been  taken  of  the  communication ; 
at  least  no  reply  v.^as  received,  and  matters  in  that  region,  as  regards  com- 
mon schools,  remain  in  statu  quo. 

Suggestions  and  Remarks. — It  is  not  intended  to  suggest  any  "new  and 
improved  "  methods,  as  it  is  believed  that  a  faithful  local  administration  of 
our  admirable  school  system,  according  to  the  requirements  of  th«  law,  and 
the  able  and-  explicit  instructions  of  the  School  Department,  is  all  that  is 
needed  for  the  full  development  of  the  system,  and  the  rapid  advancement 
of  the  schools.  That  our  schools  are  improving — slowly,  it  may  be,  but  not 
less  surely — must  be  evident  to  all  who  have  given  the  subject  any  atten- 
tian,  if  they  possess  the  ability  to  judge,  and  are  sufficiently  divested  of 
prejudice  to  admit  the  facts  in  the  case.  Though,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  the  prospects  were  somewhat  gloomy,  and  fears  were  entertained 
that  the  national  troubles — from  her  share  of  which  Pennsylvania  has  not 
been  exempt — would  injuriously  affect  the  common  schools,  it  is  cheering  to 
know  that  these  fears  were  not,  to  any  considerable  extent,  realized.  No 
abridgment  of  the  term  was  made  in  any  district;  in  fact,  the  district  annual 
reports,  most  of  which  have  been  received,  indicate  an  increase  of  about  four 
per  cent,  over  186  I,  and  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  per  cent,  over  1862,  iii  the 
average  number  of  months  taught.  A  slight  reduction  was  made,  in  one  or 
two  districts,  in  the  wages  of  teachers;   but  it  is  believed  that  when  alltha 
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district  reports  shall  have  been  received,  this  item  will  be  found  to  be  about 
the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year.  The  faithful  and  efficient  co-operation 
of  directors  and  teachers,  the  uniform  kindness  and  hospitality  of  citizens, 
and  the  friendship  and  courtesy  of  all,  are  again  respectfully  and  sincerely 
acknowledged,  and  will  be  gratefully  remembered. 


PERRY  COrNTY— L.  B.  Kerr. 

School  Houses. — Four  new  houses  were  built  the  last  year:  Buffalo,  two^ 
Carroll,  one;  Madison,  one;  all  of  which  are  reasonably  good,  but  some  of 
them  are  badly  located.  Additions  were  built  to  one  in  New  Buffalo  borough, 
and  one  in  Wheatfield.  The  houses  of  Buffalo  are  all  tolerably  good  now. 
Several  old  houses  were  re-fitted,  so  as  to  make  them  as  comfortable  as  possi- 
ble. Many  more  should  be  re-placed  with  new  ones.  There  are  still  twelve  old 
houses  wholly  insufficient:  Carroll,  one;  Centre,  one ;  Jackson,  two;  Madison, 
one ;  Miller,  one ;  Rye,  one ;  Saville,  one ;  Spring,  one ;  Toboyne,  two ; 
Wheatfield,  one.  Newport  borough  needs  new  houses.  Many  of  the  houses 
are  so  located  that  the  pupils  step  from  the  school  room  door  into  the  public 
highway. 

Furniture. — None  were  supplied  with  good  furniture  during  the  year, 
except  the  houses  built.  About  one-third  of  all  the  houses  in  the  county 
have  inconvenient  and  injurious  furniture. 

Apparatus. — None  supplied  within  the  year.  The  majority  of  the  schools 
have  Mitchell's  series  of  outline  maps,  as  given  in  my  last  report.  They 
Avere  used  by  many  teachers  during  the  last  school  term,  with  good  success. 
Others  had  never  seen  such  a  thing  as  an  outline  map,  and  were  not  suc- 
cessful in  teaching  from  them.  I  made  it  a  point,  in  every  school,  to  hear 
this  exercise,  and  to  give  some  hints  and  directions  in  regard  to  the  manner 
of  using  them. 

The  School. — Graded  during  the  year,  two :  Buffalo  borough,  one ;  Wheat- 
field,  one.  There  are  now  thirty-two  graded  schools  in  the  county;  not 
graded,  one  hundred  and  thirty- three.  A  few  of  those  not  graded  are  well 
classified.  Most  of  the  others  are  classified  in  some  of  the  branches,  but  not 
in  others.  The  cause  of  this  evil  is  a  want  of  uniformity  of  text-books.  I 
labored  assiduously  to  get  directors  to  live  up  to  the  letter  of  the  law  on  thise 
point,  but  I  only  partially  succeeded. 

Teachers. — One  hundred  and  twenty-six  gave  general  satisfaction.  The 
proportion  of  female  teachers,  in  comparison  with  last  year,  has  increased ; 
the  number  this  year  being  33 ;  last  year  13.  About  two-thirds  gave  entire 
satisfaction. 
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Visitation.' — Number  of  schools  visited  once,  162;  twice,  10.  Average 
^Juration  of  each  visit,  one  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes.  Directors  and  pa- 
rents do  not,  as  yet,  visit  the  schools  as  frequently  as  they  should.  In  districts 
and  special  schools  where  this  duty  is  regularly  attended  to,  the  general  good 
effect  is  perceptible. 

District  Secretaries, — Only  two  secretaries  acted  as  district  superintendents; 
Centre  and  Tyrone  districts. 

District  Institutes — Seventeen  district  institutes  were  held,  on  alternate 
Saturdays,  under  the  act  of  1862 ;  the  teachers  in  these  districts  all  attending 
regularly,  with  a  very  few  exceptions.  Class  drills  and  discussions  were 
the  principal  exercises.  Some  of  them  were  well  conducted;  others  lacked 
life  and  spirit.  Two  districts,  Bloomfield  borough  and  -Miller,  held  no  in- 
stitute; nor  did  their  teachers  attend  in  other  districts.  It  also  appears 
that  the  teachers  of  the  latter  taught  every  alternate  Saturday,  thus  defeating 
the  object  of  the  law. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  regularly  read  in  131  schools; 
not  read  at  all  in  34.  No  other  regular  modes  of  moral  instruction  are 
used. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  intelligent  portion  of  the  people  are  favorable  to 
the  system. 

General  Reraarks. — Many  of  our  districts  have  too  many  schools,  making 
the  number  of  pupils  in  each  too  small.  I  have  observed  that  the  attend- 
ance in  very  small  schools  is  more  irregular  than  in  larger  ones.  A  school 
of  a  dozen  pupils  (we  have  a  number  of  such  in  the  county)  is  generally  a 
very  dull,  lifeless  aifair.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if  we  had  more  well  graded 
schools,  and  pupils  would  go  a  greater  distance  to  them,  more  lasting  benefit 
would  be  the  result. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  tendered  the  Department,  teachers,  directors, 
citizens  and  all,  for  the  great  kindness  and  forbearance  shown  me,  while  in 
the  dischare:e  of  the  duties  of  the  office. 


PIKE  COUNTY.— Philip  F.  Fulmer. 

School  Houses. — There  was  only  one  new  building  erected  during  the  year. 
Improvement  in  school  houses  and  furniture  fell  far  short  of  our  former 
yearly  improvement.  The  number  of  houses  so  insufficient  as  to  be  un- 
comfortable and  injurious  to  the  pupils,  is  18,  viz:  In  Blooming  Grrove,  1; 
Delaware,  2;  Dingman,  4;  Greene,  1;  Lackawaxen,  2;  Lehman,  5;  Sho- 
hola,  1 ;  Westfall,  1 ;  Palmyra,  1.  These  are  entirely  unfit  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  I  am  surprised  that  some  districts  have  tolerated  them  so  long. 
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Furniture. — The  only  house  supplied  with  suitable  furniture  during  the 
year,  is  the  new  one.  It  is  only  the  old,  dilapidated  buildings  that  urgently 
require  furniture,  and  these  the  most  of  the  dir^ectors  are  unwilling  to  go  tc- 
the  expense  of  supplying,  as  a  mere  temporary  arrangement.  This  I  think 
advisable,  as  it  is  folly  to  place  new,  costly  furniture,  into  old,  shabby  hovels. 
The  number  yet  containing  inconvenient  and  injurious  furniture,  21. 

School. — We  have  one  graded  school  in  the  county.  All  the  schools, 
except  four,  are  classified;  some  much  better  than  others.  We  have  suc- 
ceeded in  having  a  uniformity  of  text-books  adopted  in  almost  all  the  dis- 
tricts. Where  the  directors  have  neglected  this  duty,  the  teachers  have,  in 
a  great  measure,  remedied  the  evil,  by  enforcing  uniformity,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. 

Teachers. — The  average  qualification  of  the  candidates  examined,^  com- 
pared with  those  of  last  year,  was  about  the  same ;  but  as  the  number 
refused  certificates  was  much  larger  than  usual,  I  think  the  qualifications  of 
those  to  whom  certificates  were  given  much  better.  Number  of  teachers 
during  the  year  who  gave  reasonable  satisfaction,  34.  Female  teachers 
last  year,  31;  male,  25.  Female  teachers  this  year,  36;  male,  19.  Miss 
A.  Q-.  Potter,  of  Palmyra,  and  Miss  Angeline  Coss,  of  Greene,  have  given 
universal  satisfaction,  and  their  earnest  efforts  to  advance  their  schools  have 
been  favored  with  unparalleled  success.  They  are  deserving  of  the  support 
and  esteem  of  every  friend  of  education  in  their  districts.  They  have  for- 
saken the  old-fashioned  methods  af  "  going  over  a  certain  uumber  of  lessons," 
and  "cyphering  through  tjie  books,"  and  have  adopted  the  more  rational 
and  uniform  plan  of  systematizing  and  classifying ;  teaching  their  pupils  to 
"til ink,"  as  well  as  to  "recite;"  requiring  them  not  merely  to  "get  the 
answers,"  but  to  give  their  reasons  for  every  step  they  take.  Their  black- 
board exercises  are  numerous,  instructive  and  interesting ;  they  are  used  by 
the  orthography  class  in  writing  words,  by  the  geography  class  in  drawing 
maps,  by  the  writing  class  in  explaining  the  principles  of  penmanship,  by 
the  grammar  class  in  analyzing  sentences,  and  by  the  arithmetic  and  algebra 
classes  in  solving  and  explaining  their  questions.  They  use  all  possible 
means  of  exercising  all  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  of  strengthening  the  memory, 
and  inducing  habits  of  correct  thinking,  as  these  constitute  the  great  end  and 
aim  of  education.  Good  teachers  are,  truly,  the  "  life-blood  and  soul "  of  our 
educational  system. 

Visitation. — I  endeavored  to  visit  all  the  schools  in  the  county  once. — 
Many  I  visited  twice.  Duration  of  visit  about  two  and"  a  half  hours.  Gen- 
erally, one  or  more  of  the  directors  accompanied  me.  In  seven  districts 
regular  monthly  visits  were  made  to  the  schools  by  one  of  the  directors, 
selected  by  the  board  to  attend  to  this  duty.  The  good  effect  of  this  system 
is  very  evident. 
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District  Institutes, — I  made  an  effort  to  establish  district  institutes  in 
•every- district  irtj the  county,  but  have  succeeded  in  getting  them  in  success- 
ful operation  in,t»nly  seven.  I  am  unable  to  report  the  number  of  teachers 
in  attendance.  They  are  doing  a  good  work,  and  are  awakening  a  deep  in- 
terest on  the  pajft  of  teachers,  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  due  preparation  fo#- 
the  discharge  of  their  high  and  responsible  duties.  A  positive  and  marked 
benefit  accrues  to  the  teacher  who  attends  the  institute,  and  comes  up  to 
the  meeting  ever  willing  to  teach  or  be  taught,  as  the  arrangements  for*the 
meeting  may  determine. 

Moral  Instruction — The  Scriptures  were  read  in  all  the  schools  of  the 
county,  except  seven.  In  most  of  the  schoofe  the  teachers  read  a  portion 
of  the  New  Testament  as  an  opening  exercise.  In  six  schools  the  Scrip- 
tures were  used  as  a  text-book  for  the  advanced  classes  in  reading.  No 
other  book  of  moral  instruction  is  used  in  any  school  in  the  county. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  troubles  of  our  country  have  not  affected  public 
sentiment,  to  any  very  great  extent,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  school  system. 
The  erection  of  new  school  houses,  for  a  time,  was  delayed,  and  teachers' 
Salaries  reduced ;  but  the  coming  year  will,  I  think,  restore  them  to  their 
former  basis,  as  an  opinion  generally  prevails  that,  under  no  circumstances, 
ca.n  we  afford  to  neglect  the  educational  wants  of  our  youth,  while  we  look 
to  constitutional  liberty  as  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  hopes. 
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School  Houses. — Eive  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  one  in 
each  of  the  following  districts :  Abbot,  Harrison,  Hector,  Pike  and  Rou- 
lette. The  one  in  Harrison  is  built  of  logs,  and  is  soon  to  be  superseded 
by  one  more  suitable.  Those  in  Hector,  Pike  and  Roulette  are  small  sub- 
stantial frarne  buildings,  suitable  to  their  locality,  but  not  calling  for  a  special 
description.  The  one  in  Abbot  is  creditable  to  the  district,  costing  about 
six  hundred  dollars.  It  is  built  of  wood,  well  finished,  furnished  with  closets 
for  clothes,  books,  etc.,  and  better  supplied  with  black-board  surface  than 
most  houses  in  the  county,  but  not  properly  ventilated.  Excellent  out- 
buildings are  erected,  but  work  upon  the  yard  is  not  finished. 

Furniture. — No  material  change  in  furniture.  The  tables  heretofore  given 
represent  the  present  condition  of  furniture  with  sufiBcient  accuracy. 

Apparatus. — The  change  in  apparatus  deserves  notice,  hot  so  much  for 
what  has  actually  been  accomplished,  as  from  the  indications  thus  given  of 
a  better  appreciation  of  its  importance.  The  following  districts  have  sup- 
plied their  schools  with  a  new  statistical  map  of  the  world :  Abbot,  Homer, 
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Roulette,  Sharon,  Summit,  Sylvania,  West  Branch  and  Wharton.  /Abbot 
has  also  supplied  its  schools  with  a  complete  set  of  Mitchell's  outliae  maps, 
globes,  a  planetarium,  numeral  frame,  alphabetic  cards,  etc. 

The  School. — No  graded  school  in  the  county  yet.  The  proper  classitica- 
•rion  of  a  school  requires  several  things,"  all  oT  which  are  seldom  found  in  a 
thinly  settled  region:  1st,  that  the  books  be  uniform;  2d,  that  every  series 
of  books  be  properly  graduated ;  3d,  that  scholars  of  the  same  age  have 
enjoy(;d  similar  opportunities.  Very  many  schools  are  still  troubled  with 
diversity  of  text-books.  When  the  several  numbers  of  a  series  are  not 
suited  to  the  gradually  developing  needs  of  the  scholar,  the  teacher  must 
supply  the  deficiency  by  oral  teaching,  but  the  classification  cannot  be  made 
what  it  should  be.  Out  text-books  are  all  somewhat  objectionable  in  this 
respect,  but  especially  in  grammar.  Finally,  that  course  and  method  of  in- 
struction which  would  be  most  suitable  to  a  child  of  ten  years,  would  hardly 
meet  the  Avants  of  a  young  man,  who,  from  lack  of  early  opportunitv,  is  no 
further  advanced,  and  consequently  is  in  the  same  class.  This  is  frequently 
the  case  in  a  new  country,  Avhere  the  settler,  whose  children  have  but  seldom 
seen  the  inside  of  a  school  house,  is  next  neighbor  to  one  who  has  but  just 
removed  from  a  section  highly  favored  with  educational  facilities.  The 
classification  of  our  schools,  though  not  what  could  be  desired,  is  all  that 
could  reasonably  be  expected. 

Teachers. — Number  with  provisional  certificates,  whose  leaching  gave 
reasonable  satisfaction,  10 1 ;  professional,  3.  It  would  require  a  long  list 
to  contain  the  names  of  those  who  taught  excellent  schools,  and  it  would  be 
invidious  to  give  the  names  of  a  half  dozen  whose  success,  all  things  con- 
sidered, would  entitle  them  to  pre-eminence.  A  few  teachers,  transferred 
to  more  difficult  schools,  have  not  maintained  their  former  standing;  but 
taken  together,  the  teaching  ability  manifested  this  year  is  a  clearly  percep- 
tible advance  on  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Last  year  a  little  more  than  one- 
fifth  of  the  teachers  employed  were  males,  this  year  not  quite  one-tenth.  An 
many  of  the  females  taught  two  terms,  while  none  of  the  males  taught  more 
than  one,  a  still  larger  proportion  of  the  teaching  was  done  by  females,  so 
that  only  about  one-sixteenth  of  the  teaching  during  the  year  just  closed 
was  done  by  males.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  all  who  engage  in  the  busi- 
ness of  teaching  will  succeed,  but  the  success  of  the  young  ladies  who  have 
taught  has  been  truly  gratifying  In  no  business  with  which  I  am  acquainted 
has  the  proportion  of  failures  been  so  small;  and  I  thiiik  the  training  of  the 
youth  of  Potter  county  will  hereafter  be  mainly  the  work  of  the  female 
teacher. 

Visiialion. — Number  of  schools  visited  twice,  76;  once,  30;  not  visited^ 
5.     Average  length  ot  each  visit  a  little  less  than  1^  hours.  • 
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District  Institutes. — During  the  summer  these  were  organized  in  Bingham 
and  Ulysses,  and  during  the  winter  in  Allegany,  Harrison,  Hebron,  Homer, 
Keating  and  Sweden,  also.  Not  less  than  two  sessions  were  held  in  any 
district,  and  generally  they  were  held  once  in  two  weeks  during  the  term. 
Tlie  whole  number  of  meetings  was  37.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  aggregate 
attendance. 

Moral  Instruction. — In  no  district,  that  I  am  aware  of,  is  the  reading  of 
the  Scriptures  enjoined  by  the  directors,  as  a  part  of  the  regular  school  ex- 
ercises, the  whole  subject  being  left  to  the  good  sense  and  discretion  of  the 
teacher.  About  five-sixths  of  the  teachers  opened  their  schools  by  reading 
from  the  Scriptures,  being  a  slight  advance  from  last  year.  No  other  mode 
of  moral  instruction  is  used  as  a  regular  exercise. 

Public  Sentiment. — Throughout  the  county  there  is. a  lively  appreciation 
of  the  value  of  our  common  schools.  Most  of  the  schools  are  properly  ap- 
preciated, yet  there  is  more  or  less  apathy  manifested  by  some  of  the  patrons 
of  nearly  every  school. 

School  Examinations. — Our  schools  must,  for  the  present,  forego  the  bene- 
lits  of  grading.  Prominent  among  these  benefits  are  the  frequent  exami- 
nations, by  which  the  scholar  is  advanced,  in  the  course  of  study,  by  the 
examining  board.  It  is  very  clear  that  a  scholar  who  knows  that,  at  the 
close  of  school,  he  must  stand  a  searching  examination  in  all  that  he  has  gone 
over  during  the  term,  will  find  in  the  fact  additional  incentives  to  exertion ; 
while  the  temptation  to  advance  rapidly,  at  the  expense  of  thoroughness, 
will  be  much  diminished.  These  examinations  might  be  conducted  by  the 
teacher,  but  would  be  much  more  beneficial  if  conducted  by  the  secretary  of 
the  board  of  directors,  as  district  superintendent. 

Fhysical  Culture. — Imperfect  as  the  intellectual  and  moral  training  of 
our  schools  may  be,  far  too  much  comparative  prominence  is  given  to  them, 
especially  to  intellectual.  The  physical  development  of  children  is  of  the 
first  importance.  This  development  should  not  be  left  to  chance.  Much' 
ill  health  and  physical  imperfection  are  traceable  to  the  neglect  of  physical 
culture  in  our  schools.  From  one  to  two  hours  should,  each  day,  be  devoted 
to  careful  and  systematic  physical  training. 

Progress. — The  greatest  amount  of  progress,  during  the  last  thi-ee  years, 
is  in  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers.  Their  efforts  for  improvement  have 
been  very  commendable. 

Conclusion. — In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  those  with  whom  I  have  been 
officially  connected,  for  the  co-operation  I  have  generally  received,  hoping 
they  may  continue  their  efforts  in  the  good  cause ;  but  especially  to  express 
a  sense  of  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  the  citizens  of  the  county,  for  the 
kindness  with  whicn  I  have  uniformly  been  received. 
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School  Houses. — Three  frame,  two  stone,  and  two  brick  schbol  houses, 
have  been  built  during  the  year.  The  two  brick  houses,  one  of  which  is  in 
St.  Clair  and  one  in  Mahanoy  district,  are  each  two  stories  high,  with  two 
rooms  on  each  floor.  The  one  in  Mahanoy  district  is  not  yet  fully  com- 
pleted, though  two  rooms  in  it  were  occupied  during  the  term  just  closed. 
Pottsville  has  contracted  for  a  new  school  building,  the  cost  of  which,  it  is 
proposed,  shall  be  about  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Many  boards  of  directors 
do  not  take  proper  care  of  the  school  property  during  the  vacation  of  the 
schools.  This  negligence  is  made  to  apply  to  new  school  houses,  as  well 
as  to  old  ones. 

Furniture. — Except  the  new  ones  fully  completed,  the  only  house  sup- 
plied with  new  furniture  during  the  year,  is  that  purchased  by  Schuylkill 
Haven  district.  There  are  about  twenty  houses  whose  furniture  should  be 
improved,  but  none  hjive  furniture  that  is  positively  injurious 

Apparatus. — A  few  schools  have  made  small  additions  to  their  appa- 
ratus. 

The  School. — The  schools  of  Mahanoy  City,  in  Mahanoy  district,  and  those 
of  Grordon,  in  Butler  district,  were  graded  during  the  year.  Those  of  New 
Philadelphia  and  Tucker  Hill,  in  Blythe  district,  ought  to  be  graded.  All 
others,  well  capable  of  it,  were  gra,ded  previously.  The  grading  of  the 
Ashland  and  St.  Clair  schools  has  been  more  strictly  carried  out,  and  more 
consistently  adhered  to,  than  formerly.  In  Schuylkill  Haven  the  sexes  had 
been  kept  separate  for  several  years,  until  this  terra,  when  they  were  min- 
gled again.  The  change  has  given  satisfaction,  and  produced  important 
benefits. 

Teachers. — All  of  our  teachers,  except  about  ten,  gave  reasonable  satis- 
faction. Only  one  of  these  ten  holds  a  professional  certificate.  The  pro- 
portion of  increase  of  female  teachers,  employed  during  the  year,  is  very 
small.  The  military  draft  caused  a  scarcity  of  male  teachers  for  a  time. 
This  scarcity  was  supplied,  in  part,  by  the  employmenl  of  five  females,  ' 
inas  many  schools,  in  rural  districts.  All  of  these  five  gave  far  better 
satisfaction  than  was  expected,  and  three  of  them  succeeded  better  than 
any  male  teachers  who  had  taught  the  same  schools  for  some  years  pre- 
viously. 

Visitations. — Two  hundred  and  eighty  visits  were  made  to  schools  during 
the  year.  Average  length  of  each  visit  was  one  hour  twenty-eight  and  a 
half  minutes. 

District  Secretaries. — Only  two  districts  have  secretaries  acting  as  dis- 
trict superintendents.     In  one  of  these  cases  the  secretary  visits  each  school 
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once  a  month,  and  remains  half  a  day  in  each  school ;  in  which  case  the  effect 
is  very  beneficial. 

District  Institutes. — There  are  ten  independent  school  districts  in  this 
county,  the  teachers  of  most  of  which  did  not  unite  themselves  with,  nor 
attend,  except  perhaps  once  or  twice,  out  of  mere  curiosity,  any  district  in- 
Rtitute.  Next  to  these,  Frailey,  Orwigsburg  and  Tremont  were  the  most 
backward.  All  the  others  made  arrangements  for  meetings  semi-weekly, 
and  nearly  every  one  of  them  held  their  meetings  regularly  every  alternate 
Saturday,  during  the  whole  term  of  school.  The  sessions  were  six. hours 
per  day,  in  nearly  every  district.  The  number  of  teachers  attending  these 
institutes,  as  regular  members,  was  about  two  hundred  and  seventy- five. — 
The  result  of  the  institutes  has  been,  as  was  expected,  a  very  great  benefit 
to  our  schools.  The  most  striking  benefits  have  been  in  those  of  the  rural 
di-stricts,  where  the  meetings  were  regularly  held. 

3f0ral  Instruction. — I  cannot  give  the  number  of  schools  in  which  the 
Scriptures  were  and  were  not  regularly  read,  but  it  is  about  the  same  as 
previously  reported.  A  majority  of  our  teachers  take  occasion,  from  inci- 
dents of  the  school  room,  to  exercise  and  cultivate  the  moral  faculties  of 
pupils;  but  moral  instruction,  by  placing  a  text-book  on  the  subject  in  the 
hands  of  pupils,  has  been  given  in  one  of  the  schools  of  one  district  only. 
Moral  philosophy  is  taught,  to  some  extent,  in  two  schools.  In  some  three 
or  four  others  the  teachers  select  a  suitable  subject,  or  relate  an  incident, 
and,  at  a  subsequent  time,  question  the  pupils  upon  it,  with  a  view  to  giving 
exercise  to  the  moral  faculties.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  some  teach- 
ers do  not  properly  consider  the  fitness  of  things.  On  one  occasion,  during 
my  presence,  a  teacher  had  charge  of  a  class  in  moral  lessons,  the  incident 
being  one  selected  purposely  to  give  exercise  to  the  faculties  of  benevolence, 
gratitude  and  veneration.  From  some  cause,  the  pupils  had  not  prepared 
themselves,  and  most  of  the  teacher's  questions  were  answered  very  inap- 
propriately, or  not  at  all.  The  exercise  less  than  half  through,  the  teacher 
showed  first  impatience,  then  anger,  and  in  a  short  time  very  abruptly  dis- 
missed the  class,  with  threats  of  punishment  in  case  of  a  like  failure.  Query  : 
Were  not  the  faculties  of  combativeness  and  destructiveness  exercised  here, 
and  had  we  not  as  well,  nay  better,  omit  any  attempt  at  special  exercise  of 
the  moral  faculties  of  pupils,  until  the  instructor  is  better  fitted  for  that  im- 
portant but  very  delicate  duty  ? 

Public  Sentiment. — In  proof  of  the  high  estimate  the  people  of  this  county 
put  on  the  public  school,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  rapid  increase 
of  schools,  the  number  of  improved  school  houses  erected  during  the  last 
few  years,  and  the  fact  that  for  the  year  ending  June,  1861,  nearly  ninety- 
gix  thousand  dollars  of  tax  was  levied  for  their  support. 
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Suggestions  and  Remarks. — Upper  Mahantango  and  West  Penn  have  not 
accepted  the  free  school  system  yet.  The  latter  has  made  repeated  attempts 
to  open  schools,  but,  from  various  causes,  each  has  failed.  A  part  of  West 
Brunswick  township  is  also  without  free  schools  yet,  but  the  larger  portion 
of  the  township  is  taken  up  by  independent  districts.  In  order  to  effect  the 
early  establishment  of  schools  in  these  non-accepting  districts,  I  would  again 
suggest  that  their  State  tax,  for  two  successive  years,  be  allowed  to  them, 
on  condition  that  they  adopt  the  system  in  one  year  from  the  passage  of  an 
act  granting  such  allowance. 

The  opinion  is  still  far  too  common  among  our  teachers,  that  a  mere 
knowledge  of  the  branches  to  be  taught  constitutes  the  chief  qualification 
that  ought  to  be  sought  for  in  the  teacher ;  or,  that  he  who  has  the  most 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  greatest  variety  of  text-books,  is  the  best 
teacher.  It  is  full  time  that  this  palpable  error  be  dispelled.  Adapta- 
tion, temperament,  and  some  knowledge  of  human  nature,  are  just  as  es- 
sential as  a  knowledge  of  the  branches  to  be  taught.  These,  together 
with  the  modes  of  teaching  them,  should  receive  a  large  share  of  atten- 
tion in  the  district  institute ;  in  fact,  they  ought  to  be  taken  up  in  order, 
systematically  examined,  thoroughly  studied,  and  carefully  discussed. — 
School  discipline,  and  how  to  secure  and  maintain  it,  modes  of  classification, 
grading  of  classes,  distribution  of  teacher's  time  among  the  several  classes, 
order  of  exercises,  miscellaneous  exercises,  modes  of  punishment,  the  teach- 
er's duties,  both  in  and  out  of  school,  should  also  have  full  and  careful  con- 
sideration. District  institutes  are  a  comparatively  new  thing,  and  there  is 
no  douljt  that,  at  the  opening  of  them  for  the  next  term  sessions,  a  greater 
variety  of  exercises  will  be  introduced. 

To  the  subjects  named  above  should,  by  all  means,  be  added,  how  to  pre- 
serve the  teacher's  health ;  for  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and,  duly  considered, 
not  less  alarming  than  remarkable,  that  a  large  majority  of  those  who  fol- 
low teaching  regularly,  for  only  a  few  consecutive  years,  lose  their  ruddiness 
and  become  emaciated  and  care-worn,  if  not  incurably  enervated  or  hope- 
lessly diseased.  The  importance  of,  and  how  to  preserve,  good  temper  in 
the  school  room,  would  also  be  a  very  fit  subject  for  consideration.  It  would 
be  well  if  every  district  institute  would  take  measures  to  establish  a  library 
for  the  use  of  its  members,  for  every  teacher  should  read  various  works  on 
educational  topics. 

Many  of  our  schools  are  entirely  too  large  during  a  part  of  the  term,  and 
a  considerable  number  are  too  large  during  the  whole  term.  On  making  a 
comparison,  I  find  that  the  number  of  pupils,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  schools  and  number  of  teachers,  is  greater  in  this  than  in  any  other  county 
in  the  State. 

I  take  pleasure  in  using  this  last  opportunity  to  commend  the  very  great 
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ehano-e  and  improvement  that  has  been  made,  in  regard  to  cleanliness  of 
school  houses.  A  part  of  this  is  due  to  directors,  but  a  large  number  of 
our  teachers  now  take  delight  in  haying  their  school  rooms,  and  the  furni- 
ture thereof,  kept  clean  in  every  part.  This  same  care  has  extended  to 
pupils'  hands,  faces,  hair,  clothing  and  books,  also  ;  so  that,  for  the  last  year, 
I  have  had  the  unpleasant  duty  of  speaking  to  very  few  teachers  on  these 
subjects.  Some  of  the  schools,  in  some  of  our  boroughs  and  towns,  are  now 
behind  the  thickly  settled  rural  districts  in  these  respects. 

It  affords  me  pleasure,  too,  to  speak  of  the  creditable  improvement  made 
bv  our  teachers  in  scholastic  attainments,  and  to  note  their  greater  care  in 
preparation  for,  and  more  earnest  performance  of,  all  their  duties.  The 
profession  is  more  highly  appreciated  by  them,  because  better  understood. 
Our  teachers  think  more  than  they  used  to  do.  They  better  understand  the 
important  facts,  that  school  teachers  cannot  make  themselves  and  their 
schools  popular  by  decrying  directors  for  their  illiberality,  or  patrons  for 
their  lack  of  interest;  and  that  the  right,  and  only,  way  to  secure  confidence 
and  esteem,  and  to  compel  an  appreciation  of  their  services,  is  to  win  the 
affection  of  their  pupils,  by  a  kind  and  gentle  treatment  of  them,  and  to 
perform  their  work  within  the  school  room  humbly  and  faithfully.  Much 
of  this  improvement  is  due  to  the  district  institutes,  and  perhaps  a  part  to 
the  Normal  school,  held  during  the  summer  of  1862,  in  which  there  were 
ninety-six  students,  nearly  all  of  whom  engaged  in  teaching  afterwards. — 
It  is  thought,  too,  that  the  mode  of  examination  in  the  theory  and  practice 
of  teaching  has  had  a  good  effect.  Barring  the  draft,  which  caused  some 
irregularity,  and,  for  a  .time,  threatened  serious  interruptions  to  them,  the 
schools  have,  in  my  opinion,  been  more  productive  of  good,  during  the  term 
just  closed,  than  ever  before.  Their  ratio  of  progress  has  been  greater 
than  during  any  one  year  previously. 

In  closing  my  ninth,  and  last,  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  this  county, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  compare  the  number  of  schools,  teachers,  pupils,  &c., 
with  the  number  of  each  of  these  in  1854.  In  this  place  it  is  enough,  how- 
ever, to  merely  state  the  increase  during  the  nine  years,  which  is  found  to 
be  one  hundred  and  eight  schools,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  teachers,  and 
nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  one  pupils.  The  increase  of  school  taxes 
is  twenty-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents, 
($25,206  74,)  and  the  increase  of  State  appropriation  received  by  the  county 
is  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  seventy-eight 
cents,  ($2,b94  78.)  The  totals  of  these  items,  for  the  year  ending  June  1, 
1863,  are  as  follow:  Schools,  297;  teachers,  313;  pupils,  24,302;  taxes 
levied,  $85,634  50 ;   State  appropriation,  $7,546  40. 

In  the  performance  of  my  duties  as  county  superintendent,  my  endeavors 
have  been  to  be  just.     If  any  have  been  wronged  by  me,  the  wrong  was 
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unintentioual ;  if  any  have  been  encouraged,  or  have  received  favors  at  my 
hands,  I  have  already  been  richly  rewarded.  I  leave  the  ofiice  without  any 
regret,  except  that  which  is  naturally  felt  on  the  parting  with  many  long- 
tried  and  true  friends. 
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School  Houses. — Four  new  school  houses  were  erected  during  the  year, 
vie:  two  in  Beaver  and  two  in  West  Beaver  district.  They  are  plaiu, 
weather-boarded  and  substantial  buildings,  but  none  of  them  of  a  superior 
kind.  Eleven  school  houses  in  the  county  are  unfit  for  use,  viz :  one  in 
Beaver,  two  in  West  Beaver,  five  in  Chapman,  one  in  Jackson,  one  in  Penns. 
and  one  in  Perry  district.  There  are  others  that  should  be  torn  down,  and 
new  ones  erected  in  their  stead,  although  they  may,  by  repairing,  last  a 
while  yet.     There  is  not  a  school  house  in  the  county  of  a  superior  kind. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — There  has  not  been  any  change  in  furaiturf 
during  the  year,  worthy  of  special  notice.  The  new  houses  erected  have 
seats  and  desks  somewhat  improved,  yet  not  what  they  should  be.  Tiu) 
ventilation  in  all  of  them  is  very  poor.  All  the  houses  have  black-boards; 
some  have  been  enlarged,  and,  in  this  respect,  there  is  a  commendable  im- 
provement. The  schools  are  better  supplied  with  maps  than  the  year 
previous. 

Graded  Schools. — I  have  the  pleasure  of  stating  thkt  a  graded  school,  or 
rather  a  central  high  school,  has  been"  established  in  connection  with  the 
Freeburg  academy.  This  school  is  accessible  to  all  the  advanced  scholar.'^ 
of  the  Washington  district,  and  enjoys  all  the  advantages  and  use  of  the 
chemical  and  philosophical  apparatus  in  possession  of  the  academy.  The 
branches  taught  during  the  winter  were  reading,  writing,  mental  and  prac- 
tical arithmetic,  geography,  grammar,  composition,  philosophj',  algebra  and 
Latin.  Number  of  pupils,  38  males  and  15  females.  Average  attendance, 
85  per  cent.  This  school  was  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  Boyer.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  directors  of  said  district,  for  their 
laudable  efforts  in  effecting  this  arrangement,  and  for  their  industry  in  pro- 
moting the  cause  of  education  generally.  The  schools  in  the  borough  of 
Selinsgrove  are  also  graded,  but  of  them  I  have  spoken  in  my  former  re- 
ports, and  there  is  very  little  to  add,  except  that  they  were  in  somewhat 
better  condition  during  this,  than  the  two  preceding  years.  There  are  no 
other  graded  schools  in  the  county.     All  the  other  schools  are  classified. 

Teachers. — Ninety-three  teachers  were  examined  m  public,  and  six  pri- 
vately, at  the  request  of  directors.      Three  of  the  applicants  were  rejected. 
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The  average  qualifications  of  the  applicants  were  about  the  same  as  lasr 
year.  The  attendance  of  directors  and  citizens  at  the  public  examinations 
was  better  than  any  previous  year.  Sixty-six  directors  and  two  hundred 
and  six  citizens  were  present.  The  examinations  were  both  oral  and  writ- 
ten. Out  of  the  ninety-three  teachers  engaged  in  the  county  during  the 
year,  eighty-three  gave  reasonable  satisfaction,  and  the  remaining  ten  had 
better  quit  the  profession,  and  turn  their  attention  to  something  more  suitable 
to  their  tastes  and  intellects.  The  number  of  female  teachers  was  about 
the  same  as  the  previous  year.     They  gave  general  satisfaction. 

VisUation. — All  the  schools  were  visited  twice,  and  the  average  duration 
of  each  visit  was  about  one  and  a  half  hours.  I  was  generally  attended  by 
some  of  the  directors.  I  found  some  of  the  schools  were  regularly  visited 
by  the  directors  and  citizens,  and  some  almost  entirely  neglected.  Wherever 
the  schools  were  frequently  visited  by  directors  and  citizens,  I  found  a  per- 
ceptible improvement  and  greater  activity ;  while  those,  not  thus  visited, 
were  sluggish,  without  life,  and  very  slow  progress  made. 

District  Secreiaries. — Washington  is  the  only  district  in  which  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  visit  all  the  schools  monthly,  to  which 
duty  he  atte-nded  faithfully.     The  result  of  his  visits  was  benolicial. 

District  Institutes. — Eleven  district  institutes  were  in  operation  during 
the  year.  They  were  held  every  alternate  Saturday,  (except  one,  which 
met  every  Friday  evening,  by  consent  of  the  directors,)  agreeably  to  the 
act  of  l§.62.  All  the  teachers  of  the  county,  with  eight  exceptions,  were 
connected  with  one  or  the  other  of  these  institutes.  Some  of  the  institutes 
were  very  creditable,  and  productive  of  much  good;  whilst  others  were 
failures,  owing  mainly,  no  doubt,  to  the  inefficiency  and  lack  of  interest  of 
the  teachers  themselves,  in  their  profession.  The  exercises  at  these  meet- 
ings consisted  of  drills  in  the  different  common  branches,  lectures,  discus- 
sions on  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching,  and  the  various  other  topics 
connected  with  the  educational  system.  The  county  institute  met  in  the 
Preeburg  academy,  on  the  29th  day  of  December  last,  and  continued  its 
sessions  three  days.  There  were  fifty-three  teachers  present.  This  was  by 
far  the  most  active,  interesting  and  successful  institute  ever  held  in  the 
county.  All  the  teachers  present  seemed  to  feel  a  lively  interest  in  its  suc- 
cess, and  nearly  all  took  an  active  part.  Much  good  resulted  from  the 
proceedings,  as  they  infused  new  life  and  vigor  into  its  members,  and  which, 
I  found  afterwards,  manifested  itself  in  the  school  room.  Much  is  due,  in 
making  the  county  institute  efficient,  to  the  assistance  rendered  by  Prof. 
Noetling,  of  the  Missionary  Institute,  and  Prof.  Boyer,  of  the  Freeburg 
academy.     Great  interest  was  shown  by  the  citizens. 

Moral  Instruction. — In  sixty-eight  schools  the  Scriptures  were  read  ■-• .      *' 
morning;  some  few  were  opened  with  prayer.     Moral  instruction  ^         u- 
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cidentally  given  in  most  of  the  schools.     The  moral  aspect  of  all  the  schools 
is  ffood. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  people  is  favorable  to 
the  common  school  system ;  although  there  is,  here  and  there,  opposition 
found  to  the  county  superintendency.  I  believe  the  superintendency  would 
be  greatly  improved,  if  the  power  of  appointing  and  examining  the  county 
superintendents  were  lodged  with  the  State  Superintendent.  It  certainly 
would  result  in  the  selection  of  the  best  material  for  the  situation,  and  place 
the  county  superintendent  independent  of  local  influences. 
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School  Houses. — Three  valuable  buildings  were  opened  for  the  first  time 
for  common  school  purposes,  all  built  by  the  aid  of  voluntary  subscriptions, 
and  designed  for  the  occasional  use  of  Normal  schools.  The  one  at  Meyers's 
Mills,  in  Summit  township,  is  a  noble  brick  building,  two  stories  high,  and 
capable  of  accommodating  300  pupils.  That  in  Stoystown  is  a, two-story 
frame,  with  a  single  room  and  anteroom  on  each  floor,  and  will  seat  about 
•■200  pupils.  The  last  is  near  Jenner  Cross  Roads,  in  Jennor  township,  a 
plank  building,  with  a  single  room  for  a  mixed  school  of  100  pupils.  All 
are  neat  and  tasty  structures,  wfth  a  liberal  allowance  for  breathing  space; 
but  the  ground  belonging  to  them  outside  is  scarcely  more  extensivie  than 
that  within  the  walls,  and  instead  of  being  fenced  in,  is  merely  fenced  out 
by  the  adjoining  proprietors.  Middle  Creek,  Milford  and  U.  Turkey  foot 
have  each  built  one,  24  by  30,  on  the  excellent  plan  in  use  in  that  region, 
and  Somerset  and  Paint  a  similar  building  of  a  smaller  .size.  Elklick  erect- 
ed another  on  the  foundation  of  one  recently  burnt  down,  too  small  for  im- 
proved fixtures.  All  are  of  plank  or  frame  and  well  built,  but  the  little 
ground  belonging  to  them  is  not  enclosed,  nor,  as  far  as  I  remember,  are 
any  of  them  supplied  with  out-buildings.  The  first  two  houses  are  not  yet 
furni-shed;  the  rest  are  supplied  with  tolerable  wooden  furniture,  generally 
fastened  to  the  floor.  The  number  of  houses  unfit  to  be  occnpl6d'  and  not 
good  enough  to  spend  money  on,  is  between  30  and  4-0,  about  one-fifth  of 
the  whole.  Some  districts  are  just  beginning  to  exchange  log  houses  for 
plank  or  frame.  A  good  building  of  this  description,  suificient  for  a  large 
school,  will  cost  from  $220  to  $250;  but  Shade  has  succeeded  in  putting  up 
one  for  half  the  money,  and  worth  about  half  as  much  as  a  well  finished  log 
building  of  the  proper  size. 

Schools. — Somerset  borough  had  328  pupils  in  four  rooms,  under  the 
charge  of  five  teachers,  with  work  enough  for  another.     Berlin  had  162 


SOMERSET  COUNTY.  153 

53tipils  !n  three  rooms,  with  as  many  teachers;  Wellershurg had  113  pupils, 
Petersburg  100,  Meyers's  Mills  82  and  Somerfield  78,  each  with  two  rooms 
and  as  many  teachers — ^total,  863  pupils  with  16  teachers,  or  an  average  of 
54  to  each.  A  single  teacher  of  tact  and  energy  may  accomplish  much ; 
but  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  require  that  all  schools  of  70  pupils  and  up- 
wards should  be  graded.  This  would  add  to  the  list  Salisbury  and  Stoys- 
town  boroughs,  each  with  100  pupils;  Shanksville  and  Mussers,  in  Stony 
Creek  township,  and  Jenner  Cross  Roads  and  Jennerville,  in  Jenner  town- 
ship, each  with  some  70  pupils.  Schools  numbering  between  60  and  70 
names  ought  also  to  be  graded,  or  at  least  to  have  the  services  of  a  com- 
petent assistant.  This  would  add  two  in  Brothers  Valley,  one  in  Greenville, 
one  in  Middle  Creek,  two  in  Shade,  two  in  Somerset  and  one  in  Lower 
Turkeyfoot — ten  in  all.  The  number  of  our  graded  schools  ought  to  be 
doubled ;  as  it  is  wfe  have  but  16  out  of  a  list  of  184,  of  which  Meyers's  Mills 
was  graded  last  winter  for  the  first  time.  While  on  this  subject,  I  would 
suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  distribute  the  bounty  of  the  State 
According  to  the  number  of  schools.  With  the  recent  change,  the  statistics 
of  attendance  are  likely  to  be  less  reliable  than  ever,  while  poor  and  thinly 
settled  districts  are  sure  to  be  losers. 

Advancement. — Besides  these  16  graded  schools,  (class  A,)  we  had  32 
others,  including  those  in  the  boroughs  of  Salisbury,  Stoystown  and  New 
Centreville,  which,  being  composed  in  whole  or  in  part  of  village  pupils, 
may  be  called  ungraded  village  schools,  (class  B.)  These  had  an  average 
of  53  pupils  each.  This  leaves  us  the  bulk  of  the  schools,  which  being  free 
from  any  admixture  of  village  population,  we  may  call  ungraded  country 
schools,  (class  C.)  There  were  136  of  these,  with  an  average  of  38  pupils 
each.  Taking  the  aggregate  of  pupils,  we  find  that  the  percentage  engaged 
last  winter  in  the  study  of  mental  arithmetic,  written  arithmetic,  geoo-ra- 
phy  and  English  grammar,  in  class  A,  was  59,  31,  47  and  24  for  each  re- 
spectively. In  class  B,  the  proportions  were  34^,  30,  26  and  11,  and  in 
class  C,  only  28,  27,  17^  and  7.  Outside  of  class  A,  there  were  no  classes 
in  any  of  the  higher  branches,  and  in  class  C,  there  were  60  schools  that 

■did  not  profess  to  give  instruction  in  all  the  common  school  branches. 

Taking  the  percentage  of  pupils  engaged  in  the  study  of  these  branches  as 
a  basis  of  comparison,  we  find  that  the  schools  of  Summit,  Quemahonino- 
Elk  Lick,  Greenville,  Somerset  and  Middle  Creek,  had  made  the  greatest 
advancement,  and  those  of  Paint,  Stony  Creek,  U.  Turkeyfoot,  Shade,  Lari- 
mer, Allegheny  and  L.  Turkeyfoot  the  least ;  the  names  in  this,  as  well  as 
in  the  subsequent  articles,  being  taken  in  regular  order,  the  first  named  still 
being  the  best  or  the  worst  on  the  list.  The  highest  degree  of  advance- 
ment in  a  school  where  none  but  the  common  branches  are  taught,  would 
seem  to  give  about  60  per  c€nt.  each  for  mental  arithmetic  and  geography 

n 


154  SOMERSET  COIJNTY. 

and  40  per  cent,  each  for  written  arithmetic  and  English  grammai".  The 
Somerset  borough  schools,  under  their  new  orgainzation,  came  nearest  this 
standard. 

Teachers. — The  war  panic  had  subsided,  and  all  the  accepting  districts 
had  their  schools  in  operation.  The  number  of  teachers  employed  for  en- 
tire or  fractional  terms  in  184?  schools,  was  109  males,  and  79  females.  Be- 
fore the  war  the  numbers  were  t52  and  32.  Then  there  were  41  new  teach- 
ers employed,  38  married  males  and  35  who  had  taught  the  same  schools- 
the  previous  term.  Last  winter  these  classes  counted  56,  29  and  12  re- 
spectively. The  number  who  entered  the  military  service  in  1861,  after  the 
close  of  their  schools,  was  443;  last  year  28.  We  acknowledge  the  loss  of 
many  good  teachers ;  but  by  means  of  our  Normal  classes  the  service  has 
been  well  sustained.  Of  the  188,  no  less  than  130  had-  attended  these 
schools  last  fall,  besides  13  who  taught  out  of  the  county.  There  were  20" 
who  had  never  attended  our  Normal  schools;  15  who  had  taught  before  the 
era  of  the  superintcndency,  and  10  who  were  not  residents  of  the  county. 
Those  who  had  never  attended  the  Normal,  have  either  had  the  benefit  of  a 
good  common  school  training,  or  have  learned  their  business  from  their  more 
enterprising  associates.  Omitting  those  who  commenced  teaching  before 
the  superiutendency,  their  average  experience  was  two  terms. 

Examinations. — These  were  laborious  and  pretty  thorough,  for  I  had  the 
valuable  aid  of  H.  W.  Fisher  and  Lizzie  Marshall,  both  pupils  of  the  State 
institution  at  Millersville,  and  over  two-thirds  of  the  original  applicants 
were  fresh  from  school.  The  whole  number  examined  at  first  was  220.  My 
assistants  received  county  certificates,  the  only  ones,  except  one,  issued 
during  the  term,  or  now  in  the  hands  of  actual  teachers,  and  four  certifi- 
cates were  renewed  with  last  year's  figures. 

Certificates. — In  accordance  with  our  former  practice,  the  certificates 
were  divided  into  three  classes,  the  salaries  having  generally  been  made  to 
depend  upon  the  grade.  To  encourage  diligence,  this  mark  was  postponed 
till  the  time  of  the  visitation,  when  I  also  availed  myself  of  the  opinion  of 
directors.  Taking  a  scale  with  which  all  ought  to  be  familiar,  as  explained 
upon  the  face  of  their  certificates,  to  denote  the  standing  of  those  employed 
in  the  joint  estimate  of  scholarship  and  general  success  in  the  school  room, 
2  males  and  8  females  might  have  been  classed  as  very  good,  29  males  and 
2)  females  good,  41  males  and  27  females  middling,  27  males  and  17 
females  poor,  and  10  males  and  7  females  very  poor,  that  is  to  say,  grossly 
incompetent.  Judging  the  employees  of  the  several  townships  by  this 
standard,  we  find  that  of  the  townships  Middle  Creek,  Somerset,  Jefi'erson 
and  Summit  had  the  best  lists,  and  Paint,  Southampton,  Larimer,  U.  Tur- 
keyfoot.  Shade  and  Allegheny  the  worst,  for  want,of  sufiicient  school  houses 
»r  want  of  sufficient  salaries,  for  want  of  resident  teachers,  for  one  or  more 
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of  these  causes  which  mar  the  prospects  of  education  in  the  backward  dis- 
tricts. 

Attendance. — (1.)  By  the  census  of  1860  the  youth  of  both  sexes,  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  21,  averaged  in  the  boroughs  37  per  cent,  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation, and  in  the  townships  42^  per  cent.  (2. )  Before  the  war  the  actual  num- 
ber of  this  school  population  on  the  teachers'  lists  in  the  boroughs,  averaged 
87  per  cent,  of  the  males  and  72  per  cent,  of  the  females ;  in  the  townships 
84  and  67  per  cent,  respectively.  Last  winter  the  same  averages  were  for 
the  boroughs  78  and  68 ;  for  the  townships  77  and  66.  These  figures  are 
only  approximately  correct,  as  pupils  over  age  are  not  always  excluded; 
but,  as  for  the  increase  of  population,  it  has  been  so  small  that  it  would 
scarcely  disturb  the  calculation.  (3.)  Having  scanned  the  names  on  the 
teachers'  lists,  after  omitting  those  who  had  attended  less  than  five  days 
during  the  term,  the  average  attendance  upon  these  lists  in  the  boroughs 
was  67|^  per  cent,  for  each  sex,  and  in  the  townships  55  per  cent,  for  males 
and  52  for  females.  The  average  number  of  school  days  in  the  boroughs 
was  about  94,  but  in  the  townships  the  term  had  been  reduced  to  80  days. 
This  gave  male  pupils  in  the  boroughs  an  average  of  64^  days  schooling, 
and  female  64,  while  pupils  in  the  townships  averaged  but  43^  and  41.  Oq 
the  calculation  marked  (1,)  U.  Turkeyfoot,  Shade  and  Jefferson  stood  best 
among  the  townships,  and  Quemahoning,  Middle  Creek,  Larimer  and  North- 
ampton worst.  On  (2)  Somerset,  Jenner,  Addison,  Quemahoning  and 
Stony  Creek  stood  best,  and  Northampton  and  Middle  Creek  worst;  the 
proportions  mainly  depending  on  the  number  and  convenience  of  school 
houses.  On  (3)  Summit,  Addison,  Quemahoning,  Elk  Lick  and  Middle 
Creek  stood  best,  and  U.  Turkeyfoot,  Paint,  Southampton  and  L.  Turkey- 
foot  worst;  the  figures  in  this  case  depending  more  on  the  success  of  teach- 
ers and  the  general  interest  in  education. 

Females. — The  difference  in  the  number  of  males  and  females,  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  21,  is  nowhere  large,  except  in  our  borough  districts, 
where  the  females  are  to  the  males  in  the  proportion  of  5  to  4.  Modern 
improvements  have  done  much  for  both,  by  allowing  more  time  to  attend 
school,  especially  in  the  winter;  yet  we  have  seen  that  the  number  of  males 
and  females,  on  the  teachei*s'  lists,  averaged  but  77  and  66|  per  cent. ,  respec- 
tively, of  those  who  appeared  to  be  entitled  to  this  privilege.  The  difference 
in  these  averages  was  least  in  Lower  Turkeyfoot,  Southampton,  Greenville, 
Middle  Creek,  Northampton,  Shade  and  Jenner,  and  greatest  in  Paint,  Sum- 
mit, Somerset,  Quemahoning  and  Allegheny.  With  regard  to  the  per 
centage  of  the  average  attendance,  upon  these  lists,  the  difference  was  least 
in  Addison,  Summit,  Shade,  Elk  Lick,  Allegheny,  Northampton  and  Paint 
being  in  favor  of  the  females  in  the  three  first  named,  and  greatest  in  South- 
ampton, Lower  Turkeyfoot,  Brothers  Yalley,  Stony  Creek  and  Greenville, 
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We  have  here  a  strange  jumble  of  names,  yet  the  general  result  is  satis- 
factory, proving,  as  it  does,  that  females  are  no  longer  discouraged,  as  they 
used  to  be,  in  their  efforts  to  get  an  education.  While  it  is  a  subject  for 
congratulation  that  all  our  teachers,  except  5,  were  either  residents  of  the 
county,  or  educated  in  our  schools,  it  is  remarkable,  that  of  106  males  em- 
ployed, but  15  resided  in  the  villages.  On  the  other  hand,  of  "77  females 
employed,  50  belonged  to  the  villages  and  27  to  the  country,  the  latter  in- 
cluding a  large  proportion  of  the  best  teachers.  Somerset  borough  alone, 
with  a  population  of  less  than  1,200,  furnished  28  teachers,  of  whom  26 
were  females.  The  ten-fold  increase  of  female  teachers,  in  less  than  that 
number  of  years,  and  their  general  success,  are  proofs  that  they  are  pretty 
fairly  appreciated,  and  that  the  charge  thus  devolved  upon  them  is  not 
likely  to  be  taken  from  them. 

Visitation. — The  visitation  was  commenced  in  the  first  week  of  December, 
and  continued,  with  an  interruption  of  one  week  at  the  holidays,  until  the 
close  of  the  term.  One  school  in  Addison  had  closed  before  I  reached  it; 
and  in  Paint,  where  the  teachers  still  change  at  the  end  of  two  months,  three 
school  houses  were  not  visited.  The  number  of  visits  was  224,  none  being 
visited  more  than  twice.  As  no  programme  was  published,  though  the 
company  of  directors  would  have  been  agreeable,  I  had  seldom  an  oppor- 
tunity to  secure  it.  My  observations  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  success 
of  teachers.  Hereafter  I  shall  also  endeavor  to  pay  more  attention  to  the 
advancement  of  pupils.  Teachers  usually  exhibited  a  laudable  desire  to 
avail  themselves  of  my  advice  and  assistance ;  and  parents,  who  knew  of 
My  arrival,  were  generally  present.  Where  the  state  of  things  was  satis- 
factory, I  made  a  brief  address  to  the  pupils ;  and  I  am  gratified  to  be  able 
to  say,  that  I  found  two-thirds  of  the  schools  in  this  condition.  In  point  of 
education,  73  per  cent,  of  those  employed  were  considered  satisfactory. — 
The  monthly  visitations  would  be  most  valuable,  if  competent  school  visitors 
could  be  had;  and  surely  none  but  a  teacher  is  capable  of  rendering  the  ser- 
vice. 

Institutes. — The  provision  of  the  law  in  relation  to  district  institutes  was, 
probably,  as  well  complied  with  as  was  to  be  expected.  I  was  seldom 
present,  but  had  good  means  of  information.  Some  of  these  institutes  knew 
nothing  but  work,  being  Normal  classes  in  disguise.  Of  these,  the  Stony 
Creek  institute,  conducted  by  Edmund  Manges,  was  the  best.  Some,  with 
a  greater  variety  of  talents,  were  both  talkers  and  workers,  and,  for  that 
reason,  of  more  general  interest.  Others  contented  themselves  with  dis- 
cussions on  theory,  and  the  scarcity  of  talkers  soon  made  them  tiresome. — 
In  the  c]nss  of  talkers,  the  Elk  Lick  institute,  under  the  lead  of  Dr.  Welfley, 
secretary  of  the  board,  and  himself  a  teacher  of  some  experience,  succeeded 
best.     Anoiher  secretary,  Mr.  Knepper,  of  Brothers  Yalley,  late  a  teacher 
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of  some  merit,  did  good  service  in  his  district.  The  method  was  for  teach- 
ers to  meet  in  turn,  at  each  other's  school  houses,  to  witness  and  compare 
methods  of  instruction.  Some  institutes  were  too  small  to  get  along  pro- 
perly, and  even  the  larger  ones  did  not  always  do  as  well  as  we  had  a  right 
to  expect.  We  also  had  a  county  institute  of  five  days,  at  the  holidays,  at- 
tended by  93  of  our  own  teachers,  the  interest  of  which  was  well  sustained. 

Conclusion. — The  influence  of  the  superintendency  has  communicated  a 
great  impulse  to  the  cause.  The  gradual  improvement  of  teachers  increases 
their  influence,  which  is  steadily  exerted  for  the  advancement  of  their 
schools.  Last  fall  we  had  three  Normal  schools,  which  rendered  good 
service.  This  year  we  shall  have  seven  schools  taught  by  persons  who, 
after  having  raised  themselves  to  the  front  rank  among  their  compeers,  had 
attended  professional  lectures  at  Millersville.  With  them  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  raise  a  full  body  of  teachers,  equal  to  the  73  per  cent,  whom  we 
have  noticed  above  as  having  passed  a  satisfactory  examination.  Yet, 
teaching  is  so  far  from  being  a  regular  business,  that  but  half  of  those  em- 
ployed last  winter  had  taught  in  the  county  the  winter  previous. 

District  institutes  were  generally  unsuccessful,  for  want  of  a  due  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  by  directors,  and  of  interest  among  teachers ;  so  that  we 
have  failed  to  interest  the  community  in  an  important  educational  move- 
ment. 


SULLIYAN  COUNTY.— H.  Armstrong. 

School  Houses. — Owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  our  country,  not  much 
has  been  done  in  erecting  school  houses.  One  very  good  and  convenient 
house  has  been  erected  in  Forks  district.  A  new  house  has  also  been  built 
in  Colley,  but  has  not  been  opened  for  school,  on  account  of  sickness. — 
There  are  still  a  few  houses  unfit  for  use.  Laporte  township  has  one  such, 
Davidson  one,  Elkland  two,  and  Cherry  three.  Quite  a  number  of  others 
are  barely  tolerable.  One  such,  in  Laporte  township,  was  burned  down, 
after  the  close  of  the  winter  school.  All  the  houses  built  within  the  last 
few  years  are  good,  substantial  buildings.  A  few  are  not  quite  finished. 
These  relics  of  olden  time  will  soon  pass  away.  Fox  district  is  worthy  of 
special  mention,  on  account  of  the  good  taste  displayed  in  buildings.  They 
are  the  best  in  the  county. 

Furniture. — None  but  the  new  houses  have  been  supplied  with  furniture 
during  the  year.  All  the  houses  in  Fox  and  Dushore  boroughs,  thirteen  of 
the  houses  in  Cherry,  four  in  Forks,  and  one  each  in  Elkland  and  Hillsgrove, 
have  good,  and  perhaps  sufficient,  furniture.     The  others  are  insufficient  in 
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this  respect.     This  is  particularly  true  of  the  remaining  houses  in  David- 
son, Elkland,  Hillsgrove  and  CoUey.     The  furniture,  in  a  majority  of  our 
school  houses,  is  still  similar  to  that  in  use  when  the  present  generation  of 
men  were  boys. 

Apparatus. — Nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  supplying  apparatus 
during  the  past  year,  except  in  the  new  houses.  As  a  general  thing,  the 
houses  built  during  the  past  few  years  have  sufficient  black-board  surface. 
Two  bouses  each  in  Laporte  township  and  Colley,  and  one  each  in  David- 
son and  Elkland,  are  entirely  without  black-boards.  The  houses  in  Elkland 
and  Eox  are  supplied  with  a  large  map  of  the  United  States.  Laporte 
borough  has  a  fine  globe,  and  Dushore  borough,  blocks  to  illustrate  the  cube 
root.  I  have  noticed  that  those  teachers  who  make  little  or  no  use  of  the 
black-board,  are,  in  other  respects,  always  unfit  for  the  profession. 

Schools. — None  of  the  schools  in  our  county  are  graded.  Such  schools 
are  greatly  needed  in  Laporte  borough  and  Dushore  borough.  An  attempt 
has  been  made  at  classification  in  all  our  schools;  but,  in  several  instances, 
with  imperfect  success. 

leachers. — Two  of  the  teachers  in  Fox,  one  in  Elkland,  one  in  Dushore 
borough,  one  in  Laporte  township,  one  in  Davidson,  and  three  in  Cherry, 
gave  imperfect  satisfaction.  All  the  others  gave  reasonable  satisfactioij. — 
Several  acquitted  themselveS  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all.  The  number 
of  female  teachers  employed  during  the  year  is  47,  and  the  number  of  males 
9.     As  compared  with  former  years,  the  account  stands  thus: 

MALES.  FEMALES. 

185« 28 18 

1859 25 34 

1860 21 36 

1861 19 39 

1862 18 41 

1863 9 47 

The  falling  ofif  of  male  teachers,  during  the  past  year,  is  partly  owing  to 
the  war,  that  has  drawn  a  large  number  of  our  young  men  to  the  army. — 
Our  female  teachers  are  quite  as  successful  as  the  males.  From  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  some  quite  young  girls  have  been  employed  during  the  past 
winter.  A  few  have  failed  to  give  satisfaction,  who  might  do  better  with 
more  maturity. 

Visitation. — I  visited  12  schools  twice,  36  once,  and  8  not  at  all.  The 
average  length  of  each  visit  was  two  hours.  I  was  prevented  from  visiting 
the  schools  as  often  as  usual,  by  sickness  in  my  own  family;  and,  in  many 
parts  of  the  county,  the  diptheria  prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  a 
great  number  of  children  have  died  during  the  past  winter.  The  small  pox 
also  prevailed  extensively  in  two  districts.     Some  schools  were  broken  up, 
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-and  the  efficiency  of  many  others  was  greatly  impaired.     I  am  not  able  to 
state,  definitely,  the  number  and  effect  of  visits  by  pai-ents  and  directors. 

District  Secretaries. — There  has  been  no  case  in  which  the  district  secre- 
tary acted  as  district  superintendent. 

District  Institvies. — All  the  districts  in  the  county  have  attempted  to 
keep  up  dictrict  institutes  every  other  Saturday.  So  far  as  I  can  learn,  the 
attendance  was  good,  especially  considering  the  difficulties  from  bad  roads 
and  isolated  schools.  I  cannot  speak,  definitely,  of  the  results.  Much  de- 
pends upon  having  a  suitable  teacher  to  take  the  lead.  I  expect  favorable 
results  from  this  feature  of  the  school  law.  It  is  well  worthy  of  a  fair  trial. 
We  held  our  annual  county  institute  at  Dushore,  for  six  successive  weeks. 
It  was  successful  beyond  our  fondest  expectations.  Seventy-eight  teachers 
were  in  attendance,  most  of  them  for  the  entire  six  weeks.  Five  of  these 
annual  six  weeks'  institutes  have  already  been  held  in  our  county,  each  one 
increasing  in  interest.  The  results  have  been  good.  Six  years  ago  there 
were  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  resident  teachers  in  our  county;  now  the 
number  is  sixty-seven.  We  have  teachers  enough  to  supply  our  own  county, 
and  some  to  spare.  My  notes  and  examination  papers  will  show  that  our 
own  teachers  are  fully  equal  to  those  who  have  come  to  us  from  surround- 
ing counties.  From  the  first,  my  great  end  and  aim  have  been  to  raise  up 
well  qualified  native  teachers.  Wherever  I  have  found  youth  of  promise, 
I  have  endeavored  to  aid  and  encourage  them  in  getting  an  education. — 
The  results  have  been  such,  that  I  feel  more  than  rewarded  for  all  my  labors. 
From  my  anxiety  to  aid  the  young  student,  I  may,  perhaps,  have  erred,  in 
sometimes  granting  a  certificate  too  soon. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  are  read  in  <about  half  of  the  fifty-six 
schools.     The  effects  are  invariably  good.     No  other  modes  of  moral  in-  , 
«truction  are  used.     One  school  is  opened  by  prayer  and  singing. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  prevailing  public  sentiment  is  decidedly  favorable 
to  common  schools,  and  to  the  common  school  system  of  our  State.  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  report,  that  Shrewsbury  district  has  resolved  to  establish 
public  schools,  and  conform  to  the  school  law.  There  will  be  no  report 
from  that  district  this  year,  (to  June  1,  1863,)  but,  in  future,  the  blanks 
opposite  its  name  will  be  filled.  In  several  districts  there  are  individuals 
who  are  opposed  to  public  schools,  from  penuriousness,  or  other  reasons ; 
Ibut  I  am  satisfied  that  the  system  is  acceptable  to  a  vast  majority. 


160  SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY.— A.  N.  Bullakd. 

School  Houses. — Thirteen  new  school  houses  were  erected  during  the 
Year,  all  good,  when  compared  with  those  they  take  the  place  of.  It  is  not 
deemed  important  to  name  all  the  houses  that  are  thought  to  be  so  insuffi- 
cient as  to  be  uncomfortable  and  injurious  to  the  pupils ;  but  I  find  by  re- 
fering  to  my  note  book,  that  there  are  in  the  county  120  houses  wholly  unfit, 
some  36  first  class,  or  good  ones,  and  the  rest  can  be  made  comfortable  by 
proper  repairs.  In  regard  to  the  location  of  our  school  houses,  I  find  but 
16,  (out  of  260,)  with  what  I  would  call  good  locations.  Si  more  with  mid- 
dling good  ones,  but  the  location  of  all  the  rest  is  decidedly  bad,  and  many 
of  them  unhealthy.  25  houses  have  play  grounds,  26  shade  trees,  while  all 
the  rest  have  neither  play  gTOunds  nor  shade  trees.  When  will  the 
time  come  that  the  children  attending  our  schools  can  have  a  spot  of 
ground  that  they  can  call  their  own,  on  which  to  enjoy  their  sports 
and  recreations  ?  Every  school  house  should  have  attached  to  it  play 
grounds,  shade  trees  and  proper  out-buildings.  I  deem  such  appendages 
about  as  essential  as  windows  to  admit  light,  or  stoves  to  impart  warmth. 
About  70  houses  are  Ave^l  ventilated,  while  the  rest  have  very  low  ceilings 
and  no  regard  paid  to  a  proper  ventilation.  Friends  of  the  young,  you  who 
desire  that  their  physical  and  intellectual  faculties  shall  be  properly  trained 
and  improved,  can  you  inform  us  who  it  is  that  indirectly  assists  in  murder- 
ing the  innocents?  If  you  are  at  a  loss  how  to  answer  that  question,  just 
visit  for  one  afternoon,  one  of  our  7  by  9  shanties,  called  school  houses,  in 
which  are  crowded  from' 50  to  70  scholars,  and  then  I  think  you  will  be 
.  able  to  answer  it.  But  we  have  reason  to  be  greatly  encouraged,  for,  when 
new  houses  are  built,  very  many  of  the  errors  are  corrected. 

Furniture. — Not  more  than  three  or  four  houses  were  supplied  during 
the  year  with  good  furniture,  and  even  those  with  not  a  sufficient  quantity. 
Nearly  all  the  rest  yet  contain  inconvenient  and  injurious  furniture.  In  104< 
houses  I  found  the  "young  Americas"  using  the  soft  side  of  slabs  for  seats, 
without  backs,  and  at  such  a  distance  from  the  floor  that  the  little  ones  could 
not  rest  their  feet  upon  the  floor.  There  are,  however,  a  few  noble  excep- 
tions. The  directors  of  Great  Bend  borough  have  enlarged  their  school 
building,  making  of  it  a  very  pleasant  one,  and  furnishing  one  of  the  rooms 
with  improved  seats  and  desks,  and  a  large  supply  of  black-board  surface 
and  other  suitable  apparatus.  I  find  yet  in  the  county  some  60  houses 
without  any  black-board  surface,  and  many  others  with  much  less  than  is 
needed. 

The  Schools. — In  addition  to  the  v/ell  graded  school  in  the  borough  of 
New  Mil  ford,  which  has  been  in  a  very  flourishing  condition  since  its  com- 
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mencement,  the  directors  of  Great  Bend  and  Montrose  boroughs  have,  dur- 
ing the  year,  partially  graded  their  schools,  and  are  well  pleased  with  the 
results.  We  have  yet  in  the  county  some  50  schools  that  are  neither 
graded  nor  properly  classified.  The  rest  are  well  classed,  and  generally 
well  supplied  with  suitable  text-books. 

Teachers. — The  number  of  teachers  in  the  county  that  gave  perfect  satis- 
faction was  70,  that  gave  reasonable  satisfaction  190,  while  the  number 
that  failed  of  success  was  much  less  than  usual.  During  my  term  of  office 
I  have  granted  27  professional  certificates,  and  in  no  instance  have  those 
holding  professional  certificates  failed  to  give  satisfaction.  The  increase  of 
female  teachers  during  the  year  was  considerable,  but  the  exact  proportion 
I  am  unable  to  state.  Our  female  teachers  have  generally  met  with  as  good 
success  as  our  male  teachers,  and  we  do  not  suffer  by  the  change. 

Visitation.— I  have  during  the  year  visited  240  of  the  schools  once,  30 
twice,  12  three  times  and  a  few  the  fourth  time.  The  length  of  time  spent 
in  each  school  would  average  about  ooie  and  a  half  hours.  "Where  the 
schools  receive  regular,  or  even  occasional  visits  from  parents  and  directors, 
the  good  effect  is  readily  discovered. 

District  Secretaries. — In  not  more  than  two  or  three  districts  in  the  county 
do  the  secretaries  act  as  district  superintendents,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any 
distinguished  instances  of  success  as  the  result  of  such  services,  or  of  any 
important  mode  of  proceeding  on  their  part. 

District  Institutes. — District  institutes  have  been  held  on  alternate  Satur- 
days, under  the  act  of  1862,  in  nearly  every  district  of  the  county,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  the  teachers  have  attended  them.  The  general  results 
of  those  institutes  was  not,  I  believe,  as  good  as  was  desired  or  even  ex- 
pected. In  a  few  of  the  townships  the  success  attending  them  was  good, 
in  others  almost  or  quite  a  failure.  In  townships  where  all  the  teachers 
were  females,  and  young,  with  but  little  if  any  experience  in  conducting 
such  meetings,  but  very  little  was  accomplished.  In  order  to  make  them 
beneficial  to  teachers  and  schools,  the  directors  and  other  friends  of  good 
schools  mast  lend  their  assistance.  If  these  institutes  can  have  the  aid  of 
all  those  interested,  the  good  that  will  be  accomplished  will  be  incalculable. 
The  "County  Teachers'  Association"  was  re-organized  soon  after  my  term 
of  office  commenced,  and  has  rapidly  increased  in  usefulness  from  that  time 
to  the  present.  It  holds  four  meetings  annually,  and  during  all  the  war 
excitement  the  attendance  .has  been  very  large  and  the  exercises  spirited 
and  profitable. 

Moral  Instruction.—-!  should  think  the  Scriptures  were  regularly  read  in 
about  one-half  of  the  schools  of  the  county,  and  that  some  time  was  devoted 
to  the  imparting  of  moral  instruction  by  other  methods,  and  in  a  few  in- 
stances by  the  use  of  books  prepared  for  that  purpose.     While  a  very  large 
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share  of  the  children  of  the  county  are  making  commendable  advancement 
in  all  the  ordinary  branches  taught  in  the  common  schools,  and  some  even 
in  branches  not  required  by  our  laws,  the  moral  training  of  quite  too  large 
a  number  of  them  is  sadly  neglected.  Our  teachers  can,  if  they  will,  exert 
a  powerful  influence  over  the  morals  of  their  pupils.  la  my  judgment  this 
is  the  most  essential  part  of  an  education,  and  directors  and  parents  should 
see  to  it,  that  no  teachers  are  employed  that  are  not  well  qualified  to  im- 
part sound  moral  instruction. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  prevailing  public  sentiment  in  reference  to  the 
value  of  the  common  school,  is  constantly  improving,  though  perhaps  not 
as  rapidly  as  might  be  desired.  Funds  are  being  raised  in  several  town- 
ships by  tax,  for  the  first  time,  with  which  to  erect  new  school  houses.  In 
some  districts  where  the  people  were  at  first  bitterly  opposed  to  a  building 
tax,  the  public  sentiment  has  so  changed,  that  they  are  now  building  two 
new  houses  each  year.  I  was  quite  fearful  that  when  this  terrible  war  was 
fully  inaugurated,  it  would  injure  our  schools  very  much,  but  such  has  not 
been  the  fact  up  to  the  present  time.  The  people  seem  quite  willing  to  at- 
tend to  the  proper  education  of  the  young,  and  to  put  forth  their  eff'orts  to 
crush  out  this  maliciously  wicked  rebellion  at  the  same  time.  One  encour- 
aging feature  of  the  improved  state  of  public  sentiment,  is  the  fact  that  the 
subject  of  graded  schools  is  being  discussed  in  a  number  of  the  townshipa 
We  certainly  have  the  material,  and  should  have  in  operation,  within  the 
next  two  years,  at' least  ten  good  graded  schools. 

Suggestions. — In  my  judgment  the  four  months'  term  should  b«  abandoned 
by  legislative  enactment,  for  one  of  at  least  six  months'  duration.  Our 
terms  of  school  are  decidedly  too  short.  Where  but  little  capital  is  invest- 
ed, large  returns  cannot  be  expected.  When  children  spend  two-thirds  of 
the  year  in  manual  labor  or  amusement,  (or  what  is  still  worse,  in  idleness,) 
it  must  be  expected  that  their  minds  will  become  estranged  from  studious 
habits,  and  that  they  will  learn  to  hate  the  control  and  confinement  of  the 
school  room.  The  same  apathy  and  indifference  must  also  enter  the  minds 
of  parents,  thereby  depriving  the  children  of  their  so  much  needed  aid  and 
encouragement.  Let  our  school  term  be  fixed  by  law  at  six  months.  Then 
let  it  be  increased  by  the  directors  and  people  as  much  as  possible.  Let  the 
qualifications  be  their  guide  in  selecting  the  teacher  for  the  all  important 
work  in  the  school  room  ;  give  him  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  he  needs, 
and  the  work  will  be  done,  and  well  done.  It  was  clearly  the  intention  of 
the  originators  of  our  present  school  system,  that  the  wealth  of  the  State 
should  be  used  to  educate  the  children  of  the  State.  Such  being  the  case, 
I  cannot  see  why  the  moneys  for  school  purposes  should  not  be  raised  by  a 
general  tax.  As  an  illustration,  we  find  that  in  some  counties,  with  a  tax 
of  2^  or  3  mills  on  the  dollar  of  valuation,  for  school  purposes,  they  are  able 
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to  keep  their  schools  open  8  or  9  months  during  the  year,  while  others  are 
obliged  to  levy  a  tax  of  10  mills  or  more  for  school  purposes,  and  yet  can 
have  but  a  trifle  over  four  months  school  each  year.  This  certainly  is  an 
evil  that  should  be  remedied.  If  we  are  to  have  a  free  school  system,  let 
us  have  one  that  is  free,  and  one  that  will  use  the  property  of  the  State,  so 
as  to  bear  alike  upon  all  classes,  to  educate  the  children  of  the  State  Let 
the  amount  needed  for  the  support  of  all  the  schools  in  the  State,  say  for  8 
months  or  more  each  year,  be  raised  by  a  uniform  tax  upon  the  property  of 
the  State,  and  divided  by  the  Department  of  Common  Schools  to  the  dis- 
tricts, according  to  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school  in  each. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  tender  my  warmest  thanks  to  the  teachers  and  friends 
of  education,  for  their  uniform  kindness  and  attention. 
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School  Hous€s. — School  houses  built  during  the  year,  14,  a  majority  of 
which  are  after  the  more  improved  models.  Directors  are  beginning  to  pay 
more  attention  to  ventilation  and  convenience  than  formerly ;  yet  there  is  a 
sad  disregard  as  to  proper  arrangements  for  heating  and  ventilating ;  some, 
and  perhaps  the  large  majority,  forgetting  that  vitiated  atmosphere  in  a  room 
containing  from  fifty  to  sixty  pupils,  is  most  improper  and  unprofitable  for  brain 
work  or  health  of  the  children.  But  so  long  as  this  work  is  performed  by  men 
who  cannot  tell  what  constituent  elements  compose  the  air  we  breathe,  or 
who  do  not  know  but  that  carbonic  acid  gas  is  as  essential  to  the  support 
of  animal  life  as  oxygen,  so  long  will  our  school  houses  be  materially  defec- 
tive in  respect  to  ventilation  and  heating. 

Furniture. — The  large  majority  of  school  houses  in  this  county  are  illy 
supplied  with  suitable  furniture.     A  few  are  well  supplied. 

A^jparatus. — Elk  is  the  only  district  in  the  county  whose  schools  are  well 
supplied  with  apparatus.  The  effect  and  advantage  of  apparatus  upon  a 
school  is  most  valuable.  No  one  can  teach  children  well  by  any  other  than 
the  "object  method." 

Schooh. — I  have  no  instance  of  the  establishment  of  graded  schools  to 
report  during  the  year.  There  are  no  schools  in  the  county  in  which  some 
sort  of  classification  is  not  attempted.  I  apprehend  there  is  no  question  of 
greater  moment  to  the  prosperity  of  the  schools  than  that  of  a  proper  classi- 
fication and  gradation.  In  many  instances  it  is  quite  probable  very  crude 
ideas  are  entertained  as  to  grading  and  classifying  schools.  What  would 
be  thought  of  the  merchant,  who,  upon  returning  from  the  city,  should  heap 
up  his  great  variety  of  articles,  in  a  confused  mass,  in  the  middle  of  the 
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floor,  and  announce  himself  ready  for  trade  ?  Would  he  succeed  ?  Or,  what 
should  we  think  of  the  farmer  who  has  no  system  or  plan  of  work,  but  who 
runs  constantly  from  morning  till  night  from  one  thing  to  another  ?  We  are 
beginning  to  profit  by  experience.  The  people  have  begun  to  think  and 
"compare  notes."  The  teacher  who  attempts  to  manage  a  school  in  which 
he  has  more  classes  than  pupils,  and  where  each  scholar  "says  his  lesson" 
alone,  is  justly  classed  with  the  "fossils"  of  some  former  age,  and  has  no 
business  in  the  school  room.  The  classification  of  the  scho-^l  is  left  almost 
entirely  to  the  teachers,  and  they  encounter  in  some  distrii  *s  not  a  little 
difficulty,  growing  out  of  the  great  multitude  of  books  of  different  kinds. 
The  directors  have  done  well  in  a  majority  of  the  districts;  in  a  few  the  law, 
in  this  respect,  is  too  laxly  administered,  and  many  times  inefficiency  is 
charged  to  teachers,  when,  in  reality,  it  rests  upon  others.  In  connection 
with  the  subject  of  graded  schools,  I  suggest  that  Nelson,  Westfield,  (village,) 
Covington  borough,  Mansfield  and  Gray's  Valley,  (in  Sullivan,)  ought  to 
establish  graded  schools,  and  their  superior  excellence,  practicability  and 
economy  would,  with  proper  management,  soon  be  demonstrated. 

Teachers. — I  examined  during  the  year  44'4<  applicants  for  certificates. 
Of  this  number  I  refused  certificates  to  42,  or  nearly  10  per  cent.  I  renewed 
and  endorsed  29  certificates  in  meritorious  cases.  Of  the  whole  number  of 
teachers  examined,  28  received  the  "county"  or  "professional"  certificate. 
Adding  24  who  had  received  the  county  certificate  before,  the  total  teaching 
force  in  this  county  is  455.  Rigid  examinations  have  prevented  many  who 
were  doubtful  of  success  from  appl3"ing  for  certificates,  while  they  have 
formed  a  great  stimulus  to  others  to  become  better  qualified  for  their  respon- 
sible duties.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  the  great  majority  of  teachers 
as  having  succeeded  well,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  visit  their  schools  to 
ascertain.  Not  a  single  teacher  in  the  county,  holding  the  county  certificate, 
but  that  acquitted  himself  with  honor.  Our  teachers  are  gradually  improv- 
ing, and  could  they  get  steady  employment  and  fair  compensation  there 
would  be  an  inducement  for  teachers  to  remain  in  the  profession. 

Examinations. — The  examinations  have  been  largely  attended  by  teachers, 
directors  and  citizens.  I  have  been  called  upon  but  few  times  by  directors 
to  hold  private  examinations.  The  best  class  of  teachers  unanimously  come 
out  to  the  public  examinations,  so  much  so  that  it  has  become  a  matter  of 
suspicion  for  a  teacher  to  seek  a  private  examination. 

Certificates. — Upon  the  subject  of  certificates  the  public  generally  need 
more  accurate  information.  Too  many  believe  now,  as  was  believed  years 
ago,  that  a  certificate  signifies  competency  to  teach.  Not  so.  The  super- 
intendent may  show  by  his  marking  in  the  certificate  that  the  holder  is  in- 
competent. No  intelligent  board  of  directors  employ  a  teacher  whose  cer- 
tificate is  marked  3,  4  and  5  in  the  branches.     In  a  large  majority  of  districts 
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where  the  law  is  well  carried  out,  boards  of  directors  appoint  a  day  on  which 
to  meet  the  teachers  and  citizens  together,  and  make  the  appointment  of 
teachers.  They  require,  in  every  instance,  the  applicants  for  schools  to 
present  to  the  board  a  valid  certificate,  in  default  of  which  no  contract  is 
entered  into  with  them.  They  grade  the  wages  according  to  the  grade  of 
certificate.  And  not  a  single  instrnce  has  come  to  my  knowledge  of  a  teacher 
holding  a  certificate  of  I's  and  2's  making  a  failure.  There  are  two  or  three 
districts  in  the  county  that  pay  but  little  attention  to  the  grade  of  certificate, 
and  theyusually  employ  teachers  who  cannot  get  schools  elsewhere.  Their 
schools  are,  as  the  legitimate  fruits  of  their  own  work,  quite  ordinary.  It 
seems  to  have  been  the  intent  of  the  "provisional"  certificate  that  every  ap- 
plicant should  have  his  qualifications,  be  they  "good"  or  "poor,"  marked  in 
the  certificate  as  a  guide  to  directors,  and  upon  their  shoulders  was  to  rest 
the  burden  of  discriminating  between  the  "  good"  and  "  poor,"  and  to  employ 
none  but  those  who  could  produce  evidence  of  sufficient  scholarship  to  teach. 
In  a  few  instances  it  was  found  that  this  latitude  of  discretionary  power  was 
either  abused  or  neglected,  or  that  directors  would  shrink  from  its  proper 
performance.  Hence  it  became  necessary  to  fix  a  standard  of  marking  below 
which  county  superintendents  would  not  go.  It  is  my  decided  opinion,  under 
the  present  order  of  things,  and  perhaps  for  the  next  generation,  that  we 
cannot  dispense  with  the  "provisional"  certificate,  for  the  reason,  if  no  other, 
that  a  supply  of  teachers,  large  enough  to  fill  the  schools,  cannot  be  found 
who  come  up  to  the  standard  for  a  "county"  or  "professional"  certificate. 
"What  we  may  be  able  to  do  in  future  remains  to  be  seen.  With  faith,  co- 
operation and  perseverance  we  can  do  much. 

Visitations. — I  made  235  visitations  to  the  schools  during  the  year,  or 
one  to  each  school,  on  an  average.  The  length  of  the  visit  varied,  accord- 
ing to  the  size  of  the  school,  and  other  circumstances,  from  half  an  hour  to 
half  a  day.  Average  length,  about  two  hours.  Visits  are  frequently  made 
in  most  districts  by  directors,  parents  and  citizens.  Yet  there  is  a  lack  of 
a  more  thorough,  competent  local  supervision. 

District  Secretaries. — But  few  of  the  boards  of  directors  have  appointed 
their  secretaries  to  visit  the  schools.  The  services  of  a  competent  officer 
would  be  valuable. 

District  Institutes. — Every  district  in  the  county,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, made  some  sort  of  an  effort  to  establish,  and  keep  up,  these  institutes. 
Very  few,  however,  have  been  thoroughly  organized.  Too  many  teachers 
look  upon  this  as  a  holiday,  and  devote  their  time  to  amusement,  rather 
than  work  in  the  institute. 

3Ioral  Instruction. — The  Bible  was  read  in  nearly  every  school  in  the 
county.  No  text-book,  upon  this  subject,  has  been  used,  with  few  excep- 
tions. 
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Public  Sentiment. — There  is  hardly  a  man  in  the  county,  of  whatever 
profession  or  vocation,  who  will  not,  when  put  to  the  test,  avow  himself  a 
friend  of  common  schools.  A  large  majority  of  the  better-informed  public 
are  fast  friends  of  our  present  system.  The  system  is  being  better  under- 
stood ;  its  humane  and  elevating  design  is  perceived  ;  and  its  enemies,  though 
never  large  in  number,  or  formidable  in  character,  are  gradually  falling  out 
of  rank  and  file,  and  disappearing  altogether. 

J'he  tVar  and  Schools. — An  intestine  commotion,  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  existing  rebellion  in  our  country,  cannot  but  affect  schools,  in  common 
with  every  other  branch  of  business  and  industry.  It  furnishes  a  somewhat 
plausible  pretext  to  exercise  what  some  may  conceive  to  be  economy,  by 
way  of  withholding  necessary  support,  and  Jrightens  the  timid  into  mea- 
sures which,  in  their  cooler  moments  of  reflection,  they  would  not  sanction. 
But,  taking  all  the  circumstances  into  consideration,  it  is  a  wonder  that  the 
schools  have  done  so  well ;  and  directors,  generally,  are  entitled  to  great 
credit,  for  their  prompt  and  energetic  action  in  carrying  out  the  law.  There 
can  be  no  brighter  evidence  of  the  soundness  of  their  patriotism  and  ex- 
cellence of  their  motives. 

Home  Agencies. — I  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  our  county  papers,  for  the 
free  access  to  their  columns  always  tendered  to  me.  They  have  shown 
themselves  valuable  friends  to  the  cause  of  education  during  my  term  of 
office.  Our  academies  and  high  schools  are  doing  a  good  work  by  way  of 
preparing  teachers;  and  with  the  Mansfield  State  Normal  school  in  our 
midst,  in  full  and  successful  operation,  we  have  a  bright  and  promising 
future  before  us. 

Summary  of  Labor. — The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  principal  work 
performed  during  my  term  of  office.  From  this  it  can  be  judged  whether  I 
have  had  much  time  to  be  idle:  1.  I  held  117  district  examinations,  all  of 
which  were  public,  and  examined  in  these  classes  1,598  applicants  for  cer- 
tificates. I  also  held,  by  written  request  from  boards  of  directors,  ^4  "pri- 
vate" or  "special"  examinations,  at  which  55  applicants  were  examined. 
2,  I  made,  during  my  term  of  office,  893  official  visits  to  the  schools  of  the 
connty,  making,  on  an  average,  about  one  visit  to  each  school  yearly.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  do  this  in  every  instance,  as  some  schools  were  not  in 
session  during  my  visitations  in  their  section  of  the  county,  and  to  go  the 
whole  length  of  the  county  to  visit  one  school,  would  not  be  a  judicious  out- 
lay of  time.  3.  I  attended  63  county  and  district  institutes,  common  school 
pic-nic«,  celebrations  and  educational  meetings,  and  at  these  gatherings 
gave  59  lectures,  addresses  and  "talks"  upon  subjects  nearly  or  remotely 
connected  with  the  schools  and  the  administration  of  the  office.  4.  I  de- 
voted 750  days  toactive  o.^ficial  duty,  which,  together  with  office  work,  about 
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eompletelj  occupied  mj  whole  time.  5.  I  traveled,  in  discharge  of  ofB'cial 
duty,  about  9,705  miles,  a  distance,  at  the  rate  of  40  miles  a  day,  that  would 
require  more  than  280  days  constant  driving  to  perform.  6.  I  wrote  966 
official  letters  to  directors,  teachers  and  others,  upon  topics  connected  with 
the  office.     7.  I  attended  to  12  cases  of  difficulty  in  persoa. 
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School  Houses. — In  Limestone  district  the  directors  erected  a  new  school 
house,  on  too  economical  a  plan  to  give  a  sufficient  amount  of  pure  air  to 
the  pupils,  the  ceiling  being  only  about  eight  feet'  and  six  inches  high. — 
Otherwise  the  house  is  good,  and  the  furniture  calculated  to  make  the  pupila 
feel  at  home.  In  New  Columbia  (White  Deer  district)  a  very  substantial 
two-story  brick  building  has  been  erected,  which  gives  the  scholars  of  that 
village  and  vicinity  the  benefit  of  two  graded  schools,  instead  of  being 
crowded  into  one  badly  ventilated  room,  as  heretofore.  The  directors  of 
Lewisburg  have  erected  a  splendid  two-story  house,  with  four  rooms.  The 
building  is  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  one  erected  in  1855-56,  in  South 
ward,  described  in  "Class  III,  No.  6,"  Pennsylvania  School  Architecture, 
though  the  style  is  different.  The  house  will  be  completed  by  the  opening 
of  the  next  school  term. 

School  Furniture. — The  furniture  is  gradually  improving  in  the  different 
schools.  Maps  of  the  world  were  placed  in  twenty  schools,  and  twenty-six 
were  furnished  with  Wilson's  school  and  family  cherts. 

Graded  Schools. — Graded,  27;  ungraded,  54. 

Visitations. — Visited  once,  81;  twice,  33.  Ill  health  prevented  me  from 
visiting  all  the  second  time.  Duration  of  each  visit,  (average,)  2y  hours; 
whole  number  of  days  devoted  to  official  duty,  ill ;  number  miles  traveled 
on  official  duty,  704;  number  of  official  letters  written,  64;  number  of 
teachers  examined,  98;  number  of  certificates  granted,  (provisional,)  87; 
number  of  professional  certificates  granted,  2;  number  of  rejected  appli- 
cants, 11. 

District  Institutes. — These  were  regularly  held  in  Lewisburg,  for  Lewis- 
burg and  East  Buffalo ;  in  New  Berlin,  for  New  Berlin,  Union  and  Inde- 
pendent districts;  while  the  teachers  of  Hartley,  Lewis  and  Hartleton, 
Limestone,  Buffalo,  West  Buffalo,  Kelly  and  White  Deer,  held  their  institutes 
at  the  different  school  houses  of  their  respective  districts.  In  some  of  these 
districts  the  teachers  were  much  aroused  to  a  sense  of  duty.  Two  sessions 
a  day  did  not  seem  to  satisfy  them.     Evening  sessions  were  frequently  held. 
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which  were  well  attended  by  the  citizens  of  the  neighborhood.     Most  of  the 
teachers  went  into  the  work  heart  and  hand. 

Couvty  Institutes. — The  almost  impassable  roads,  and  the  prevalence  of 
small  pox  in  Lewisburg,  at  the  time  of  holding  the  county  institute,  pre- 
vented many  of  our  teachers  from  attending.  About  one-half  were  present. 
The  meetings  were  interesting,  and  many  valuable  thoughts  were  suggested 
by  the  different  teachers,  upon  whom  alone  the  work  depended. 

Mode  of  Examining. — I  adopted,  so  far  as  practicable,  the  standard  sug- 
gested by  the  committee  of  county  superintendents,  at  the  last  educational 
convention,  at  Harrisburg.  After  pointing  out  to  the  applicants  the  differ- 
ent degrees  of  advancement  necessary  to  obtain  figures  1,  2,  or  3,  on  their 
certificates,  I  requested  them  to  mark,  opposite  the  different  branches  in 
which  they  desired  to  be  examined,  such  figures  as  they  thought  they  could 
reach  in  the  examination.  This  was,  as  several  teachers  remarked,  "di- 
viding the  responsibility."  The  cases  were  very  rare  in  which  I  found  the 
marks  too  high.  There  were  more  instances  in  which  modesty  caused  them 
to  make  the  figure  too  low ;  but,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  they  placed  an 
honest  value  on  their  attainments. 

Female  Teachers. — In  one  of  our  rural  districts  female  teachers  had  an 
opportunity  to  prove,  to  doubting  patrons,  that  they  can  teach  and  govern 
country  schools  as  well  as  male  teachers.  Their  number  is  gradually  in- 
creasing, and  their  usefulness  is  becoming  more  appreciated. 

Summer  Schools. — These  have  been  kept  open,  as  heretofore,  though 
more  of  them  by  subscription,  than  by  the  school  directors.  The  number 
was  about  35 ;  the  duration  of  the  term  about  5  months. 

The  War. — The  war  has,  so  far,  not  materially  affected  our  schools,. 
further  than  taking  from  our  midst  some  of  our  most  efficient  teachers ;  but 
we  have  always  had  a  reserve  of  teachers,  who  found  employment  in  other 
counties.  These,  with  a  slight  increase  of  female  teachers,  have,  so  far 
supplied  the  place  of  those,  who,  in  answer  to  our  country's  call,  have  gone 
forth  to  put  down  rebellion,  instead  of  ignorance. 

The  Past  and  the  Future. — If  I  have  not  realized  all  the  improvements 
in  our  schools  I  had  hoped  to  see  when  my  duties  began  eight  years  ago, 
I  have,  at  least,  the  assurance,  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  more  could 
not  have  been  reasonably  expected ;  while  those  who  are  complaining,  and 
justly,  too,  that  their  schools  did  not  improve,  should  first  ask  themselves 
whether  they  are  not  responsible  for  the  failure.  Did  they  co-operate  with 
the  teacher  ?  Did  they  help  to  adopt  the  suggestions  of  the  county  super- 
intendent ?     If  they  can  say  yes,  thfe  fault  is  not  theirs. 

In  taking  leave  of  my  official  duties,  I  must  tender  my  thanks  to  the 
teachers  and  school  directors,  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  advancing  the 
interest  and  improvement  of  the  schools  under  my  care,  and  for  their  many 
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acts  of  kindness ;  to  the  scholars,  for  their  general  respect  to  their  teachers 
and  others;  to  the  editors  of  our  county  papers,  for  the  deep  interest  they 
have  manifested  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  to  the  friends  whose  hos- 
pitality I  so  often  shared. 
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Souses. — Erected  during  the  year,  Clinton,  1;  Cornplanter,  2;  Cranberry, 
1;  Hickory,  1,  well  finished  and  attractive,  but  small;  Irwin,  1;  Jackson 
'2,  very  creditable,  after  plan  of  School  Architecture,  with  graded  desks ; 
Sandy  Creek,  1,  comfortable,  desks  graded,  black-board  extending  to  the 
floor;  Sugar  Creek,  1,  graded  desks  with  slits  in  top  for  depositing  slates; 
Tionesta,  1;  total,  11.  The  houses  are  geuorally  too  small,  with  little  or 
no  means  of  ventilation,  diminutive  windows  and  ilh"-  constructed  and  ar- 
ranged desks.  In  Allegheny,  Canal  and  President  the  directors  do  not  levy 
a  building  tax,  but  permit  the  people  to  build  and  take  care  of  the  houses. 
The  consequence  is  that  some  of  the  houses  in  those  districts  are  very  small, 
mere  shells,  unfinished  inside  and  out,  badly  seated  and  totally  unfit  for 
winter  school.  I  look  upon  this  method  as  pernicious  and  antagonistic  to 
the  spirit  of  the  school  law.  If  the  department  would  issue  a  small  pamph- 
let edition  of  School  Architecture,  or  attach  a  few  pages  to  the  annual  report 
or  school  law,  containing  a  few  plans  for  school  houses  in  the  rural  districts, 
on  an  economical  scale,  a  reform  might  *be  effected.  The  Pennsylvania 
School  Architecture  has  been  lost  in  many  districts.  The  houses  planned 
in  that  work  are  considered,  by  many,  too  costly  for  poor  districts,  and  as  a 
consequence,  have  not  been  generally  adopted. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — Under  this  head,  I  can  report  but  little  im- 
provement. The  furniture  is  seldom  changed  until  the  house  is  chano-ed  • 
5  houses  are  without  black-boards;  35  have  an  insufficient  allowance-  41 
still  have  the  long  desks  around  the  sides  of  the  room.  The  best  furnished 
school  in  the  county  is  the  one  in  Franklin,  ta\ight  by  Mr.  G.  A.  Walker 
which  is  supplied  with  Guyot's  outline  maps,  charts  of  every  description, 
books  and  conveniences  at  an  expense  of  over  $200  to  the  liberal  and  ener- 
getic teacher. 

Schools. — An  efi'ort  at  gradation  was  made  in  Cherry  Tree,  (lud.,)  Coo- 
perstown,  Franklin  and  Pleasantville.  The  schools  of  Franklin  were  divided 
into  three  grades,  the  remainder  into  two. 

Teachers. — About  150  teachers  gave  reasonable  satisfaction.     The  ratio 
of  male  and  female  teachers  was  nearly  the  same  as  last  year.     There  are 
at  few  observing  minds  that  can  doubt  but  that  female  teachers  are  to  be 
12 
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placed  on  an  equality,  at  least,  with  those  of  the  other  sex,  whatever  maybe 
the  opinions  of  some  in  regard  to  their  superiority.  The  numerous  failures 
are  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  sex.  Monetary  considerations,  want  of  judg- 
ment, favoritism,  &c.,  often  lead  to  the  setting  aside  of  competent  lady 
teachers  to  make  way  for  those  wanting  in  experience,  scholarship,  judg- 
ment or  dignity. 

Visitation. — During  the  year  I  made  270  visits,  averaging  2^  hours  each, 
traveling  in  the  performance  of  duty  1,911  miles.  A  slight  improvement 
was  manifested  in  the  number  of  visits  made  by  directors  and  parents. 
Did  directors  and  parents  visit  the  schools  more  frequently,  a  deeper  in- 
terest would  be  felt,  a  better  understanding  had  of  their  own  and  of  the 
teacher's  duties,  and  a  more  hearty  co-operation  given.  For  want  of  a 
proper  knowledge  of  what  is  requisite,  parents  often  prevent  directors  and 
teachers  from  exercising  their  better  judgment  in  managing  the  affairs  of 
the  school. 

District  Secretaries. — In  Jackson  and  Kingsley  the  secretary  was  em- 
ployed as  district  superintendent.  Both  were  efficient  and  faithful  officers. 
Much  praise  is  due  the  secretary  of  Pinegrove,  who  has  for  a  number  of 
years  acted  in  the  capacity  of  district  superintendent  with  untiring  zeal, 
and  without  expense  to  the  district.  Where  energetic  and  competent  men 
are  employed,  much  good  is  accomplished,  and  the  office  instead  of  being 
an  expense,  is  an  absolute  economy. 

District  laatitutes. — During  the  winter  district  institutes  were  held  in  14 
townships,  with  various  degrees  of  success.  In  some  districts,  where  the 
teachers  felt  little  interest  in  theirwork,  and  the  directors  were  not  very  stren- 
uous, the  institute  was  little  better  than  a  failure,  while  in  other  districts, 
where  an  opposite  state  of  affairs  existed,  a  highly  beneficial  result  was  ob- 
tained. About  100  teachers  were  in  attendance  at  these  institutes.  26  of 
the  meetings  were  attended  by  nayself. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  daily  read  in  125  schools;  not 
read  in  38.  Every  opportunity  has  been  improved  to  impress  upon  teachers 
the  importance  of  moral  training,  and  their  duty  in  regard  to  it.  This  sub- 
ject is  receiving  more  attention  in  the  school  room  than  formerly. 

Public  Sentiment. — Wherever  the  provisions  of  the  school  system  are 
faithfully  and  liberally  attended  to,  a  healthy  sentiment  exists  in  reference 
to  the  value  of  the  common  schools,  and  nearly  all  existing  opposition  is 
traceable  to  a  direct  violation  of  the  law,  or  to  a  meagre  carrying  out  of  its 
intentions. 

Progress. — Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  by  the  teachers  in 
their  modes  of  teaching.     A  more  natural  and  pleasing  method  of  primary 
instruction  is  gradually  taking  the  place  of  the  irrational  and  dry  process 
former  days.     More  regard  is  had  to  the  early  and  systematic  developmen 
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of  the  perceptive  facuMes.  Slates  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  little  ones 
upon  entering  school,  and  they  are  taught  to  do  and  to  tell,  as  well  as  to  know. 
More  thoroughness  in  the  various  branches  is  perceptible,  and  a  greater  de- 
sfree  of  system  in  teaching  and  managing  the  school  prevails. 


WARREN  COUNTY.— W.  P.  Dalrymple. 

School  Houses. — There  have  been  six  school  houses  built  the  past  year  ia 
this  county,  1  in  Deerfield,  1  in  Columbus,  1  in  Farmington,  (by  subscription,) 
1  in  Freehold,  1  in  Fittsfield  and  1  in  Sugar  Grove ;  and  Brokenstraw,  Cone- 
wango,  Glade,  Kinzua  and  Spring  Creek,  have  provided  for  the  erection  of 
buildings  the  present  year,  which  nearly  supplies  the  requisite  houses,  except 
in  two  or  three  townships.  The  houses  built  were  generally  well  arranged; 
one  or  two,  however,  had  not  sufficient  black-board  space,  nor  room  for  re- 
citation of  classes.  The  best  house  was  erected  by  the  directors  of  Free- 
hold. It  is  a  commodious  two-story  building,  with  two  large  school  rooms, 
and  necessary  closets,  arranged  so  as  to  combine  modern  improvements,  and 
handsomely  finished.  It  is  well  located,  has  a  large  yard,  fenced  and  set 
out  with  shade  trees.  Upon  the  whole,  it  reflects  much  credit  to  that  town- 
ship, and  speaks  well  for  the  liberal  views  of  their  directors. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — But  little  improvement  was  made  in  this  di- 
rection. Columbus  borough  furnished  one  of  their  school  rooms  with  first - 
class  seats  and  desks,  the  standards  and  arms  of  which  are  iron.  The  di- 
rectors of  Mead,  Sheffield  and  Wrightsville,  supplied  large  maps  for  their 
schools,  but  some  teachers  did  not  make  the  use  of  them  intended.  These 
maps  are  quite  superior  of  their  kind,  but  outline  maps,  perhaps,  are  better 
adapted  for  use  in  schools.  An  enlarged  black-board  space  is  very  much 
needed  in  many  of  the  houses. 

Institutes. — District  institutes  were  organized  so  as  to  accommodate  a 
majority  of  the  districts,  and  generally  with  encouraging  results.  Many  ob- 
stacles, however,  are  in  the  way  of  their  success  in  parts  of  this  county,  which 
can  only  be  overcome  by  persevering  efforts.  Teachers  evince  a  desire  to 
^njoy  their  advantages,  after  walking  to  them,  a  long  distance  over  bad 
roads,  but  at  times  cannot  attend  without  the  assistance  of  patrons  of  the 
schools,  which  I  trust  will  be  cheerfully  given  as  their  objects  become  better 
understood.  Were  boards  to  provide,  by  agreement  with  their  district  sec- 
retary, for  his  attendance  at  the  institute  of  his  township,  it  is  believed  it 
woald  be  found  a  wise  measure.  We  held  one  county  institute  which  con- 
vened at  Columbus,  and  continued  four  days.  The  attendance,  though  not 
large,  was  quite  satisfactory,  and  the  influence  gave  a  healthy  impulse  to- 
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educational  improvemeat.  Superintendent  Savage,  of  Erie  county,  and 
Prof.  Bates,  of  Harrisburg,  favored  us  with  their  presence,  and  contributed 
much  to  the  interest  of  the  sessions.  A  joint  institute  was  also  held  with 
Erie  and  Crawford  counties. 

Teachers. — A  larger  number  of  female  teachers  was  employed  the  past 
year  than  in  any  previous  year.  Over  200  teachers  taught  during  the  year, 
of  whom  19  were  males.  The  male  teachers  had  not  previously  been  less 
than  one-third  of  the  whole  number.  The  change,  I  believe,  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  prejudicial  to  our  educational  progress.  A  careful  discretion, 
however,  is  requisite  to  select  qualifications  and  experience  adapted  to  the 
school  assigned.  Among  the  advantages  resulting,  the  same  teachers  fre- 
quently taught  the  same  schools,  during  the  summer  and  winter  term,  and 
assuming  the  responsibility  of  the  winter  term,  which  had  been  denied  them, 
the  obligation  was  recognized,  of  the  importance  of  fall  preparation  for  their 
new  relations  to  the  educational  interests  of  the  county,  which,  together 
with  the  prospect  of  longer  empIoyme.nt,  at  increased  wages,  has  given  a 
new  impulse  to  improvement,  and  introduced  among  us  many  teachers  of 
acknowledged  merit. 

Directors. — Marked  improvement  has  been  made  in  several  districts,  by 
the  efforts  of  their  directors,  clearly  demonstrating  that  the  power  to  correct 
evils  under  the  system,  is  found  in  school  boards.  Recognizing  the  fact, 
"as  is  the  teacher  so  is  the  school,"  an  interest  was  manifested  to  ascertain 
the  fitness  and  qualifications  of  teachers  before  engaging;  attending  exami- 
nations for  this  purpose,  or  requiring  a  copy  of  each  applicants  certificate  to 
be  deposited  with  the  secretary  before  considering  his  claims,  and  after  full 
examination  of  relative  merits,  giving  preference,  grading  wages  according 
to  qualifications,  and  always  selecting  the  best  to  be  had;  for  an  earnest, 
intelligent,  board  of  directors  will  not  suffer  their  schools  to  be-  taught  by  in- 
competent teachers. 

The  War. — The  effect  of  the  war  upon  our  schools  is  noticeable  in  absence 
of  male  teachers,  diminished  attendance  of  the  larger  boys,  and  the  decreas- 
ed interest  in  projects  of  improvement  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  resulting 
from  the  absorbing  interest  of  all  classes  in  war  movements.  But  the  school* 
term  has  not  been  shortened  in  a  single  district,  nor  obstacles  intentionally 
placed  in  the  way  of  progress ;  a  feeling  prevailing  that  the  war  gives  a 
strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge.  And  the 
patriotism  of  Warren  county  is  so  earnest,  that  she  honors  all  drafts,  made 
for  the  welfare,  integrity  and  perpetuity  of  free  institutions,  whether  for  men 
to  fight  their  battles,  or  means  to  qualify  her  youth  to  become  their  deposi- 
taries, and  rightly  to  exercise  the  duties  of  citizenship. 

Gornplanfer  Indians. — This  school  the  past  year  showed  a  good  progres.s, 
and  bad  the  hearty  support  of  those  whom  it  was  designed  to  benefit.     The 
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entire  number  of  pupils  reported  in  attendance  was  36,  of  whom  27  M'ere 
Indian  children  and  9  white  children.     The  school  was  taught  4  months,  by 

Miss  Hellen  Fisher,  at  $16  per  month $64  00 

Miss  Cynthia  Case,  the  teacher  in  charge  of  the  school  the  present 

year,  one  and  one-half  month's,  at  $16  per  month 24-  00 

Ineidental  expenses,  for  books,  &c 5  00 

93  00 


WASHINGTCN  COUNTY.— A.  J.  BurFiNGTON.. 

School  Houses. — Thirteen  school  houses  M^ere  erected  during  the  year, 
all  of  which  are  commodious,  comfortable  frame  buildings,  supplied  with 
ample  black-board  sui'face,  and  furnished  with  the  common  box  desk  and 
seat.  The  following  houses  are  so  insufficient  as  to  be  uncomfortable,  in- 
convenient, and  injurious  to  the  pupils  :  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  7  and  8,  Amwell 
Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  West  Brownsville ;  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  7  and  8,  Buffalo 
Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  Canonsburg;  No.  2,  Canton;  Nos.  1  and  2,  Claysville 
Nos.  1  and  2,  Greenfield;  No.  1,  Millsboro';  Nos.  1,  8,  10  and  11,  "Somer- 
set; Nos.  4  and  6,  Fallowficld;  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5  and  6,  Independence;  No. 
5,  Franklin;  Nos.  1  and  4,  East  Bethlehem;  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5,  East 
Pike  Run.  The  above  buildings  are  brick,  with  the  exception  of  five,  to 
which  may  be  added  the  following  frame  buildings :  No.  1,  Allen  ;  No.  5, 
West  Bethlehem;  No.  1,  Cross  Roads;  Nos.  1  and  2,  Donegal ;  Nos.  5  and 
7,  East  Finley ;  No.  3,  West  Finley ;  Nos.  2,  3,  4  and  8,  Hanover;  Nos.  1, 
4  and  5,  Jefferson;  No.  4,  Mount  Pleasant;  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7, 
Smith ;  and  Nos.  1,  4  and  5,  Robinson.  The  above  houses  are  small,  low 
in  the  ceiling,  unventilated,  unpainted,  poorly  seated,  and  unprovided  with 
sufficient  black-board  surface.  Houses  are  under  contract  to  supply  the 
places  of  twelve  of  them.  I  have  observed  that  almost  all  the  brick  school 
houses  in  the  rural  districts  are  cracked,  owing  to  the  shallowness  of  their 
foundations.  The  last  log  school  house  in  the  county,  situated  in  West 
Bethlehem,  gave  place  to  a  fine,  substantial  frame  building,  the  present 
year. 

Furniture. — Fourteen  school  rooms  were  furnished  with  the  common  box 
desks  and  seats,  the  present  year.  There  are  eighty-two  school  rooms  which 
contain  inconvenient  and  injurious  furniture.  Sufficient  attention  has  not 
()een  paid  to  making  the  seats  and  desks  neat,  convenient  and  comfortable, 
and  adapting  them  to  pupils  of  different  sizes.  All  the  black-board  surface 
made  upon  lathed  plastering  has  proved  entirely  worthless.     The  evil  prac- 
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tice  of  defacing  school  houses  and  furniture,  by  rude  pupils,  under  negligent 
teachers,  is  one  which  loudly  calls  for  redress.  This  remark  is  especially 
applicable  to  the  school  bouses  of  East  and  West  Bethlehem  districts.  Di- 
rectors should  hold  teachers  responsible  for  the  school  property.  The  Wash- 
ington Union  school  building  is  in  happy  contrast  with  the  above  examples. 
The  taste  and  watchful  care  of  the  principal,  Captain  Alexander  Wishart, 
his  assistants,  and  their  pupils,  in  ornamenting  the  school  rooms  and  grounds, 
and  preserving  them,  is  truly  commendable. 

Teachera. — Two  hundred  and  twenty-two  gave  reasonable  satisfaction, 
of  whom  fifty-four  held  professional  certificates.      There  were  eight  more 

female  than  male  teachers;   an  increase  of  seventy-nine  over  last  year. 

They  have  rendered  general  satisfaction,  and  when  promptly  and  faithfully 
sustained  by  the  directors,  they  have  succeeded  well  in  controlling  the 
schools. 

Visitation. — I  visited  all  the  schools  of  the  county,  except  a  few  that  were 
not  in  session  when  near  them,  or  that  I  could  not  reach  without  great  in- 
convenience. The  average  length  of  the  visits  was  about  one  hour  and  forty 
minutes.  This  time,  though  short,  enabled  me  to  hear  one  class  in  each 
branch,  examine  the  copy-books  and  monthly  reports,  note  the  order  and 
condition  of  the  school,  and  make  such  suggestions,  and  give  such  encourage- 
ment, to  teacher  and  pupils,  as  they  appeared  to  need.  I  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  visit,  and  the  anticipation  of  it,  had  a  very  good  effect 
upon  the  schools. 

District  Secretaries. — The  secretaries  of  Independence,  South  Strabane, 
Union  and  East  Pike  Run,  acted  as  district  superintendents.  Their  visits 
stimulated  the  teacher  and  pupils  to  greater  exertion.  A  full  and  correct 
report  of  the  condition  of  the  school,  made  and  read  to  the  board  of  directors, 
and  to  the  schools  at  a  subsequent  visit,  would  add  much  to  the  interest  of 
the  visits  and  usefulness  of  the  district  superintendency. 

District  Institutes. — All  the  districts  in  the  county,  except  Washington 
and  Canton,  organized  district  institutes.  The  general  efTect  of  these  in- 
stitutes has  been  to  arouse  a  spirit  of  inquiry  and  emulation  among  the 
teachers,  and  to  create  a  co-operating,  healthful  public  sentiment  in  favor 
of  the  school  system.  The  district  institute  of  East  Finley,  though  com- 
posed of  young  teachers,  for  the  most  part  females,  was  a  complete  success. 
The  directors  met  with  them  regularly,  and  at  the  close  of  each  month  ex- 
amined and  approved  their  reports,  and  issued  and  lifted  orders  for  the 
salaries  due  the  teachers.  They  exacted  punctual  and  regular  attendance, 
fining  absentees  $1  50  per  day,  and  proportionally  for  a  part  of  a  day.  The 
oflBcers  of  the  institute  were  equally  exacting  in  requiring  every  one  to  per- 
form whatever  duty  was  assigned.  They  met  at  the  different  school  houses 
consecutively,  visited  the  school  in  the  forenoon,  which  was  taught  by  the 
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regular  teacher,  and,  after  a  recess,  in  which  all  present  partook  of  refresh- 
ments prepared  by  the  patrons  of  the  school,  they  commenced  their  regular  • 
order  of  exercise,  which  was  as  follows:  Class  drills  on  lessons  assigned  at 
the  previous  meeting ;  select  reading ;  short  topical  lectures  ;  reading,  dis- 
cussing and  answering  the  questions  deposited  in  the  query  box.  Each 
performance  was  followed  by  criticisms  and  commendations.  Such  advanced 
pupils  as  desired,  participated  in  the  class  drills.  The  institute  was  well 
attended  by  the  citizens.  The  institutes  of  West  Finley,  Donegal,  Buffalo, 
Somerset,  Mount  Pleasant,  California,  Greenfield  and  East  Pike  Run,  were 
also  very  successful.  Much  of  the  success  of  the  institute  for  the  three  last 
named  districts,  is  attributable  to  the  efficient  labors  of  Prof.  J.  C.  Gilchrist, 
who  though  teaching  a  high  school  in  an  adjoining  county,  attended  all  its 
meetings. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Scriptures  were  regularly  read  in  two  hundred 
and  twenty-three  of  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  schools  in  the  county. 
Other  methods  of  moral  instruction  were  used  in  one  hundred  and  sixty-four 
schools.  The  salutary  effect  of  moral  and  religious  instruction  was  clearly 
manifest  in  the  Monongahela  City  schools. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  prevailing  sentiment  in  reference  to  the  value  of 
schools,  is  favorable.  It  is  most  favorable  where  good  teachers  have  been 
employed,  and  where  people  have  been  aroused  by  district  institutes. 

Suggei<tion  — Many  of  our  best^nd  most  experienced  teachers  are  leaving 
the  business  everj'-  year,  and  seeking  more  remunerative  employment.  I 
would  suggest  to  directors  the  necessity  of  discriminating  more  in  favor  of 
such,  and  holding  out  such  pecuniary  considerations  as  would  induce  them 
to  remain  in  the  profession. 


WAYNE  COUNTY.— E.  0.  Ward. 

School  Houses. — Three  years  ago  the  number  of  our  school  houses  was 
165;  they  now  number  183.  Progress  and  improvement  is  manifested  not 
only  in  the  increased  number  of  our  school  houses,  but  in  their  structure. 
In  all  parts  of  the  county,  old,  dilapidated  and  uncomfortable  edifices  have 
been  removed,  and  neat  and  s'ubstantial  ones  have  been  erected  in  their 
places.  In  some  districts  every  house  has  been  re-built,  and  in  a  number 
of  other  districts  the  directors  have  resolved  to  build  one  annually  till  all 
are  built.  During  the  past  year  the  number  built  was  16.  They  are  all  ex- 
ternally after  plans  found  in  the  Pennsylvania  School  Architecture,  painted 
outside  and  in.     In  a  few  cases  the  seats  are  not  arranged  as  they  should 
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be,  so  tbat  every  pupil  can  have  access  to  his  desk  without  disturbing  others. 
In  this  work  the  directors  are  manifesting  a  very  commendable  energy,  and 
the  citizens  are  nobly  sustaining  them.  In  some  districts  the  directors  ap- 
propriate the  usual  amount,  and  the  citizens  contribute  in  money  and  labor, 
and  thus  secure  a  larger  and  more  commodious  house. 

School  Furniture. — There  has  been  a  gradual  improvement  in  a  number 
of  houses,  the  seats  and  desks  have  been  re-modeled,  new  and  more  con- 
yenient  tables  or  desks  for  the  teachers  have  been  supplied,  walls  have  been 
white- washed,  in  a  few  instances  foot  scrapers  have  been  furnished,  and  the 
general  arrangement  has  been  improved.  Still  there  is  room  for  improve- 
ment. In  most  of  the  houses  the  seats  and  desks  are  not  painted  and  var- 
nished as  they  .should  be,  and  in  some  even  pails  and  brooms  and  crayons 
are  not  supplied, 

Aijparatus. — No  considerable  portion  of  school  apparatus  has  been  sup- 
plied. In  this  respect  nearly  all  the  schools  are  deficient.  Black-boards 
are  found  in  nearly  every  school.  In  this  respect  there  has  been  a  gradual 
improvement  from  year  to  year,  till  now,  in  many,  nothing  further  is  need- 
ed. In  many  schools  Webb's  orthographical  charts  have  been  supplied. 
The  new  house  in  Prompton  district  has  been  furnished  with  a  set  of  Mit- 
chel's  outline  maps,  and  in  the  new  house  in  Scott,  near  "Shad  Pond," 
has  been  placed  a  valuable  set  of  philosophical  charts.  A  few  of  the  teach- 
ers, aware  of  the  importance  of  suitable  a]i^aratus,  have  supplied  themselves 
with  small  globes,  and  some  other  pieces  of  apparatus,  to  assist  them  in  eluci- 
dating the  different  sciences  they  are  called  to  teach.  No  school  has  been 
graded  during  the  year.  At  Hollisterville,  in  Salem  district,  a  commodious 
house  has  been  commenced,  which,  it  is  expected,  will  be  used  for  a  graded 
school.  Except  in  the  more  populous  districts,  it  is  difficult  to  establish 
graded  schools  and  sustain  them  vigorously. 

Teachers. — The  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  during  the  year  is 
286.  Of  these  82  are  males,  and  204  females.  Of  those  employed  last  year, 
82  were  males,  162  females.  Thus  the  proportion  of  females  is  again  slightly 
increased;  and  it  is  believed  the  schools  have  not  suffered  by  the  change. 
The  opinion  still  seems  to  be  gaining  ground  that  females  are  better  adapted, 
by  nature,  to  be  the  instructors  and  guides  of  the  young.  Of  the  286 
teachers  employed,  28  held  professional  certificates.  Of  these,  10  are  males 
and  18  females.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  all  those  holding 
profes.sional  certificates,  have  givea  general-  satisfaction.  Of  the  others,  a 
large  portion  have  taught  with  decided  success.  A  few  complaints  have 
been  made ;  but  after  a  careful  inquiry  into  the  facts  in  the  ease,  the  com- 
plaints have  generally  been  found  to  be  unreasonable,  and  the  teachers  have 
been  retained  by  the  directors.  Never,  it  is  believed,  have  the  teachers 
given  more  general  satisfaction. 
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Visitations. — During  the  year  I  have  been  over  the  comity  three  times, 
twice  in  visiting  the  schools  and  once  in  examining  the  teachers.  With  few 
exceptions,  where  the  schools  have  been  closed  at  the  time  of  the  visitation, 
I  have  visited  all  the  schools  twice,  and  some  nearest  home  three  times.  lu 
each  school  I  have  remained  from  one  to  three  hours,  averaging  two  hours 
in  each.  In  all  the  schools  I  have  been  cordially  welcomed  by  the  teachers 
and  pupils,  and  judging  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  it  is  believed 
these  visits  have  been  the  means  of  good'.  The  teachers  and  pupils  have 
been  encouraged,  and  the  general  cause  of  education  has  been  promoted. 
The  directors,  during  the  year,  have  been  more  faithful  in  the  important 
duty  of  school  visitation.  In  many  districts  they  have  devoted  themselves 
to  the  work  with  commendable  zeal.  In  this  respect  we  are  making  pro- 
gress ;  still  in  many  districts  this  important  duty  is  sadly  neglected  by  both 
parents  and  directors.  It  is  not  known  that  any  have  employed  a  district 
superintendent  during  the  year.  Amid  the  increased  taxajfeon,  consequent 
upon  the  wai',  the  directors  have  deemed  it  best  to  economise,  and  have  not 
thought  it  best  to  employ  a  district  superintendent. 

District  Institutes. — The  work  of  holding  district  institutes,  as  required 
by  the  act  of  1862,  has  been  commenced.  In  Bethany,  Clinton,  Dyberry, 
Honesdale,  Mount  Pleasant,  Mount  Pleasant,  (Ind.,)  Palmyra,  Prompton, 
Sterling  and  Texas,  institutes  have  been  organized,  and  during  part  of  the 
year  sustained  with  interest  and  success.  But  where  the  schools  are  many 
miles  apart,  w.here  all  the  teachers  are  females,  and  have  no  one  to  assist 
them  to  the  place  of  meeting,  and  where  there  are  few,  either  of  the  teachers 
or  directors,  who  feel  competent  to  take  charge  of  the  exercises,  they  have 
a.s  yet  accomplished  but  little  good.  The  institutes  of  Palmyra,  and  Hones- 
dale  and  Texas,  perhaps  have  been  most  successful,  as  in  these  the  teachers 
are  near  together  and  can  command  a  greater  amount  and  variety  of  talent. 

Moral  Inatruction. — In  a  large  majority  of  the  schools,  125,  the  Bible  is 
regularly  read,  and  its  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  pupils  has  been  found 
to  be  salutary.  So  far  as  nxj  observation  has  extended,  and  inquiries  have 
been  made,  I  have  no  doubt  but  those  teachers  who  severally  read  the  Bible 
at  the  opening  or  closing  of  their  schools,  or  both,  are  more  respected,  and 
their  schools  are  better  governed  and  more  effectually  taught.  In  58  schools 
the  Bible  has  not  been  in  use.  In  nearly  all  the  schools  moral  instruction 
is  given  orally  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances  require. 

Public  Sentiment. — Open  and  organized  opposition  to  the  school  law  has 
nearly  or  quite' ceased.  Individuals,  no  doubt,  still  have  their  prejudices 
against  it;  but  the  number  of  such  is  evidently  decreasing  from  year  to 
year.  As  the  law  is  better  understood,  and  its  influence  on  the  schools 
is  more  clearly  perceived,  the  prevailing  sentiment  becomes  in  its  favor. 
Let  but  competent,  faithful  and  efficient  directors  be  elected  in  all  the 
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districts,  as  the  law  contemplates,  and  opposition  will  speedily  cease  alto- 
gether. 

In  mj  work,  during  the  past  year,  I  have  been  greatly  encouraged. 
Teachers  and  scholars  have  uniformly  given  me  a  cordial  reception.  Direc- 
tors have  cheerfully  co-opei'ated  with  me,  and  citizens  every  where  have  re- 
ceived and  treated  me  with  the  utmost  kindness.  To  the  people  of  the 
county  I  am  under  great  obligations. 
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School  Houses. — Twenty-one  new  houses  were  erected  this  year,  at  an 
aggregate  cost  of  $21,350.  Of  these,  about  13  maybe  considered  first-class 
buildings,  substantial,  and  possessing  all  the  modern  improvements.  Those 
deserving  especial  mention  are,  in  Greensburg,  1;  East  Huntingdon,  I;' 
North  Huutiugtlon,  2;  Ind.  No.  3,  1;  Mars  Hill,  1;  Mount  Pleasant  town- 
ship, i — 7.  Greensburg,  which  had  long  been  in.  the  background  in  proper 
school  buildings,  now  takes  the  lead,  in  this  respect,  of  an}^  town  of  equal 
size  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  The  location  is  a  fine  one,  the  grounde 
are  ample,  and  will  be  properly  improved.  'The  building  is  of  brick  ( —  feet 
long  and  —  feet  wide,)  two  stories  high,  and  surmounted  with  a  handsome 
cupola.  The  arrangement  of  the  whole  building — the  basement,  school 
rooms,  halls,  furniture,  &c.,  are  on  the  most  approved  plan.  Mount  Plea- 
sant township  has  made  a  start  in  the  right  direction,  by  building,  at  a  cost 
of  $1,400,  one  of  the  largest  and  best  houses  in  the  county.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  directors  to  build  all  good  houses. 

Furniture. — The  furniture  of  all  the  new  houses  is  about  in  keeping  with 
the  style  of  the  buildings,  being  substantial  and  comfortable,  compared  with 
that  usually  found  in  houses  in  the  rural  districts.  One  of  the  old  houses 
in  South  Huntingdon  was  entirely  remodeled,  and  now  presents  the  appear- 
ance of  being  habitable,  which  could  not  be  said  of  it  a  year  ago.  There 
are  about  78  houses  supplied  with  furniture  that  is  inconvenient  and  injurious 
to  those  compelled  to  occupy  it. 

AjyjMratus. — The  new  houses  have  been  provided  with  good  black-boards, 
and  maps  and  primary  charts  supplied  in  a  number  of  districts  heretofore 
without  any.  Nothing  additional  has  been  added  to  the  school  apparatus  of 
the  county  during  the  year.  Globes,  philosophical  apparatus,  &c. ,  are  almost 
entirely  wanting,  except  as  the  private  property  of  the  teachers. 

The  graded  schools  are  the  same  as  those  reported  last  year.  In  orthography, 
reading  and  mental  arithmetic,  the  classification  of  all  the  schools  is  pretty 
good;  but  in  written  arithmetic,  geography  and  grammar,  in  quite  a  number 
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of  instances,  it  in  very  imperfect.  This  results,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
from  irregular  attendance  and  a  want  of  uniformity  in  text-books — in  others 
from  the  lack  of  skill  and  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 

Teachers. — The  number  of  teachers  employed  who  gave  reasonable  satis- 
faction, was  25.^.  Of  this  number,  45  were  holders  of  professional  certificates. 
The  names  of  quite  a  number,  whose  success  was  distinguished,  might  be 
given,  but  failing  to  reach  all  in  my  visitations,  I  will  not  particularize,  lest 
others,  of  equal  merit,  be  omitted.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  female 
teachers  was  about  25  per  cent.  The  efforts  made  for  improvement,  and  the 
success  of  all,  was  commendable.  Examinations  were  held,  as  visual,  in  all 
the  different  townships,  generally  well  attended.  Three  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  applicants  were  examined;  nine  professional,  and  three  hundred  provi- 
sional, certificates  were  issued;  forty-five  applicants  were  rejected.  The 
enforcement  of  the  decision  of  the  State  Superintendent  (No.  317,  Common 
School  Law)  has  done  much  for  our  schools  by  preventing  incompetent  teach- 
ers from  being  employed  to  teach  summer  schools  composed  of  small  pupils. 
The  idea  that  any  one  can  teach  small  children  is  erroneous.  An  incompe- 
tent teacher,  during  one  term,  will  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  pupils' 
advancement  that  a  good  teacher  can  hardly  overcome  during  the  next. 

Visitation. — About  200  schools  were  visited  once,  and  10  twice.  The 
average  length  of  visit  was  one  and  a  half  hours.  I  was  frequently  accom- 
panied by  directors,  and  in  a  number  of  instances,  teachers  dismissed  their 
schools  to  visit,  with  me,  those  of  their  neighbors.  No  particular  instances 
of  the  good  effect  of  visitation  by  directors  and  citizens  can  be  given,  but  my 
experience  justifies  me  in  saying,  that  wherever  this  duty  is  attended  to  we 
have  better  school  houses,  better  teachers,  a  more  regular  attendance  of 
pupils,  more  uniformity  in  text-books;  indeed  almost  all  the  wants  of  the 
school  properly  supplied.  Ill  health  prevented  my  visiting  all  the  schools 
as  usual. 

Diatrict  secretaries  merely  act  as  secretaries  of  their  respective  boardvS. 
The  arrangement  of  having  a  district  superintendent  has  not  been  introduced 
in  any  of  the  districts  of  the  county. 

District  Institutes. — There  were  20  organized  district  institutes  held  on  al- 
ternate Saturdays,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  270  teachers.  Where 
teachers  were  disposed  to  be  careless  about  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
•from  regularity  and  punctuality  in  attending,  the  directors  endeavored  to 
secure  their  attendance,  if  not  their  interest,  by  the  imposition  of  a  fine. 
None  but  general  results  could  be  given,  and  these  were  most  cheering. 
One  meeting  of  the  county  institute  was  held  at  Greeusburg,  during  the 
holidays,  with  an  attendance  of  200  teachers.  Valuable  aid  was  rendered 
at  this  meeting  by  superintendent  Smith,  of  Mifflin  county,  and  Mr.  H.  C, 
Fouke,  of  Sewickley  academy,  in  this  county. 
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Moral  Instruction. — Schools  in  which  the  Scriptures  are  not  read  are  ex- 
ceptions to  the  general  rule,  and  the  want  of  this  exercise  is  not  from  any 
lack  of  morality  on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  There  has  been  no  regular 
course  of  moral  instruction  introduced,  except  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures, 
but  as  incidents  occur  for  giving  lessons  in  morality,  they  are  improved.  A 
number  of  schools  are  opened  with  prayer  by  the  teacher. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  sentiment  of  the  people  in  reference  to  the  com- 
aion  school  is  strongly  in  its  favor,  and  as  its  results  develop  themselves,  is 
gradually  improved.  This  increased  interest  manifests  itself  in  our  improved 
school  buildings  and  furniture,  a  desire  for  better  qualified  teachers,  more 
willingness  to  supply  all  the  needful  text-books,  and  the  large  attendance  of 
citizens  at  examinations  and  educational  meetings. 

Remarks. — I  would  again  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  directors  to  the 
matters  of  text-books,  gradation  of  salaries,  petitions  in  favor  of  teachers 
and  ventilation,  noticed  in  my  last  annual  report.  Improvement  has  been 
made  in  these  particulars,  but  there  is  room  for  still  more.  The  evils  of 
requiring  pupils  to  study  too  many  branches  at  the  same  time  is  prevalent. 
Is  not  this  an  evil  common  to  almost  all  our  schools  ?  We  frequently  find 
pupils  attempting  to  recite  in  all  the  branches  of  tiie  common  school  course, 
every  day.  Instead  of  attempting  so  many  different  subjects  at  the  same 
time,  would  it  not  be  better  to  require  pupils  to  take  one  or  two  leading  stu- 
dies, with  the  addition  of  such  general  exercises  and  reviews  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary. In  this  way  the  different  subjects  would  be  presented  in  their  en- 
tirety, and  the  pupils  would  not  be  hurried  from  one  thing  to  another  almos.t 
as  soon  as  they  become  interested,  and  prepared  to  study  with  profit.  The 
opportunity  and  necessity  for  continued  application  to  a  given  subject  would 
be  afforded,  and  by  the  great  economy  of  time  to  the  teachers,  the  work  of 
hearing  lessons  could  be  changed  to  that  of  teaching. 
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School  Houses. — One  school  house,  only,  has  been  built  during  the  year, 
and  this  is  in  no  way  note-worihv. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — There  has  been  no  improvement,  either  in 
furniture  or  apparatus,  demanding  special  notice.  The  houses,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  are  inconveniently  seated,  and  without  furniture,  excepting 
black-boards  and  maps  of  the  United  States. 

Schools. — No  schools  have  been  graded  during  the  year.  The  school  in 
Tunkhannock  borough  is  graded.  The  other  schools  of  the  county  are 
classified  as  country  schools  are  generally. 
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Teachers. — Of  about  eighty-six  teachers  emplo3^ed,  some  sixty-eight  gave 
reasonable  satisfaction.  There  were  eleven  with  professional  certificates. 
These  are  included  in  the  sixty-eight  AA^hose  teaching  was  reasonably  sat- 
isfactory, with  one  exception. 

Visitation. The  schools  were  visited  by  the  county  superintendent,  with 

a  few  exceptions,  once  each  term;  those  having  a  summer  and  winter  term 
receiving  two  visits  each.  The  visits  would  average  a  little  less  than  one 
hour  and  a  half.  The  schools  that  were  most  successful,  were  generally 
visited  most;  but  whether  the  success  of  the  school  had  more  influence  in 
determining  the  number  of  visits,  or  the  visits  in  determining  the  character 
of  the  school,  is  believed  to  be  a  debatable  question.  While  it  is,  therefore, 
uncertain,  how  far  the  success  of  a  school  depends  upon  the  visits  of  pa- 
rents and  directors,  it  is  yet  quite  certain  that  their  importance  cannot  very 
well  be  over-estimated. 

District  Secretaries. — The  more  active  members  of  the  board  are  generally 
selected  for  this  office,  and  some  of  them  receive  a  slight  compensation  for 
their  services,  which  consists,  however,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  le- 
gitimately belonging  to  the  office  of  secretary,  such  as  drawing  contracts, 
&c 

District  Institutes. — The  following  districts  have  complied  with  the  act  of 
1862,  in  this  respect:  Meshoppen,  Mehoopany,  Forkstown  and  Northmore- 
land,  and  Clinton  partially.  I  confess  that  they  have  not  been  remarkably 
successful. 

Moral  Instruction. — It  is  the  custom  of  a  majority  of  our  teachers  to  open 
school  with  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  Moral  instruction  is  not  regu- 
larly given  in  any^other  manner. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  popular  mind  has  been  so  occupied  with  other 
topics,  that  the  past  year  has,  in  no  way,  been  remarkable  for  the  develop- 
ment of  a  sentiment,  as  affecting  the  school  system.  The  fact  that  it  has, 
to  some  extent,  been  neglected,  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  indicating  the 
development  of  a  sentiment  adverse  to  the  system.  On  the  whole,  the  sys- 
tem is  believed  to  be  regarded  with  increasing  favor. 

Suggestions. — Where  district  institutes,  as  required  by  the  law  of  1862, 
are  practicable,  they  are  believed  to  be  of  great  value.  But,  as  a  compli- 
ance with  the  law,  in  many  districts,  is  excessively  inconvenient  and  bur- 
densome to  the  teachers,  its  policy  is  questioned.  One  of  our  districts  ha? 
but  one  school ;  and  in  others,  the  distance  is  so  great  that  the  expense  of 
female  teachers,  in  getting  to  the  institute,  would  equal,  at  least,  one-half 
their  salary. 
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YORK  COUNTY— A.  R.  Blatr. 

Houses. — The  school  cominittees,  for  the  last  six  years,  in  this  county, 
hare  done  an  excellent  work  in  regard  to  school  houses.  Prior  to  this  time, 
^0  where  you  would,  in  borough  or  rural  district,  the  school  houses  always 
stood  in  disgraceful  contrast  with  every  other  building  designed  for  public 
or  private  use.  Now,  every  year  adds  some  new  improvement  to  the  con- 
struction and  arrangement  of  these  edifices.  The  last  year,  however,  ha? 
witnessed  the  erection  of  but  few  :  Two  in  Codorus,  of  good  material,  suita- 
ble size,  and  beautifully  located  ;  one  in  Peach  Bottom  township,  that  I 
might  class  a  model  school  house. 

Furniture. — I  was  greatly  discouraged  by  the  almost  entire  destitution 
of  maps,  globes  and  school  apparatus.  With  the  exception  of  black-boards 
and  Osgood's  charts,  I  might  say  we  have  really  nothing.  Twenty-three 
schools  contain  inconvenient  and  injurious  furniture. 

The  School. — In  York  there  are  twenty-four  schools,  divided  into  three 
grades.  In  Hanover  there  are  six  schools,  also  of  three  grades.  Wrights- 
rllle  has  its  graded  schools.  There  are  also  several  districts  with  the  grades, 
"high  and  primary."  Classification  has  been  a  complete  success,  as  a  regu- 
lar series  of  text-books  has  been  adopted,  and  introduced  into  every  district 
in  the  county. 

Teachers. — With  but  few  exceptions,  the  teachers  «f  the  county  gave 
general  satisfaction.  Quite  a  number,  and  some  among  the  very  best,  en- 
listed in  the  nine  months'  service ;  and  it  became  necessary,  in  several 
instances,  to  employ  young  and  inexperienced  teachers.  There  has  been  no 
increase  in  the  emj)li)vment  of  female  teachers. 

VisitaHon. — From  the  extent  of  territory,  number  of  schools,  inclemency 
of  weather,  and  shortness  of  school  term,  the  superintendent  has  never  yet 
been  able  to  visit  all  of  the  schools  during  the  same  term.  His  visits,  how- 
ever, have  always  been  hailed  with  delight,  by  teachers,  pupils,  directors 
and  parents,  and  attended  with  profit.  The  average  length  of  each  visit, 
one  hour. 

DUtrict  Secretaries. — I  simply  cite  one  instance  of  the  advantage  of 
having  district  superintendents.  Joseph  Wickersham,  of  Newberry  town- 
ship, says:  "The  di.strict  superintendency  has  accomplished  much  in  im- 
proving the  condition  of  our  fifteen  schools.  A  spirit  of  emulation  to  excel 
was  thereby  got  up  in  the  schools,  so  as  to  receive  a  favorable  entry  on  the 
minutes,  and  report  to  the  board  of  school  directors.  The  benefit  was  re- 
markable, in  a  moral  consideration, 'as  well  as  industrial;  the  progress, 
during  this,  exceeding  the  previous  winters,  mentally  and  morally,  at  least 
fifty  per  cent.,  which  I  attribute  to  the  district  institute  and  superinten- 
dency." 
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District  Imtitutes. — Institutes,  under  the  act  of  1862,  were  held  in  nearly 
evejy  district.  Average  attendance  of  teachers,  thirteen.  Many  of  the 
citizens,  as  well  as  directors,  attended  these  meetings  regularly,  and  thereby 
a  greater  interest,  than  ever  before,  has  been  manifested. 

Moral  Instruction. — Generally  speaking,  the  moral  character  of  our 
teachers  is  unimpeachable.  I  could  name  but  very  few  e.xceptions.  Where 
the  Bible  and  Testament  are  not  read,  as  the  introductory  exercise,  in  the 
morning,  the  teacher  instructs  orally. 

Public  Sentiment. — Opposition  to  the  school  system  has  not  manifested 
itself,  to  any  great  extent,  during  the  last  three  years,  whilst  many  are, 
doubtless,  prejudiced  against  it.  From  every  indication;  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  this  spirit  of  opposition  and  indifference  is,  in  a  great  measure, 
subsiding.  And,  though  the  standard  of  actual  attainment  is  exceedingly 
low,  still,  the  facts  herein  stated,  in  my  report,  show  that  some  advance  has 
been  made,  within  the  past  six  years,  both  in  public  opinion  and  public 
action. 
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[Not  received  in  time  for  insertion  in  alphabetical  order.] 

School  Houses. — Erected  during  the  year:  Elizabeth  township  1,  a  very 
good  frame  house ;  location  not  good,  but  the  best  that  could  be  had  in  the 
district.  Findley  1,  Moon  1 ;  both  good  houses,  and  in  very  good  locations. 
Peebles  1,  a  very  substantial  brick  house  ;  location  good,  but  house  too  small 
for  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  district.  Penn  1,  Robinson  1  ;  first-class 
frame  houses,  heated  by  a  stove  and  fire-place,  with  proper  regard  to  venti- 
lation and  location.  Ross  1,  Upper  St.  Clair  2  ;  these  are  good  houses,  but 
not  so  large  as  those  of  Penn  and  Robinson.  Mifflin  1,  in  a  most  desirable 
location ;  house  frame ;  the  house  was  put  up  under  the  care  of  the  president 
of  the  board,  Mr.  M'Clure,  and  is  finished  in  good  style.  Versailles  1,  a 
first-class  brick  house,  heated  by  two  stoves;  this  is  one  of  the  best  houses 
in  the  county.  Sewickleyville  1 ;  a  first-class  house,  located  on  a  beautiful 
lot  in  the  centre  of  the  borough.  The  lot  contains  about  two  acres,  is  400 
feet  in  front,  running  back  over  200  feet,  and  is  enclosed  with  a  neat  and 
substantial  paling  fence,  is  tastefully  laid  out  with  walks,  and  planted  with 
shade  trees  and  shrubbery.  House  a  very  neat  and  substantial  brick  build- 
ing, with  two  school  rooms  and  two  ante-rooms  to  each  floor.  With  the 
present  arrangements,  the  school  rooms  will  accommodate  264  pupils ;  but^ 
by  using  the  small  rooms,  will  accommodate  350.  The  external  appearance 
of  the  building  is  like  the  plan,  No.  6,  Class  III,  page  86,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
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vania  School  Architecture,  with  a  very  neat  portico  in  front.     The  entire 
cost  of  the  house  and  lot  a  little  over  five  thousand  dollars. 

Unfit  School  Houses. — It  will  be  seen,  that  in  our  report  for  1862,  the 
whole  number  of  houses  in  the  county  was  308,  (now  309,)  of  which  thirty- 
eight  were  reported  as  being  unfit  for  use.  From  the  present  report,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  eleven  of  these  relics  of  by-gone  days  have  given  place  to 
eleven  new  and  commodious  buildings,  of  the  latest  and  most  approved 
style ;  also  one  new  house,  which  was  built  to  accommodate  the  increasing 
population  in  Elizabeth  township.  Hence,  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in 
the  couuty  is  now  reduced  to  26.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  the 
marked  improvement  which  is  being  made  from  year  to  year,  in  the  erection 
of  new  houses  for  schox^l  purposes,  of  a  superior  character,  as  respects  style, 
material,  accommodation,  location  and  external  surroundings.  Here  and 
there  we  find  a  house  enclosed  by  a  neat  and  substantial  fence,  with  suita- 
ble out-houses  and  play-grounds  provided ;  also  a  very  few  with  the  grounds 
tastefully  laid  out,  and  planted  with  flowers  and  trees.  Houses,  thus  sur- 
rounded, form  a  very  striking  and  pleasant  contrast  with  the  lone  house  on 
the  hill,  or  in  the  valley,  unprotected,  unadorned,  unsheltered,  which  was 
formerly  so  common,  and,  in  some  parts  of  the  county,  quite  too  much  so 
now ;  but  the  improvements  thus  presenting  themselves,  in  a  U^-^^  instances, 
give  us  a  promise  of  what  the  future  may  be,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
furnish  unniistaken  evidence  of  the  increasing  interest  which  directors  and 
people  feel  in  the  cause  of  common  school  education. 

Furniture. — Nor  is  the  change  for  the  better  more  obvious,  in  respect  to 
the  new  houses,  than  in  that  of  furniture.  The  12  new  houses,  with  one  ex- 
ception, were  supplied  either  with  the  single  desk  and  chair,  or  with  very 
comfortable  double  desks.  Also  five  old  houses  were  supplied  with  the 
double  desk.  That  of  the  Sewickleyville  school  is  of  the  latest  and  most 
approved  style.  I  regret  to  say,  that  be3'-ond  supplying  the  schools  with 
good  desks  and  black-boards,  little  other  furniture  or  apparatus  has  been 
provided,  except  in  a  very  few  instances;  and,  in  this  connection,  we  would 
name  Moon  township,  First  ward,  Pittsburg,  and  Second  ward,  Allegheny 
city,  as  exceptions.  Moon  township  was  provided  with  a  good  set  of  Mit- 
chell's outline  maps  for  the  use  of  each  school.  The  First  ward,  Pittsburg, 
and  Second  ward,  Allegheny,  were  supplied  Avith  outline  maps,  charts, 
globes,  tellurion,  &c.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  of  our  schools  are 
supplied  with  outline  maps,  a  part  of  school  apparatus  indispensable  in 
teaching  that  important  branch  of  knowledge,  the  geographical  relation  and; 
position  of  the  various  countries  of  the  earth. 

.Libraries. — But  little  attention  has  been  given  to  this  matter,  and  few 
books  have  been  provided,  for  the  use  of  the  children,  of  a  healthy  moral 
tone,  so  as  to  counteract  the  dangerous  influences  of  that  attractive,  but 
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noxious  style  of  general  reading  and  literature  that  abounds  so  extensively 
in  the  present  day. 

Graded  Schools. — The  only  school  graded  during  the  past  year  was  that 
of  West  Manchester,  which  was  graded  according  to  plans  laid  down  on 
page  16th  of  the  Pennsylvania  School  Architecture.  This,  with  the  number 
of  graded  schools  previously  reported,  makes  the  total  number  241.  All 
the  schools  in  the  county  are  either  graded  or  classified ;  but,  in  some  in- 
stances, the  classification  is  not  good,  owing  to  the  fact  that  directors  have 
not  insisted  upon  a  uniform  series  of  books  being  used  in  all  the  schools, 
thus  rendering  it  impossible  to  secure  a  good  classification. 

Teachers. — The  total  number  of  teachers  visited  during  the  past  year 
was  495;  of  this  number,  203  held  the  professional  certificate;  135  of  them 
were  found  to  be  giving  good  satisfaction,  67  as  not  being  very  satisfactory, 
that  is,  they  did  not  give  as  good  satisfaction  as  was  expected  they  would 
from  the  grade  of  their  certificates ;  thus  leaving  the  impression  on  the  minds 
of  the  directors  that  something  more  is  necessary,  than  a  mere  acquaintance 
with  the  branches  named  in  the  certificate,  to  fit  any  man  or  woman  for  the 
school  room.  There  must  be  a  natural  aptness  to  communicate,  a  strong 
liking,  a  special  training  for  that  work,  in  short,  a  good  teacher  must  not 
only  thoroughly  understand  the  subjects  to  be  taught,  but  should  also  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  best  and  most  judicious  system  of  classification 
and  discipline. 

Provisional  Certificates. — Of  those  holding  the  provisional  certificate,  100 
were  giving  very  good  satisfaction;  120,  good;  40,  middling;  33,  poor. 
Many  reasons  were  assigned  for  those  thirty-three,  as  the  causes  of  failure ; 
some  for  want  of  experience,  but  by  far  the  larger  portion  from  want  of  in- 
terest in  the  profession. 

Female  Teachers. — In  some  parts  of  the  county  the  proportion  of  female 
teachers  employed  was  much  larger  last  year  than  any  former  year,  and  in 
most  cases  with  good  results — in  many  cases  very  good — so  much  so,  as  to 
remove  much  of  that  unjust  prejudice  which  is  often  found  to  exist  against 
female  teachers. 

Moral  Instruction. — .The  Scriptures  were  regularly  read  each  morning  as 
a  devotional  exercise,  in  467  of  the  495  schools  visited  the  past  year,  and 
many  of  them  were  opened  with  prayer.  Thus  the  moral  culture  of  the 
children  is  receiving  much  attention  in  our  schools. 

Public  Sentiment. — The  pi'e vailing  public  sentiment  is  in  favor  of  the 
public  school  system.  The  people  generally  feel  that  to  meet  the  great 
exigencies  of  civilization,  to  elevate  and  refine,  to  save  a  large  propbrtion 
of  the  present  and  future  generations,  no  other  agency  or  instrumentality 
can  be  made  so  efficient  as  a  well  organized  aad  systematized  course  of 
public  instruction,  alike  free  to  all. 
13 
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The  future  of  our  ScJiools. — The  great  desideratum  for  the  future  of  our 
schools  is  a  corps  of  intelligent,  well  qualified,  faithful,  well  trained  teach- 
ers, men  and  women,  whose  education  is  sound,  wliose  language  is  pure,  all 
whose  topics  of  conversation  are  elevating  and  instructive,  whose  generosity 
ol  heart  is  constantly  manifested  in  acts  of  kindness  and  courtesy,  who 
spread  a  nameless  charm  over  whatever  circle  they  ma}^  enter.  With  such 
teachers,  the  future  course  of  our  schools  must  be  onward  and  upward.  I 
is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report,  at  the  close  of  another  school  year,  that  it 
has  been  one  of  progress  to  our  schools.  I  feel  that  I  would  not  be  doing 
justice  to  our  teachers  were  I,  in  this  connection,  to  pass  by,  without  notice, 
ihe  commendable  efforts  which  they  have  made  for  self-improvement,  both 
by  attendance  upon  normal  instruction  and  much  private  study. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY.— Henry  Ely. 

[No  report  received. J 
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[Not  received  in  time  for  iusertiou  in  alphabetical  order.] 

New  Scliool  Houses. — Five  were  built  during  the  year,  viz :  2  in  Cere.s, 
1  in  Liberty,  and  2  in  Sergeant  districts.  All  of  these  houses  were  con- 
structed after  approved  designs  taken  from  the  Peuns3ivania  School  Archi- 
tecture, and  are  sufticiently  large,  and  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  built.  Liberty  and  Annin  districts  still  occupy  houses 
which  are  totally  unfit  for  any  purpose,  much  less  to  be  the  homes  of  the 
tender  youth  of  the  county.  Eldred  district  also  continues  to  use  a  few 
school  houses  which  are  not  in  keeping  with  the  enterprise  and  public  spirit 
usually  characteristic  of  the  citizens  of  that  township.  With  these  excep- 
tions, the  county  is  exceedingly  well  supplied  with  school  houses,  although 
glowing  contrasts  among  the  several  districts,  in  the  size,  costliness  and 
good  taste  with  which  the  houses  have  been  constructed,  continue  to  sur- 
prise the  eye. 

Furniture. — I  observed  no  special  improvement  iu  furniture,  but  found 
the  same  general  destitution  in  the  way  of  chairs  for  teachers  and  guests  or 
visitors  of  the  schools,  of  which  I  have  before  made  complaint.  In  too  few 
houses  has  sufficient  provision  been  made  for  classes  to  sit  orderly  and  com- 
fortably while  at  recitation. 
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Apparatus. — AH  the  better  class  of  houses  has  a  liberal  supply  of  black- 
board surface ;  and  in  very  many  districts  the  large  numi^er  of  useless  maps 
hanging  idl}^  on  the  school  room  walls,  attest  the  liberality,  if  not  the  good 
judgment  of  the  several  boards  of  directors. 

Graded  Schools. — The  propriety  of  establishing  graded  schools  has  been 
freely  and  generally  discussed,  and  their  need  universally  conceded,  but  as 
yet  no  school  board  has  possessed,  or  at  least  exhibited,  the  courage  neces- 
sary to  enable  them  to  make  a  trial  of  them.  Classification  is  universal, 
and  considering  that  the  schools  are  intermittent,  and  that  teachers  are  fre- 
quently changed,  it  is  not  exceptionable. 

Certificates. — ^Provisional,  I  issued  about  one  hundred,  and  professional 
five.  The  qualifications  of  teachers  were  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year.    • 

Visitations  were  made  to  most  of  the  schools  twice,  and  some  more  than 
that  number  of  times.  I  invariably  took  along  with  me,  on  these  visits,  as 
many  directors  and  patrons  as  I  could  find  of  the  requisite  leisure  and  pub- 
lic spirit. 

District  institutes  WGve  held  very  much  more  generally  than  any  year  be- 
fore. In  some  districts,  and  among  them  I  would  especially  instance  Eldred, 
tli'e  act  of  Assembly  on  that  subject  was  most  zealously  obeyed,  according 
to  its  letter  and  spirit.  In  other  districts,  however,  the  injunctions  of  the 
school  law  were  little  heeded.  I  held  a  county  institute,  of  four  weeks' 
duration,  during  the  months  of  October  and  November.  The  attendance 
was  not  large,  but  the  interest  was  excellent. 

Examinations  were  held  twice  a  year,  in  all  districts  where  there  was  a 
prospect  of  meeting  teachers.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  report  any  general 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  qualifications  of  teachers.  The  boards  of 
dil-ectors  have,  quite  too  generally,  cut  down  the  salaries  of  teachers  below 
a  living  standard,  and  this  caused  many  of  our  best  teachers  either  to 
change  their  occupation,  or  go  where  wages  were  more  liberal ;  while  the 
young  teachers  who  are  striving  to  fill  the  places  of  those  who  have  left, 
have  not  had  the  encouragement  of  a  lucrative  employment  in  prospect, 
nor  the  advantages  of  high  schools  to  enable  them  to  rival  their  predeces- 
sors, in  qualifications  for  their  work. 

Female  teachers  enjoy  almost  a  monopoly  of  the  teaching  in  M'Kean 
county.  Of  all  the  certificates  granted,  not  eight  per  cent,  were  issued  to 
males ;  and  the  sum  of  their  teaching  is  not  five  per  cent,  of  the  total  teach- 
ing done  in  the  county. 

Summer  Schools. — The  practice  of  dividing  the  school  sessions  into  sum- 
mer and  winter  terms  is  univei'sal ;  and  it  is  so  old,  and  so  interwoven  with 
the  habits  and  prejudices  of  the  people,  that  it  seems  impossible  to  sup- 
plant it. 
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"Boarding  round''  is  still  the  custom  in  all  the  old  and  populous  dis- 
tricts. In  these  districts  the  school  taxes  are  severely  felt,  when  the  meagre 
salaries  of  teachers  alone  are  paid  in  money;  and  they  would  be  exceedingly 
oppressive,  if,  in  addition,  an  equal  amount  was  levied,  to  be  paid  in  cash, 
for  the  board  of  teachers;  while  the  payment  of  this  tax,  in  boarding  the 
teacher,  is  rather  dispensing  generous  hospitalities  to  a  cherished  guest, 
than  discharging  a  duty  enjoined  by  law.  I  do  not  think  that  at  present, 
at  least,  the  custom  should  be  interfered  with. 

The  troubles  of  the  country  have,  unquestionably,  a  most  deleterious 
effect  upon  the  schools  of  the  county ;  not  because  people  look  less  kindly 
upon  our  system  of  schools,  or  any  the  less  feel  the  need  of  a  universal  and 
higher  culture ;  but  because  so  many  of  the  public  spirited  have  left  us,  and 
so  many  of  us  are  induced,  by  our  anxieties,  to  postpone  everything  which 
concerns  the  future,  while  we  watch  the  perils  which  at  present  environ  us. 

Wants. — At  the  conclusion  of  my  report  last  year  I  stated  that  our  school 
system,  as  it  operated  in  M'Kean  county,  developed  two  wants,  which 
should  be  supplied  to  render  it  successful  and  efBcient : — 1st.  Schools  of  a 
higher  grade  than  we  now  have,  in  which  our  teachers  can  receive  a  rudi- 
■  mental  culture,  fitting  them  for  their  profession.  2d.  A  compulsory  means 
for  sending  all  children  of  suitable  age  and  strength  to  school.  In  all  dis- 
tricts of  ten  or  more  schools  the  first  want,  it  seems  to  me,  could  be  supplied 
by  establishing  one  central  school,  adding  to  the  general  tax-list  a  sufficient 
amount  to  pay  the  additional  expense.  To  this  school  every  pupil  of  the 
district,  of  suitable  age  and  advancement,  should  have  access ;  and  to  as- 
certain who  were  fitted  to  enter  it,  the  entire  schools  of  the  district  should 
have  a  general  and  public  examination  every  year  by  the  county  superin- 
tendent and  directors,  as  an  examining  board,  whose  certificate  of  merit 
should  be  to  each  pupil  a  ticket  of  admis.sion  to  the  school.  By  substract- 
ing  another  small  amount  from  the  school  fund  another  school,  of  still  higher 
grade,  could  be  established  in  each  county,  thus  connecting,  by  a  continu- 
ous chain,  the  district  schools  with  the  great  Normal  schools  of  the  State. 
As  to  the  second  want,  I  believe  most  firmly  that  all  who  are  culpable  for 
keeping  children  of  suitable  age  from  school  should  be  treated  as  criminals. 
We  do  not  hesitate  to  step  between  a  man  and  his  money  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  education.  Why  then  should  we  hesitate  to  interfere 
with  the  pleasure  or  caprice  of  parents  and  children  in  order  to  promote 
the  cause  ?  It  appears  like  most  insulting  mockery  in  us,  to  put  our  hands 
into  the  pockets  of  one  man,  and,  under  pretence  of  educating  the  children 
of  another,  clutching  handsful  of  money,  and  then  leaving  it  to  the  indo- 
lence, the  whim  or  stupid  prejudice  of  the  children  or  their  parents,  as  to 
whether  they  will  be  educated  or  not. 
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BEWER  COUNTY. 


Temporary  Debt 


Permanent  Debt 


Bal&nce  on  hand 


Cost  of  school 
houses,  purcha- 
sing,   building, 
renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Con- 
tingencies. 


Cost  Instruction. 


From  Collectors 
of  School  Tax, 
Unseated  Lands 
&  other  sources. 


From  State  ap- 
propriation. 


Mills  building 
purposes. 


Mills  school 
purposes. 


Total    amount 
levied. 
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Temjorary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  building, 
renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingencies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of  School 
Tax,  Unseated  Lands  & 
other  sources. 


From    State    appropria- 
tion. 


Total  amount  levied. 
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purposes. 
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purposes. 
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BERKS   COUNTY. 


Cost  of  school 
houses,  purcha- 
sing,   building, 
renting,  &c. 

Fuel  and  Con- 
tingenciea. 
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fur  building 
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EKIE  COUNTY. 
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JEFFERSON   COUNTY. 


'emporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost    of    school 
honses,    purcha- 
sing,   biiilJiug, 
renting,  &c. 


Fuel   and   Contin- 
genciea. 


Cost  Instraction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Un- 
8eated  Lands  and 
other  sotirces. 


From  State  appro- 
priation. 


No.  mills  building 
purpQses^^ 

No.  mills  eehool 
purposes. 


Total  amount  le- 
vied. 


lAmonnt  levied  for 
j  building  purposes 


Amount  levied  for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  month. 


Average    No.     at- 
teadinsr  school. 
No.  GernHln. 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Average     salaries 
females^  month. 

lAverage     salaries 
I  males Ifl  mouth. 


H      No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Average  number  of 
mouths  taught. 
No.  yet  required.  | 
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^      Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  school  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 
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Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
Scliool  Tax,  Un-seat- 
ed  Lauds  and  other 
sources. 


From    State   appro- 
priation. 
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I  ing  purposes^^ 

No.  milis  school  pur- 
poses. 

Total  amount  levied. 


Amount    levied    for 
building  purposes. 


Amount    levied    for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  month. 


Average  No.  attend- 
ing school. 
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LANCASTER   COUNTY. 


Temporary  Debt 


Permanent  Debt 


Balance  on  hand 


CC  00  Oj  o  ■* 
«  CM  b-  Ci  O 


O  W  Ol  O  O  05  Cq  .CiO 

r-H  OS  r»  o  o  CD  Ti<  •ooo 

CO  CD  CO  O  O  O  t*  •  !»  O 

Ci  C  r^  ^  W  f-i  INi  'OCO 


(NO-'t^O'X'CO^CCCt.'iOO 

*:;  c  o:  t*  -f  "x  !D  c^  CO  t^  CO  c^ 
t*  t^        CO  ':d  OC  r— 


OlOCDOO 

<©0-#COCCJ^-i-iO 
c;  -r  (N  CC  Oi  O  CD  GO 
i-<  CO         C^  rH         e« 
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Temporary  Debt. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


<1      Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
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ing, renting,  &c. 
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LYCOMING  COUNTY. 


Temporary  Debt. 


Pci-manent  Debt. 


Balance  ou  baud. 


:Cost  ofschool  houses, 
i  puvchasiag,  build- 
I  ing,  renting,  &c. 

JFuel  and  Cantingen- 
1  cics. 


iCost  of  Instruction. 
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MERCER  COUNTY. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  sch'l  liouse.s, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 
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MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 


Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 
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MONROE  COUNTY. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


PeruiaucQt  Debt. 


Balance  on  band. 


Cost  ofsehool  houses, 
pul•c:l;l^<iug,  build- 
ing, reutiag,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contiagen- 
cieu. 


Cost  of  lustmction. 
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j  School  Tax,  Uuseat- 
'  eiX  Lands  and  other 
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MONTGOMERY  COUjS^TY. 
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iCOC^i-l^rHrHOfli-HC^ 


•CO      .  ^  O  r 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


CO  CO  CI  O  -^  r 


.C;O^Ol--c:'*'OuOCJ>OClCD 


OCOOOCl^tOO'Tl^ClipCiCII 
O^CiOi^CqC?C^C»COi-irHi-4 


ICOr-iClt^ClCiCDCICOCO^Clf—  .— .COI>.OCDCOCI^CDQ 


'':OOt-ClCOOr*t— COCOOCi«OOC5COCOOt 


ICTjO-^-^C^COt^COCOCOCO 


iCCOt-'CDOr-«CO-r-t'XO:QOODCDOOOdCOCDCOCOCOTt*-rt<CDa:  CIQCOt^t-CJCO 
W         C^ClC^C^i-HC)ClClr-4.-HCOrH-*ir5rHCOC^C:C1CJC1CIC1COrHOC^         i-HCJCJC^ 


Average  sal's  fe- 
males ^  month 


Average  salaries 
males  ^  month 


':';  c;  c^  Q,  c;  cr.  _  <:_  ^:;  i_;  ^  .'J  i^  ^—  '.-.  ...  -^  .—  -..-■_  -. 

coooo  cooocoocooocoi-oocicoo; 

;  CO  -f  O  I^  C;  CI  O  O  C3  C:  CI  CO  'O  CO  CI  o  >.o  I 


O  O  O'  C  O  C-J  o 
t^OO'-D--cOOC;CO-fOI^C;C100CIC:ClCO'OCOClC:>.0»OOC1000CO-tC<l 

cO'e'-3«'^c^c^c^<^IC^c^!^lc^clClco-T'C^rHC^T^c^c^c^c^c^c^clc^c^coc^c^c^c^ 


No.  of  Females. 


COWCC-^     '00     -     'f-l     •     -N     •     -lOWr-HO     •  CD  C<l  r 


No.  of  Males. 


•^pHOOi-lO;C<ICOCSOr-'COrHr-ii>.»OCO'^COrH-^lOt*     .C^»OCOCD^"t*C^CDCDCDI> 


,«     ."*C0 


[Average   No.    of    o od o o ^'o 't'^o ao o «  o » *o oTo ^*o ■?*< o os co ^l- ocDr^-^-^jto^ooiCD     ^t* 

months  taught.         --'        rn  rn         rn  rH ^        ""^        "^ ''^ "^        ""^ 


jNo.  yet  required 


Whole    number.         t*C0«-0»0C:«C00;CDi-H<0C0rH*^OC»C0G0r-<O»0<»f^01«0rHt^t-t-Tl*<»OCDt*         g 


a  -3  ;►.  S  =  :'   ;::  —  ■ 


^HNCO'S'iQCOt-CiOCjO'-^^CO^tOCOt^QOClOi— '(NSO-^OCOr^CCOlOi— i(NC03< 


MONTOIJR  COUNTY. 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


O  O 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, routing,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


J  C  C^l  t^  CO  < 
H  O  i^I  O  ■ 


^A.*  c?  I— I  (;:?  i.-*  CJ  -i-'  t_j  t:^  irj 

^  r-<,-t*  c-i  CO  o  c-1 1^  irq  o 


1  o  o  o  o  o> 


ODOOOOOOOOO 

coco(^IocD':oo^'(^l^c 
40  -t<  o  i>  ''-?  CO  o  H^  ir^  o 
<»lM1<I:~(M:Ol>>OrHt~ 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands  and  other 
sources. 


rHOOO'tiOOt-'Ot^ 
^  -t^  t^  O  *0  CM  O  O  O  iO 

OCOCOn^ODCr-lrMOt^ 
tDcotNCOC-^I>t-»OtNCC> 


From  State  appro- 
priation. 

Number  mills  build- 
ing purposes. 

Number  mills  school 
purposes. 


fL|      Total  amount  levied. 


Amount     levied    for 
building  purposes. 


Amount    levied   for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  month. 


oooooooooo 

(Xl.t'COCOCOr-.^tMO^tN 


"O  ■*'  o  ■*'  CO  C"-:  N  -f'  cj  c-i 


COMCOOOO^i*-»*COO 

Ot^:0CDC0^'3  0^rHi-(O 

OC0(NOOC:i'0r-l03'0 
^^:i?:ocoiooc:i-tcoco 
OO  50  I>  W  (M  CO  CO  IX^  rH  O 


eo(Mcoo»0'0-t<n'coo 

Ot^C0OC0C0C0^-^^-^O 

OCO(MOOC:>Or-*OOir5 
r-t  CO  --0  CO  to  to  OJ  -*  OD  CO 
COCOt^t'C^lCOCOiOrHO 


r-ICDCiOCOOt^oOCntO 
"OCOC-ltocOI^CO-I^CO-ll 


Average  number  at- 
tending school. 

No.  learn'g  German.   | 
Number  of  Females. 


Number  of  Males. 


Average    salaries  of 
females  per  month. 


CD  O  C-1  -Tt*  -^  -^J^  ' 


r-t  C33  rH 


>  to  CO  (M  c:  -^  O 


M:^  CI  ^  CD  i>  (M  C^  -1*  t 


Average   salaries  of 
males  per  month. 


lOO-^OOOOOOO 

c/jocooooo-roo 

CD(Ma50(M'OCOC^CO(M 

r-<  .-I  1-H  <M  rH  t-H  ^1  !—■  r-l  rH 

<X^ 

OOIMOOOOCOOO 
lOOtOOOOrfriO'O 

CJltoOiOCOOCO'i^C-'tO 
T"!  CI  CO  C^  Ol  Cq  (M  <N  r— (  Cq 


Number  of  Females. 


t^COCfttoC^-^rHtcsC^lO 


-*  N  05  <M  (N  "Jl  "O  C 


Number  of  Males. 


Average  number    of  I  ^  ^%,  <o  r-  o  lo  to  S't- 
months  taught. 


No.  yet  required.       |  ::  °^  :::::::  | 


Whole  number. 


ODCOOOt^CNCOCDtJ^CllC 


SOS*. 


o  "^5 

a  o 


rH(MCO-i<toCOI>COOiO 


U(i 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 


Temjiorary  Debt. 


Pei-ruaneiit  Debt. 


Balance  on.  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Coatlngen- 
cies. 


Cucit  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Un- 
seated Lauds,  and 
other  sources. 


Tocal  amount  leriod. 


From  State  appro- 
priation. 

Number  of  mills  for 
building  purposes. 

Number  of  mills  for 
school  purposes. 


Amount    levied  f  o  r 
buildinj;  purposes. 


Amount   levied    f  o  r 
school  purposes. 


jCost  per  month. 

Avg.  numberattond- 
I  injr  Kchool. 


i4     jNo.  learn'g  German. 

o    I . — — — 

o     'No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Hales. 


Avg.  salaries  females 
per  mouth. 


Avg.  salaries  males 
per  month. 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 

(Average  number    of 

I  months  taught. 

■No.  yet  required, 


wOOOOOO— *0— 'Otf^OfM 
r-lOOOOOUO(£)OXiOOOC^ 

r^  m  — •  I-..  »-i  -o  o  r)  :o  O  ^/J  O  'O 


O  '^J  !0 


o  o  o  ^  cocc  ''^ 

00  O  O  »C  CO  rr  ^1 


r>.<x>»f^COr-t-*<Or-«IT10'MOO:/DOO^«c«t^C^CCtr5 


CO  CO  t^  t^  Oi  ^  — '  T-l  f^  Tl  -H  O  v:  '-  -^  O  t^  O  t*  ir  I-'  (—  ^^  '^ 
a©.  r-lN  rH_  r-l  rHr-.c5r-(  r-l  r-1  r-<  t>^  n 


020  0  0030003:00 

ooc-ii^r-ooo"**c>'^i 

ovfNoy^cioc^^cot^co 


.o  'Tj  •^l  o  — I  -S)' 

C»  C3  «  O)  U3  X) 
CO  CO  (M  'T  -»<  "O 

:o  — t  — .  oD  CO  — < 
o  '^  CO  cr.  o  t^ 

o  c;  O  O  O  O  p  ' 


_ 50000 

Ot^O«50>000000<MO 

o  '"  i^  h-  ^  o  -»-  c:  c^  x-  CD  t-  o 


'  •£>  o  — ■  00  c^  v;  ^  o  — -  o  '^0':D  cr>  o  cc  ^    I  (^ 
f  t-  o  en  —  o  o  1-  o  CO  c;  c:  '*  »r;  o  (" — 

J  -t-  o  '*  -r  —  ••?  -^  ci  r^  -r  (X  -o  -1*  -r  ' 
1^  r^  rr  ':?  r-  ; 

o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o 

O(MCO00-»'ccc>a0't<C00C^ 


•CQ      .C^COrH 


OtO^COM'iO        C1(DK5 


rt  t-  CI  'J1 


Ot^r^OOO— 'COOO'Mt-^^OO'MtDO^'Xr^OC'tOO'- 


§§ 

§3 

St      • 

— *    •  o  oo 
o  o  o 


oocooo'^oooocoococooccooc'ia.  oo-^   I  i-- 
or*r-':oo--ooors'MOO'--r>i>-*.oo--oofr>tooooo'/': 


'  »  CI  ^  -r  f 


^.M-t-'r^c:  '-rc^r-«o«o«cc'i->oto 


«  cc  c'^  '.*:  -t  TT  Ti*  i 


<-^  "^  aO  '.  •  -T-  ^_>  1 
W  •-"        W  CO  CO 


O  ^  aO  'M  -^  O  1-  ( 


ec  C0C1.-I 


■  C.  CD 
4  ^  CO  ^ 


ao'N«cc.  '^r^i-<O00t*tr:c;-»':r>;r> 


<3C  '.o  'f*  c;  cc  CO  1 
-  c;  -»■  :r>  :_ 
fH  CO  CO  -r 


00  *H  'Ti  ^  CO  C  ' 


)  o  ?!  r?  -r 


>  CO  CO  e 


x>  c  ■«»♦  iC  —  ■ 


•  ^  lii  w  It;  o 

;  afo  -H"cJ~rC  t-^  «m 
~ >  ir?  i^  o.  ^r- 

i-l  CI  -**  CO 


.  O  to  C5  » 


CO  1*  ■— ♦  CO  Ci  CO  ^^ 
C4r-t 


1-^' 


r-coc  ^  r^  T  ^  a:  -i-  *~*t^  ^  <rj 


o  oci 
o  ot^ 


^  (M  C^  i-< 

—  o 


3:^ 


:  c  i^  t*  c>  K)  c«  r^ 

>  I-  en  ^  o  CO 

r-t  f*  CO  CO  •* 


cr  X"  'O  CO  CD  CO  I-  cn  ^  o  : 

■*  'C  T)<  rH  v-t  CO  CO  ' 


■*  oo  o  o  oi  o 
c»  oi  00  00  6j 


COCO^O-l-CCO— 'OCOOC  O  — '  o 


coco 
r: '!  ^ 


1^  «  o 

i  O  01  o 


C  O  C  O  O  I 


•^COCJCOffKNr^^C^eOC^C^ci'MMC^tN 


<0-^f-ICOCOO«-t*OOOOi-ICOCO'^C»r*WrHCO»CD?>0  0 


cocot^o;cOTj«'*oci»oaDcoTtt^'^'^iCO'Ccoia'^co»c 


u      Whole  number. 


OONt^eOOrHCOCOQOCOCOCO-^OSt^lNe^COCOCDNi 
rir^         CO  r-ir-li-lf-<  r- r 


■i^  :?' 


SS    i':^ 


o  ™s  s 


^  e  ^  r,  .,,  -g  t.  - 


rH  N  CO 


—  —  cc  o  c-  ^ 
r  >oco 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 
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Temporary  I>ebt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
puvcliasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 

Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


[From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax  ,  Un- 
seated Lands,  and 
other  sources. 


From    State 
priation. 


Number  of  mills  for 
building  purposes. 

K  umber  of  mills  for 
school  pui-poses. 


o  o 
^  o 

a6=^ 


CD  'd 


o  o 

o  ^ 


^  o 


O  c:  t." 

CD  r:  --D 
o  ^  — 


•^  ^  C:  ':=> 

t f-v  'O 

O  c;  '"  .-< 


i^  >.";  (M 

C'>  to  -* 
o;  '"  cw 

(Mr-.  O 


OC0C-.  COC-liXlccOOO 

"^  oj  •-:  -"  -H  .-^  r-  1^  .-:  '* 


3Ot^t0OCOO0t- 

5  iO  •-  (N  o  1"  -^  o  en  CO 

.OOOt--«*«COOiOlrHCO 


CO  O  rH  (M  'r>  C  C-I  o  O 

to  lO  CO  -o  -p  o  '"^  '■'  o 
CO  -.•  ^  oo  o-l  oc  -♦■  Ol  01 


OOOOOOOC  O-D 
T3<^(NCO'-DC'3C^C/30 

CI  -1*  CO  CO  --0  (^  CO  CO  -y^  CO 
Tj«o-rcoooi-^  —  cor- 


Total  amount  levied. 


CO  -*'  OJ  CO  CO  OJ  -c'  <N  . 


-J^  Ol  C:>  C:  'O  »~   t--  O  CO  rr 
C-ICOOt^CCr—   r—  OCOCO 


Amount  levied    for 
building  purposes. 


Amount    levied  for 
school  purposes. 


CO  -JS 
t^  CD 

1.;  a> 


O  ©1  CO  o 
O  00  'O  -r 
■  O  C-  C   -.3 


otooc~coc<r.  ooo 
lor-oco-rc  —  crxjo 

T  Ol  O  CT-  '-^  O  t-  O  -T^  -f 
O^COOt^-OOtDf—  OrHCO 


Cost  per  month. 


Avg.  number  attend- 
ing school. 

Number  learn'g  Ger- 
man. 

No.  of  Females. 
No.  of  Males, 


CO  —  <M  -t* 
CC  t-  ^  CO 


«D  o  -t<  -f  <r-  o  c  oi  c 

C..  CD  t-T  -J.  sD  "O  CO  CO  < 
CO  (—1  r-«  r-  CI  TT  (M 


C4  ^ 

rHCO 

r-t  CO 


Avg.  salaries  females 
per  month. 


Avg.   salaries   males 
per  month. 


No.  of  Females 


No.  of  Males. 

Average   number    of 
months  taught. 
No.  yet  required. 

Whole  number.  1  *■  2 


IN  !;  *i  ■-: 

1-1  c4  M 

W  cr;  cc  r^ 

CD  C-l  C-I  CO 
(M  CO  CO 


M  O  Ol  O 

^■^  CO  <N  o) 


•   I 


p.^  S  2 


dt*CO'*OI>-CO'*(Mc 


•  3 


°^ 


:  :1a  :=''^.'-'i 
?  ■r^  „-"  :  K  >^  >.  ^ 
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PERRY  COUNTY. 


•I 

<» 


Oh 


Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  tand. 


Cost  of  schoolhoases, 
purchasiug,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
j  Scliool  Tax,  Uuseat- 
!  ed  Lands  and  other 


n     ,  sources. 


From    State    appro- 
priation. 


Number  of  mills  for 
building  purposes. 


Number  of  mills  for 
scliool  purposes. 


^     Total  amount  levied. 

P-c 

% 
K 

ft 

X 

«i5      Amount   levied    for 

t^       school  purposes. 


Amount    levied    for 
building  purposes. 


!  »  C  O 

)  r-H  O  CO 
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«o  OO  ro 
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O&OCOCOfrlt^'fli-Ht^COC^C^O'^OOOCqOOOTOOO^DCqt^CD 


Cost  per  month. 


No.  of  Males. 


Average  number  at- 
tending school. 


Number  learning 
German. 


No.  of  Females. 


Average  salaries  fe- 
males per  month. 


Average  salaries   of 
males  per  month. 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


O0dC/3iOCOCOr.*rHCq5OrH! 
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(NrH     •■^•^ 
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rHr-ICOCO»~t-.CO'^r»rHeOt-C3eOrHOqc01>'<)"»'00-^>Oa3'*'0 


Average   number  of    ,^H^-n^Tj<^T^-t"*'oo-*-*-9'-*"o-<j"<»i^T)<-<i<-<)iTp-*ri<^Ta< 
months  taught. 
No.  yet  required. 


r- 


Whole  number. 


eo(NcoorHC-eot-i»eqcoooeqeoCTeoco<35-*-a<(MoaDb-o-*c 


:  ^  3 
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I  o  o^ 

:  s  3  K 
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PIKE  COUNTY. 
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Temporary  Deljt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


iCost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  Iniild- 
ing,  renting,  &c. 


IFuel  and  Contingea- 
cles. 


'^      Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lauds  and  other 
sources. 


From    State    appro- 
priation. 


No.    mills    building 
purposes. 


No.  mills  school  pur- 
poses. 


Total  amount  levied. 


.\rnount    levied    for 
building  purposes. 


Amount    levied    for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  month. 
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POTTER  COUNTY. 
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SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 
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SOMERSET   COUNTY. 
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O  CO  t-  o  ^ 
;^  (M  -v  Ob  a» 

C^  Oi  '«»<  o  i-i 
-o  -r  —  i^  w 

^  t-*  >o  a> 


«ooi<Oi-»'r«>oi-*a!CCcr.  (No;c.y:>r-.c5r-•l'- 
^-  i-i  I  -  •>*  <r.  '-*>  i » (.3  *ic>  -^  t-*  — '  —  r-«  l-»  tM  O  r-t  r--  O 


oooopc.oppppoooopopoo.-ooooo   c' 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY. 


2S6 


H 

M 
W 
O 

« 
O 

at 

o 
a 

►J 

Temporary  Debt.            : 

:  :82  :  :  :  :  : 

j   jas"^   •   •   •   •   • 

s 

Permanent  Debt.             : 

S    ^.^."     .   CO   0  r-l        .  0  ^ 

^      *      •      .  t^  0  0      .  «Q 

D    ;    '.    ;  a,  c  oi    'co 

»  .;  :  I'^S"   :s5 

3     It^oO  0  0  10     •     ^ 

i<    tr-  00  -•  00    '    '• 
^    ;  M  co<M  0        ;    ; 

§§ 
Balance  on  hand.          ^^ 

Eh 
S 

3? 
Cost  of  school  houses,    ^  . 
purchasing,    build-    ;^  t 
ing,  renting,  &c.           «■ 

IX) 

Fuel  and  Contingen-    o  q 
ci«3.                               ^^ 

•>-*oooooeT';t^ 
C  '.-5  c  ^  0  10  c  t~  -o 

OC<0r-irHt~Tl<CJ(Mr-l 

■o 

1 

Cost  of  Instruction.      g  = 

» 

51OCOVOOOOO 
^OiOaOOCOE.--f(N 

to 

;        ■«*< 

•     ■*■ 
■      0 
'      0 

IM 

1 

g 

DO 

H 

From    Collectors    of    ^  ° 
School    Tax,     Un-    S^ 
seated  Lands,   and    "^l*- 
other  sources.               a» 

-=ocor-.oco'-:t^o 
-1  c^  t^  X;  cc  '-2  0  0  a5 

From  State  apprQpri-    t_  o 
ation.                           2 ' 

D.^'QOOOIMO  —  0501 
CI>OCNOa3CO«rHO« 

<i 

E-" 

Number  of  mills  for      ; 
building  purposes.        t' 

1!    I    t  id    •    *    •    I    • 

.     0 

< 

Number  of  mills  for 

a> 

o 

•9 
«> 

school  purposes.          n:  ° 

o  < 

Total  amount  l«vied.     5  < 

so-,  35  0  0  CO  t.-  —  0>~ 

:>c«:(<oocoooc^ao 

N-^»-*QO'^(NC4rHCO 

00 

i  ^ 

;       0 

H 

Amount    levied  for      i; 
building  purposes.         :; 

Amount    levied   for    2' 
school  purposes.          ° 

g  ::§::::  : 
>  ;  ^o  ^  •  ^  i  I 

*■  i  i^  i  !  i  i  * 

C.TC:oOO(MCCCD 
0^00(MX.-rC4C- 

00 

:  ^ 
■■  g 

:    « 

-'I 

W 
)-] 

o 
o 

Cost  per  month.             "'^ 

SSSSSSS^iS 

H 

«. 

Avg.  number  attend-    g 
ing  school. 

:3  ^~cr»c~co'ic^ofl'Qcro~~ 

i  1 

No.  learning  Ger-            : 
man.                                : 

1 

No.  of  Females.            « 

^t^Tjiooooocso 

■  1    'O 

■  ^ 

No.  of  Males.                 « 

:^ascc>:occa50t^os 

— 1  rH         1— t  00 

•     55 

00 

w 
B 
o 
-< 
w 

0 

Avg.  salaries  females     "^ 

per  month.                   2 

4» 

00      .  0  0  Q  QO      .0 

2S  l^^XU  :2 

0 
1      t.- 

Avg.   salaries  males    "■'' 
per  month.                    ^ 

0  to  0    .    .    .000 
0 1^  0    .    .    .000 

»  —  ira  :  ;  I  —  0  r-1 

00 

No.  of  Females.             3 

not    •aot-(X>'4<    '•'* 

:    ° 

No.  of  Males.                '^ 

rH  n  rH      I      I      I  rH  r-i  i-l 

'•     0 

►J 
O 
O 
S3 

o 

Average    number  of    .^ 
months  taught. 
No.  yet  required.        |    ; 

00 

Whole  number.              (OTro^oot-rj-^rHO 

:    « 

3 

0 

::::::« t,- 1=^ 

:  :  :  :  :  :>g  ^ 
:  «  -i  :  :  :  2-='" 
:?.  S'S  •  :o2  2 

n:  t*  '^^tl  tp<:z:  cup. 

Q  ft  p  w  ii«  c*H  pa  ^j  h3 

3 

1 

si 
n 

r-t 

256 


SUSQUEHANNA   COUNTY, 
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Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  school  houses, 
purchas'g,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel   and   Contin- 
gencies. 


Cost  Instruction. 
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seated Land.s  and 
other  sources. 
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No.  mills  building 
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No.  mills  school 
purposes. 


Total    amount 
levied. 


Amount  levied  for 
building  purposes 


Amount  levied  for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  month. 


Average  No.  at- 
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UNION  COUNTY. 


Temporary  Debt 


Permanent  Debt 


Balanee  on  hand 


Cost  of  fichool 
houses,  purcha- 
sing,   building, 
renting,  &c. 

Fuel  and  Con- 
tingencies. 


Cost  Instmetion. 


Prom  Collectors 
of  School  Tax, 
Unseated  Lauds 
&  other  sources 


From  State  ap- 
propriation. 

No.  mills  baild^ 
yig  purposes. 

No.  mills  school 
purposes. 

Total  amount 
levied. 


Amount     levied 
for  building 
purposes. 

Amount  levied 
for  school  pur- 
poses. 
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Temporary  Debt. 

I 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


'Cost  of  school  houses, 
I  parcliasint;,    build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Coutingen- 
I  cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 
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ed  Lauds  and  other 
sources. 


From     State    appro- 
priation. 


Number  nii'ls  build- 
ing purposes. 
Number  mil's  school 

purposes^ 


•  o  o  >c  o  ^  «D  o 

•  »*  '-D  O  C 
•t~-  f-'C" 


.  f-*  (N  O  CT.  CI  O)      '  Oi 


VO  O  O  O  O 

;  'Q  o  o  o  o 


CO  rH  rH 


■  oc»ot-ooeoo*o 

;  C  O  r^  'C  »o  ' 

'  CO  (M  fN  .-H 


i  lO  O  -^ 


«o  O  —  O     •  C  O  C  ' 


•r-OC<»t^OdO      •'OOCOr^OOC:COOCO'r'<Cr-<.-<t^OOOO 
•QOiOr-iGO         CDa:.rH      •f-'Ob-.CDC^CiTf^CDCOTf  COrHCOCOOJ'OOi  CO 


■COCOOOCiOO  'OO-^OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

•  h-  -t<  CO  o  -"-o  r-.  Tt*  o  •  -n  o  ro  -x>  "Ti  -t*  o  1^  o  cr»  ""I  ^o  '-^  -H  o  "*  -**  "^  o  <::r 

•0'M'>'''or-<Ncoo  •cor-r/5r^r--f:rcr5-i*-^CTcocf>c:c^(Mcco-^o-+' 

•rrtOltMt^Wi— '.^r-*  '0'MCOCOOt>.X'01i-H*OrHO-^'OOlOir>-Or-i<X' 


coo     -o-— iC>0  01't<     • 

to  •  r^  CO  CO  vO  'C  r-H      * 


•c::rOO-^C:<M      '(MCOOCCO 

I  >'-'  01  c  -►*  "M  c-i    ;  o  CO  ---o  ir-  ^ 

•cOrfCOOitO'^      •tOC0t:^(M"«^ 


ccooooo^o 

o^O'-'-ror^'MO'-'-t* 

h-c;05(Mcoc^o5»oc^    ••— 'cocoio': 


oo-**cir>j:o'«*<Tt*c<io    •■*ooo'©oocio3oc    •coocoo'*'*'*''*co 
O-— '■rot^'MO'-'-i*     'orcco— -'.n 


-     ■■       -    ^  —  C^  CO 

_ . _.  ?o  r- 

-35ClO»OCiC0C0a0'>""MC0 


.10            ..... 

.    . 

. 

.    .    . 

.    .e<» 

.  cc  t-  0    .    .    .    .0 

a    .Ti"    .    .(M 

.  -* ' 

00 

»o 

.  CO      . 

.    .  0 

t-.  :o  QO  !£>  I 


>  01  »C  O      •  CD  O  CC  ■*  ■ 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount     levied    for 
building  purposes. 


-  CC  CD  CD  O  01  CT:  (T,  O   '  >0 

'-rcoocr-'^-rr^  'O 

1  10  t-  -—  I>  CO  CO  CO  rH   '  .-' 


t-ODO-^OOi—  t-ioot-ooc:>oo 
roi  -r  c  oi  —  •'^ToTToJIri  r-  o  "^  e  '^^"'  00  o~ 

..— '>00-?'COC-.  Oi-'t^»Ot^COC<l»OCr:CqOO 

'r^-f^oitoco<*  o-f.--— 'CT  t^oO'-cO'^^ 

'CO-*'CDC7.  trrgDCDr- 'COOJTf^COCOC   XiODi— 'r-i 


.  r-,    .    .  ci     .  o  — '  CD 


Cotit  per  month. 


Amount     levied    for 
school  purposes. 


rHCDC^ClOOrHCOTf* 

-r'  i-H  'X>  O  '^T  o  '::^  O 
•^  -t-  O  c:  oi  r^  ^  t^ 


•  05  •-— t^c-t^oarococoiOr-ccfMoaifNOO 

•  10  •cO'T'^'-f--— 'Ocr)-t*''£>coo>«*'^i*cor-"^ 

•  O  ■  ■r-  ^/^  — .  r-i  -*  i?o  'r  no  t-  --  •— '  "TT  r^  O  c  '-^  CO  ■-T' 

■>-<  •C0e-lXOi**^00t>-r-OJTfC0C0t^XiG0rH4O 


•OOOiO— '^^l>-'-- 


r— -H-l'fM  <!!;»'*  ■^O^COO:  CDC 


O'OT'CCDCC'tO'^CO     .(NX'C;CDTt'C:CD>CC^TfiC^CDTt<COCOCD'+I^'*CTi 


Cr.  t^t^(MC'OOCOCD 

-f  C    'D  CD  01  tC  r-i  O  »!;3 
C<»  W  IM         N         CO  00 


Average  No.  attend- 
ing scbool. 

No.  learn'g  German.  |   ::::::::: 

CO  O  QC  OCT  CO  *0  CO 
.,    ,.v  -1*  -^  O  CO  —  — ^ 

Number  of  Females.     '-.--<-'     r-     d  (m 


■^■:ffO<rri'^-fT>c:ooo'Or--cocrr-<Tf--C'  -t*co 
'  no  r?  I--  CO  r^  ^-  QO  C'  00  a:  O  -f  "^  '^  '^  '"^  '^"'  OJ  CO  "■> 

'OlCO  iMr-i  C^  r-lf-ilMfH(NClG<l(Mi-<  i-H 


Number  of  Males. 
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Average   salaries   of 
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WAR  REX  COTJXTY. 


Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  school  houses, 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 
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Fuel  and  Contingen-    ^  -c^  n:  S  S    •  i>  r?  99  ?> 


;  j-i  -  a  o  o  : 


Cost  of  Instrnetion. 


From    Collectors   of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
'  ed  Lands  and  other 
;  sources. 


From    State   appro- 
priation. 


•  CO  OO  C<I  !£>  CQ  C^  ^ 


00(N«rroo;(MCO: 

1-1         r-cd 


i  CO  ■*  iq  <M  c^  ^  ci 


^-'^  —  —  ^^ ^  —  ^OCOCCOOO-TOr^C^OOCOOOO 

J9'xS^'^^£3^'-^^'^t^?o-s'-rp-'ocT(?it£r»r>t*oo«-:o'M 
t^oojiz-jrio  —  CO.—  t^^cct->-^cccooQO*~^tot^c;aD^Ti.-^ 

^  C0C^CC(M»COC0G0r-tC£>-^»0»^<Nt-         COCOCOCOaS  —  t'— <CO 


—  occoi^o^oct^r^t-'O^cooc^ocooccc— 'toflO'TC-ioiO 

—  o  ^  :o  :c  d  (M  TK  :£j  ?^  CD  CO  ^—  en  tm  .*(—(—.  rr^  ^ — .  (-^  ^v-  -o  r#-  ^'^  »*  r.-. 


CD  r-  CO  CO  • 

Oi  -^  •-'^  ..^  -r  -r  - 

CO  f   ----- 
C;  eo  0000    QO  CO 


c-.oooocoaDco^' 
oooococor^cccoo— '*.c 

CSQOi— "^(M^^COC  Clt^cC 
CO         00  CO  f— t^  CO  .-<  CO  — '  F— 

c  o  o  o  o"o  o" g  o  o"c>^  o  c  o"o1d  o  1=  c  o  o  c  c  c  o  o" 
^r*i--coGCcooc»off»t05DOcocorrc  —  o^'^cO'^:i>f-.oQOc: 


OCT.  QCCOr":  -TTi<o.-»CO»CC 


'Cl.-ir—  OCOCO»Ot^»OCr-,CO 


Number  mills  build- 
ing purpoiies. 


No.  mills  school  pur- 
poses. 


'-Oo«r5»OQO-i*CDCo»:rtO'^-*«:oo    .x>t*occcoefl'^cicoMr-< 


PL,      Total  amount  levied. 


^;^t;  =  '5'^  —  c^'-o  —  oc^o    ■occocc=coot-.o:« 
^t*c:cruc-3oc^ooit*ocot^o    .ooo;oo-»fcocT^N 

ci>^aocoo— "'Ocoi^-^cor^^j^^     •oooooco(Mc/^eo<ooc;co 


O  —  CO»3»i-Jt»5JC<l 


Amount    levied    for 
building  purposes. 


.01    .  f-i 


Amount    levied    for 
school  purposes. 


;i^3:oc/:i'ooo^c;t^»oco> 

:i^-fcoQDi.o— I'^cor^^-f— i^cor*  .<oocooncccooor-w 

■  ?»t^fM-rocct*o^:Do5C30coo  -cfjo— oo  —  ncoci'O-r 

5  — '  CO  C:  »  f-H  t^  w  M  t.-         C0COC<»  •  t^         00 -3*  Cl  TT  rH  CI>  t^         r^ 


c  o  c  o  c  03  coc:  r^  CO  co" 

«)  Q  CO 

00  ^  55  ^ 


Cost  per  month. 


ao•oo(^*oox^^S'l^«»coco^-^co'ciO^-.ClGOOc-**eoc■.  -i-c 
..c;-3''0-i*co»i;'00»®'cot*i^t*iocooci«ct^co-r»t^i 


i4_  XT         ..J       t;  cr;  .^  CO  o  o  t^  o  o  ^  o 'o  o  c;  e  00  ci  o:  o  o  E*  oi  t^  1^  CO  cy/co 

.Average  >o.  attend-     ^  r-coc^  jr  t~  jo  coco^cococji>«-i.g»ioa.oco^^co«f- 

'  in?  school. 


[dumber    learning 
I  German. 


^     ;  Number  of  Females. 


'Number  of  Males. 


OOt^Oi  CtCDQO  —  COC^C^dOOOO-^iOCC 

'*      :o  CO  t-  CO  'O  -*  r*  o  M  r-i 


— *r*'.ocflr-ico»3aoo<«o»^coc6»-o  o-rtDOt-^o 


«  p  w  CO  o 

.^  r-  CJ  rt  ' 


Average    salaries  of 
females  per  month. 


Averai,'e    salaries  of 
males  per  month. 


No.  of  Females. 
No.  of  Males. 


aj      Average    number  of 

1-^        months  taught. 

O      No.  yet  reqairedL         f 


^OOOOOOiOOOOO-S'COOOCOOOiOr-O'^  o 

•-OwOO«oc»sC':DCio-roocccot^oc-*<-^oco 

COCO«iOMaO«Q«»Q'^0*.OCO-*'fe«'*r^'^>OCC5D»r5COCOCO 


•  s  ^ 


■  o  o  .CO  •  o 

■  o  o  -co  .o» 

I  -r  ol  I  :d  M  I  -f 

•  (NCI  .tMIM  'Ol 


.  O  O  .  CO  o 
.  OC  Tl   ■  1^  CO 


09  t-(  CO  O  O  CO  O  CO   •  Oa  )-<  CO  IQ  rH  t«  o  00  C4  i-«  CO  to  IQ  C4  eO  IQ  fH  C4 


=o-^'t^cocD^*»oo■^•-oofl0^oco•o•o»oeoto-a*coco^-cDcswt* 


o     Whole  number. 


to^  CO  o  oo»  : 


-«0^r-tt^ii50«OOCOt-ii-(50X>OOOOCO»OrHN 


.     .     .a;     .  ^  ■^.     .     .   ^   J.    -  ^  ._  _ 

2oi-S  :o>^5;:  i  ur  5:^50 

~  ~  S  2  ^ 


1  s  ^  ^n 

=  -=!  ?  ;~ 


a>  o  ^  c=  =  -^  — 


•»t*i^:ct^«ociOr-(Mco-r'Otot-coc-.  c;  —  oico-r-ocor^ 


WAYNE  COUNTY. 
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o 
o 


Cost  of  school  houses 
purchasing,  build 
Ing,  renting,  &c. 

Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
i^chool  T  a  X  ,  Un- 
seated Lauds,  and 
other  sources. 

From  State  appro- 
priation. 

Number  of  mills  for 
building  purposes. 


Numbor  of  mills  for 
school  purposes^ 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount   levied   for 
building  purposes. 


c  cococcoooc 

c:  o  CO  c;  'T.  c  C"-:  0>  ^t*  c: 
•^  ^  lir:  i-i    '»r5CO<Moi(Mot^co-^i>J(M 


C.  CO  • 

t^  a;  ' 


;  c  -i  -X"  C  m 
'  ■■:  <i6  c-^  O!  o  o 

\  ~  ~  '^1^^  n  -f'-o  t-T--  o  o  o  -^  o    .  o  -^  o  (^  o  M  '^'r: 

■  r  O  CJ  -j:)  -O  O  —  CI  O  O  CO  C  O  rH      .  ^  CC  -.D  — 1  rH  r-;      .  w 
:  —  '-'MClOCOOOCOO^fOO'^O      .t-^^Cl(?7^(M      !o 

'■"r^-T'-'fMi.'^r-oocicooc^'^    ■«-^-7'?C'':i— 'CO    -co 
'-x>''-Oa:co«3t^-fcot^  -rr-<     ;:d^ict,  :£>:£?-*«     '^ 

r-T       -:(<"  rt"     j  r-T  C-f     '• 

-  o  o"o  ooooooooooooooooooo 
:;  rco-TtoC^ooo:0(Moao-T-Tt<iMO^'J3tr>':«cO(M(M 

"    ■-    ^OOtOt^cOrMC;COajO'M-^t^oOCOc;>o;OCli 

-     "3C-lr^CO»000«5rH(MO-;*iOi—  C>l-ft-Ti<«Di 

H<Mr-l<M  ^  (NrHCTrHCO 


.  -^  O  O  C-1  r 


1  Tf  CD  lO  CO 


0--'riCOO'*««5(MTfCO'^0  00(M'Ot^rT*c:><MC10^00CO 


Occi:*o:o-!rt--coto 

•  cr.  r  3  CO  -r  c-i  r-*  o  "C  o  (^J  -1*  .-- 
;  o  --  "o  -r  o  c.  •-  t^  o  r--  C;  «D  o 
■  ■.--.-  -o  ca  i^  lO  »  10  i-H  CO  o 


<■—  t^OCCOOC:Ot»f 

CO  '-^  CD  CO  -x;  '*  (M  O  tM  ! 
C;  GO  CO  CO  CO  CO  01  'O  CT  c 
Tt*'^(Mt^COUOCDrt<CO(: 


.1-1  .00 


■  Oi 


aOt^<JO^t'M-f050-^-»<Or-HC:  O' 


;  f  o  CO  CD  o 


Amouut   levied    for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  month. 


C.  .D  -  C-l  O  CD  t^  -1*  -^  ^  r:  CO  X)  CD  t--  O  O  CO  O-l  'O  O  lO  CO  o 

r^  X  O  a^  -**  CO  I-"  CO  "*  'O  CI  -t"  ^-  CO  'O  CD  CO  CD  r-^  CD  O  CO  CD  •.o 
CO  ^  CD  Tt<  o  ct;  'f^  O  O  I^  'CI  CO  O  O  CO  c.  '--:  ^  ..O  :r-  .o  <M  CO  l:^ 

-TCOcDCDr~^-cor~-i-«cot^  rr-«9<(Mt-^cO'— co^cc^d 

O  •  -    r^  — •  Ofl  CD  C3  —  O  CO  O  N  CO  CJi  CM  O:  CO  -4<  CO  M  t^  (M  CO  CD     t    CO 
I---t»t^'OOCOCOCO>CCOOT!<-^'.J«CO-**»Ct^«OCD-^TjiiC:CO     (    -^ 


Avg.  number  attend- 
ing school. 


oo(M^.  oc:c:^coc^t^O'c:>co-i«ocoooo'^c5f'Cicooi^corH 
cococo~Jooi^cO'*0'-'-r'^coc<i'.":QOcoQOTi<.oooiajoooi 

rH  CI  r-  CO  CN  <-<  t^  ^  ^  r^  r—   CO  r-  CO  ^  f  CI  01  -^ 


No.  learn'g  German.  |   :;::::::;'":::::::;^::;::::|^ 


o      No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


I  Avg.  salaries  females 
1  per  month. 


Avg.  salaries  males 
per  mouth. 


No.  of  Females 


No.  of  Males. 


Average   number    of 
months  taught. 


w  CO  CO  -.  O  CI 


^H  CI  O  ^^  -t*  O  --*  f^  '^O  CO  CO  C-?  rH  r-H 


O  CO  CD  CD  »0  O:  CO  -*<  -H  CI  t-^  O  O  00 
'      -  —  CD  O  O  CO  O  CI  CD  CJl  - 

cq   c?3   CO  r^  (-( d 


CDOCiaO^-*c7J'-<COCCi'OOOOC1COCl-**iO-t<l:^t^O>0'0— ^-?t* 
CIdCO.—  t^O'^d:DCla>"3'COCOCC|CIr^CDOCl^-ClfZ)COCOCD 
^    ._,  —  .-,._<  ^  ..^  ,-1  CO    i-i  CI       rH  CO    <^  CO  rH  r-4  CO 


OOO  3  oo  ooooo-^oooooooc^oooooo 

OOO  —  C:OOOOOCIC;OOOCO"CCDOO-:^"^00»0 
•D  -D  CO  -  -D  CD  -1^  t^  O  O  'O  CI  CD  CO  'D  lO  CC  t»  1.0  O  O  -1^  to  t^  CD  Tt* 


oocc   ::c>  —  O'O-^'OO—  o    .oc^cicoc^o    .0000 

wOd-OOOOOt-'C^CliOOO     .C^C^OOOO     .c^ooo 
^v:Clr:-'^Or^-H^OOcooo     '^o-1^a:coci     I^jcoo 


CC|  d  CI  Cl  CI  CI  Cl  CI  CI  O  CI  r-i  f—  ( 


.  C^  CO  CI  r^  C4  CI   .  CI  d  X*  d 


JCOO^'CGOCQr-<rHCOCD-:t*t-CO-+»OC?2rHi-tl>. 


i-lr-trHCOCD^CDOCOd-^d-^rH   .ICt^p^drHCO   -Tt^OSf-Hd 


'-0[>'^CD-l<CDC0lr-CDOOOI:^C0CDCDQ0O«;cDCD»fi»c:Drt<t- 


No.  yet  required. 


Whole  number. 


c;  L-'  t^  t^  cr.  CD  >o  L^  -r  rH  r-i  -^  t^  CO  r-(  CI  t^  o  01  r-  d  d 


3  S  a  S.a  c 


r-fCi?0'^o^i>coc:0'-HC-i:o-**iOX't--c/:)<:T:iO^': 


<  (N  Cl  <N  C^  Oq  C^  G-9 
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WASHINGTON   COUNTY. 


pi 


o 
o 

5 


Temporary  Debt. 


iPernianent  Debt. 


BalaHce  on  hand. 


Cost  ofschool  housfls, 
purchasing,  bnild- 
ing,  renting,  &c. 

Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cobt  of  Inatrnction. 


From  CollectorK  of 
School  Tax,  Unssat- 
ed  Lauds  and  other 
sources. 

From  State  appro- 
priation. 

Kumber  mills  build- 
ing purposes. 
Number  mills  school 
:  purposes. 


!Total  amount  levied. 


lAmoHnt    levied    for 
I  building  purposes. 


Amount     levied    for 
,  school  purposes. 


OS  O  -3*  f-"  (M  O  1^ 

'T  C^  nD  fO  Ct  Ci  c^^ 
lO  'O  O  f  -t<  CO  <N 


'Ct  CO  tfS  ■*  *o 


O35OCOQr-C0O 

o  05  o  '-■;  o  o!  as  'O  o 
>occoc:c:rj*:oprr5 


'O   O    — *   .    -    ^.^    «^    ^_    «,    ij   tjj   -T-    .—    ■         \^ 

OCT        CO  !M  CC  r-t  CC  IM  (M  oo  o;  00  cc 


.^^  "^   .•,•    ^T-    ^J>   t_l    "-^    VJ  •'  -'    . — ,     — ,    1 ;    t»j   u,-    — r    l_J    t_l    I 

COeO-^t^t^OOCO'CCOOOC/toOO' 

00 1--  C5  00  o  »c  CO  ci  -1*  ^  >-*  o  cr  ^r  rH  •'^  r-t  o  c-1  CO  00  o  ■:-  '':  cc  •-' 

■  '-  CO  t*  00  O  -f*  -O  G^  -^  O 

r<  1-1         CO  r-  r-< 


O  O  — lb-  O 
O  O  l>  r-t  O 

CI?  C  b-  t^  -^ 
CC  (M  QO  *0  "^ 


:jOOO(J0OOOOOOO' 


Cost  per  month. 

Average  number  at- 
tending school. 
No.  learn'!}  German^ 

Number  of  Females. 
Number  of  Males. 

Average   salaries  of 
females  per  month. 

Average   salaries  of 
males  per  month. 

Number  of  Females. 

Number  of  Males. 


o  o  o 

cTiiotNoooc^'rioor^ 
•w  ■-<  ^  vj  ,~  en  to  ■z:  'o 

'M  <X  C^  CO  C.  Ci  X  Cl  t^  00 


>cooc:ooocooo 
■occooocoooo 


0000»-<OOOCI--COOOOCOOt^OOCOOOC:       _     _     _ 

:c'coc/^cc-HO-t*-t*-*<r^ooo<r.  oo-^-'^'^c^-^ 
•o  CO  T  -r  ^  '"  fM  C^^  o  -^  "^1  '^^  -f  cr  f—  ''^  '*  cc  -1"  o  (M  t^  t- 


^  —I  O't^  CDOOa0OC3>C00C:' 

jioc>t^cDcc.^m<^C5cra',  c. 


■  ob  O  IM  C=  ■*  t-  '^'O 


c^  c<»  o  f-H  CO  r--  c::  ( 

•a  .O  1-MN  CO  r-  O  -P  -< 
-ft^cDCCOCO.—  C^ 
'^  05  rH  (M  CO  ^  O  C  Oi 


WtOOt^CDC0O«^OOC0a''C0S>^ 

cr3»-'c*i..>ccoc-oO'C--rc  o  —  "m 
csco-JCJOcocoooo?'/:  cocooo 
co'OM'.f'C-i^o.—  Tj'oooOTrt^a.c-io 

«&^        .-rr-T        r^'  _■■  r-T 

S  S  2  2  £  2  £.'2~<^~<^  ot^cjoococoooccco" 
05iooo-^co-»<ococ<»ooc-i-fcc'i«C'iQO'«ro'<J*ouoc^ 

»-J  M  «2  CC  C  r-  CI  C-1  tr^  0»  -t"  ^^  ry^  —  CO  CC  -1*  ^  -rf*  ^1  CO  CO  CO  CT)  r-^ 
Ot^COf^C^"V-1'iOt^>C'-''-'':cCC".  f—  '-Cr-tNOSCOCt^Oi 


(M  o  c^  to  o  <r.  t^  o 

•rCCt^OCDi-tO 

.-  rA  O  ex  fM  <^  05  S 

CO  V-  CC  CO  Tj.  CO  Ol  « 

CO  CC  p-  <M   05  CO  c« 

i-T   r-T   rHt* 

o  o  c  cr  c  o  o  a 

CCC^CfMfWtMOCT 

(M— *QDCOCC^Tj«K5 
Ci-^CO'^OCOOSOS 


c^tcc<c^>oc*cot-rHi-iC-iwcDcccO't(Mccccc^>c:<NCO(Mcoco^ir:-ir:ccc^coN 

CC^  (^  O  »^ '.-.  CI  CO  O  '^  00  C-  O  C  CC  O  -t*  -^«  O  *M  -^  (M  •-*  -**  -M  O  frT  Cr  O  CO  CO  0"(S~0 


C0f-.ir-lOCC'««O«0O'C 


OC  CC:O-T*C^OCD00t^e0C0C3:O-TOOOt»OC0O 
— .^-OOCOOCOOCDt^-f-Pcrt*'*C>1t--c3^0C5< 

- _    „-      .-       .„'^cc•<:^.'-o-rcoocOr-c3:o;r— c;cct^coco(MC^cDi 

ccttccc:  cOrH'.j«aot^tci^::^'.":ci  —  ':Tcoc£)C'2Coc^'«t*cRC?if-^coccrH(Mcj;c^cDC 


ooo     ■ 

'•b"o~^'~O'^"%^l>l~06  O  00  C/1  o  c 


looM^  eg,-! 

c;  i-t  oi  C4  00 
•  CO  WIS  CO  o 


(M  rH      •      •  rH 


CO  -^  O  i 
i-<  o  cc  '^  eo  c^. f*  c 


>  C^  ^  >P  i-t  "7  -^  O  (M  O  O 


oi-oo:^ooo:CT*cto»c^"^co 

00  — <  t,  c:  <r  ^  --  c  e  r^  cr  c-i  r^  '^  t^  >':  ci  o  "-  '^  ci 

CI  r*  ^  0-.  c  .-'■re  -r  -f  Tf  r-i  cc  cc  c.  -h  o?  c.  cc  -t*  "-c 


00  <D  O  CRO 

o  t-  c  eo  O 

i>.  c:  "7  o;  «5 
:-  fM  fM  cr:  eq 

C^  O;  CC  CO  <<> 


cO'MO'NcDooc--»ooiOicc«-^c^>:  xcoc.  coc«»om»oe^ocp«c-ic:cri'r>c<i  t^oob" 

C0^'^»0^C0CD^C0^-riC'^»Ct>-tC0^?0«0'C^»0C0«DO«0-i«C0W^>0C0*C> 


TO  <M  -^  --«  o  03  cr 

O  CO  O  <-"  O  CC  <N 
rl  COriCOff-l  (N 


.  CO  ^  t^  -^  CO  o  c;  ^ 


0<00<-"OCC<NC^QO-*<Cl-^—  C:^*eCl^»■^CiC0C>05'■ 


;  Ti<  o'fflcoco  .-'r^r-  o  r-  ao^o  fc:  £r  ^  r* 


CO  rH  r-i  r-< 


COC^O.  OD"*OCO»-'fr- 


CO  r-t  (N  i-l  i-« 


ci'0«>'J7a)cooaor^«; 
c;  »'*^  «o  o  CO  Ci  »^  r^  iM  r- 

C1         C)<M         r-4         r-< 


i-iC4         C^  CO         r-«  i-H 


O  cr  f  CO  ^  cr 


^  c:  a:;  CI  oi  r- 

_  CO  »c  (M  "^  <o  cr-  _ 

,_  ^  ,_  C<»  f-l  C^  rx 


r:c^?cco»c(M«^<ocr'Ocii--cio^c^co  -1*00 


O   (£>  CI  CO 

-CO  -i*oO 

(X  rH  r-«  rH  r-* 


Average   number  of 
mouths  taught. 
No.  yet  required. 

iWhole  number 


,-(,-.,-  ,-.  rH  r-'  (M  N  r-t  CO  r-  f-l  r-  (M  r^  rH  rH  r-l 


COCCOCOO«OC'*-rC 


OO  O  O  I 
00  CO  c;  I 


C  CO  o 

.  <>?  c. »?: 

^r—  r-ir-li-i.-i!M^.— 

o  o  o  o  »c  o  o 


c  CO  o  ci  -r  o 


O  CO  <0  CD  CO  ©''-^  O  O'   .  CO  o     -'o  o  ^  o 


CI,—  ^       .CJ       .r^.-(C4r-i»-iC'Jf—  r^<N 


3  ra  CO  c  CO  c:  o    .coo 


O  O  'X)  o  o 
O:  r»  ««3  ^  00 


C  C  O  C  C  ' 


C  O  O  CO  C  00  C:  ' 


Oti«0»CTOC.:>0'C».0   : 

WMCOWdeOC^COCOWi— O^CJOTOC^C^r-.Clr-KNCOW^CKMCMCO' 

«&  .. _.  1  .       _^ _^ 

!iO*-mC00C40O<0eO^'^'^<D      -co     '«CO«OCOeOi-l»«CO     'COrH 


^■C'Ccoc  -roc«ooc 


;  t^  CO  O  Q 


C0'Or-*iC'-*r-l*0r-(i-He0C<l'<*NC1C<"CD'^CO'i*Oir-ia0rt*C0f-(C0r^r-(r-<Cfl»r:N*O 
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Temi  orary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
purchasing,  building, 
renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingencies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of  School 
Tax,  Unseated  Lands  & 
other  sources. 


From    State    appropria- 
tion. 


No.  of  mills  for  building 

purposes. 
No.    of  mills  for  school 

purposes. 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount  levied  for  build- 
ing purposes. 


Amount  levied  for  school 
purposes. 


ICost  per  month. 

^  fAverage   No.    attending 
<]       school. 

y:^  ', 

C  No   learning  German. 

H  I 

00  I  No.  of  Females. 
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No.  of  Males. 


I  Average   salaries   of   fe- 
males per  month. 


A  verage  salaries  of  males 
I  per  month. 


g      No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 


Average  number  months 
tauiiiht. 
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WESTMORELAND  COUN  TY. 
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Temporary  D«bt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


;^      Balance  on  hand. 


Host  of  school  house; , 
purchasing,  build- 
ing, renting,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 


Cost  of  Instruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Un- 
seated Lauds,  and 
other  sources. 


From    State    appro- 
priation. 


Number  of  mills  for 
building  purposes. 

Number  of  mills  for 
school  purposes. 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount    levied   for 
building  purposes. 


Amount   levied   for 
school  purposes. 


Cost  per  month. 


Avff.  number  attend- 
ing school. 

No.  learn'g  Germa.n. 
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No.  of  Males. 


Avg.  salaries  females 
per  month. 


Av^    salaries  males 
per  mouth. 


No.  of  Females. 


No.  of  Males. 
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P5     Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  scbool  houses, 

I  ing,  reutiug,  &c. 


Fuel  and  Contingen- 
1  cies. 


Cost  of  lustruction. 


From  Collectors  of 
School  Tax,  Unseat- 
ed Lands  and  other 

sources. 

From  State  appro- 
priation. 


No.    mills    building 

P_;     i  purposes. 

fcq      iNo.  mills  school  pur- 
g     I  poses. 

?H      Total  amount  levied. 


w 


Amount    levied    for 
buil-'.ing  purposes. 


Amount    levied    for 
school  purposes. 

Cost  per  month. 

.Average  No.  attend- 
ing school. 

No.  learn'g  GermauT  | 
No.  of  Females. 

No.  of  Males. 
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YORK  COUNTY. 


Temporary  Debt. 


Permanent  Debt. 


Balance  on  hand. 


Cost  of  sch'l  hon!*eft, 
parchauDg,  build- 
ing-, renting,  &c. 

Fuel  and  Contingen- 
cies. 
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School  Tax,  Un- 
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other  sources. 

•^rom  State  appro- 
priation. 
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Number  of  mills  for 
I  Bchool  purposes. 


Total  amount  levied. 


Amount  levied  for 
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Amount   levied  for 
school  purposes. 
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eC  CS  CO  -O  r-.  CS  l-i  CS  00  r-  I-l  r1  i-i  JQ  CO  O  CO  'tjl 


Amount    levied    for    building    «"-=■ 
purposes 


Amount  of  tax  levied  for  school 
purposes 


-..^.■^cO'Oos^e^-^tt^c^osoncoi-^osas^-iooOT— oc 


C^  CO  r—  I-,  CO  rl  r-<  t-    OS  CO  i— i  : 


i«COO'W'S5^000S50Tj<OS.>1iOO'OOO^J— J«Ot- 
t.c--—  OtCCOt^c^OtOOCOt-^^O.^OOO'^ 

^coo»3se>»^— loosc^it-' 


A  tA  O  lA  CO 

^  to  CO  00  :o 

-COO»3se>».*--03sC<It-C'QC33C03SC>>— teosc=!Mt-OCO 

rco^ct-c^t—c^i— c^'csc^coio  —  '^co.r^oc<i3stciot^aD<=» 

.^1—  Clf—  X»AC^.'^as'T..^?C.Or-.CCCOF—  -!^<OC--^CO. —  XCO 

i>r-*  o  sroer:<f -^'-^I'to  oToOr-Tec  oTio'co'co''*  co^oTo  i-TrH^icT— r 

—  lO  e^  «  r-' tC  e>«  CS  >0         i-i         r-<  i-l  ^- rl  ,-<  rn -h  CS  CO  m  CO         CO 


f^y 


cs  a 


ri 


a  )-. 


al?S£^±^^l^§^5^. 


rH^c<5"Wui«dt^c6o»OrHe<ico-^u5«Dt-^o6oio'-He<icoT)!wo 
I-(r-lr-(r-li— lr-<l-ii— lr-lrH<N*<WCSWW 
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t-i— irtjt-Woi— itDOcci— ( 

••SMOCOT-IOt-i-IO— '.^ 
O^   <^ '^  •<*' cs  c^  cc  C<  C^  u^ 


C*^  05  CO  CO  c*«  t^ 
05  O  as  OS  C3  T-H 
C5  <M  -*  .-(  M_ 

i-TMCif     m" 


.  o  o  ■=  o 


e^-^oO'Ot-05COt-o>'«<M«ONe^o«sc5t-o 


>n 


t»05COO'^05>Ot-rtlNOS0001C^OCOOOe> 

^«0'«*C^u:5"<:t*CDC<JC^irs^HT^OSC>^^OCD050SiO     i«o 
iOOOCC:OOC^C£5aiC^CO^H^^COCCO^<— 'C^JrHCO 
C^f— ICC  iOCC  «0         C^c^t^iOf— (CO*Oi-Hi— (O 

05 


MOO 


03  C^  O  Oi 


OS-*OMt-M«S^Aj 

C0t-N03-^0000 


rtr)0&»H-^iO0iCC'«*a»u^^OO0st^0^0st-»«C>c0t^«D«0»O«0'^t*CCC000 
O^O^eOi— 'C^rHC^OCar-(t~CiOO»?00«Ol— 4COt-^CO':00005CC'^^^0<=>0 


c»^cO'^^ot~^-<'^i-HO»-^o>ooe^'^c^^-«o--^c^oi-^coooir>'^-»s<vou^o»c^coc^t-03-^oO'^'-H 
cc-*Oi>oc^'^ccu^t^03sc^c^coco-^e^«Aco«0'^ocs*o<oooo5'— i«^ot^t>»c<it^os<oc50 

^  u  — .  ^iit  .<^T  .r^  ,^^  •«  ■ —  /-r^  .mM  r^^  fi-^  rr\  ./*,  i- .r^  v«  r/"]  b»  ec  h>»  fO  ij*i  h^«  . — i  K-  ff*3  i*o  ^*^  f^  —i  r>—  cr?i  c^i  "rt  C^ 


Co"ef  i-TrH  Cij'oCrH  !o"       eO^    I    «0 


oacoaOC^^--^*^GOcoo(^^^uriC^coc^'—^;o«Oco«o^o«ot^c^eD^*ooooo■^I-^«Dasr— iT^cDOsC^co 

WCSt*«D005«OCOOOOt»OOi^'HCv5-=^Oaoa50COOOt-OOT— (•<^>O0i00I>-O*Or-i05C0i— 10»0 

-   — —  •     —  —  -      ■"-     —      '-^•^'-^-.^^cO'^^ooc^i— ^co?ocs'^^-co»>-Ti^lOos^^-   .- ^^- 

-fCX)'^'— 'CCO»<=>rH?Of«OI:^QaC<100<0 


t>-  >0  CO 


oiooi^^coaoe^'^c'sooiooosoo 


lO  «D  CS  CXI 

00  eo  o  t- 

00  o  —  cs 

so  1— I  IM  ■^ 


M  o»  c«  < 

a>  ooo  CO  • 
o  lo  oi  eo  c 
t^  rji  cc  CO  a 
T-Ts^rc-fi-Tr 


■  ■*  «0  M  r-" 

>  (>»  t-  O  !>» 

•  O  CO  Oi  t~ 
5  Oi  ■^  Oi  ■^ 

re^-H~i^co 


iriirte^t-ot-eq'^^ocoo'=o»cccct-eoa»coo05oco— '< 
coTj^cocossc-^coe^cot-i— ics'S't-toooiO'ocooiocooscoi 

COiOCOmtDi«rHt--JGOeO«Ci— IOCOCS-<*OSNC^i-(i-(C»Mc 
iCOSiOCOCO^CCCftC<ICDC:=COOil>.0'0«J^'=>COOOOI>.OI 
t>-C^«0C0'OOTrH»i^'M^O^'^<O^HiO-^»O00C0C0^'Oc050< 


TjioOO>C^t*C^COOiCOCOOu»»0«£>cOi-HOOC^^HOaiC^*^u^-^OC50-^0>COCO"rt<i-HOO?Ot^050fl 
00Ot:*iOOO<©05»C35Cl:~i— 't^C^^CiI>-00^^50cO*^*035CO<OC^r-tG>OCOOOOC^CftOaOSt»CO»OrH 


rocTieoooco<^coio^' 


•  Ost^  —  C^c:.t*osOs( 


COrHt-'fl^rHOit^OOOOOCOOl 
■>-(        cq        i-H  r-l  rH  —      —  . 


.  CO  Ci  to  :3i  00  t-  o 


sooiftOoOb-^oosC^cot^-^ooot-cOi— iTf^ooseocoi— (i/soocococftt- 

)C^b^iO«OCSCCTj<COC^Ot*00"S*^"^COOC30aCOO'05CQOl— (OC^a0':O 

>t-00O'C^C0-^':C*-^OC0C5000iCi00OO-^C^rHC000'^00OC5'OiO-^''^<^-HC0C^»rtC0C0 

"~     """      """     "     -       bcCC^C^iTi-^OO'O^HrHC^t-'tt'OOt^t-t-.tOf-HCST— (0>-<#"^COCO"^COooCO 

3oooot^c^'^coioO'^cS"<^'— (co;:socq.3a  »o^  ^cooscocot-cO'-HiOMTji 
T-^  oi  ^bTccTo  cvTocf  co~Oi  t^oo'co'-'ii  1— ( ■^?o'«o  o  cT-^cTc^  t-^c*rc&  co^irTc^ 

i(Me<»l>.N         CS  1-1         «0         CO  1-1  iH         IH  00         rH         C^  CS  rH  i-l  CO  r-1  pH  i^         i* 


doo  e<»c«s< 

to  IM  -^  OO  < 


OOtO'^CqcDOOOOS-l' 


■^'WcDO^c^o-o^Kooooeo-*M'*-^e^«2<:oc^(N^csc5'^c<!C^ciOQO<^o«otO'©cs500ooco'W 
oe^i«oi-*e^o050-*OTi<oioo<oo5ooaoc»>oci>ocoot~t-t-oe^oo-5i<coi— iiOiTi'^'^  —  —  ^ 
osf— <c^asiO(3scO'^cso50D"^cooo>ooc'oaocooi^3icO'Ocoiococ3aaCT)^-o»Oit>»-^ 

*O^^Oi0005U^OiCO»OOT— •'— 'CO)— (I— tiOT}l»0-^CO'«J(^OCO^^iOr— tTJIiOr- (^COt^LOCOLO 


ri-Tcvfco'TJ'oroo"     CO  i-T'h'co  r-i'TsTescs" 


oe^oo-5i<coi— iiOiTit-oocsioo 

_^'»  ^  Oi  t-  -^ 

i-Toi  r-Tcf      co'e^'r-Tirf  ^r-Tco"'^      t-T 


O  O  ^n      •  rH  O  CI         CO  CO  "»  O  O  CO 


•O  t-  t-     .  I— I  >—  «o 


CO  CO  lo  »o  O  C^l 


MMr-ICOCOCOTllTjiNi— ICO 


(  ■>*  CO  "3  ff<  C^  CO 


iMOOCOCOCOCOi-HCOCSCO-^C^iOCS-^COC^Ol— I 


0000       oioo       »Oi— i-iaiioi— ico<M«ot-rHOococotoc^c^coco>a«oco      a>-^rHrH5o-<ji->3it_,o^dj 
tOiOCOTt(-^'«lit--t~  CO  CO  cococqt^ir5o6'*eO'Oc4oococo'W<-*Oi-*c^'Oo6-^aocst^cocot-^cot.Ic<5 


cou50»oa^H-^coe^a5GO"3«ot-t--^oococooaoi-*ooc»«oooo«ocococ»t-i35r-ico<oaO'^T*Qneo 

•^r—'<l<OOb-OC<5'*CDt-I-(OOOOC»>0«OCOt-CO>«t-irjOOISOJaD'00000-3'00':003CSM!3SOOOt-Cs| 


■O»O»COC^CO^OS00 

•  t-osoaoqcooeot- 

HC<lC^05COC<i-tTC^CCC^      'CXias 

c<ri-rco^eo"ort-rco"T}r5o"  ;  i-Tt-^io^i-r-* 


—  rHCO^OGOb-i— Ir-IOO- 


CD  O  00  b-  «0 
,-;_r-^Tl^CO  O  =  CO  CO  CO  i-l^^-O^^^rt  O  S  M  ^  S 

i-i  os~   i-T   ■^c4"rt"c»f  t-rr-i"co"c^~,-rc<r 


•<3'rHCOt^CS«Or-loOaOff^OOC:30CO-*COI>.-q(t-t-t,,-l03SCOC^Oi050COcOu~,ccSSt^S25 

t~rtCOcoocst-ccooicc^cob-ooou^-^c<i-Hsjoococca3co£-=SJo?3-^SnnSSS?2S 
=1"„'~  ^„«^_==t- •>-_'>■„■«„ '^1 '"„•-;, -t=i'=^„'-l<^.«  =  =  ^  =  ooe^ooco5coSSS?SSSc^2SS§o 
; ,-,  CO  ^  CO  o  34  o  o,co  ==^5;g^'oco^cog  ocd  co  o"  nrcx5"co  «D"o''co''oo''c3ro"co''i-'"^-^-  ^-^-  o" 


n  >*'j  "-J  T1  ^-^  tij.';tj  t^J  "-J  •**•  "aj  "^r  ck/  ^'•J  ^^  UJ  CT3  ^^  CD  CD  I 
I-l<MlMrHi-IC5r-ieSC0COC^  C<Ii-l  COr-lCOi-ll 


o  a 


bO 


5>  . 


!  o  S  =? 


^  ©  0)   S  !»i" 


(».  •  §t; 

f-c     •  2   <0 

a  i^  a  a 

O  M  o 
o  o 


•5 -35  >. 


— it.Mca<u    •     •=*:3. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATE  STATEMENT. 
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►J 
pa 

r» 

XJl 

I— I 
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>^ 

R 

w 
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w 

I— ( 
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Fuel  and  contingencies. . , 


Cost  of  instruction 


Expense  for  school  houses, 


Received  from  collectors.. 


How  many  mills  on  dollar 
levied  for  buil'g  purposes 

How  many  mills  on  dollar 
levied  for  school  purposes 


Tax  levied. 


CO  ur5  c^  ^  , — ^  CO  t--  l>-  CO 
COr— lt~t>.C^iOC5CCiJ^ 
CC  O  lii  eC  t-  Oi  TT  CO  lO 


«ocic^iriu^^occ^H 

OS  C^  Oi  CO  C^  t—  ^  CO  o 


.    »■«    V4./   ..^    t^^   -ryt    T— I    -.X   UU    C^    G^    C~*    ■ 


>-^T— (-^^OOt^Mt— T^tOiOOiCOCs|COt^<:CCO*OOCt*<OtO 
ib-005CqcooO"^i— iO«0C0t»0»lr-C0i0O00(NcCC5C0 

^c00500COOOOi*^(-^"^0<:0<)00>Our5CCCOtD^<Ot^ 
OO^r—  t^CO^^CO-^^--11iOr-^COO*C<ja0^r-<rrC^OiCO 
OO  l--^Oi  r-^CS  -^  ^C^^^-0-^^r5^-^H-HC^CO■^  "*,'~;.'^'^ 

roo»(?^iot*oc3coco  co^ccTc^Tt^co  ccTc-f  ■'^^  ^cc  o  ^i^  "^ 

>^«OeOC^i-HCSt~t^«0«OOS-<^»Ot^OirtHOcDCOrJiOCO"^OS"^25 

■<  T-(  cq  cq  (rq  I— I  es  (M  eo  •*  ■*  ■«  •^  "*  5^ '^ 

— 4^(M^ocoaoooco 

COrHCOOOC^"^^CO 
OacoC-qo05CCTt*t:^b^ 


CO  e-q  , 


;M  rt  i-H  rH  i-Hi 


COCOCCCOCCii^CCCO 

CO  >o  i«  o 


CS  b-  05 

iO  CO  't  -* 


CO  CO  CD  00  O'  C^  Til  ( 
»o  C^  00  t^  CO  C^  O  J 


.  to  e^  ■^  c^  "O  >o  t-  < 


>  a>  oi  t-  CO  CO  t^  t*  i 


C^CSOOCOCOCOCOriicocO'^' 


■TJIOO^C^GOCOi— t^^^ 
't>.(McOCOh^Osc^'^: 
)CCC^t^CJiCO'— 'C^'^" 
>rH"^COr-^CO.— ICOOO> 


)  t^  CO 

'  CO  -^ 

;-*  5o 


CO  oo  to  t^ 
lO  aJ  irT  o 


lurSt^OOSOr— "■^«CC0O><wOi— iOSO> 


<  M  C^  (M  M  ^  ,w 


State  appropriations  paid, 


.i0i0050iCD00OOOT}iG0*«t*OC<)C0rHC^^i— '*0 

;<^C5*^COO'0>OOOCOb^05iCCOCO'^CO<OOl'^0 

^" ""':CCcO^OCfiODu-iCO 

>act^oc^coco'Oco 


I  O  1-^  t 

>  to  ^  < 


:  CC  CO  CO  CO  ■*  05  C5 


I  es  es  es  M  cq  . 


C^^C^J.— (,— (tOCOCCcC^OCfiODu-iCOC<|.5}<- 

t-^'O  cq^-s^r-  -   — ■    — 

b-  CO  Oi  00  ( 


)^o  00  i>.  e— 

"co  oTtzS  i-T 

)  O  o  — 1  1-1 
<  r-l  M  N  M 


Av'ge  cost  of  teauhiiig  each 
Scholar  per  month 


Average  No.in  each  school  |    :  5 

Average  number  of  scholars 
attending'  school 


Whole  number  of  scholars. 


!    Tjl5< 


■Tf^in^;"*'''"'^'^'^*^' 


CO  CO 

.    -     —  —  .  -  . .    _._,,., -  .  _-  ,  t-  o 

-^CSiACO.--— ^OiOOcOOi— IOC0Ot--»*r}4t*L0CiO«0'^C0 


>  cs  o  ^  —  cq 

l^iO  O  lO  lO  »o 

3^i>."%- rc<)  CO  eq 

i  00  CO  io  CO  e^ 


T-H  O   -H  t~  I    .  __     _ 

CCCOOOCOt^COOOTOOi 


■^^ocococooiioc^cqoQioi 

OiOOcOOi— IOC__^ 
CC  G>_t-  -^-^  00  05  CD  r-<  ( 

—Too  oo  t-.^or— ^o  leT- 


Average  salaries  of  female 
teachers  per  month 


Average  salaries   of  male 
teachers  per  month 


■■_  CO_  t- Oi^< 


COOOt~aOOO<>>OOCCOOI>»(MCOCOOOMiOC 


I  00  •«  Cq  OS  • 

*  t*  lO  Ci  o  « 

>  t^  lO  CO  O  1 

>  o -.^^  ocToi  < 


IC^C^CSICOCOCOCOCO- 


CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 
>— '  03  lA  b™  Oi 
lO  CD  CO  CO  0> 
C9  CD  t-  O  -^ 

__  irT  urj'co^ifl'* 

ic^-a<-.oir-ooc5  —  CO 

)  lO  ^  ^  tA  lO  *0  CO  CO 


SOS^COCOtOCOCO^^CDC-^CSiCC^Mrj.— ^COCO^'Oi'O'OClO— '^H»ACO 
it^COC'C-^i— ('O'^-crOaC^C^CO^^C^-^OOCXOCCOC^t^rHt^kOO 

J-^-^C^NrHrHi— iOGJC»'O^OO<O-^<Me^rf<ir5C0t-b-C0Cac000 


•^01>0050ii— IOOTl<o6t~05COt-t-006''iinr-l0505C5iOCD^OOi— (-^ 

coooc»coeoos>oiocO"*cot-co-^iMrHt-e'qcoc^c^ocscoe^cDooos 

^COCOOiOiOOCOt-CDCOcDCDt^t*t^OOOOaiOC^CO*^-rJ<-^'^>rtCOCO 
~r^i— irii— Ir-li— II— Ir-it— li-Hi— ir-,— (r-.t-<i— (1— (C<IC^IMC^e^C^CSMe^lCq 


I   00  ■*  —  -T  CO  CO  CO  • 


Whole  number  of  teachers 


iiOf— iCO-^CDOI-^OSCOOt^COt^rliaOOOCOb^GiC^ 
i-:i.(.'.JCW^i3auC»Oi00C0CDt.-O5»i^CSC^r-!COCD'^iOl-^C^«O'SOiG0'^ 
>  00^0  CDc0O'^u^t0O>'*CDO<^0»0at*<M3$T— (CO-*O0CJ.^<MCO-^ 
!  ■^lO  rar-^'cd^t-rtsTtTocToO  OOoi  00  •--r-^'"r-rrH'c<fcf  M  c4  CO  CO  "ai''^''^ 


Time  schools  were  open. , 


ijco        O000O0t-O>'*'«        i-((M^cDi-ie^  M        rHi-<000=>M005 

a -  =  =  -::  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  ::  =  =  =  ::  =  =  =  =  =  -  =  =  -  =  - 


_      _    _   _,  CS  05  <;o  -^  CD 


Whole  number  of  schools. 


t*Ci^O;3i^-*i-Hi— '»— ii— •OStD'OCCCXlC^OCOCC^O'— '^■:C  ^C^  TT  >0  OS  O*  -H 


Number  of  districts  paid.. 


fffrOC=>t>.l^U!>'0»O0ia0c0'^*0i'XfC<OC0O r-<  —  o 

COt^GOOOOOOOOTOiOiO'C^C'rHMC^CCCO^sr     •     "     •     •     "      't^t— t- 


Whole  number  of  districts. 


rear.. 


t^-^-1--ccocrlCsicoo5C^^ai^ftO»<=>'^^-3icC'— 'lAiAot-CTii^ocoao^" 


O  00  <S  00  »^  lO  I 


^co^-cC'C^-*'Co-^coc»alO^S'^■--"l 


.  O  »n  «0  CO  w  c^ 


Oi0>'00'000r-<r-i.— lr-iC^C^CCCOOi7'CV5TtiOT*H-^COcO^-b-t"t-X'00 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOGOOOCCCOCOCOOOOOCOCOGOCOCOOOOOCOaO 
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Summary  of  Schools,  Teachers,  Scholars,  Controllers  and  Directors. 


Under  Controllers 

First  Section.. 

Second do.. .. 

Third do 

Fourth do.... 

Fifth do 

Sixth do 

Seventh do.... 

Eighth do.... 

Ninth do.... 

Tenth do.... 

Eleventh do.... 

Twelfth do 

Thirteenth do j..;  2 

Fourteenth do i..,  4 


Fifteenth do 

Sixteenth do 

Seventeenth do 

Eighteentti do 

Nineteenth do 

Twentieth do 

Twenty -first.. .....do 

Twenty-second  . .  .do 

Twenty  third do 

Twenty-fourth  ...do 

Twenty-fifth do 


2 

•  2 

.  2 

,.  2 

.!  2 

.  2 

..I  5 

,.  3 

,.!  4 

,.!  2 

.;       3 

2  58 


66   181 


13 


50    357 


TEACHERS. 


82 


10 
66 
39 
65 
36 
36 
30 
46 
28 
36 
52 
42 
35 
37 
65 
69 
46 
46 
62 
65 
52 
37 
27 
33 
64 
29 


1,112 


652 
2,173 
1,273 
1,384 
1,104 
1,156 

712 
1,290 

935 
1,007 
1,304 
1,211 
1,105 
1,006 
1,666 
2,133 
1,290 
1,415 
1,729 
1,723 
1,564 
1,509 
1,078 
1,437 
1,729 
1,058 


1,194  134,648 


330 
2,154 
1,159 
1,836 
1,067 
1,098 

984 
1,352 

637 
1,014 
1,712 
1,204 
1,016 
1,095 
1,515 
2,005 
1,344 
1,296 
1,859 
1,626 
1,590 
1,480 

999 
1,245 
1,669 
1,020 


857 
4,327 
2,437 
3,220 
2,171 
2,254 
1,696 
2,642 
1,572 
2,021 
3,016 
2,415 
2,121 
2,101 
3,181 
4,1.38 
2,634 
2,711 
3,588 
3,349 
3,164 
2,989 
2,077 
2,682 
3,398 
2,078 


34,306    68,954  1251333 
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UNPAID  DISTRICTS. 


DISTRICTS  UNPAID, 


Because  they  had  no  Schools  in  operation  in  1863. 


Beaver  county,  Darlington  bor. . . .  $28  40 

Fulton,  Taylor 78  00 

Greene,  Gilmore 69  60 

Do.... Marion 122  40 

Do....Springhill 99  20 


Indiana  county,  Barnett $36  00 

Lancaster,  Cocalico,  West 226  00 

Venango,  Fetterman,  (Ind.) 8  80 

Clinton,  Keating 34  00 


DISTRICTS  UNPAID, 
But  supposed  to  be  entitled  to  the  appropriation  for  1862. 


Armstrong  county,  Hovey,  (Ind.)..    $21  60  i  Luzerne  county,  Denison. 
Elk,  Benezette 30  80  |     


$66  80 


DISTRICTS  UNPAID, 

But  supposed  to  be  entitled  to  the  appropriation  for  1863. 


Blair  county.  Gay  sport $84  80 

Cameron,  Grove 38  00 

Carbon,  Lausanne 164  40 

Centre,  Benner 72  40 

Chester,  Newlin 62  00 

Clarion,  Franklin,  (Ind.) 8  80 

Do... Richland 73  60 

Do... Salem 79  20 

Columbia,  Montour 54  40 

Crawford,  Britton  Run,  (Ind.) 17  60 

Do....Titusville 44  80 

Do Venango  borough 41  60 

Elk,  Highland 2  40 

Indiana,  Wheatfield 120  40 

Lehigh,  Lowhill 92  00 


Luzerne  county,  Hollenback. 

Lycoming,  Piatt 

M'Kean,  Liberty 

Mercer,  Sharon 

Pike,  Lehman 

Do..Milfbrd 

Somerset,  Elk  Lick 

Susquehanna,  Dimock 

Tioga,  Shippen 

Do... Tioga  township 

Wayne,  Canaan,  South 


.  $96  40 

.  41  60 

.  64  00 

.  90  80 
68  00 

.  62  40 

.  99  60 

.  110  00 

.  21  60 

.  117  60 

.  116  80 

1,845  20 


DISTRICTS  UNPAID, 


^Ttd  whose  State  appropriation  has  been  forfeited  by  having  no  schools  at  all,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  system,  or  for  many  years. 


Beaver  county.  Harmony 

Bedford,  Southampton 

Berks,  District 

Indiana,  Cherfy  Tree  bor 

M'Kean,  Wetmore 

Northumberland,  Cameron 

Do Jackson 

Do Jordan 

Do Mahanoy,  Upper, 

Do Mahanoy,  Lower, 

Do Mahanoy,  Little.. 

Do Washington 

Schuyllkill,  Brunswick,  West 


$45  20  1 

135 

60 

67 

60 

24 

40 

4  80 

40  80 

71 

60 

98 

00 

93 

20 

160 

00 

30  40  1 

78 

00 

56  40  1 

Schuylkillco.,Mahantango,  Upper,  $55  60 

Do North,  (Ind.) 28  00 

Do West  Penn 218  80 

Somerset,  Conemaugh 88  40 

Sullivan,  Shrewsbury 27  20 

Westmoreland,  Ligonier  bor 40  80 

Wyoming,  Falls 73  60 

Do Lemon 38  80 

Do Overfield 30  40 

Do Tunkhannock 66  80 

Do Washington- 59  60 

York,  Manheim 119  60 
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STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL.— SeconcZ  District. 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF   THE   STATE   NORMAL  SCHOOL   OP   THE   SECOND  DISTRICT, 
FOR  THE   YEAR   ENDING   OCTOBER   1,  1863, 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir  : — In  compliance  with  the  act  of  Assembly,  I  have  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  State  Normal  school  of  the  Second 
district,  for  the  Normal  school  year  ending  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1863: 

Cost. — The  original  cost  of  the  Normal  school  grounds,  buildings,  furniture, 
and  apparatus,  was  $60,000.  About  $2,000  have  been  since  ex- 
pended, making  the  whole  cost  $62,000. 

Debt. — The  debt  consists  of  a  judgment  on  the  property  to  secure  bonds  to 
the  amount  of  $16,000.  The  issue  of  stock  amounts  to  $27,050, 
on  which  no  dividends  have  ever  been  declared. 

Income. — The  amount  received  from  students  for  tuition  during  the  past 
year,  was  $6,088  77;  the  amount  received  from  steward,  for  rent, 
$1,825  00;  the  amount  received  from  the  sale  and  rent  of  books, 
and  from  various  miscellaneous  sources,  $382  84;  the  amount  re- 
ceived from  the  State,  $5,000  00 ;  and  the  amount  of  cash  on  hand 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  $1,784  24.  Total  amount 
$15,080  85. 

Expenditures. — Paid  to  the  faculty  of  the  school,  $4,823  79  ;  paid  to  other 
officers,  $50  00 ;  paid  for  repairs  to  buildings,  work  on  grounds, 
and  additions  to  furniture  and  apparatus,  $464  96 ;  paid  interest 
on  debt,  $1,130  00;  paid  temporary  loan,  $6,635  00;  paid  for 
books,  taxes,  insurance,  &c.,  $1,773  15.     Total,  $14,876  90. 

Instructors. — The  number  of  professors  and  teachers  engaged  in  the  school 
was  thirteen — seven  male,  and  six  female. 

Students. — The  whole  number  of  students  registered  during  the  year,  was 
582,  of  whom  108  attended  the  Model  school.  Four  hundred  and 
sixteen  (416)  students  attended  the  school  during  the  summer  term, 
which  was  the  largest  number  attending  the  school  during  one  term 
since  its  organization.  During  the  past  year,  there  were  students 
from  thirty  counties  in  Pennsylvania,  and  from  ten  different  States. 

GrRADUATES. — In  consequence  of  the  rebel  invasion  of  the  State,  the  schoo[ 
closed  ten  weeks  before  the  usual  time  for  commencement,  and  the 
classes  that  were  making  preparation  to  graduate  could  not  do  so. 
Their  formal  graduation  will  probably  take  place  the  coming  year. 

Course  of  Study. — The  course  of  study  remains  the  same  as  stated  in  our 
previous  reports. 

Students  on  District  Account. — No  students  on  district  account  have  ever 
entered  the  school. 

Cost  of  Instruction. — No  change  has  been  made  in  the  cost  of  instruction 
since  the  date  of  the  last  report.  The  income  of  the  school  can 
scarcely  be  made  to  meet  its  expenditures  at  the  present  rates. 
When  reduced,  it  must  be  done  by  State  aid. 
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Wants. — "We  greatly  need  additional  philosophical  apparatus,  and  a  richer 
cabinet.  Rooms  for  a  gymnasium,  and  larger  rooms  for  the  libra- 
ries must  soon  be  provided.  Some  defects  in  lighting  and  heating 
the  buildings  ought  to  be  remedied. 

In  concluding  this  report  it  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  this  institution 
continues  its  career  of  prosperity.  The  sound  of  the  enemy's  cannon  within 
a  few  miles  of  it,  may  inteiTupt  its  peaceful  .studies,  hundreds  of  its  students 
may  enter  our  armies,  and  many  of  them  may  die  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, but  still  our  Normal  halls  are  as  much  thronged  as  in  the  days  when 
peace  reigned  throughout  the  land.  This  success  pi^oves  the  wisdom  of  the 
founders  of  the  Pennsylvania  Normal  school  system. 

The  great  end  of  a  Normal  school  is  to  train  teachers.  '  In  accomplishing 
this  end,  facts  prove  that  this  school  has  been  successful.  Teachers  who- 
have  attended  school  here  are  in  demand  almost  everywhere  throughout  the 
State.  The  most  prominent  schools  in  a  large  number  of  counties  are  taught 
by  our  graduates.  Large  schools  in  six  or  seven  county  towns  were  thus 
supplied  with  teachers  the  present  fall,  and  the  demand  is  greater  than  the 
supply. 

Our  Model  school,  about  which  so  much  solicitude  was  at  first  felt,  does 
its  work  well.  It  could  not  be  disjjensed  with  without  great  loss.  The  plan 
of  its  organization  produces  the  following  results  : 

1.  The  pupils  are  wholly  under  the  control  of  the  Normal  school  au- 
thorities. 

2.  The  school  is  managed  by  an  experienced  Superintendent,  and  the 
pupils  are  taught  by  a  class  of  student-teachers,  who  are  considered  well 
qualified  in  the  branches  they  are  to  teach,  and  in  the  theory  of  teaching, 
before  they  are  permitted  to  become  teachers. 

3.  Each  class  of  Model  school  teachers  has  charge  of  the  Model  school 
for  one  term. 

4.  The  programmes  of  recitation  in  the  Normal  and  Model  schools  are  so 
arranged,  that  no  class  is  crippled  by  the  absence  of  some  of  its  members, 
and  no  student-teacher  need  lose  a  lesson. 

5.  The  student-teacher's  class  has  the  advantage  of  the  advice  and  criti- 
cism of  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  school,  who  visits  their  classes  while 
reciting,  at  stated  times  twice  a  week. 

JACOB  K.  SHENK, 
Preset  Board  of  Trustees  pro  tern. 
MiLLERSviLLE,  Sept.  24,  1863. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  sixth  day  of  October,  1863. 

CHARLES  DENUES,  J.  P. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL.— Ffth  District.' 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir: — I  hereby  present  to  you  a  report  of  the  State  Normal  school  of  the 
Fifth  district,  (which  school  is  located  in  Mansfield,  Tioga  county.)  We  can- 
not make  up  a  full  annual  report,  as  the  school  did  not  commence  under  the 
requirements  of  the  Normal  School  law,  until  the  second  of  September  of 
this  year.  Although  the  Mansfield  Classical  seminary  was  accepted  in  De- 
cember, 1S62,  yet  the  uncertainty  of  receiving  an  appropriation  from  the 
State,  prevented  us  from  going  into  active  operation,  as  there  were  certain 
judgments  threatening  a  sale  of  the  buildings,  which  we  were  not  sure  of 
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averting,  until  the  r  ;eipt  of  said  appropriation,  which  did  not  occur  until 
June  of  this  year. 

We,  however,  opeiu'd  the  institution  for  a  spring  term,  in  order  to  accom- 
modate such  as  wish'd  to  attend,  hnt  deferring  the  opening  of  the  Normal 
school  proper,  until  tiie  second  of  September. 

The  school  is  now  ;n  active  operation,  with  a  corps  of  teachers  who  give 
general  satisfaction,  md  is  well  attended,  of  which  I  will  give  a  statement 
in  another  portion  oi'  this  report. 

Income  and  Expendtturrs. — Of  this  we  can  make  no  report  this  year,  on 
account  of  having  so  recently  commenced. 

Debt. — The  debt  coiisists  of  judgments  on  the  property,  to  the  amount  of 
§6,500,  with  interest,  increasing  at  six  per  cent.  ;  the  original  stock 
amounting  bO  1 18, 000,  on  which  no  dividend  has  ever  been  de- 
clared. 

Appropriations. — When  the  school  was  accepted  by  the  State,  the  debt 
was  about  ^3 1 1,000.  The  State,  at  the  last  sitting  of  its  Legisla- 
ture, appro])riated  .$.5,000  ;  four  thousand  seven  hundred  of  which 
was  paid  t'  liquidate  its  indebtedness,  and  three  hundred  dollars 
reserved  foi'  insuring  the  building  and  incidental  expenses. 

Cost. — The  whole  C(.st  of  the  Normal  school  grounds,  (embrcing  ten  acres,) 
buildings,  hirniture,  &c.,  was  §25,000. 

Instructors. — The  whole  number  of  professors  and  teachers  engaged  in  the 
school,  are  eight — three  male  and  five  female. 

Students. — There  h.'ve  been  registered,  this  its  first  term,  two  hundred  and 
seventy  students,  eighty  of  whom  have* attended  the  Model  school, 
and  forty-live  more  are  about  to  enter  it  from  a  school  district  iu 
the  township,  which  will  make  a  total  of  three  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Students  on  District  Account. — No  students  on  district  account  have  yet 
entered  the  school. 

Terms. — We  have  arranged  for  three  terms  in  a  year,  to  consist  of  thirteen 
weeks  each. 

Wants. — We  have  a  library  of  about  eight  hundred  books,  but  we  very 
much  need  a  large  addition  of  scientific  and  historical  works.  We 
have  no  apparatus  for  any  purpose^,  and  no  cabinet.  Our  grounds 
are  not  fenced ;  we  have  no  gymnasium  nor  appropriate  appara- 
tus ;  the  grounds  are  not  yet  laid  out  nor  planted  Avith  trees,  and 
no  barn  or  other  suitable  out  buildings  have  been  erected. 

Remarks. — The  amount  of  our  indebtedness  would  appear  not  to  be  very 
great,  but  when  we  couple  with  it  the  "  wants"  above  enumerated, 
and  the  necessity  of  speedily  satisfying  some  of  the  judgments  now 
threatening  us,  it  is  apparent  that  another  appropriation  by  the  next 
Legislature  is  very  much  needed,  (at  least  to  the  amount  granted  last 
year.)  The  inhabitants  of  this  portion  of  the  State  are  all  anxious 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  institution,  and  as  there  is  no  other  school 
near  this  locality,  of  a  like  grade,  it  seems  right  that  the  State 
should  turn  its  attention  to  the  moral  and  educational  wants  of 
this  region,  which  is  fast  improving  and  increasing  in  population. 
We  have  shown  by  this  report,  that  the  people  are  ready  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantages  of  this  institution,  by  the  number 
already  sent,  in  this,  its  fir.st  term,  and  if  enabled  to  complete  it,  in 
all  that  is  desirable,  we  may  expect  a  still  greater  patronage  and  a 
still  greater  efficiency  in  the  teaching  of  our  common  schools. 

W.  C.  RIPLEY,  President 
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Mansfield,  Tioga  county,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  above  named  William  C.  Ripley,  who 
being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  within  report  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge. 

W.  C  RIPLEY,  President. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  24th  day  of  October  A.  D.  1863. 

T.  WILLIAM  ADAMS,  J.  P. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCKOOl,.— Twelfth  District. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  NORTH-WESTERN  STATE  NORMAL   SCHOOL,  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING   SEPTEMBER    1,    1863. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 

Sir  : — I  hereby  present  to  you,  the  annual  report  of  the  State  Normal 
school  of  the  Twelfth  district,  as  required  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  for  the 
Normal  school  year  ending  on  the  first  day  of  September,  1863. 

Cost. — The  whole  cost  of  the  Normal  school  grounds,  buildings,  furniture, 
apparatus,  library  and  repairs,  as  presented  by  the  report  of  last 
year,  was  $26,619  62.  The  amount  expended  during  the  past  year 
in  repairs  and  additions  to  buildings,  work  and  improvements  of 
grounds,  additions  to  furniture,  apparatus  and  library,  is  $980  03. 
Total  $27,599  65. 

Income. — Amount  received  from  students  for  tuition $1,272  49 

Do do steward  for  rent 189  38 

Do do directors  on  acc't  model  school,        462  00 


1,923  87 


Expenditures.— Paid  to  faculty $2,814  87 

For  addition  to  buildings 300  00 

Improvement  of  grounds 239  26 

Addition  to  library •. 74  88 

Addition  to  furniture  235  89 

Repairs 130  00 

3,794  90 

Instructors. — There  were  six  permanent  instructors,  four  male  and  two 
female. 

Students. — The  whole  number  of  students  registered  during  the  year,  exclu- 
sive of  the  Model  school,  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-two,  of  whom 
one  hundred  and  nine  were  ladies  and  eighty -three  gentlemen. 

Graduates. — In  July  last,  one  student  graduated  in  the  scientific  course, 
and  three  in  the  elementary  course. 

For  the  present  condition  of  the  school  you  are  referred  to  the  report  of 
the  Principal,  which  accompanies  and  is  presented  as  a  portion  of  this  re- 
port. W.  J.  PATTERSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1863,  before 

JOHN  W.  CAMPBELL,  J.  P. 
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REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  North-  Western  State  Normal  School  for 

the  Twelfth  District. 

Gentlemen  : — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  present  you 
a  report  of  the  present  condition,  necessities  and  prospects  of  the  institu- 
tion under  your  care. 

The  design  of  Normal  schools,  is  to  provide  public  schools  with  properly 
qualified  teachers.  To  be  successful,  a  teacher  must  understand  the  branches 
which  he  teaches,  must  have  a  good  knowledge  of  human  nature,  including 
the  laws  of  thought  and  the  order  in  which  the  faculties  are  developed,  and 
must  be  familiar  with  the  best  methods  of  organizing,  disciplining  and 
teaching  a  school. 

The  first  requisite,  and  perhaps  the  second,  may  be  obtained  at  any  good 
school,  but  the  last  can  only  be  learned  by  observation  and  study  in  the 
school  room.  The  Normal  school  is  the  proper  place  to  acquire  this.  Far 
more  professional  skill  may  be  gained  in  a  few  terms  at  a  rightly  conducted 
Normal  school,  than  by  years  of  toil  and  labor  alone. 

The  true  end,  then,  of  our  institution,  is  not  simply  to  teach  reading  and 
spelling,  but  to  make  our  pupils  familiar  with  the  object,  motives,  means 
and  methods  of  teaching,  to  inspire  them  with  high  and  holy  views  of  their 
profession,  and,  in  short,  to  fit  them  to  train  up  the  future  citizen. 

Necessity  of  such  Schools. — It  is  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of  leading 
school  officers  throughout  our  land,  "that  we  must  have  better 
teachers."  Nothing  but  better  teachers  can  elevate  our  common 
schools.  All  the  other  agencies  for  improving  teachers  have  failed 
to  furnish  a  sufficient  number  properly  qualified  for  their  work. 
Wherever  Normal  schools  have  been  fairly  tried,  they  have  mere 
than  met  the  anticipations  of  their  supporters. 

Number  of  Students. — Our  annual  catalogue  just  issued,  contains  the  names 
of  two  hundred  and  ninety  pupils.  This  is  nearly  three  times  the 
number  on  the  previous  catalogue.  A  majoi'ity  of  these  reside  in 
the  Twelfth  Normal  district,  but  some  are  from  other'districts,  from 
other  States,  and  from  Canada. 

Studies. — While  our  course  of  study  has  not  been  changed,  we  have  de- 
voted more  time  than  usual  to  the  common  branches.  Spelling, 
reading  and  writing  have  received  greater  attention.  Students 
are  not  permitted  to  neglect  these  for  the  so-called  higher  branches. 
Vocal  music  and  drawing  are  ranked  among  the  common  English 
branches,  and  no  extra  charge  is  made  for  them.  The  classes  in 
these  studies  are  greatly  interested,  and  have  made  marked  pro- 
gress. 

Discipline. — The  general  order  of  the  school  is  good.  Our  students  are 
desirous  of  conforming  to  wholesome  regulations,  and  are  studious 
and  attentive.  A  few  find  our  retraints  rather  irksome,  and  one 
we  have  been  compelled  to  remove,  for  neglect  of  study  and  dis- 
regard of  law.  Our  students  are  required,  in  all  cases,  to  observe 
the  regulations. 

Methods  of  Teaching. — Students  are  required  to  prepare  their  lessons  from 
the  text-book  and  recite  the  same.  The  topic  method  of  recitation 
is  generally  used,  as  it  tends  to  greater  independence  on  the  part 
of  the  pupil.  Every  subject  is  illustrated  by  objects,  experiments, 
or  drawings  on  the  black-board.  Still,  the  recitations  are  not  al- 
lowed to  degenerate  into  mere  drills.  The  teachers  make  daily 
preparation  for  their  classes,  and  the  students  are  allowed  to  criti- 
cise each  other  freely.     Reviews  are  frequent. 
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Model  School. — This  is  now  in  admirable  condition.  Everj  exercise  moves 
off  with  the  precision  of  a  military  drill.  During  the  term,  a  full  set 
of  Object  Teaching  apparatus  has  been  provided,  and  daily  lessons 
on  objects  been  given.  These  lessons  have  been  witnessed  by  the 
members  of  the  teachers'  class,  and  by  the  visitors  whom  the  fame 
of  the  school  has  attracted  to  witness  its  operations.  The  pupil 
teachers  who  are  prepared,  and  have  time  for  practice,  are  allowed 
to  teach  one  class  a  day  in  the  Model  school.  I  believe  the  school 
gives  universal  satisfaction  to  all  the  pupils,  teachers  and  patrons. 
The  number  of  pupils  entered  in  this  department,  for  the  term,  is 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Public  Sextimext. — Our  school,  like  most  other  useful  institutions,  met 
with  much  opposition  at  first,  but  its  opponents  have  gradually 
become  its  friends — its  present  enemies  are  few  in  number.  To 
the  department  at  Harrisburg,  the  county  superintendents  of  the 
district,  and  the  press  generally,  we  are  indebted  for  many  favors. 

School  Directors. — Four  boards,  to  wit :  Cussewago  and  Richmond,  of 
Crawford  county,  and  Girard  and  Edinboro',  of  Erie  county,  have 
voted  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  send  us  a  stu- 
dent on  district  account.  Other  boards  are  purposing  to  send  us 
scholars,  yet  the  majority  of  directors  decline  to  do  it.  The  rea- 
sons they  give  are, 

First — Teachers  do  not  wish  to  come  on  district  account. 

Second — The  board  would  give  offence  by  selecting  one  applicant,  and 
rejecting  others. 

Third — It  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  district. 

In  answer  to  these  objections,  I  would  say,  there  were  in  Girard 
district,  fifteen  applicants  for  the  appointment.  This  proves  that 
it  will  not  be  difficult  to  induce  students  to  come.  No  odium  has 
yet  been  brought  upon  any  board  bj^  sending  a  student.  The  law 
specifies  the  manner  in  which  directors  shall  select  the  pupil.  No 
man  need  fear  to  meet  opposition  arising  from  obedience  to  a  just 
law.  By  sending  pupils,  directors  would  encourage  and  reward 
good  teaching.  They  would  sustain  our  State  Normal  school,  an 
institution  designed  to  prepare  teachers  for  their  duties,  and  de- 
manded by  the  condition  of  our  common  schools,  and  they  would 
provide  their  schools  with  a  body  of  properly  qualified  instructors. 

Wants. — Additional  furniture  in  the  balls  ;  blinds  to  the  windows  ;  better 
means  for  heating  and  lighting  the  buildings  ;  further  improvement 
of  the  grounds ;  additions  to  our  library  ;  a  cabinet  of  minerals 
and  a  museum  of  natural  history  ;  a  wood-house,  bakery  and  wash- 
room ;  a  bathing-room  and  sick-room  ;  a  reception  room  in  gentle- 
men's hall. 

Distinguishing  Features. — First  :  Attention  to  Elementary  Branches. 
These  are  greatly  neglected  in  many  schools. 

Second — Moral  Culture :  It  is  the  object  of  the  teachers  to  lead  the 
pupils  to  yield  obedience  to  the  voice  of  reason  and  conscience,  to 
obey  the  strivings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  precepts  of  the  Word 
of  God.  To  this  end,  a  Bible  class  is  held  on  Sunday  morning,  and 
prayer  meetings  during  the  week. 

Third — Physical  Training :  We  have  a  gymnasium  and  a  set  of  appa- 
ratus for  light  gymnastics. 

Fourth — Associates:  Our  pupils  are  young  men  and  women,  anxious 
for  improvement.  They  are  mostly  teachers,  and  as  a  class,  are 
studious  and  orderly. 
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pifth Helps :  We  have  a  superior  library,  a  complete  set  of  apparatus 

for  illustrating  the  sciences,  and  a  reading  room.  Our  grounds 
are  tastefully  laid  out  and  adorned,  and  every  influence  invites  to 
culture  and  tends  to  improvement. 

Sixth Expenses:  Tuition  is  only  twelve  dollars  per  year.     We  ask 

no  extras  for  drawing,  modern  and  ancient  languages,  vocal  music, 
&c.     Boarding  is  only  two  dollars  per  week. 

Seventh — Nature  of  Instruction  :  It  is  given  by  practical  teachers,  and 
designed  to  make  the  students  practical  teachers  also. 

Prospects. We  now  have  double  the  usual  number  of  students.     We  are 

receiving  more  applications  for  admission  than  ever  before.  We 
hav6  facilities  for  boarding,  instruction  and  improvement,  much 
superior  to  any  neighboring  institution,  and  our  charges  are  very 
low,  less  than  any  school  of  equal  grade  in  the  State.  Our  friends 
are  numerous,  warm  and  confident  of  our  continued  prosperity. 
There  seems  to  be  nothing  in  the  way  of  future  success. 

J.   A.   COOPER, 

Principal. 
November  7,  1863. 


282 


STATISTICS  OF  COLLEGES. 


Number  graduated  in  1863. 
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Number  of  Sophomores.. 


Number  of  Freshmen., 


Number  in.  scientific  department.. 


Number  in  preparatory  department. 


<  CC  OD  cc      .  :C  f—  tc 


'::;S8 


r-r-<lNr-iCOr-<r-i>-(C^CC  •!-( 


^r-r-lr-ieCr-lwr-lOq'* 


-*  (M  -f  •*    .    .  X  ei    .  « 


Whole  number  of  students 

Average   length    of   recitations    in 
minutes 

Average  number  classes  taught  by 
each  per  day 


Ntimber  of  Professors  and  Tutors. 


-5<-a'aOr-i-lOtOCCr-l'aCtOCE 


"COOOOOOOOOOOO 


o  o  o  o  o 


•2« 


&:  =  5 


i  g  =  o 


3  i  ^ ^  5  i:  J  -r,  ^  "?  '-"  =f"  *  eS 

5  -  —   •  ■"  —      ^'"s  .'^  J:  "* 


■   3      •      ■  "o     •  O   3  ..  — 


^"T^  5  c  tf 


:    a:  '^  >% 


^  o  s  :=    £-<  <^ 


':lx:-'^'->  ^ 


<« 


+-»-5 »-?  Pi  Pk  +-* 


1<  +-*  l>  *  *  * 


S  fie 


a  s 
sa 


STATISTICS  OF  COLLEGES. 


288 


o 

•    •o oo...r 

oo 

o 

•    •  o o  o 

o  o 

Increa.se  in  endowment  fund,  or  other 

o 

o 

:  ;i  :  :  i  i  i  m 

;  :o"  :  ;  :  :  :  ir^^s 

o  o 

o  t^ 

property  during  year 

o 

•C  CO 
r-'o" 

CI 

■^  l-H 

~o 

O      'O      -OOO      •      -OOO      •      • 

o  o 

o 

O      -O      "OOO      •     -OOO      •     • 

o  o 

ti 

S 

Income  from  invested  fands,  rent.s. 

CO 

o    *o    '<:>oo    '    'oop    '»    I 

O      'O      •QQO      •      -OOO      •      - 

COIM 

CO  as 

o 
u 

&c.,  during  year 

CO 

CC      .O      '0  0  03^    .      -O^I-CO      .      . 

CO  o 

t-'co 

«& 

<N 

:  :  :  :  :88  :  :88 

o  o 

oo 

;      '.      '.      '.      lo  rH      '.      loo 

.-1  o 

Income  from  tuition  during  year. . . 

:  :  :  :  :§g  :  :^g 
;  ;  ;  ;  i^'ef  ;  ;    or 
«» 

C0TI< 

r-Tef 

8  -.8  :888  :  -.88 

Amount  expended  for  building  and 

o    '•<=>    lo  o  o    ■    "o  o 

O  -Ji 

repairs  during  year 

§  :g  :»S§  :  :^J? 

■O  CO 

s 
g 

*  ;-h"  ;          :  : 

(M- 

c 

O      -O     -OOO      •      -OOO      •      • 

o  o 

o 

O      -O      .OOO      .      .OOO      •      • 

o  o 

Cost  of  servants'  hire,  fuel,  print- 

<M 

o     lo    tooo     •     loO'O     '•     '• 

t~IN 

(1< 

ing,  &c 

O      .  O      .  CO  O  ^      .      •  O  O  (M      .      . 

'& 

CO      .^      .dt'-'^      .      .r— ICOO-I      .      . 

•.<M-  :           :  :           :  : 

o" 

~o 

OOO      -OOO      ■      'OOO      .     ■ 

o  o 

>^ 

o 

OOO     -OOO     •     .OOO     .     . 

o  o 

N 

CO 

OOO    looo    '■    looo    I    '• 

coco 

Cost  of  instruction  during  year. . . . 

0f 

a.  i~-_^S    ;  S  S  o    '.    ;  oc  o<i  c-1    ;    '. 
cSiS^  ',  CO  to"io"  :    ;  r^^Sm    '.    ', 

CO  o 
■0< 

""o 

•    •  o    -o    .    ■    •    • o    • 

o  o 

o 

•    •  o    •  o    •    -    •    •  o    . 

o  o 

• 

Amount    expended    for     apparatus 

o 

;  :  o  "  o  •  '  •  •  '.o  ■ 

lO  r-1 

fiq 

w 

during  year 

CO 

CC  IM 

is 

PS 

«& 

n 

"o 

OtO-OOO.-OO 

o  o 

o 

O.O'OOO-.CO           .. 

o  o 

H 

Oi 

o 

o    'o    looo    '.    Ioo        '.    '■ 

o  o 

o 

Ph 

Value  of  apparatus. ..•••••••..•••• 

o 

2  -s  -eeg  ■  -eg-M  •  • 

■<! 

o^ 

O'O.OOCO'.OO            •• 

CO  -^ 

oTcf 

^ 

« 

1 

Number  of  reviews  and  periodicals 

»c 

cq    lt~    la    •    •    •    tiM.I 

O  f-i 

CO 

taken  

(M 

I-H      •             •             

■OrH 

H 

'       !       '','.'. 

8 

OOO    •    •  o    •    •    •  o 

o  o    .    . 

oo 

O 

OOO     •     -O     •     .     -OOO     .     . 

oo 

H 

Number  volumes  added  during  year, 

OOO    '•'•<:>'.'.    looo    '    ■ 

O  lO  O      •      •  O      •      .      •  -T  CO  O      •      . 

>o  o; 

.  "n 

< 

CO 

IQ        (M     .     .  ^     .     .     .             C-l     .     . 

.  1 

BS 

a» 

rt 

1— ^ 

~o 

OOOOOOOO     -OOO     .     . 

o  o 

o 

S 

o 

o 

025  0 
000  0 
000  0 
000  0 
609  0 
300  0 
000  0 
000  0 

SOO  0 
000  0 
900  0 

oo 

f  CO 

o 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library 

c4  CO 

c 

■.jTcTco'o of crr-^-^   !      cq^*""*"  !    ' 

CO  t^ 

^ 

Si 

eq  rH          rH                 r-c             I                           ,      ', 

CO 

o 

. 

OOO      .OOO      .      -OOO      .      • 

"oo 

OOO      .OOO      .      -OOO     •      • 

oo 

o 

Estimated  total  yearly  expense 

$162 
178 
325 

'igo' 

160 
150 

ioo 

200 
120 

00  r^ 

? 

to 

_;« 

~o 

O  O     •  O  >0  ■(>  O     .  lO  irc  o  o     .     . 

~»o"rh 

w 

o 

•Ot^.     .•Ot^Oq*:^     .lr^(MOO     .     . 

t>co 

M 

(5 
Pi 

Cost  of  board  per  week •• . 

n 

oqeq    .Nr-ioqi-i    ^(MNcocq    '.    '. 

^^"^ 

^.t 

h-( 

"S 

H 

(4 

^ 

<l 

OO     -OOOOOOOOO     •     . 

oo    .ooooooooo    .    . 

o  o 

o 

oo 

H 

Cost  of  tuition  per  year 

CO  o    .  -f  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  :o    I    I 

CI  CO 

M 

coco      .d-3^C0'^OC'3^O            .      . 

C.CO 

s 

a 

^ 

' 

£ 

« 

>. 

•^ 

>> 

p 

cd 

"5 

0 

■§ 

k3 

2 

)2 

■4 

'3 

^ 

O 

c; 

•   ■  h 

yi 

_n! 

o 

a 

fH 

.  .  M  ■   : 

>. 

•   •  a 

.2 

g 

o 

(4 

•  -.2.2  o_o   .  .  .  . 
!'  o   ■•••;:   ; 

a 
a 

:  :  a 

.    .  o 

,     .  f/3 

ci 

a 

s 

.  :o  .  ;  :  :  .  t>. . 

iS 

!  :  a 

HJ 

I 

ollego. 
niversi 
liege... 
do 

•S  -^  ^.  2 

a 

o 

'5 

! 

5    ;  2   .   :    ;     -g-S  a  ifaii  ce  5 

y 

to 
a 
-3 

s: 

0 

o  >■ 

t 

°i§|l=i|||l&ilfa 

m 

T*.^ 

4 

JSlStH^HlHlcSfS^^ 

^ 

S:^^ 

284 


ACADEMIES  AND  SEMINARIES. 


SlaUatics  of  Academies 


coraTY. 


1   Bradford... . 

2.  Do 

3.  Bucks 

4.  Do 

0.  Butler 

6.  Chester 

7.  Columbia 

8.  Dauphin.... 
3.  Delaware. . . 

10.  Erie 

11.  Fayette 

12.  Huntingdon. 

13.  Do 

14.  Do 

1.5.  Indiana 

16.  Lancaster. . . 

17.  Lebanon ... . 

18.  Luzerne 

19.  Mifflin 

20.  Montour 

21   Northpton  . 

22.        Do 

2:5.  Northumb'd. 

24:        Do 

2;<.  Perry 

26.  Do 

27.  Snyder 

2S.     ©o 

2?.  Susquehanna 
.JO.  Wasliington. 

31.  Westmorel'd. 

32.  York ' 


LOCATION. 


Camptown 

Towanda 

Hartsville 

Quakertown 

Butler 

West  Chester.. 
Millville 


Middletown. . . . 

Chester 

Erie 

Mt'rrittstown  . . 
Huntingdon  . . . 

Shade  Gap 

Sliirleysburg.. . 
Elder's  Kidge. . 

Litiz 

Lrbanon 

New  Columbu.s, 
Kishacoquillis, 

Oanville 

Bi'thlehcm 

Nazareth 

Ely.sbnrg 

Markleville. .. . 
New  Bloomfield 

Loysville 

Freeburg 

Selinsgrove. . . . 

Harford 

Millsboro' 

Latrobe 

Stewartstown. .; 


NAME  OF 
PRINCIPAL. 


S.  F.  Brown 

Rev.  J.  M'Williams.. 

Mahlon  Long 

A.  R.  Home 

Rev.  J.  S.  Boyd 

Wm.  F.  Wyers 

T.  M.  Potts  and  J.  B. 

Patton,  A.  M 

L.  H.  CroU 

Rev.  Geo.  Hood 

E.  W.  Gale 

D.  Harvey  Sloan 

.T.  A.  M'Candless 

W.  M.  R.  Williamson, 

J.  B.  Kidder 

Alex.  Donaldson 

.lohn  Beck 

MissR.  F.  Ross i 

R.  S.  Bingham 

S.  Z.  Sharp ! 

Wm.  A.Man I 

Francis  Wolle ' 

Edward  H.  Reichel..j 
Rev.  J  F.  Wampole.-I 

G.  W.  Leisher 

Geo.  S.  Rea 

D.  L.  Treshler 

Daniels.  Boyer | 

P.  Born I 

Rev.  L.  Richards ' 

Thos.  .1.  Horner I 

S.  J.  Hayes ' 

Jas.  A.  Murphy... 
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List  of  County  Superintendents  noiv  in  Commission, 


Adams 

Allegheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks  

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria  

Cameron 

Carbon  

Centre... 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

(Jreene 

Huntingdon 

Indiana  

Jefferson.^  ....... 

Juniata 

Lancaster  ........ 

Lawrence 

Lebanon  

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

M'Kean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour 

I<orthampt<  n  ... . 
Northumberland. 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

friillivan 

Susquehanna  .... 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango  

Warren. 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland... 

Wyoming 

Yotk 


Aaron  Sheely 

A.  L.  Douthett 

Robert  W.  Smith  . . . . 

John  I.  Reed 

John  W.  Dicker8on.>. 
John  S.  Ermentrout.. 

J.  G.  Counsman 

Otis  J.  Chubbuck . . . . 

S.  S.  Overholt 

Asa  H.  Waters 

J.  Frank  Condon  .. .. 

F.  J.  Chadwick 

Reuben  F.  Hofiferd. .  • 
Thomas  Holloban. . . . 

W.  W.  Woodruff 

George  S.  Kelly 

Charles  B.  Sandford.. 
John  N.  Welliver.. .. 
Charles  G.  Barkley  . . 

S   R.Thompson 

George  Swartz 

S.  D.  Ingram 

James  W   M'Cracken 

James  Blakeley 

Julius  Degmeier 

George  Yeagley 

George  W.  Hose 

Andrew  M'Elwain  . . . 

John  F.  Davis 

Thomas  Teal 

Robert  M'Divit 

Samuel  Wolf 

S.  W.  Smith 

H.  B.  Zimmerman  . . . 

David  Evans 

Stephen  A.  Morrison. 

Henry  Houck 

E   J.  Young 

Abel  Marcy 

John  T.  Reed 

C.  Corntorth 

Jacob  Miller 

James  Williamson.... 

John  B.  fetorm 

Abel  Hambo 

William  Butler 

Abraham  Kind 

Jacob  Ulp 

Jacob  Gantt 

P.  F.  Fulmer 

Rufus  L.  Claflin 

Jesse  Newlin 

William  Moyer 

Joseph  J.  htutzman.. 

John  W.  Martin 

E.  A.  Weston 

Victor  E.  Elliott 

John  A.  Owens 

C.  H.  Dale 

Wm    F.  Dalrymple... 

A.  J.  Buffington 

E.  0.  Ward 

Samuels   Jack 

Wellington  La  Monte 
Samuel  B.  Ueiges.... 


Gettysburg 

Pittsburg 

Kittanning 

Enon  Valley 

Bedford 

Reading 

Altoona 

Orwell 

Gardenville 

Prospect 

Johnstown 

Shippen 

Lehigh  ton 

Boalsburg 

West  Chester... . 

Clarion 

Clearfield 

Lock  Haven 

Bloomsburg 

Meadville 

Shiremanstown... 

Harrisburg. 

Village  Green... > 

Benzinger 

Erie  city 

Uniontown 

Marion 

Chambersburg.. . 
M'Connellsburg  . 
Rice's  Landing. . 

Huntingdon 

Brady 

Brookville 

Port  Royal 

Lancaster 

New  Castle 

Lebanon  

Allentown 

Wyoming 

Lairdsville 

Smetbport 

West  Greenville. 

Lewistown 

Stroudsburg 

Trappe 

Danville 

Bethlehem 

Northumberland. 

Miilerstown 

Fulmersville  . .. . 

Coudersport 

Port  Carbon. .   . . 

Preeburg 

Somerset 

Dusbore 

Brooklyn 

Cherry  Flats  .... 

Lewisburg 

Franklin 

Pittsfield 

Washington 

Bethany  

PlcH'sant  Unity.. 
Tunkhannock  ... 
York 


No,  of 

Schools. 

SAL AST 

I48i| 

$500  00 

5.31  i' 

1,200  00 

218  1 

400  00 

162  1 

500  00 

163i 

500  00 

428 

i,oeo  00 

135 

600  00 

.346i! 

600  00 

252  i 

800  00 

213i| 

800  00 

148  ' 

800  oe 

19 

190  0« 

96  ' 

500  00 

177 

600  00 

323 

1.000  00 

170i 

500  00 

131 

750  00 

97 

600  00 

160 

600  00 

342i 

800  00 

201 

500  00 

210 

800  00 

94 

800  00 

38 

400  00 

286 

600  00 

214 

600  00 

16 

248  00 

222 

600  00 

67 

500  00 

151 

300  00 

193 

600  00 

217 

500  00 

118 

600  00 

98 

500  00 

478 

1,250  00 

142 

700  00 

162 

760  00 

207 

500  OO 

415i 

800  00 

225  i 

500  oe 

74i 

300  00 

143 

800  00 

91 

60O  OO 

122 

566  00 

286i 

800  00 

64 

600  00 

219 

700  00 

120 

600  00 

166 

300  00 

47 

400  00 

112 

600  00 

296 

1,000  00 

93 

400  00 

185 

500  00 

55 

400  00 

253 

600  00 

241 

90O  00 

81 

600  00 

188 

500  00 

148 

600  0« 

271 

800  00 

170i 

600  00 

279i 

800  00 

74 

500  00 

343i 

1,000  Od 

/ 


i:  J?  j"»/» 


'^'•"^'^•'•' 


